Montana  State  Library 


0864  1006  8509 
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])epartmentof  Health  and  Erwronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  5%01 


KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL,  HI  5«'90l  JoUS  Anderson m d 

’ ’ ’ OIRECTOM 


December  7,  1973 


Mr.  George  W.  Culbert,  Drawer  A,  Big  Arm,  MT  59910 

Mr.  John  Lozeau,  R.S.,  Indian  Health  Service,  St.  Ignatius,  MT  59865 
Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison,  MT  59860 
Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Ralph  Campbell,  M.D.,  Lake  County  Health  Officer,  Finley  Point,  Poison,  5‘'660 

Mr.  A1  Hawkaluk,  Lake  County  Sanitarian,  Poison,  MT  59860 

Environmental  Sciences  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciares, 
Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Hanning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helera,  MT  59601 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Ronald  Oldis,  Chairman,  City-County  Planning  Board,  Poison,  MT  59860 


Re:  Amy's  Little  Acre  Subdivision 


Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  an  application 
to  approve  plans  for  a subdivision  to  be  filed  with  Lake  County  as  Amy's  Little 
Acres . 

Because  this  subdivision  is  small  and  non-controversial , this  short  statement  is 
being  issued  to  affirm  that  the  project  has  been  submitted  for  review  and  evaluation. 

Plans  and  specifications  are  up  to  standard,  the  proposed  action  is  not  considered 
to  be  significant,  and  an  approval  statement  has  been  prepared  for  attachment  to 
the  plat. 


Sincerely, 


WiJjjur  O.'^^kin,  P .E  . 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Kalispell  Regional  Office 
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A NEGATIVli:  DECLARATION 


AMY'S  LITTLE  ACRES 


IIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Admlnistra- 

wironmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

12-7-73 

tive  Approval;  Subdiviion 

.OCATION:  Proposed  for  subdivision;  a 3.67  acre  block  of  ground  two  miles  east  of  Big  ArnJ 

ion tana . Tract  is  between  Highway  93,  500  feet  to  the  south,  and  the  Flathead  Lake  shore- 
line, 200  feet  to  the  north  but  is  contingent  to  neither. 

This  location  is  also  within  both  Lake  County  and  the  geographical  limits  of 
the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation. 


ESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION;  Approval  is  to  be  given  for  water  supply,  sewage  disposal 
md  solid  waste  plans  and  supplemental  information  for  the  four  (4)  lots  to  be  platted  out 
)f  this  3.67  acre  block.  All  four  lots  are  0.9  acres  in  size. 

access  will  be  provided  by  means  of  an  existing  county  road.  Short  driveways  into  the  in- 
lividual  homes  will  be  the  only  required  new  road  construction. 


ERTINENT  INFORMATION:  TOPOGRAPHY  - Topographically  the  tract  is  step-like  with  a slope 
’.o  the  northeast.  A fairly  steep  outcrop  area  separates  the  two  bench-like  areas.  The 
■ypical  lot  layouts  indicate  that  construction  will  be  restricted  to  the  north  or  front 
tne-third  of  the  lots. 

WATER  SUPPLY  - A community  system  of  four  users  is  being  planned  for  this  area, 
iource  is  a 30  inch  diameter  (existing)  dug  well  installed  18  feet  into  the  ground  along- 
Ide  a spring  seepage  area  in  the  back  half  of  the  number  3 lot.  Flow  is  more  than  ade- 
uate  for  four  users,  and  the  covered  well  casing  is  unusually  well  protected  from  external 
'ontamination.  Water  will  be  coitLnuously  and  adequately  disinfected  with  pressure  and 
torage  provided  by  means  of  a 1,000  gallon  concrete  tank  buried  in  the  rock  of  the  out- 
jrop  rim  which  characterizes  the  south  half  of  the  subdivision. 

SOILS  - Soils  on  the  front  half  of  the  subdivision  are  mostly  sandy  loams  with  some 
nterbedded  clay.  The  back  half  of  all  lots  is  primarily  bedrock  argillite  w i th  a thin 
eneer  of  organic  material,  clay  or  sandy  loam.  Drain  fields  for  septic  tanks  will  be  in- 
tailed  only  on  the  north  one-third  of  all  lots  because  soils  for  disposal  purposes  arr' 
vailable  in  good  depth  in  this  area  only.  Soils  and  lot  sizes  precludes  any  furtlier  di.- 
ision  of  these  lots  unless  community  collection  systems  and  sewage  treatment  is  made 
vailable  for  the  entire  area. 

SEWAGE  - Sanitary  sewage  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  means  of  septic  tank  and  absor^- 
ion  field.  Seepage  pits  will  be  prohibited.  Percolation  rates  indicated  that  85  ft.^ 
er  bedroom  will  be  adequate  for  design  of  absorption  field  trenches. 

SOLID  WASTE  - Solid  waste  in  the  Big  Arm  area  is  disposed  of  by  private  haulage 
ith  ultimate  disposal  to  the  Lake  County  landfill. 

COMMENTS  - No  covenants  or  restrictions  are  contained  in  this  submittal. 
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Liinlnfiry  Impact  Assessment 
) Two 


MMENTS: 

I 

f 

i|  1.  Eiivironinental  Impact  Four  single-residence  lots  in  a four  acre  area  tract  with 
)re-existing  roads  and  services  does  not  imply  any  great  over-riding  environmental  im- 
Uct.  Units  are  also  well  back  from  the  lake  and  well  above  ground  water  horizons  thus 
reducing  the  degree  of  potential  impact  compared  to  the  usual  lakeside  development. 
)isturbance  should  be  minimal. 


2.  Adverse  Enviroranental  Effects  At  present  the  area  Is  heavily  wooded.  Impact 
)n  vegetation  will  be  noticeable  should  the  individual  lot  holders  elect  to  clear  the 
and  indiscriminately.  Even  necessary  construction  activities  may  create  a significant 
/isual  impact.  Such  aesthetic  disturbances  will  be  undesirable,  however  they  are  lessened 
jy  the  fact  that  the  existing  shoreline  is  already  h avily  developed. 


3.  Alternatives 
L . To  approve  as  submitted 

2.  To  disapprove  contingent  on  the  inclusion  of  protective  covenants 

3.  To  disapprove  for  cause 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  Q 

Basis  for  Decision: 

1.  Subdivision  is  small  and  lots  are  of  reasonable  size  for  lakeside  development 

2.  Water  and  sewer  and  solid  waste  plans  are  satisfactory  within  the  context  of  existing 
laws  and  regulations 

3.  All  lots  will  be  transferred  to  members  of  the  same  family 

4.  There  are  no  apparent  environmental  affects  relative  to  severe  impact  on  high  value 
agricultural,  aesthetic  or  wildlife  land. 
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STATE  OF  MOI\lTA!\l  A Helena, Montana  5960] 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 
DIRECTOR 

December  26,  1973 


Board  o£  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Red  Lodge 

Carbon  County  Planning  Office,  Box  460,  Red  Lodge 

Mr.  Rodney  Fink,  R.S.,  Co.  San.,  Box  111,  Columbus 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  Ayers,  Jr.,  Co.  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Red  Lodge 

Environmental  Qiaality  Council,  Helena 

City  of  Red  Lodge,  Box  507,  Red  Lodge 

Mr.  Alf  Hulteng,  Branch  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

John  H.  Hamish,  President,  Western  States  Development,  Inc.,  Box  2542,  Billings 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

A Negative  Declaration 

for 

A Planned  Unit  Development  for  Beartooth  Mountain  Estates,  a subdivision 

in 

Carbon  County,  Montana 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504 (b) (3) , 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivision.  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  negative  declaration 
is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environ- 
mental Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  a planned  unit 
development  for  210  families  for  Beartooth  Mountain  Estates  near  Red  Lodge 
in  Carbon  County,  Montana  for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting 
approval  of  the  plat  for  filing. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  15  days  at  which  time  Beartooth  Mountain 
Estates  Subdivision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  comments  received. 

Beartooth  Mountain  Estates  is  located  in  a portion  of  the  NE%  of  Section  4, 
Township  85,  Range  20  E.,  M.P.M.,  Carbon  County,  Montana,  and  is  to  be  a 
planned  unit  development  on  71.7  acres  to  accommodate  210  families.  Con- 
nection to  the  City  of  Red  Lodge  water  and  sewer  systems  is  proposed. 

The  developer  has  provided  an  environmental  assessment.  It  is  stated  that 
soil  conditions  will  not  be  substantially  altered,  road  grades  are  designed 
to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  with  natural  contours,  top  soil  will  be 
imported  for  golf  course  construction,  all  other  areas  will  be  maintained 
in  their  natural  state  and  wildlife  will  undoubtedly  not  frequent  the  area 
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Beartooth  Mountain  Estates 
Page  2 

December  26,  1973 


as  often  after  the  influx  of  human  beings.  Also,  the  assessment  states 
that  it  is  hoped  the  relatively  high  groundwater  table  will  be  lowered  by 
the  construction  of  drainage  channels.  The  southeast  comer  of  the  property 
is  not  proposed  to  be  developed  for  living  units  and  is  in  the  100  year 
flood  plain  of  Rock  Creek. 

The  alternatives  to  this  division  are  to  approve  the  plat  or  not  approve 
the  plat  for  filing.  This  division’s  action  is  considered  not  significant 
as  the  environmental  review  process  did  not  indicate  a significant  environ- 
mental impact  from  the  proposed  action. 


Very  truly  yours 


Albert  J.  Gasvoda,  Architect 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


AJG:vlf 


cc;  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Dan  Vichorek,  Technical  Writer 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


Ztepartment  or  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

May  3,  1974 
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John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Blaine  County  Courthouse,  Chinook 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Blaine  County  Courthouse,  Chinook 
R.  H.  Leeds,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  61  4th  Street,  Chinook 
John  Herndon,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Box  504,  Chinook 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  , 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
State  Library,  Helena 
Mr.  Arthur  Hauge,  Turner  59542 

A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  ART  HAUGE  SWINE  OPERATION 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Art  Hauge  swine  operation  and  his 
request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation 
near  Turner,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  negative  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  a permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment 
on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  the  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Hauge  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation  with  a 
maximum  total  capacity  of  1,000  head  in  the  S.W.  1/4  of  the  N.W.  1/4  of 
Sec.  12,  T.  35  N. , R.  25  E. , of  Blaine  County.  The  operation  is  located 
approximately  21/2  miles  south  of  Turner,  Montana  and  is  shown  on  the 
attached  map. 

The  swine  operation  consists  of  both  open  lot  feeding  facilities  and 
total  confinement  farrowing  and  nursery  buildings.  Waste  material  which 
accumulates  on  the  open  feedlot  is  removed  every  six  months  and  disposed  of 
on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  This  feeding  area  is  so  located  and  managed 
that  surface  runoff  does  not  constitute  a water  pollution  problem.  Waste 
material  from  the  livestock  contained  in  the  total  confinement  portion  of 
this  operation  is  contained  in  pits  beneath  the  building  floors.  This  waste 
material  is  then  removed  every  two  weeks  and  again  disposed  of  on  surrounding 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  800  acres  of  agricultural  land  are  availa- 
ble for  waste  disposal. 

While  odors  cannot  be  totally  eliminated  from  any  confined  livestock 
operation,  the  proposed  waste  management  program  and  the  prevailing  vjesterly 
winds  should  minimize  the  adverse  environmental  effect.  Likewise,  flies 
should  be  controlled  through  a routine  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  will  be 
disposed  of  through  burial. 


Art  Hauge  Swine  Operation 

Page  2 

May  3,  1974 


The  only  alternative  which  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Hauge  would  be 
the  relocation  of  the  existing  livestock  operation.  Such  action  does  not 
appear  warranted  in  view  of  the  cost  involved  and  the  fact  that  no  complaints 
have  been  received  regarding  odors  or  water  pollution  from  this  operation  in 
past  years.  An  on-site  evaluation  of  this  operation  was  made  by  representa- 
tives of  our  office  and  at  that  time,  no  significant  problem  existed. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
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Deoartmentof  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAN  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


13,  1974 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Henry  A.  Rate,  Box  873,  Corwin  Springs 

Rassmussen  Properties,  12028  East  Philadelphia  Street,  Wittier, 
California  90601 
Dave  Menuey,  Cooke  City. 

Park  County  News,  Livingston 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Livingston 
Ray  Hedrick,  Sanitarian,  Box  109,  Livingston 

John  Cey,  M»Do,  County  Health  Officer,  601  Robin  Lane,  Livingston 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North  Bozeman 
Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13  Avenue, 

Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr,  Richard  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410, 
Hamilton 

Livingston  Public  Library,  Livingston 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Livingston 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Livingston 

County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Livingston 

Carl  Anderson,  Montana  Power  Company,  Butte 

Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 

Paul  T.  Richards,  920  North  Park,  Helena 

Montana  state  library 

930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 
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Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Grov7th,  812  South 
Eighth,  Bozeman 

C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Trout  Unlimited,  Box  1534,  Billings 

Montana  Wildlife  Federation,  410  Woodworth  Avenue,  Missoula 
Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Box  548,  Bozeman 
U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for 
Alpine  Vista  Village  No.  1,  a proposed  subdivision  near  Cooke 
City,  Montana,  in  Park  County. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval 
of  water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal 
systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  project  and  specifies 
those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval 
without  the  development  of  an  environmental  impact  statement. 

This  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  interested  govern-  j 

mental  agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval  is  being  j 

sought  vjithin  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy 
Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E,,  Chief 
VJater  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A Negative  Declaration 
for 

Alpine  Vista  Village  No.  1, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Park  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 
6405  (b)  (3) ; the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water 

supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 
through  69-5009;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section 
69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative  declaration  is 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning 
Alpine  Vista  Village  No.  1,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Park  County, 
Montana,  for  which  a submittal  has  been  received  requesting  sub- 
division plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  a full  environmental  impact  state- 
ment. This  document  will  be  circulated  for  15  days. 

This  proposed  development  is  located  in  the  NW  1/4,  NW  1/4,  SE  1/4, 
Section  20,  Township  9 South,  Range  15  East,  about  four  miles 
east  of  Cooke  City  (see  attached  map) . Contiguous  land  is  under 
the  ownership  of  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service,  the  developers,  Mr. 
Cummins  and  Mr.  Haas  to  the  south.  The  West  Fork  of  the  Clarks 
Fork  of  the  Yellowstone  River  forms  the  eastern  boundary.  The 
existing  Sawmill  Road  serves  the  property. 

The  8.60  acres  would  be  divided  into  seven  lots.  However,  the 
lot  that  lies  between  the  Sawmill  Road  and  the  river  would  not 
be  developed,  and  ownership  would  rest  with  a homeowners' 
association. 

Access 


U,  S.  Highway  212  is  one-half  mile  from  the  site.  It  is  open 
to  Red  Lodge  and  Cody  from  late  May  until  autumn.  It  is  open 
through  Yellowstone  Park  from  Gardiner,  Montana,  year-round  as 
far  as  Cooke  City  (four  miles  distant) . The  road  from  Cooke 
City  to  Cooke  Pass  is  snowed  in  much  of  the  winter,  but  this 
road  is  a good  route  for  over-snow  vehicles. 

Access  to  this  tract  is  via  a 60-foot  easement  from  U.  S.  212 
at  Cooke  Pass.  (This  easement  is  100  percent  on  the  developers' 
property  and  will  be  protected  by  the  developer  in  all  future 
transactions.)  It  follows  the  existing  Sawmill  Road  and  its 
constructed  extension.  Both  the  highway  and  the  Sawmill  Road 
are  snowed  in  during  the  winter.  Snow  removal  is  not  feasible 
and  is  not  contemplated.  The  development  is  intended  for  seasonal 
occupancy  only. 


Lhic  -route  has  been  used  occasionally  by  hikers,  as  it  inter- 
connects with  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  trail  on  National  Forest. 

In  recent  years,  it  has  been  usea  uy  cross-country  skiers. 

Because  of  a concern  for  cabins  in  the  area,  it  has  been  posted 
against  public  use  recently.  However,  the  developers  are  willing 
to  allow  horse  and  foot  access  from  Highway  212  along  a single 
designated  route  to  the  National  Forest  one  and  one-fourth 
miles  to  the  north.  This  willingness  hinges  on  acceptance  of 
their  development  plans  and  cooperation  from  the  Forest  Service 
in  signing  and  enforcement. 

The  developers  will  construct  roads  on  easements  shown  if 
purchasers  so  request.  It  is  not  planned  to  construct  the 
entire  road  system  prior  to  sale  of  lots  in  order  to  avoid 
construction  of  roads  that  are  not  desired  by  the  purchasers, 
particularly  in  the  event  that  one  purchaser  acquires  two  or 
more  contiguous  lots  and  wishes  to  develop  only  one. 

Maintenance  will  be  done  by  a landowners'  association,  to  be 
assessed  at  a fixed  rate  per  lot,  to  be  determined  by  majority 
vote.  Although  the  developer  may  sell  all  lots,  both  he  and 
his  resident  representative  own  property  in  the  general  area 
that  they  intend  to  retain. 

Water  Supply 

A community  water  supply  system  will  be  constructed  by  the 
developer.  A spring  developed  on  the  property  will  be  used. 

Mains  will  be  located  in  the  road  easements  and  will  be  extended 
as  far  as  requested  by  multiple  users.  Individual  service  lines 
will  be  constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  individual  homeowner. 

The  spring  is  capable  of  producing  20  to  30  gallons  per  minute. 

At  the  standard  of  50  gallons  per  day  per  person  in  a seasonal 
recreational  development  and  a maximum  occupancy  of  24  persons, 
this  should  cover  peak  period  needs. 

The  water  system  will  be  maintained  by  a homeowners'  association. 
Voting  and  assessment  relative  to  the  water  system  will  be  by 
dwellings  served  rather  than  by  lots  owned. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Individual  septic  tanks  and  subsurface  drainfields  are  proposed. 
The  topographic,  geologic,  soils  and  groundwater  data  indicate 
that  each  of  the  six  developable  lots  has  a suitable  drainfield 
site. 

Solid  Waste  Disposal 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  Cooke  City  sanitary  landfill,  which  is 
located  nearby.  The  manager  of  this  development  manages  the 
landfill . 
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utilities 


Power  has  been  installed  to  the  tract  (REA) , All  electric 
services  within  the  development  will  be  by  underground  lines 
as  required  by  the  restrictive  covenants.  Installation  of  in- 
dividual service  will  be  the  responsibility  of  individual  owners. 
Road  easements  will  be  used  to  reach  Lot  6. 

Environmental  Assessment 


Drainage;  Nonporous  surface  (roofs,  pavement,  etc.)  will  not 
exceed  20  percent  of  the  terrain.  Roads  will  be  outsloped 
and  surfaced  with  coarse  gravel,  and  minimum  runoff  is  expected. 
Soils  are  such  that  there  is  little,  if  any,  over-surface  run- 
off. This  development  is  not  expected  to  change  the  situation 
so  as  to  require  special  drainage  measures. 

Water  Table;  Maximum  depth  to  water  is  an  estimated  25  feet. 

The  minimum  depth  at  the  dwelling  sites  is  12  feet.  The  minimum 
depth  in  the  total  area  of  the  subdivision  is  zero  feet  at  the 
spring  site  in  the  southwest  corner.  Porous  soils  and  discon- 
tinuous bedrock  outcrops  (indurate  metamorphics)  show  that  the 
water  table  tends  to  hold  the  levels  evidenced  by  surface 
occurrence.  All  dwelling  sites  are  at  least  15  feet  above  such 
evidence.  A road  cut  traversing  the  entire  tract  shows  no  evi- 
dence of  moisture  or  high  water  table.  Observations  were  made 
over  the  preceding  five  years. 

Geology  and  Soils 

The  development  is  overlain  by  glacial  till.  Eight  to  12  inches 
of  duff  and  loamy  topsoil  have  developed  over  varying  sizes 
of  gravel  and  rock  dispersed  in  a mixture  of  fines.  Percolation 
rates  ranged  from  10  to  15  minutes  per  inch.  Due  to  conditions 
produced  by  heavy  snows  and  spring  melt  conditions,  it  would  be 
recommended  that  drainfields  be  designed  with  a maximum  seepage 
rate  of  0.2  gallon  per  square  foot  per  day.  It  should  be  noted 
that  subsurface  drainfields  have  been  used  successfully  in  the 
Cooke  City  area  for  years. 

The  property  now  supports  a dense  stand  of  lodgepole  pine  with  a 
sparse  understory  of  englemann  spruce  and  subalpine  fir.  This 
results  in  conditions  not  favorable  to  the  production  of  browse 
for  big  game  animals. 

Restrictive  covenants  would  be  filed  with  the  plat  that  cover 
architectural  control  and  land  use.  This  and  the  denseness  of 
the  lodgepole  pine  stand  should  reduce  the  aesthetic  impacts  of 
this  development. 

Services 


This  development  is  intended  for  seasonal  use  by  people  who  wish 
to  retreat  from  urban  amenities.  Consequently,  demand  for  public 
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services  is  not  expected  to  be  great.  Buyers  should  be  aware 
that  they  are  remote  from  many  services. 

Fire  Protection:  Cooke  City  has  a volunteer  fire  department 
four  miles  away  but  cannot  be  expected  to  provide  adequate 
service. 

Police:  A deputy  sheriff  is  periodically  located  in  Cooke  City  or 

Silver  Gate  (four  to  seven  miles  away) . Gardiner  has  a full- 
time deputy  (60  miles) . 

Medical:  A clinic  is  open  year-round  at  Mammoth  (54  miles), 

and  a fully-equipped  hospital  is  located  at  Livingston  (121 
miles) . Ambulance  service  is  available  at  Mammoth  but  purchasers 
should  be  aware  that  a round  trip  of  175  miles  would  be  required 
for  an  ambulance  to  come  from  Mammoth  and  deliver  a patient  to 
Livingston. 

Schools:  This  development  should  have  no  impact  on  the  local 

school  system  because  of  the  anticipated  seasonal  use.  There  is 
a small  grade  school  in  Cooke  City,  which  Cooke  Pass  children 
reach  by  over-snow  vehicles.  It  would  not  absorb  a major  influx 
of  winter  residents,  A school  bus  travels  daily  from  Cooke  City 
to  Gardiner  with  high  school  students. 

Adverse  Impacts 

Adverse  aesthetic  impacts  of  this  development  would  be  minimized 
by  the  nature  of  the  forest  and  the  restrictive  covenants.  How- 
ever, 8.60  acres  of  land  would  be  removed  from  the  semi-wild  j 

state.  The  land  would  be  irrevokably  divided  into  a multiplicity 
of  ownerships. 

I 

Alternatives  Available  to  this  Department 

Since  it  has  been  established  that  the  requirements  for  water  i 

supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  were  within 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  no  alternatives  are  under  consideration.  ' 
A certificate  of  approval  will  be  issued  15  days  after  issuance 
of  this  declaration  unless  evidence  is  presented  detailing  unknown! 
adverse  impacts.  This  department's  action  is  considered  not  [ 

significant . 


This  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner,  I 
B.S.F.,  M.S.,  Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental^ 
Sciences  Division,  utilizing  information  prepared  by  A.  Rate,  i 
surveyor,  Ray  Hedrick,  county  sanitarian,  Rasmussen  Properties,  i 
and  others  designated  therein.  \ 
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THIS  MAP  COMPLIES  WITH  NATIONAL  HAP  ACCURACY  STANDARDS. 

FOR  SALE  BY  U.  S.  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY.  DENVER.  COLORADO  80225.  OR  VYASHINGTON.  D.  C.  20242 

A FOLDER  DESCRIBING  TOPOGRAPHIC  MAPS  AND  SYMBOLS  IS  AVAILABLE  ON  REQUEST 
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John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

B.  C-  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off.,  Box  427,  IVhitefish 

Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Joe  Rudick,  West  Glacier 

Mr.  Donald  Bromley,  West  Glacier 

Mr.  Quentin  Richter,  San-Suz-Ed  Trailer  Court,  West  Glacier 
Mr.  Norman  Fitzpatrick,  Coram 
Mr.  R.  T.  Ridenour,  West  Glacier 

Mr.  John  Love,  6008  Kirby  Road,  Bethesda,  Maryland  20034 
Belton  Livestock  Co.,  Box  307,  West  Glacier 
Kalispell  Regional  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 
^^tate  Library,  Helena 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

The  Belton  Livestock  Company 

Pursuant  to  the  Itontana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  concerning  the  Belton  Livestock  Company  and  their 
request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  their  operation 
near  West  Glacier,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  revise  the  impact  assessment  dated  April  17,  1973  and  will  be  circulated 
for  a period  of  10  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  permit  previously  issued  will  remain  valid. 

The  Belton  Livestock  Company  currently  operates  a confined  swine 
operation  of  approximately  250  head  in  the  NW%,  NVA^,  Sec.  14,  T.31N. , 

R19W. , in  Flathead  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated 
on  the  attached  map. 

Waste  material  in  the  farrowing  house  is  absorbed  by  the  bedding 
material  and  is  removed  twice  daily  and  stockpiled  for  later  disposal  on 
surrounding  agricultural  land.  Waste  material  will  be  removed  from  the 
open  pens  as  needed  but  at  least  twice  a year.  This  management  program 
replaces  the  liquid  manure  system  originally  proposed.  Approximately 
160  acres  of  agricultural  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

MOMu  S at:  L.L^AkY 
930  Bast  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Mcnfana  59601 
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Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment. 

Adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
Odors  are  most  noticeable  when  the  waste  material  is  spread,  but  a con- 
dition has  been  added  to  their  waste  control  facility  permit  which 

requires  the  operators  to  spread  the  material  ^^en  the  wind 
carry  odors  away  from  adjacent  property  owners.  Flies 
through  distribution  of  fly  bait.  An  inspection  by  the  Flathead  Comty 
sanitarian  during  the  past  si^er  indicated  that  flies  were  not  a signi- 
ficant problem  at  that  location. 

The  only  alternatives  available  are  to  revoke  the  permit  or  to  relocate 
the  facility.  Relocation  would  be  quite  expensive  and  a more  acceptab 
site  may  not  be  available.  Unless  the  past  operation  has  created  serious 
problems  for  the  adjacent  property  owners,  there  would  be  no  reason 
revoke  the  existing  permit. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  DiArision 
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State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Corrmiss loners,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison 

County  Sanitarian's  Office,  Box  1210,  Poison 

Ralph  Campbell,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off.,  Finley  Point,  Poison 

Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Pvussell  Sherman,  Route  1,  Box  97,  Ronan 

Delmar  Carbine,  Pablo 

Robert  Mutchler,  Poison 

Dan  Aylesworth,  Pablo 

Morris  McConnell,  Ronan 

Ellen  Gregg,  Ronan 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

BOOT  HILL  RANCH 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Boot  Hill  Ranch  and  a request  by 
Mr.  Russell  Sherman  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  near 
Pablo,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  Inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Hater  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  v/hich  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  v/hethar  or  not  a waste  discharge  parmit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Russell  Sherman  proposes  to  modify  and  expand  his  existing 
confined  swine  operation  at  Boot  Hill  Ranch.  The  animal  confinement 
facility  is  located  in  the  Wig,  NW%,  Sec.  15,  T.  21  N. , R.  20  H.,  of 
Lake  County.  This  operation  is  located  approximately  two  miles  southwest 
of  Pablo,  Montana  and  the  location  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map.. 

Under  this  proposal,  the  applicant  would  modify  this  facility  by 
constructing  a totally  enclosed  farrowing  barn.  This  v/ould  allow  for  the 
expansion  of  this  animal  confinement  facility  from  the  existing  15  sow 
and  litter  size  to  a total  of  30  sows  and  litters.  As  previously  stated. 


Boot  Hill  Ranch 
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the  animals  v-^ould  be  totally  enclosed  within  the  confinement  building, 
and  the  waste  material  which  v^ould  be  produced  would  be  contained  in  a 
liquid  manure  pit.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates  within  this  pit 
would  be  reiaoved  as  necessary  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural 
land.  Approximately  120  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal . 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  controlled 
through  a routine  baiting  program  as  well  as  an  electric  f1y  trap.  Odors 
from  the  facility  will  be  minimized  through  good  housekeeping  and  the 
application  of  odor  control  chemicals  into  the  liquid  manure  pit.  Dead 
animals  will  be  disposed  of  through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program.  The  waste  control  facili- 
ties proposed  for  this  operation  provide  adequate  storage  for  the  v/aste 
material  which  would  be  anticipated.  The  waste  management  program  should 
also  help  to  minimize  adverse  effects. 

The  alternatives  available  to  Mr.  Sherman  would  be  to  continue 
operating  the  existing  animal  confinement  facility  without  the  proposed 
expansion  or  to  relocate  the  entire  operation.  Our  office  has  never 
received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  the  existing 
animal  confineii^nt  facility;  and  since  the  operation  is  located  in  an 
agricultural  area,  it  is  doubtful  that  the  expansion  would  have  signi- 
ficant adverse  effect  on  the  surrounding  environment.  If  the  waste 
control  facilities  and  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in  this 
application  are  adhered  to,  the  operation  should  result  in  minimal  adverse 
effect. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  5%oi 
October  11,  1974 


nr  1 1 icff4 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


^State  Librarv”,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Roosevelt  County  Courthouse,  Wolf  Point 

Mr.  Roger  Martin,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Wolf  Point 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Gam.e,  Plelena 

Mr.  Forrest  H.  Broim,  Box  393,  Poplar  59255 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

BROWN  SIVINE  CONFINEMENTT  FACILITY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a waste  discharge  permit 
for  the  Brown  swine  confinement  operation  located  northeast  of  Poplar, 
Montana.  This  request  for  a permit  was  submitted  by  Mr,  Forrest  H.  Brown. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
goverrmiental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  negative 
declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days.  If  you  should 
have  questions  or  care  to  comment  on  this  application,  please  do  so 
within  that  alloted  time. 

Mr.  Forrest  H.  Brown  recently  started  a confined  swine  operation 
having  a maximum  capacity  for  approximately  600  head.  The  confined  swine 
operation  is  located  in  the  NEh,  NE%,  Sec,  33,  T,  30  N. , R.  51  E, , of 
Roosevelt  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  approximately  20 
miles  northeast  of  Poplar,  Montana  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

This  confined  swine  operation  consists  of  a total  confinement 
farrowing  operation  and  an  open  lot  finishing  unit,  The  farrowing 
building  has  capacity  for  14  sows  at  any  one  time.  Waste  material  which 
is  generated  within  this  building  is  transported  via  a drain  pipe  to 
a retention  pond  which  has  been  constructed  through  modification  of  an 
adjacent  coulee.  Surface  runoff  from  the  open  lot  confinem.ent  portion 
will  likewise  be  discharged  to  this  same  control  facility.  Extraneous 
drainage  from  above  the  feeding  area  is  diverted  around  the  area  and 
the  retention  pond  and  therefore  does  not  come  in  contact  with  livestock 
waste.  The  retention  pond  which  has  been  constructed  has  been  lined 
with  bentonite  to  protect  groundwater.  The  waste  material  which  accumu- 
lates in  the  retention  pond  will  be  removed  by  pumping  and  disposed  of 
on  adjacent  agricultural  land. 


Brown  Swine  Confinement  Facility 
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October  11,  1974 


Files  in  the  area  aroimd  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  con- 
trolled through  good  waste  management  and  a combination  baiting  and 
spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  burial  in  an 
acceptable  location, 

V/hile  any  animal  confinement  facility  may  have  an  effect  on  the 
surrounding  environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  mini- 
mized through  adequate  waste  control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management 
program.  Due  to  the  somewhat  remote  location  of  this  ope ration  and  the 
waste  management  program  that  is  proposed,  air  pollution  should  not  be  a 
significant  problem. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr,  Brown  would  be 
to  relocate  this  operation.  The  waste  control  facilities  and  management 
program  which  have  been  proposed  should  provide  the  required  environmental 
protection  and  selection  of  an  alternate  site  does  not  therefore  seem 
justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATS  CDF  IV]OrvjTA3\3  A Helena, Montana  59601 


. 3-/V-7y 

John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 

March  11,  1974 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Thonpson  Falls 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Thompson  Falls 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Stan  Cohen,  Geo-Associates,  713  South  Third  West,  Missoula 
Maillet  and  Associates,  818  Burlington  Avenue,  Missoula 
0.  W.  McPherson,  Developer,  Route  1,  Box  33,  Poison 
Sanders  County  Ledger,  604  Main,  Thompson  Falls 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Plains 
Washington  Water  Power  Company,  Noxon 

Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  Cabinet  Gorge 
Subdivision,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Sanders  Gounty,  Montana. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  comments,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this 
office . 

Very  truly  yours. 


/i-d  ' LlJ 

D.  G.  Willons,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW:APK:sh 

Enclosure 

cc:  Dan  Vichorek 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montano  59601 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

environmental  sciences 


March  11,  1974 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

CARBINE!  GORGE  SUBDIVISION, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Sanders  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504(1))  (3);  the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  tor 
subdivisions,  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005;  and  the  act  controlling 
water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  neptive 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  _ 
Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning 
the  proposed  Cabinet  Gorge  Subdivision  near  Heron  in  Sanders  County,  Mont^a 
for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concern^  public  of  the  Water  ^ ureau 

intent  not  to  wite  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  15  days  at  which  time  Cabinet  Gorge 
Subdivision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  comments  received. 

Cabinet  Gorge  Subdivision  is  a 66-acre  tract  of  land  located  in  a portion 
of  Governments  Lots  2,  3,  4,  7 and  the  SE  1/2,  NIV  1/2  of  Section  28,  Tom- 
ship  27  North,  Range  34  West,  MPM,  Sanders  County,  Montana,  about  two 
miles  west  of  Heron.  The  42  lots  would  be  served  by  individual  water  and 
sewer  systems.  The  property  is  presently  being  used  as  pasture. 

The  topography  consists  of  a generally  flat  lying  series  of  three  benches 
sloping  to  the  northeast.  The  largest  bench  is  approximately  20  feet 
above  the  bench  next  to  water  level.  The  bench  to  the  nortnwest  is  1 
feet  laver.  The  alluvial  benches  overlie  the  Precambrian  Belt  Series  meta- 

sediments  . 

Individual  wells  would  provide  a domestic  water  supply.  A water  well 
exists  on  Lot  27  and  a consulting  geologist  reports  groundimter  for  in-  _ 
dividual  wells  should  be  reached  within  100  feet.  Water  from  the  reservoir 
would  not  be  used  for  domestic  purposes  other  than  irrigation  as  sunple 
chlorination  is  not  sufficient  to  render  it  fit  for  human  consumption. 

Twelve  10- foot  holes  were  dug  by  back  hoe  to  ascertain  the  type  of  soil. 
Generally,  there  is  from  three  to  six  inches  of  loamy  topsoil  grading  into 
sandy  and  gravelly  alluvial  material  below.  Percolation  tests  indicated 
that  the  soil  would  readily  accept  septic  tank  effluent.  Since  lots 
range  from  250  to  580  feet  deep,  subsurface  drainfields  caji  be  located  at 
a safe  distance  from  the  reservoir.  Unfortunately,  Sanders  County  has  no 


sanitarian  to  supervise  the  placement  of  on-site  sewage  disposal  systems. 

A strip  of  land  belonging  to  Washington  Water  Power  lies  bet^feen  the  sub- 
division and  the  reservoir  ivhich  i>^ill  aid  in  maintaining  water  quality. 

Residents  can  transport  solid  wastes  to  the  Thompson  Falls  landfill  for  a 
fee.  No  other  arrangements  have  been  made  for  solid  waste  disposal. 

Probable  impacts  of  this  project  \\rould  fall  within  the  range  of  those 
associated  with  residential  use  of  pasture  land.  A pastoral  landscape 
would  generally  be  transformed  into  a low  density  residential  landscape 
with  the  subsequent  loss  of  forage  production. 

The  Burlington  Northern  Railroad  runs  in  back  of  the  subdivision.  The 
developer  reports  this  prevents  heavy  use  of  the  property  by  wildlife. 

The  only  real  eventual  problem  might  be  the  instability  of  the  bank  at 
the  land-water  contact.  If  it  becomes  saturated  with  irrigation  or  runoff 
waters,  it  is  certain  to  start  slumping.  It  is  sheer  in  most  places  and 
erodable.  This  presents  a hazard  for  little  children  as  the  water  is  deep 
along  the  shore. 

The  long-term  worth  is  best  represented  by  the  economic  value  the  land 
offers  as  pasture.  In  the  short-teim,  the  land  is  most  economically 
valuable  as  a residential  development. 

There  would  be  a commitment  of  non- recyclable  building  materials  used  in 
the  construction  of  primarily  second  homes.  The  proposed  subdivision  would 
break  the  land  into  a multiplicity  of  ownerships,  which  would  probably  be 
irrevokable. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  division  are  to  grant  subdivision  plat 
approval  or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
information  submitted  with  the  preliminary  plans  appear  to  meet  concept 
criteria  required  by  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005,  R.C.M. 


This  statement  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner,  B.S.F.,  M.S.,  soils 
scientist  from  information  submitted  by  the  developer;  Stan  Cohen,  con- 
sulting geologist;  Maillet  and  Associates;  and  Wilbur  Aikin,  economic 
geologist. 


Heron 
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DeDartmentoT  Heath  and  Em^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


April  16,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D, 

DIRECTOR 


I lAl  OOCUMENTS 


ystate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Gallatin  County  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Gallatin  County  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Mr.  Carl  Wierda,  Route  2,  Box  115A,  Manhattan 
Francis  Kelley,  Route  2,  Manhattan 
Virgil  Bates,  Route  2,  Manhattan 
John  Westra,  Route  1,  Manhattan 


'S 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

CARL  WIERDA  SWINE  FACILITY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Carl  Wierda  swine  operation  and 
his  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  that  facility  west  of 
Bozeman,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Wierda  currently  operates  a confined  swine  feeding  operation 
consisting  of  farrowing  through  finishing  located  in  the  SE%,  MW%,  Sec.  22, 
T.  2 S.,  R.  3 E.,  of  Gallatin  County,  approximately  17  miles  west  of 
Bozeman,  Montana.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated  on  the 
attached  map. 

During  farrowing,  the  sows  are  totally  confined  within  a building. 
Waste  material  which  is  produced  drops  through  slatted  floors  and  is  con- 
tained in  two  liquid  manure  pits  located  beneath  the  building.  The  pigs 
which  are  produced  are  then  fed  in  open  lots  until  they  reach  market 
weight.  Extraneous  drainage  from  above  the  open  lot  feeding  area  does 
not  reach  the  feeding  surface  due  to  the  flat  topography  of  the  area. 

wOS  -l  i ' S Gi  f c i-iBRAR Y 
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Likewise,  surface  runoff  from  that  area  is  generally  contained  on  the 
feedlot  area  and  would  not  be  discharged  to  any  state  waters.  Waste 
material  which  accumulates  on  the  surface  of  the  open  lot  will  be 
periodically  removed  as  necessary  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricul- 
tural land.  Likewise,  the  liquid  waste  which  accumulates  in  the  manure 
pits  will  be  periodically  removed  and  disposed  of  on  agricul tural . land, 
Approximately  940  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Mr.  Wierda  indicates  that  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is 
from  the  southwest  and  as  such,  should  not  affect  any  nearby  residences. 
Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through  the 
application  of  acceptable  pesticides.  Dead  animals  will  be  removed  and 
disposed  of  through  burial  in  an  acceptable  location. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment,  but 
adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  v/aste  management  program. 
The  waste  control  facilities  and  the  waste  management  program  associated 
with  this  animal  confinement  facility  should  insure  that  adverse  environ- 
mental effect  is  minimal.  The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Wierda 
would  be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  No  complaints  of  either  air 
or  water  pollution  have  ever  bean  received  regarding  this  operation  and 
relocation  does,  therefore,  not  seem  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Mr.  G.  Scandalis,  1347  Richard  St.,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93401 
Mr.  J.  Ninneman,  Box  306,  Troy,  MI  59935 

Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Box  215  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
■'•ontana  State  Fish  Game  Dept.  Mitchell  Bldg.,  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Helena 
Montana  State  Highway  Dept.  Kal ispell  Div.,  Montana  & 6th  Ave . E.N.,  Kal ispell 
Montana  State  Highway  Dept.  Helena 

Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Attn:  Mr.  Art  Clarkson,  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept.,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.,  Helena 
USDA  Forest  Supervisor,  Idaho  Panhandle  Nat'l  Forest,  Trout  Creek  Ranger  Dist, 
Trout  Creek,  MT  59874 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Sanders  County  Courthouse,  Thompson  Falls 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell 
Student  Environmental  Pvesearch  Center  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Trout  Unlimited,  45  2nd  St.  East,  Kalispell 

Regional  Planning  Association  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main,  Missoula 
Libby  Rod  & Gun  Club  Box  719,  Libby 

Mr.  Dennis  G.  Jones,  Missoulian  Correspondent,  Box  287,  Poison 
Mr.  Calvin  H.  Ryder,  112  Riverview  3 East,  Great  Falls  59404 
Mr.  H.  H.  Gebhart,  Box  235B-Star  Rt . Noxon,  MT  59853 

Montana  Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  & Conservation,  Attn:  Mr.  C.  Parrett,  Helena 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Plains,  MT 

Montana  Country  Squires,  Box  146,  Thompson  Falls 

Mr.  E.  H.  Mahoney,  Box  38  Thompson  Falls 

Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Cedar  Grove  Ranch, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Sanders  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and 
agencies  of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve  this  proposal  without  further 
review  or  public  statement. 

Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  in  this  statement,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office  for  clarification. 

Sincerely,'  / 

,/■'  / 

s :'HHr 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

— ' Public'Health  Engineer 

Environmental  Sciences  Division 
MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  Ec:st  Ivrtdcie  Avenue 
Helena,  M.:nJana  59601 


WOA  : jh 
Enclosure 


fe  id. 


rueJe  tm-i, 

■*  ■ 


.«'l^:r 

'*>W-6S#U 


IJS  * J^^'.  .. 

A/j,  . ' ' ™^_'':  , , 'Vll 


iiS  ;,  ir<s<^favfl£a 


i®'“»^i»<t  ii<!/Mttii(jT  i.s®'^!^W»  t''«“®3  «■'■»*►'''*«  nJii^oS,  Jo  biaoj 


■>«.  * ■ 'M  ' " ,3##' *.3?  M 


vs” 

^ " Sji 

...%f  -'M 


A^0«iP'r  a'^#vv^3*Ra'  t:  SIX  *$ 

„ »ii*f  iioiSorfT  xoa 

lj[»^  «oe<^woifr  ' dC  ^^vsiwarfw.  . » 


♦!  * 


'1«N0'  »tt^  to  ^»»«l  ©ol3*Tr#|3ia 

.T*«"oa  .«ba.8  fli^^.tviM#^?l>Mo<l«S  j 


^'d3r»a  av-»a'D. 

baumteuhivJtbai  f)»3»OT«?9i  IlifeoSlil’Oi  **  sl'’Ll. 

■r  liofJMriolfli  «d»  :^3^e«so|3yi*W  *»0  9JinjmKKto^,M/^otl^p  X^*  »V»# 

Mr:  ■,. 


k 


7 


,*’L."”>-1 


t',M‘"’.i:?  .aiui^.o  Torfiiw’ 

S.i'VlSiatl.  * f'"  « ITT..,..  *•  . . « ' _ 1.  r J..«  .,i 


vifc';' 


’(sa/iljVtS  ^rta  t &&H  34:1441*1 
(Mutti  v’la  •33a#43a  IjUoawmo^ixW®  ^i( 

YHA«®l  nAi^  AHyrMOM 


3ttfl0vA 


Uc3  OC? 


aH^IEui 

-a 


f^, 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 

CEDAR  GROVE  RANCH 

A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Sanders  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3), 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivision.  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  Negative  Declaration  is 
prepared  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Env- 
ironmental Science  Division,  concerning  the  Cedar  Grove  Ranch  Subdivision 
which  is  herewith  being  reviewed  for  administrative  approval. 


INTRODUCTORY  NOTE 


The  Cedar  Grove  Subdivision  was  approved  and  signed  by  the  Sanders  County 
CommisLoner  on  the  14th  of  June,  1973.  It  was  submitted  to  the  State  Department 
of  Health  shortly  thereafter,  therefore  regulations  used  to  review  the  project 
were  those  in  effect  at  the  time  of  receipt.  Regulations  now  in  effect  are  not 
the  same  as  those  in  effect  then;  the  12  month  delay  has  been  caused  by  the  need 
for  the  developer  to  substantiate  those  factors  relating  to  matters  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

LOCATION  AND  SIZE 

The  project  area  for  the  Cedar  Grove  Ranch  Subdivision  is  comparatively  remote 
even  by  Montana  standards.  Noxon,  the  nearest  established  conmunity,  is  13  miles 
to  the  south,  while  Bull  Lake,  a popular  recreational  campsite  lake,  is  7 miles 
to  the  north.  Troy,  Montana  is  30  miles  to  the  north.  Montana  Highway  202,  a 
good  paved  2 lane  highway  provides  ready  access  to  the  subdivision  area  from  all 
of  these  existing  communities. 

The  plat  for  the  Cedar  Grove  Subdivision  shows  36  lots  on  49.3  acres.  Of  these 
36  lots,  one  lot  of  2.64  acres  has  been  set  aside  for  an  owners  park  and  recreation 
area  while  the  entire  southwest  corner  (11.270  acres)  has  been  dedicated  on  the 
plat  as  an  exception  from  the  plat.  Therefore,  the  planned  residential  portion 
of  the  plat,  including  roads,  represents  34  lots  on  34.4  acres. 

Individual  lots  range  from  % acre  (fronting  the  highway)  to  1 acre  or  more  along 
the  river  front.  Random  interior  lots  range  from  0.8  to  1.5  acres. 


LAND  USE 


To  this  point,  land  use  for  this  block  has  been  committed  to  ranching  (a  homestead 
entry)  with  hay  and  grazing  the  highest  agricultural  utilization  (agricultural 
1 capability  IV  to  VI).  The  area  also  has  scenic  and  wildlife  value  because  of  the 
close  proximity  of  the  Cabinet  Mountains  Wild  Area  on  the  west.  The  Bull  River 
which  bands  the  area  on  the  entire  west  edge  also  has  fame  locally  as  a recrea- 
tional fishery. 
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The  new  use  will  probably  be  a mix  of  recreational  and/or  residential  homesites. 
It  also  seems  reasonable  to  state  that  the  property  will  probably  attract 
individuals  associated  with  the  A.S.  & R.  Spar  Lake  Copper  Mine  tentatively 
planned  for  the  nearby  Bull  Lake  region. 


ACCESS 


State  Route  202  is  contingent  to  the  subdivision  along  a 2000  foot  front. 

Eight  lots  are  dependent  on  direct  highway  turnoffs  from  Highv/ay  202,  and  14 
lots  conceivably  could  be  improved  to  the  point  that  access  off  the  highway 
were  possible.  All  other  interior  lots  are  served  by  2900  feet  of  60  foot 
wide  roadway. 

Restrictive  covenants  filed  with  the  County  Clark  and  Recorder  specifically  note 
that  the  nine  lots  fronting  on  and  graded  with  the  highway  are  to  be  used 
for  commercial  purposes. 


TOPOGRAPHY 


Tne  topography  varies  drastically  from  east  to  west. 

a)  On  the  west  half  the  ground  grades  up  and  away  from  the  Bull  River 
on  a gentle  2 to  7%  slope. 

b)  On  the  east  half  the  ground  is  bisected  by  a noticeable  ridge  line  which 
slopes  sharply  to  the  south  (down  to  the  river)  on  a 25  to  35%  slope.  North 
of  this  ridge  the  ground  slopes  gently  into  a small  basin  which  grades 

back  up  onto  Highway  202, 

No  problems  in  developing  building  sites  are  anticipated  on  the  west  half; 
however,  some  lots  on  the  east  will  be  restricted.  Fortunately  the  lots  were 
j laid  out  with  topographical  considerations  in  mind.  All  have  comparatively 
I flat  terrace  sites  within  their  property  lines.  Unless  the  property  owners 
knowingly  or  unknowingly  violate  the  commitments  made  on  the  typical  lot  layout 
plans,  the  water  and  sewer  systems  should  be  easily  installed  without  violating 
the  standards  for  the  State  of  Montana. 


SOILS  AND  VEGETATION 


Except  for  a fifty  foot  band  along  the  river  (in  the  floodplain)  the  soils  are 
all  extremely  receptive  to  individual  sewage  disposal  systems.  Test  hole  profiles 
identify  the  subsurface  as  quaternary  glacier  deporits  consisting  of  unsorted  silty 
sandy  gravelly  loams  and  containing  the  usual  random  stones  and  cobbles.  The 
(highest  percolation  rate  noted  was  1 inch  in  5 minutes  and  most  were  in  the  2 to  3 
minute  per  inch  range.  By  Soil  Conservation  Standards  the  surface/subsurface 
classification  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  effluents  would  have  only  slight 
limitation , 
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Vegetation  falls  mainly  in  the  mixed -conifer  open-meadow  catagory  with  some 
willow,  birch  or  elder  along  the  stream  bank.  The  forest  cover  recently 
occupied  perhaps  40%  of  the  plat  area,  however  pioneering  access  roads  and 
logging  projects  have  considerably  reduced  the  area  so  covered.  The  visual 
impact  from  these  recent  disruptions  has  been  very  noticeable  from  Highway  202. 

The  balance  of  the  property  is  open  range  or  grassy  meadow  related  no  doubt  to 
the  earlier  ranching  activities  in  the  area.  Disturbance  in  these  areas  should  be 
short  term  and  nominal  if  residences  are  completed  with  consideration  to  their 
aesthetic  potential. 

WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPTS 

Water  Supply-  The  domestic  water  supply  for  these  lots  is  to  be  provided  by 
individual  well.  The  feasibility  of  this  approach  has  been  established  by  the 
recent  completion  of  two  drilled  wells  (one  each,  in  the  east  and  west  half) 
to  a depth  of  80  feet.  Both  were  tested  by  bailer  at  25  gallon  per  minute. 

Both  wells  also  show  clay  barriers  at  good  depth  which  will  protect  the  source  from 
surface  contamination  by  septic  tank  effluents.  A water  supply  of  good  quality 
and  satisfactory  volume  is  reasonably  well  assurred  to  the  future  users  without 
the  public  health  problems  usually  associated  with  the  questionable  use  of 
surface  supplies. 

Sewage  Disposal -Individual  sewage  disposal  systems  (septic  tank  and  absorption 
fields)  are  the  developers  method  of  choice.  Because  the  soils  are  ameanable 
for  such  use  a 900  gallon  septic  tank  with  150  square  feet  of  drainfield 
(a  two  bedroom  residence)  will  meet  the  base  requirements  of  State  standards. 

Larger  residences  will  have  drainfields  proportionately  larger. 

Solid  Waste-The  disposal  of  solid  waste  could  become  a problem.  Since  the 
area  is  in  Sanders  County,  that  counties  facilities  should  be  used  and  these 
are  not  particularly  convenient.  The  nearest  site  being  managed  in  a semi- 
approved  manner  is  at  Noxon.  The  Cedar  Grove  area  is  also  outside  the  existing 
range  of  any  of  the  commercial  haulers.  Full  development  of  this  subdivision 
without  the  concurrant  development  of  solid  waste  facilities  by  the  county 
could  add  to  existing  solid  waste  problems  in  this  county. 

Storm  Runoff  and  Flooding-During  the  many  months  of  review  on  this  project 
numerous  complaints  were  received  relative  to  potential  flooding  and  storm 
runoff  problems.  To  meet  this  criticism  the  following  information  has  been 
provided . 

1)  Cross-sections  (topographical)  were  constructed  by  the  engineer  and 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  State  of  Montana, 
for  determination  of  the  100  year  flood  elevations.  Data,  so  received, 
was  anotated  on  the  plan  maps  and  the  probable  flood  zone  clearly  defined. 
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2)  From  this  flood  map  it  was  clearly  apparent  that  the  area  of  greatest 
flood  damage,  the  gently  sloping  southwest  corner  of  the  subdivision 
was  that  ground  most  seriously  affected,  and  this  same  area  has  been 
specifically  exempted  on  the  final  plat.  In  actual  fact  only  4 lots 
out  of  the  total  34  would  be  even  slightly  affected  by  a 100  year  flood. 

25  to  30%  of  each  of  these  4 lots  would  be  innundated  along  their  river 
frontage.  The  100  year  flood  elevation  along  this  front  is  1813.45 

while  the  "back  or  high  portion"  of  all  four  of  these  lots  is  1819  to  1820. 
Obviously  the  sewage  systems  for  the  residences  on  these  lots  can  be 
constructed  without  violating  the  four  foot  standard  of  the  Department 
of  Health.  A refusal  to  approve  this  subdivision  by  reason  of  ground 
water  encroachment  or  flood  plain  dam.age  is  not  warranted. 

3)  Storm  runoff  from  the  south,  southwest  slope  of  Berray  Mountain  is 
normally  collected  into  a drainage  gulch  which  has  heretofore  discharged 
(under  the  highway  by  means  of  a small  culvert)  out  onto  a broad  front 
now  occupied  by  part  of  the  subdivision.  It  might  even  be  postulated 
that  the  west  third  of  the  subdivision  is  sited  on  outwash  debris, 
mixed  with,  or  superimposed  on,  the  predominant  glacial  deposits.  The 
threat  of  short  term  flooding  into  residences  built  without  knowledge  of 
this  condition  could  be  significant.  However,  the  highway  culvert  under 
Highway  202  is  reported  to  be  reasonably  well  aligned  with  one  of  the 
interior  access  roads  and  it  is  the  developers  intention  to  provide  a large 
drainage  ditch  along  side  this  road  competant  enough  to  handle  normal 
spring  flow  from  the  mountains.  This  ditch  would  then  discharge  out  onto 
the  unbuilt  "exemption"  area  prior  to  surface  discharge  into  the  river. 

Properly  constructed  runoff  associated  with  this  drainage  should  thereby 
mitigate  any  problems  for  the  people  residing  in  this  portion  of  the 
subdivision.  In  the  most  serious  circumstance  no  more  than  three  lots 
should  be  affected  by  the  potentialities  of  the  problem. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  drainage  bed  is  not  even  accorded  the  status 
of  an  intermittant  stream  on  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  maps.  Flow 
usually  goes  underground  at  the  top  fo  the  alluvial  fan  well  away  from 
the  subdivision  and  it  requires  substantial  runoff  for  water  to  reach 
the  highway  culvert  in  any  quantity.  However,  such  a runoff  did  occur 
very  early  this  spring  at  the  time  of  the  Noxon-Troy-Libby  floods  and  it 
should  be  necessary  for  the  developer  to  accommodate  this  situation  in 
his  final  road  construction  at  the  property. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT 

This  is  the  first  subdivision  of  any  significant  density  to  be  proposed  for 
that  25  miles  of  highway  202  between  Bull  Lake  and  the  Clark  Fork  of  the 
Columbia  River.  A precedent  will  have  been  established  which  will  undoubtedly 
attract  other  similar  developments.  This  will  be  especially  true  if  the  A.  S.  & R. 
Spar  Lake  Mine  becomes  an  active  mining  operation.  The  most  serious  impacts 
associated  with  creation  of  this  project  would  be  : 
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1)  A demand  for  public  services;  fire  protection,  law  enforcement,  education 
facilities,  road  maintenance,  electric  power,  telephone  and  solid  waste 
disposal  that  the  county  will  find  difficult  to  satisfy. 

2)  Aesthetic,  because  of  the  high  visibility  of  the  project  from  the  highway 
as  compared  v/ith  the  pre-existing  rural,  scenic  status  of  the  area. 

Virtually  all  adverse  comments  received  by  this  office  have  made  note  of 
this  specific  point. 

3)  The  possible  degredation  of  surface  waters  and/or  the  creation  of  public 
health  problems  associated  with  this  degredation.  Sanders  County  has 
neither  a Public  Health  Officer  nor  a County  Sanitarian.  Projects  involving 
sewer,  water  or  solid  waste  often  have  a tendency  to  follow  expediency 
rather  than  approved  standards  simply  because  there  is  no  enforcement  system 
in  the  county  and  there  is  no  local  agent  to  provide  proper  information. 

4)  The  possible  loss  of  fish  and  wildlife  potential.  This  will  be  particularly 
true  if  the  average  numbers  of  pets  (dogs  and  cats)  are  allowed  to  roam 
free  in  pursuit  of  waterfowl,  game  birds  or  big  game  animals,  in  an  area 
hitherto  free  of  such  harrassraent. 

5)  A threat  to  highway  safety.  Visibility  is  poor  approaching  from  the  west 
around  a bend  into  the  turnoff  areas.  Procedures  should  be  reviewed  by 
the  highway  department  to  moderate  this  potential  problem,  especially  if 
numerous  near  highway  commercial  developments  materialize  on  these  lots  so 
designated. 

6)  Possible  flash  flooding  from  the  mountains  to  the  east.  This  factor  will 
have  impact  only  if  proper  precautions  are  not  made,  essentially  as  described, 
to  meet  the  obvious  needs. 

I 

Opposed  to  these  impacts  is  the  fact  that  the  county  tax  base  will  be  increased; 

; a matter  of  no  small  importance  in  a county  which  is  mostly  owned  by  the  United 
States  Government.  It  could  also  provide  much  needed  modern  housing  for  the 
increased  industrial  (mining)  potential  of  the  area  while  generating  a concurrent 
I demand  for  services  in  terms  of  payroll  and  sales. 


; ALTERNATIVES 

No  alternatives  were  considered  once  it  was  firmly  established  that  the  plat 
ihad  been  accepted  by  the  County  Commissioners  and  the  land  use  decision  thereby 
imade.  State  Department  of  Health  Regulations  relative  to  water,  sewer,  and 
I solid  waste  have  been  researched  carefully  and  insofar  as  planning  purposes  are 
iConcerned  these  matters  are  within  acceptable  compliance.  Other  less  tangible 
I impacts  which  have  been  mentioned  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Sanders 
jCounty  authorities  and  cannot  be  utilized  as  the  basis  for  disapproval  or 

modification  without  their  support. 
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LONG  TERM  VS.  SHORT  TERM  USAGES  & THE  COMMITMENT  OF  RESOURCES 

Ranching  as  opposed  to  considerably  more  dense  human  habitation  for  residential 
and  recreational  purposes  resulting  in  the  commitment  of  38  acres  to  intense 
use  with  an  additional  secondary  commitment  on  many  acres  of  adjacent  acreage 
to  more  intense  recreational  use. 


PUBLIC  OBJECTIONS 

There  have  been  numerous  public  objections  to  this  project,  all  of  which  have  been 
answered  in  detail  by  this  statement. 

This  division  action  is  considered  to  be  NOT  SIGNIFICANT. 

A stamped  approval  will  be  impressed  onto  the  plat  and  the  plat  returned  to 
the  County  Commissioners  for  filing  in  the  very  near  future.  Conditions  of 
this  approval  also  will  be  attached  to  the  plat  in  the  most  convenient  manner  availabl 
The  developer  will  be  required  by  this  approval  to  provide  purchasers  with  typical 
lot  layouts  to  guide  him  in  the  utilization  of  his  property  without  violating 
public  health  standards. 

Information  contained  in  this  review  statement  was  provided  from  plans  submitted 
by  Mr.  J.  Ninneman,  P.E.  & R.  S.  of  Troy,  Montana  for  Mr.  G.  Scandalis,  San  Luis, 
Obispo,  CA.  Mr.  C.  Parrett,  Floodway  Management,  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
provided  flood  plain  information.  C & L Plumbing,  Libby,  MT  a licensed  well 
drilling  firm  provided  well  log  information.  Numerour  other  agencies,  individuals, 
and  publications  were  consulted  in  the  search  for  related  facts  on  the  matter. 


APPENDIX  •'A'* 


Restrictive  covenants  have  been  filed  with  the  Sanders  County  Clerk  and  Recorder; 
Document  128  329,  Volume  10,  Pages  207  thru  209.  In  essence,  these  restrictions 
state  that: 

1)  No  lots  may  be  further  subdivided. 

2)  All  lots  are  residential  except  1-9  which  shall  be  commercial. 

3)  All  facilities  shall  be  constructed  in  accordance  with  Dept,  of  Health  standards. 

4)  Structures  should  be  completed  within  3 years  of  start-up. 

5)  If  mobile  homes  are  utilized  as  residence  they  can  be  no  smaller  than  40  x 8, 
on  a foundation  and  include  the  approved  concepts  as  to  sewerage,  water  and 
solid  waste. 

6)  Custom-built  residences  can  be  no  smaller  than  500  square  feet. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Cedar  Grove  Ranch 


June  14,  1974 
Page  Seven 


7)  No  cattle,  goats,  sheep  or  pigs  shall  be  raised  or  kept. 

8)  There  is  a specified  accumulated  "junk"  paragraph. 

9)  There  is  a construction  standard  as  to  exterior  coverings. 

.0)  No  basement  without  a superstructure  may  be  used  as  a residence. 

.1)  Easements  exist  as  required  for  services. 

.2)  An  enforcement  clause  exists. 

.3)  There  are  specific  conditions  to  be  met  if  any  of  the  above  are  to  be 
modified  or  eliminated. 
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^ Department  of  Health  and  EnHronmentaf  Sciences 

STATS  CFsVICSrvJTArsJA  Helena, Montana  59601 


JcKn  S,  Anderson  M.D. 
DM^CTOR 


DEC  1 


December  17,  1973 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse;  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Lee  State  Bureau,  317  Allen,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Assn.,  526  No.  Bozeman  Ave. , Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Ave.,  Bozeman 

Janet  Van  Swearingen,  League  of  Women  Voters,  5205  Kerr  Drive,  Helena 

Dr.  Wayne  Thompson,  1317  So.  Third,  Bozeman 

Duane  Bowles,  809  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Erwin  Lachenmaier,  1310  So.  Third  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Rick  Applegate,  Route  3,  Box  114,  Bozeman 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Itontana  State  Library,  Helena 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

Lots  6 and  7 Cliff  Manor  Subdivision, 

A Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)(3); 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  ’^^ra.ter  supply  and  sewage  dis- 
posal for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  the  act  to  control 
water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  negative  declaration 
is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  Lots 
6 and  7 of  Cliff  Manor  Subdivision  located  in  the  Gallatin  Canyon  in 
Gallatin  County,  Montana  for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting 
the  removal  of  the  sanitary  restriction  which  has  been  placed  upon  the 
property. 


The  purpose  of  this  „ of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 

governmental  agencies  and  publ  ^ fnmact  statement,  lliis  declaration 

intent  not  to  .^ite  an  environmental  impac.  statement 

will  be  eirculat^  sa^iitary^restriction  that  has  been  imposed  upon  Lots 
?L5Tof  cuff  San^SuSirision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  cements 
received. 

i°h.^fafi:rin™River°“T^erare  o"bl  afa  building  site  for  one 

reshScl  InSvSual  waLr  and  sewer  systems  are  proposed. 

Si!;  t.SSSSifkr . ..«•  •sSi.'rrSSS’ 

The  alternatives  available  to  this  ®operty'^or°refuse  to  remwe 

restriction  that  ''^^®®2i^io^s'‘action  is  considered  not  significant 
:r^hrSirornta?;:vter;r:cess  did  not  indicate  a significant  environ 
mental  impact  from  the  proposed  action. 


. 6^.  

Ph  Keppner > Soils  Scientist 

Water  Quality  Bureau  _ _ _ 

T- <^ripnces  Divisiou 


r u 7QAQ  T?  u #1  Hrantville,  Pennsylvania  17028 

cc:  William  Logan,  Box  7869  R.U.  ffi,  branivxxic,  / 

Ben  Wake,  Administrator 

Dan  Vichorek,  Technical  Writer 
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Department  of  Health  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  DOCUiEHTS 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


OCT  8 1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


October  4 , 1974 


^^C^nAr4A  ST  ATP  J-RAs, 

930  r lyndate 

. D M r, 10^0  5.9501 


V'!  jl 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Berger,  Anderson,  Sinclair  & Murphy,  2512  Third  Avenue 
North,  Billings 

Mueller  Engineering,  1629  Avenue  D,  Suite  7,  Billings 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of 
Planning,  Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Assn.,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th 
Avenue,  Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture 
Center,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Helena 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana, 
Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
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Gallatin  National  Forest,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Layton  Thompson,  918  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 
Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1, 
Box  1410,  Hcunilton 

Gallatin  County  Study  Team,  Montana  State  University, 
Bozeman 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South 
Eighth,  Bozeman 

City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared 
for  Cougar  Park  First  Filing,  a proposed  subdivision  in 
Gallatin  County,  Montana.  This  document  is  being  sent  to 
you  for  your  inf omation. 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  water  supply  system  and  the 
sewage  disposal  system.  This  declaration  is  intended  to 
insure  all  concerned  groups  and  individuals  that  this 
approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  and 
platting  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW:APK: sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

COUGAR  PARK  FIRST  FILING, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section 
69-6504  (b)  (3),  R.C.M,  1947;  the  act  controlling  both 

public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005,  R.C.M. 
1947;  and  the  act  controlling  water  pollution.  Sections 
69-4801  through  69-4827,  R.C.M.  1947,  the  following 
negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  Cougar  Park 
First  Filing,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County 
for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting  sub- 
division plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned 
public  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  pre- 
pare an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  document 
will  be  circulated  for  15  days. 

The  proposed  Cougar  Park  Subdivision  First  Filing  is 
located  in  the  SW  1/4  Section  18,  Township  2 South, 

Range  5 East,  MPM.  It  consists  of  7.401  acres  divided 
into  three  lots  and  1.730  acres  of  roads.  The  land  is 
currently  being  used  to  pasture  livestock.  It  has  been 
irrigated  in  years  past.  Deer  have  been  known  to  inhabit 
the  property. 

Drilled  wells  are  a feasible  source  of  domestic  water. 
Logs  for  drilled  wells  on  adjacent  property  indicate 
aquifers  at  35  to  40  feet  and  at  about  80  feet. 

The  groundwater  during  high  water  season  rises  to  within 
four  feet  of  the  surface.  Therefore,  an  above-ground 
drainfield  with  a minimum  absorption  area  of  1,250 
square  feet  is  proposed.  In  the  case  of  these  three 
lots,  this  disposal  system  is  deemed  a valid  concept  for 
the  following  reasons; 
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1.  There  is  a large  drainfield  surface  area  provided. 

2.  The  two  and  one-half  acre  lots  allow  sufficient  room 
for  expansion  or  replacement  if  necessary. 

3.  The  installation  is  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a 
registered  professional  engineer, 

4.  There  is  to  be  an  inspection  port  to  check  on  its 
functioning . 

5.  These  systems  are  experimental  in  nature  and  will 
give  valuable  information  to  the  department  concerning 
their  proper  sizing  and  functioning  in  the  climate  of 
the  Gallatin  valley. 


It  should  be  noted  that  approval  of  these  experimental 
above-ground  systems  should  not  be  treated  as  approval  of 
this  type  of  system  for  other  lots  in  the  future. 

Approved  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  are  available 
to  the  proposed  subdivision. 

Environmental  Impacts  and  Irretrievable  Commitments 


1.  Agricultural  productivity  of  9.131  acres  of  irrigated 
pasture  and  hayland  will  be  lost. 

2.  Deer  and  smaller  species  of  wildlife  that  inhabit  the 
area  will  be  displaced. 

3.  The  increasing  use  of  land  in  this  area  for  residential 
types  of  development  contribute  to  the  alteration  of 

a rural  landscape  and  a rural  life  style  to  a suburban 
landscape  and  life  style. 

4.  The  local  grade  school  presently  has  124  students  and 
is  reported  operating  at  or  above  the  design  capacity. 

Alternatives  Available  to  this  Department 

There  are  two  basic  alternatives  available  to  this  department 
with  respect  to  this  subdivision,  and  that  is  approval  or 
nonapproval.  Plans  and  specifications  for  the  individual 
water  supply  systems,  individual  sewage  disposal  systems, 
and  the  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  are  now  in  com- 
pliance with  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  standards.  This  department's  action  is 
considered  not  significant. 
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This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner, 
Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  from  infomnation 
submitted  by  the  developer  and  Mueller  Engineering. 


^ ^ ■ I a a 


MAY  8 1974 

Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  5%oi 
May  7,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development , Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
Carl  Johnson,  Route  3,  Billings 
Ray  Strecker,  Route  3,  Billings 
Jack  Roma,  Route  3,  Billings 
Louis  Schroeder,  Route  3,  Billings 
James  Crouse,  Route  3,  Billings 
Dave  Shaules,  Route  3,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  DAVE  SHAULES  FEEDLOT 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Dave  Shaules  feedlot  and  his  request 
for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  northeast 
of  Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you 
care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that 
time. 

Mr.  Dave  Shaules  currently  operates  a confined  livestock  feeding  opera- 
tion having  a capacity  for  900  feeder  cattle.  This  feeding  operation  encom- 
passes approximately  3 acres  and  is  located  in  the  SE  1/4  of  the  SE  1/4  of 
Sec.  32,  T.  2 N. , R.  27  E. , of  Yellowstone  County.  The  location  of  this 
operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  very  flat  with  slopes  of  less  than 
0.5%.  Extraneous  drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  feeding  area  by  an 
irrigation  canal  located  on  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  feeding  area. 
Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  the  extremely  flat  topography  and  any  runoff 
which  would  occur  would  be  carried  by  a separate  irrigation  ditch  to  agricul- 
tural land  under  their  control.  This  runoff  would  be  contained  on  this 
agricultural  land  with  little  possibility  of  ever  reaching  state  waters. 

Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feeding  area  twice  per  year  and  spread  on 
agricultural  land  owned  by  the  operator.  Approximately  200  acres  of  agricul- 
tural land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 


Dave  Shaules  Feedlot 

Page  2 

May  7,  1974 


Insecticides  and  bait  are  used  when  necessary  to  control  the  fly 
population  around  the  feeding  area.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through 
the  Billings  Rendering  Plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment, but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good 
waste  management  program.  If  this  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in 
the  application  is  followed,  the  problems  of  air  pollution  should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Shaules  would  be 
the  relocation  of  the  existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  is  locat( 
in  an  agricultural  area  and  is  part  of  Mr.  Shaules’  farming  operation.  In  vi( 
of  such  facts  and  the  cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does  not  appea: 
warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water 
pollution  from  this  confined  feeding  operation,  and  it  appears  that  the  waste 
management  program  being  followed  provides  adequate  environmental  protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  POCmRrr 


HELENA,  MONTANA  55<)01 


KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL,  MT  59901  Johns. 


Anderson  MD 

OIRCCTOR 


December  11,  1973 


Mr.  Hubert  Delesalle,  100  W.  Cottonwood  Drive,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station, 

Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

iTlt  A Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell^  MT  59901 
B.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish  MT  5^937 
wlter^n  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kal ispell , ’mT  59901 

Mn  r ^ ^ ureau.  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena  MT  59601 

De":e?:^e“rHeUnl?  m®°596Sr“''' 


Gentlemen ; 


axclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the 
division,  near  Evergreen,  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


Delesalle  Sub- 


The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water 
supply  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  This  declaration  Lfines  the 
project  and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  ap- 
ITZl  "h  development  of  an  impact  statement,  m doing  LftL  LclILtL 

is  intended  to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  with- 
vision  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Lbdi- 


Sincerel^, 

- . 

^ V7ilbur^^Aikln,  P .E  . 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Kalispell  Regional  Office 
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A Negative  Declaration 
for 


THE  DELESALLE  ADDITION 


DIVISION: 

Invironmental  Sciences 

PREPARED  BY: 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

DATE 

12-11-73 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Administra- 
tive Approval,  Subdivision 

^ ground  one  mile  east  of  Kalispell  on  the  north  side  of 

.S . Highway  2 ._  An  existing  paved  road  - Cottonwood  Drive  - bounds  the  area  on  the  west 

DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Administrative  approval  is  being  asked  for  the  water  sup 
ply,  sewage,  disposal  and  solid  waste  plans  which  have  been  submitted  for  the  12  lots  to 
be  platted  out  of  this  3.89  Acre  tract.  Lots  all  average  13,000  to  14,000  ft.^  in  size. 


1.  Water  Supply  - to  be  provided  by  the  EVERGREEN  WATER  DISTRICT  #1 

2.  Sewage  Disposal  - to  utilize  individual  septic  tanks  and  abeorption  fields 

3.  Solid  Waste  - to  the  Flathead  County  laadfill  site  via  private  hauler 


TINcW  INFORMATION:  Soils  are  silty  loams  with  severe  restrictions  because  of  slow 
permeability.  135  ft.  of  drain  field  will  be  required  per  bedroom  and  seepage  pits 
. (dry  wells)  will  be  expressly  prohibited.  Area  is  outside  (as  an  island)  100  year  flood 
plain  area  on  both  the  1969  flood  plain  report  and  the  new  1973  flood  plain  map.  Ground 
^ater  elevations  met  state  standards  during  1973.  No  part  of  area  is  known  to  have  re- 

\ ceived  sawdust/chip  fill.  ^ 

lO'IMENTS: 

• /’•.  /"Vironmental  Impact  - Area  is  already  committed  to  mixed  residential  and  commer- 
! cial  development.  Physical  and  visual  impact  will  be  minimal  because  of  existing  high 
I background  effects.  ^ 

1 f u subdivision  has  had  a public  hearing  and  has  received  conditional  approval 

of  the  Flathead  Board  of  County  Commissioners  as  exprased through  the  Area -wide  Planning 
Organization.  ^ 


• Vu  Environmental  Effects  - The  cumulative  effects  of  continuing  devekpment 

in  the  Evergreen  area  is  having  an  adverse  effect  on  available  services,  particularly 
.schools.  As  vacant  parcels  become  occupied  the  need  for  new  services  (such  as  sewers) 
fis  also  becoming  increasingly  acute.  The  high  cost  of  such  new  or  expanding  services 
will  eventually  create  a heavy  economic  impact  on  the  area. 

3.  Alternatives  - 1.  Approved  as  submitted 

2.  Approved  contingent  upon  an  increase  in  lot  size 

3.  Disapproved  for  cause 


4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  □ Not  Significant  IZ] 

Basis  for  Decision:  Because  plans  and  supplemental  information  meets  the  e:<isting 
tate  standards  for  water  supply.  Individual  sewage  disposal  and  solid  waste  disposal, 
decision  for  approval  will  be  recorded. 
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Department  of  Health  and  Ef^ronmental  Sciences 

lesT/vTc  nc  A LJCICKIA  ki/~\klTAklA  crkA./M 


'STATE  OF  MONTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

February  5,  1975 


Cfr  5 197 5 M ^ 

rUL?  ^ iwa  w DIRECTOR 

STATE  DOCUMENTS 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 

John  Herndon,  Co.  San.,  Box  504,  Chinook 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Ed.  Toth,  17  - 3rd  Street,  Havre 

Mr.  Ralph  Anderson,  East  of  Havre,  Havre 

Mr.  J.  E.  Larsen,  830  - 2nd  Street,  Havre 

Mr.  Adrian  Doll,  1104  - 6th  Street,  Havre 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 
DOLL  HOG  FARM 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Doll  Hog  Farm  and  a request  by 
Mr.  Adrian  Doll  for  waste  discharge  permit  for  his  animal  confinement 
facility  located  east  of  Havre,  Montana, 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies,  public  groups,  and  affected  private  citizens  of 
the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact 
statement.  This  negative  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period 
of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not 
a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on 
this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Doll  currently  maintains  a confined  swine  operation  encompassing 
approximately  17  acres  and  having  capacity  for  approximately  1,500  swine 
at  a site  located  five  miles  east  of  Havre,  Montana  on  U,  S.  Highway  #2. 
The  animal  confinement  facility  is  located  in  the  NW'^,  NW%,  Sec.  5,  and 
the  NE^^,  NE%,  of  Sec.  6,  both  in  T.  32  N. , R.  17  E. , of  Hill  County. 

The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

This  livestock  operation  consists  of  a farrowing  barn  and  open,  dirt 
lots  used  for  growing  and  finishing.  Surface  runoff  from  the  feeding 
area  is  contained  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  operation  by  a recently, 
constructed  dike.  This  dike  creates  a retention  pond  capable  of 
retaining  the  runoff  from  the  feeding  area  which  could  be  expected 
following  a 10-year,  24-hour  rainfall  event.  The  waste  material  which 
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Doll  Hog  Farm 
Page  2 

February  5,  1975 


accumulates  in  the  retention  pond  will  be  removed  as  necessary  to  insure 
maximum  storage  capacity  in  the  retention  pond.  The  feeding  area  encom- 
passes a rather  steep  slope  and  erosion  from  this  slope  is  significant.  The 
sediment  ould,  however,  be  trapped  in  the  retention  pond  rather  than  be 
discharged  to  the  adjacent  Milk  River.  Waste  material  which  is  removed 
from  the  feeding  area  as  well  as  the  control  facility  will  be  disposed 
of  by  spreading  on  agricultural  land  owned  and  operated  by  the  Vita-Rich 
Dairy. 

Any  livestocK  operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
an  acceptable  waste  management  program.  The  retention  structure  which 
has  been  constructed  should  prevent,  under  normal  conditions,  any  dis- 
charge to  state  waters  and  the  waste  management  program  proposed  should 
minimize  other  adverse  effects. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  the  applicant  in  this  situation 
would  be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  As  long  as  the  waste  con- 
trol facilities  and  waste  management  program  provide  adequate  environ- 
mental protection,  such  relocation  does  not  seem  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Qualfty  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPrvlf 
Attachment 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 

Clark  Nielson,  Air  Quality  Bureau 
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land  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


OP  IVIOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  5%01 


May  16,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


STATE  pOCUMENrs 

/Sta  te  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Mineral  County  Courthouse,  Superior 

Charles  Huntley,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off.,  Box  58,  Superior 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Mr.  William  E.  Billings,  Box  145,  St.  Regis 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

E & B ENTERPRISES 


^Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declarapon  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement 
facility  operated  by  Mr.  William  E.  Billings  of  St.  Regis,  Montana. 

. has  made  application  for  his  animal  confinement  facility 

located  west  of  St.  Regis,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement  regarding  this 
tacility.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days 
following  wmch  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste 
discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this 
proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

^ Mr.  Billings  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement  facility 
aving  capacity  for  approximately  150  swine.  This  facility  is  located 

Mineral  County,  approximately 
seven  miles  west  of  St.  Regis,  Montana.  The  location  of  this  facility  is 
shown  on  the  attached  map.  i dci  i iiy  is 

thp  which  is  generated  by  the  livestock  held  within 

building  is  discharged  to  an  earthen  retention  pond 
hp  confinement  building.  This  retention  pond  will 

e prot-cted  from  surface  runoff  so  that  the  only  process  generated 
wastewater  contained  in  that  facility  will  be  the  livestock  waste  plus 

win  accumulating  in  the  retention  fLility 

will  be  allowed  to  evaporate  or  will  be  removed  by  honey  wagon  and 
disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  The  retention  facility 
will  be  managed  so  that  there  is  no  discharge  of  pollutants  to  state 
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E S B Enterprises 
May  16,  1975 
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Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  controlled 
through  a routine  spraying  and  baiting  program.  Dead  animals  will  be 
disposed  of  through  burial  in  an  acceptable  location. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  such  as  this  can  have  an  effect  on 
the  environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through 
location  and  adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program,  The  animal 
confinement  facility  in  question  is  quite  well  removed  from  any  developed 
area  and  should  thereby  not  create  a significant  air  pollution  problem, 
Adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  proposed  should 
result  in  no  discharge  of  pollutants  to  state  waters  and  nuisance  condt’^ 
tions  from  the  waste  material  should  be  minimal,  The  only  alternative 
that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Billings  would  be  to  relocate  the  existing 
facility.  As  long  as  the  waste  material  is  managed  in  such  a way  that  it 
does  not  create  nuisance  conditions  and  the  process  generated  wastewater 
contained  in  the  waste  control  facilities,  such  relocation  does  not  seem 
justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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A NBGATIVE  DGCIARATION 


AT E DO CU  i S 

i^OV  i 2 1973 


for 


'GAST  EVERGREEN  MOBILE  MANOT. 

A I’roposecl  Trailer  Court  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Fursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  I'olicy  Act,  Sect  ion  6‘l-6504  (b)  (3);  the  act 
:ontrolling  the  licensing  of  Trailer  Courts,  Section  69-5602;  and  the  act  to  control 
7ater  pollution,  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  statement  is  prepared  by  the 
)tate  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  East  Evergreen  Mobile 
lanor  Trailer  Court,  east  of  r.alispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana,  for  which  a sub- 
littal  has  been  received  requesting  a license  to  operate  as  an  approved  trailer  park 
iacility . 


ENERAL 


;'he  purpose  of  a negative  declaration  is  to  inform  interested  agencies  and  organizations 
f a State  agency's  intent  not  to  write  a full  environmental  impact  statement. 

’’ast  Evergreen  Mobile  Manor  is  a proposed  62-unit  trailer  court  in  Evergreen,  and  is 
^ocated  on  East  Evergreen  Drive,  about  200  feet  East  of  LaSalle  Road.  The  location 
's  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

he  proposed  site  is  owned,  and  would  be  developed,  by  Mr.  Charles  i^eller  of  Evergreen, 
nd  plans,  data  and  specifications  have  been  prepared  by  his  engineer,  D.K.  Marquardt. 

!lie262-unit  court  would  be  located  on  10.1  acres,  and  the  lots  are  generally  about  5,000 
t.  in  size,  or  approximately  50x100  feet. 

I iSRTINSNT  INFORMATION  & DATA 

4:cording  to  the  1969  Corps  of  Engineer's  1969  flood  report,  the  proposed  development 
5 not  within  the  100-year  flood  plain. 


^-Cording  to  the  S.C.S.  Flathead  Valley  soils  reports,  soils  in  the  area  are  a mixture 
i:  Kiwanis  and  Birch  loams,  with  "moderate”  septic  tank  use  restrictions  due  to  water 
bble.  Generally  speaking,  the  S.C.S.  moderate  restrictions  classification  meets  this 
bpartment's  regulations  for  ground  water  separation. 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
East  Evergreen  Mobile  Manor 


November  5,  1973 
Page  Two 


Data  supplied  by  the  engineers  for  the  developer  indicate  the  ground  water  is  at  a 
depth  of  some  ten  feet,  so  installation  of  septic  tanks  would  meet  this  Departnent's 
requirements  in  that  regard. 


REASONS  FOR  NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


This  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  in  lieu  of  a full  environmental  impact  state- 
ment for  the  following  reasons; 

1.  The  impact  on  the  natural  environment  of  the  area  is  thought  to  be  slight,  as  the 
surrounding  area  is  all  residential  and  largely  developed. 

2.  A number  of  trailer  courts  exist  in  Evergreen,  so  a new  trailer  court  would  not 
establish  any  change  in  land  use. 

3.  The  soils  and  water  table  appear  acceptable  for  septic  tank-drainf ield  sewage 
disposal . 

4.  Water  would  be  supplied  by  the  Evergreen  Water  Company,  a good  source  of  water. 

5.  The  area  is  not  on  the  lOO-year  flood  plain. 

6.  No  party  has  requested  a full  environmental  impact  statement. 


THIS  NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  HAS  BEEN  PREPARED  BY: 


David  Nunnallee,  BSCE,  MSCE,  PE,  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  Montana  State  Department 
of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  Related  experience  includes  six  years  of  work 
as  a sanitary  engineer  for  the  States  of  Washington  and  Montana. 
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Mr.  Charles  Keller,  103  E.  Cottonwood  Dr.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr.  Jim  Peterson,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  6e  Environmental  Sciences, 

Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  & 

Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  5^^601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Board,  3 Ford  Building,  lalispell,  MT  59901 
Bruce  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59^37 
Mr.  Les  Sspeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Saitarian,  Box  919,  I'alispell,  MT  5^^901 
Mr.  Maurice  Eddie,  236  LaSalle  Road,  Kalispell,  MT  59^01 

Evergreen  Advisory  Board,  Attn;  Mr.  Vern  Dye,  45  Meadowlark  Dr.,  Kalispell,  MT  59^01 
Springdale  Addition  Improvement  Ass'n.,  Attn:  Orin  Bleken,  131  Cedar  Dr.,  Kalispell,  MT 


A 


1 


.!  r . k ..»*  ‘.lit  lo  o„5  5.M.1.-.i  <5.  o« 

t*  I,.  .Pi-  g .>  > ' I*rt3  al 


I 


, * - .j  ^ -*4*  »»♦■•  Ifi  'n?»cim3l3v«*  l^Ta'irjy  IX  tic 

,«  »•■  od  ..5  i.,5„iM.oi  Ji» 

. ■ ^ ,,i.«7,l.n  nt  -5  -i  <ii  30»>'O  »■**»<»  i“t»«>  5?  TJ^'"  *1.;.' 

i«„o  oUid  1»5ov  h.o 

,1100.  HOC. . .v.H'^0  ^ 

# • '^1 


, jrtorvi# 


-nhjja’tc'T'O  *’*  ■ 

iboif  lo 


* ■ » 


..,  ',  d-.-"  oAidot 


Jtar^  If jj>  ^ i^r  ^ ^ « . 


% • 

« • 


,«.€  1.-^  -1=)^ . ' •.  — r-^'  « -:  ^7' J .!,« m7.dij.iJ 

5n»oe  n«  .li.issii*  .«•*  “ ‘mkij  , jitoh  .»o»j*5.i8'a*v^’.^^^ 

e rfi.  ifct  IiiJracwnWoS  ^ 4'  V 3n  -.  iiisqa/.  0 ^ , anaisH-jl  j 


wa^f  B .od«i^*fl 

{Od<’f  2(5  . i.'niffci  J*  ’‘‘7  S'*'  I*  < *i.d  '♦•10’/ 1 

s \ . , 7.  -.-u  inafA  .Irtioa 


4 , .xfi  TnhPV  l£i  .a^JlsSrU  «%rtO  ^»r3JA  4nw«MiT«  it-«  ? ® 


JM  .tlA^AlJSi 


KALISPELL  QUADRANGLE 
MONTANA -FLATHEAD  CO 
7 5 MINUTE  SERIES  (TOPOGRAPHL.  ) '' 


EVj£rRC:ffiE£N 
(AO&rUE  E'lf^NOfL. 


s 


^ . 

Department  of  Heath  and  Er^ronmentalScences 

STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  55^1 

KALlSrELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1031 -Kal  ispell , MT  59901  John s. Anderson m d 

AAONT  AN  A S T A ^ f P ^ . n / 

930  East  Lynd  ole  A*vet1U§ 

Bdlenai  Montano  59601  April  5,  1974 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 


COPIES  TO: 


P Mr.  Irving  Hanson,  President,  Whitefish  City-County  Planning  Board,  Ramsey  Add'n  Whitefish 
d D.  S.  MacKenzie,  M.D.  301  4th  Ave . Havre,  MT  59501 
-j  Putnam  & Associates,  119  Main  Kal  ispell,  MT  59901 
Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  59601 
t Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept.  Attn.  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Helena  59601 
} Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env . Sciences  Helena,  Attn:  Art  Clarkson 

i Montana  State  Dept.  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Development, 
Capitol  Station,  Helena  59601 
L Montana  State  Library  930  E,  Lyndale  Ave.  Helena  59601 
i Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena  59601 
j Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  Kalispell,  MT  59601 
' Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Organization  Board  3 Ford  Bldg.  Kalispell  59901 
B.  McIntyre,  M.D.  Flathead  County  Health  Officer  Box  427  Whitefish,  59937 
! Flathead  County  Sanitarian's  Office  Box  919  Kalispell  59901 
d Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell  59901 
j Student  Environmental  Research  Center  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  59801 
I Trout  Unlimited  % Mr.  Gary  Hanson  Plaza  West  I Kalispell,  MT  59901 

t'j  Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  St.  Missoula  59801 
I Flathead  Tomorrow,  Kathy  Thompson,  President  Box  173,  Bigfork,  59911 


Gentlemen: 

Die  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  proposed  Eagle -Point 
: Subdi vis  ion,  near  Whitefish  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  individuals  and  agencies  of  this 
! divisions  intent  to  approve  the  proposed  without  developing  an  impact  statement. 
Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  conments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  in  this  statement,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 

Sincerely, 

/■^ 

. H''.  . ■/' 

\..  - 

Wilhut^'O.  AikTin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
^ Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECIA RATION 


FOR 

EAGLE-POINT  SUBDIVISION 


DIVISION : Environmental  Sciences 

PREPARED  BY:  W.  0.  Aikin  , Public  Health  Engineer 
lATE : April  5,  1974 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Approval  of  Water  & Sewer  in  a Subdivision 
LOCATION : Sec.  4,  T.31N,  R.22W 

SIZE : A 12.35  acre  containing  nine  lots  in  the  following  use  catagories: 

(a)  7 residential  lots  ranging  from  22,000  ft^  to  51,000  ft.^;  5 are 
shoreline  and  2 interior. 

(b)  1 (shoreline)  lot  of  1.0  acre  plus,  revert  to  the  county  for  park 
dedication. 

(c)  1 (interior)  lot  of  6.45  acres  to  become  Eagle-Point  community  property. 

PROXEMITY : Approximately  six  miles  NW  of  Whitefish,  Montana  on  Whitefish  Lake 
shoreline  . 


ACCESS  : By  private  road,  20  foot  wide,  from  the  existing  Whitefish  Lake  North  Shore 

county  road  (5  lots),  or  from  the  North  Shore  road  itself  (2  lots).  Unfortunately, 
the  private  access  road  is  a continuation  of  the  private  road  through  property 
contingent  on  the  east.  A secure  easement  has  not  yet  been  filed  to  provide  assured 
access  to  the  shoreline  block  of  lots. 


topography : Eagle-Point  is  a small  peninsula  along  the  Whitefish  Lakeshore.  The 

emerging  lakeshore -grades  vary  10  to  50%  however,  most  of  the  steeper  portions-- 
iryfact  587o  of  the  plat--are  dedicated  to  non-residential  community  property 
arrangements.  Residential  lot  locations  have  been  reasonably  well  selected  from 
flatter  locations,  but  drainfields  will  still  be  on  a 7 to  20%  slope. 

OWNERSHIP : D.  S.  Mackenzie,  M.D.;  Havre,  Montana 

SURVEYING  6c  PIAN  DEVELOPMENT:  Putnam  & Associates,  Registered  I^nd  Surveyors 
Kalispell,  Montana 


DATE  OF  SUBMITTAL:  Planning  concepts  and  subdivision  plat  dates  back  at  least  2^ 
to  3 years.  Submittal  had  been  under  review  according  to  pre-July  1,  1973  regulations 
therefore,  final  review  was  completed  according  to  "old-law"  criteria. 


n- ' ■ i7r4k#5- 

IS  ' ' 

#i> 

fc - .,  ■ i‘iia 


iSBtKL- 

i”  h'mm 


H 


• «tW!  a'|d',4  ^i'  n^PUS  *(>■ 


101 


J AT<»1  ^ ' niVjA* 
•WijL.il  : ,,  f .7  , A' . f,:^li-  ' * MOTJ 


t.  •^  w >r»  »q7A 

'i  . '•  ..P« 


\f. 


■ j’  . . i , , ■ 

, : V)fc(  iii%  vib  r7o  J"'’'vv;  < iiTa* , f.ife -4  'jl 

'•-»ft'2  ;^.}  r i (too, i*Kn1  IkI 

, . * Ufliyl  ,pol  t»7o;?H  . 

n ftj>  ^v,j»‘.  ^.LS  ->1  ^7Mf  '■•|  ,|iM'i‘t  ■^'-*  i ‘ f 

®.  ' .<w>' -^i»ai.lA&l||. 


3L‘ 


i A*j.i  MC*.  a y iiiJ‘fi*WPW  Ji«  • *' Jitnf^>»i>tt  t>i  C/.  <>  1 t' Mui  (a[)^ 

■'.,  T7  ■■  W 'J'/  t 


' ■ 

.^’4  J 


«;<|lJ  ftp  /!!<'  *'  lltf  iti  \Xr\  9^'lif,  '^fi  y Ijk*  'iliifiii 


ff  -:  • 


- •V>*I..I  .1rfyill*/f(f'  jL-‘'‘’ WUU- 

,•.■■•’5^.  I'll'  ' 1/  .f®'a,tS5i;  ty  I bi>,''  '^■'‘:*f'.  t;'*''-.**  <p  'zw.  .(i»io_  tt^oT^ 

yl  t^sQ'jq  i^'Vj  f>ifJfi!iy>Tt^  ’':■?,  ;•.  Ot*.v>  ^ »■  *i«<  ,; 

♦)*n,.  ^ .‘' • v'ai)^  OJ’  bi'.  V..'*  .*««!'•</.  - 'hkMii«»"A,  «af»  »rfJ  no  Jap^nij^ 

lO  - Sflli  03  aji4^r 


i 


•g.' 


'I 


r" 


a 


•■  i fi 


" 0-  urn.  t ..,«  . r^trma^^^  .. 

Y'W\'  4-*.-^  '•'rf?  ’'iir  T.l«ir4,n»j  ^ 

iS^sJs*'  “ ‘ ■'Wf'jj  JpA.-' > >4^'  0.-  i -.  3;,'^  r'^  <X|jj  * V I 


•M-  .'i'-.) 


l ifiijuKt.-  5 r m><i.  > t c^iX  - c«^b  #*!»-•  Jo 


^ . » 


i4i  H v v 4 fwyaA '^1  >rJ>-  ii>oi  M-- • I aoi  #«#’  . «30  Ar.*Hi|«y 


, V k ,'qwi*X(3^  9:  -If  1 HD  fr-'  ilii*  i ■'* 

i#  i *c  » ' ■ . ■ ' viHim  ^ jaI 


i . Oa  H ; • t ttr o i ? aH  ,8  M ' flMpHil 

W '"  - K . la'" 


V <• 


'«  \j2:  .1  . *'  ' . ^ L , 

»-*wv»Vy4i«;«  biiiaj.  ■bil-' ,»/>.' ai>o;«^  Jl  <1^0/ . TB3J1  lCUg,VSM:| 

- ■ '■ -^  IX-JL.-,  ; -fti  ^ 


/ ‘‘f*  ^*.’ a<r»»tv  JDji^  iw»'.  fe3ig*otKM»  ;(K4u«ftl  ■:  : JAiTI  »4  __^__ 

.Hi,-*9liio  ^wAi-t^D"  03,  ^>lir^9dai|i  i9^Ji»if^fiii^>  ^him  iHfivTt  IaoO 


A Negative  Declaration 
Eagle -Point  Subdivision 


Page  Two 
April  5,  1974 


WATER  SUPPLY : Water  to  be  supplied  by  either: 

(a)  Disinfected  (chlorinated)  flow  from  Whitefish  Lake  or, 

(b)  A drilled  well  constructed  in  accordance  with  state  regulations 
to  a minimum  depth  of  50  feet. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  : Sanitary  waste  to  be  disposed  of  by  means  of  septic  tanks  and 

absorption  fields.  Soils  are  deep,  permeable  Whitefish  cobbly  silty  loams,  Drain 
fields  should  not  be  bothersome  unless  an  unusually  steep  portion  of  the  area  is 
utilized  for  drainfield  purposes.  Pre-construction  consultation  with  the 
county  sanitarians  office  must  be  considered  absolutely  mandatory. 


SOLID  WASTE:  Area  is  served  by  containerized  waste  receptacles  of  the  County  Landfill 
District.  In  the  past,  seasonal  pickup  service  has  been  available  along  this 
developing-lake-shoreline . Ultimate  disposal  will  be  to  the  County  Landfill  Site. 


EXISTING  LAND  USE:  Block  has  been  in  private  ownership  as  a single  recreational  parcel 
for  many  years.  An  old  single  residence  home  with  the  requisite  facilities  already 
exists  on  the  point  of  the  peninsula.  Increased  density  is  the  only  signf leant  factor; 
action  will  in  fact  create  only  four  more  lake-side  lots  since  two  residential  sites  are 
well  removed  from  the  shoreline.  The  road  has  been  in  for  many  years,  utilities  have 
been  regionally  available. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT:  Due  to  small  size  effects  will  be  limited  to: 

1.  Possible  nutrient  contribution  to  Whitefish  Lake. 

2.  Cumulative  possibility  of  contamination  to  Whitefish  Lake  from  the 
perspective  of  Whitefish  Lake  as  a public  water  supply  source,  (City  of 
Whitefish)  and  interstate  water  supply  source  (Burlington  Northern  Railroad) 

3.  Aesthetics,  including  possible  shoreline  modifications  and  alterations, 

4.  The  adverse  human  presence,  factor  with  respect  to  existing  use  by  fish, 
waterfowl  and  game. 


PROPRIETORY  RESTRICTIONS  : 

1.  Residential  use  only,  and  without  further  deed  splitting  outside  review  and 
approval  of  Flathead  County  Area-Wide  Planning  Organization. 

2.  Water  supply  and  sewer  systems  to  conform  to  state  and  county  regulations, 

3.  Paragraph  relating  to  nuisances  (defined),  signs  (defined),  animals ( 1 imited 
to  pets,  but  without  a confinement  requirement)  are  included. 

4.  Architectural  minimums  and  exterior  maintenance  requirements  are  specified. 

The  preliminary  plat  has  been  accepted  by  the  Flathead  Area-Wide  Planning  Organ- 
ization. The  land  use  decision  has  been  made.  This  division  action  is  considered 
NOT  SIGNIFICANT.  A certificate  of  approval  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  the  final  plat 
is  supplied  and  the  concurrence  of  the  Flathead  County  Health  Department  received. 
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Department  of  Health  and  Erwronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIM A Helena,  Montana 


July  25,  1975 


59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 


JUL  2 8 1975 


.a  City 


Charles  Parrett,  Heleiia 


Honorable  Tora  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
State  Library,  Helena 

Edward  E.  Scheitl.in,  F.  O.  Box  3i,  Virginia  City 

Dr.  S.  L.  Groff,  College  of  Mineral  Science  and  Technology,  Butte 
Trout  Unlimited,  Box  238,  Three  Forks 

County  Comraissioneis,  Md.dison  County  Courthouse,  Virgivt 
Charles  Bovey,  Virginia  City 
Ford  liovey,  Virginia  Cit>- 
Departrae.nt  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Rascurces  and  Conservation,  Attn: 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Community  Affairs,  Division  of  Flanniiig,  Helena 

Bureau  of  Mines,  U.  S,  Department  of  Interior,  E.  315  Montgomery  Ave. , Spokane,  Wash, 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Bureau  of  Mines,  U,  S,  Department  of  Interior,  636  Logan,  Helena 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,  U.  S.  Department  of  Interior,  810  Main,  Billings 

Beaverhead  National  Forest,  Madison  Ranger  District,  Box  366,  Ennis 

Madisonian,  Virginia  City 

Butte  Standard,  Box  627,  Butte 

Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 

Madison  County  Planning  Board,  Attn:  John  Anderson  III,  A*ldcr 

Chris  Kraft,  Madison-Beaverhead  Counties  Sanitarian,  Dillon 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  a proposed  gold  mill  to  be  constructed  by  Edward  E.  Sebeitlin 
of  Virginia  City,  Montana,  Mr.  Scheitlin  made  application  for  a construction 
permit  for  the  mill,  located  a half  mile  southeast  of  Virginia  City,  on  May  9, 
1975. 


The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inforra  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  Air  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not 
to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement  regarding  this  facility.  This  de- 
claration will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  10  days  following  which  a deci- 
sion will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a covAStruction  permit  should  be  issued. 
If  you  care  to  coniEaent  op  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  that  al- 
lotted time. 


TME:kh 

cc:  Ben  Wake 

VTater  Quality  Bureau 


Sin^.rely , 

Tf 

Thomas  M.  nllWhofi 
Technical  Writer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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July  25,  1975 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

EDV7ARD  SCHEITLIN  GOLD  MILL 


Mr.  Scheitlin  currently  operates  three  mines  which  are  known  as  the  U.  S. 
Grant  mines.  The  mill  site  would  bd  adjacent  to  Portal  No.  3,  located  in  the 
SW  ^4,  NW  hi  Sec.  26,  T.  6 S.,  R.  3 W. , of  lladison  County,  approximately  a half 
mile  southeast  of  Virginia  City  on  the  west  side  of  Alder  Gulch.  The  location 
of  the  facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

The  mill  would  be  contained  in  a steel  building  approximately  100  feet 
long  and  40  feet  wide,  and  would  have  a processing  capacity  of  about  100  tons 
of  gold  ore  a day.  The  mill  would  use  two  crushers,  three  ball  mills  and  sev- 
eral flotation  cells  to  remove  copper,  lead,  gold  and  silver  from  the  ore. 

This  concentrate  would  be  shipped  to  a smelter  for  further  processing. 

The  ground  rock  would  be  further  treated  by  a sodium  cyanide  process  to 
extract  more  gold  and  silver.  After  dissolution  of  gold  and  silver  from  the 
ground  rock  and  filtering  of  the  solution,  the  gold  and  silver  would  be  pre- 
cipitated from  the  solution  by  adding  zinc  powder.  The  resulting  sludge  would 
then  be  sent  to  a smelter  for  further  processing. 

The  tailings  or  slurry  would  drain  or  be  pumped  through  pipes  across  a 
proposed  causeway  to  be  built  across  Alder  Creek  to  a proposed  tailings  pond. 

The  units  within  the  mill  which  concern  the  Air  Quality  Bureau  are  the 
jaw  crusher,  vibrating  grizzly,  cone  crusher,  bucket  elevator  and  fine  ore 
bin.  All  of  the  units  except  a portion  of  the  bucket  elevator  would  be  inside 
the  building,  therefore,  dust  generated  in  these  units  would  be  primarily  an 
industrial  hygiene  problem,  not  an  air  pollution  problem. 

Movement  of  trucks  along  unpaved  roads  could  be  a source  of  particulate 
emissions.  The  road  beds  appear  to  be  rocky  enough  that  dust  generation  would 
not  be  a serious  problem.  Movement  of  ore  outside  the  mill  does  not  appear 
to  be  a problem  since  the  ore  contains  about  6%  water. 

In  an  event  the  crushers,  screens  and  elevator  become  a significant  source 
of  particulate  emissions,  a dust  collector  would  be  installed  to  collect  the 
particulate. 

The  dust  collector  has  been  purchased  and  is  located  at  the  mill  site  ready 
for  installation. 

It  is  difficult  to  determine  how  much  ore  will  come  from  each  mine.  If 
the  mill  is  built,  Mr.  Scheitlin  says  he  would  open  four  other  mines  on  his 
property.  It  is  also  likely  other  persons  would  open  mines,  providing  the 
mill  with  additional  sources  of  ore. 
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Initially,  about  75%  of  the  ore  will  come  fron  the  mine  closest  to  the 
mill,  with  the  remainder  being  delivered  from  nearby  mines. 

Since  most  of  the  equipment  is  situated  inside  the  building,  the  noise 
problem  should  be  minor. 

The  terrain  surrounding  the  proposed  site  is  brushy,  and  damage  to  the 
natural  beauty  and  aesthetics  of  the  area  should  be  minimal.  Some  scarring 
of  the  landscape  at  the  mine  entrances  would  occur,  and  construction  of  the 
mill  and  tailings  pond  would  disturb  the  area,  but  they  are  situated  in  the 
valley,  which  has  been  hydraulically  mined  and  dredged  several  times. 

The  tailings  pond  location  is  not  ideal  due  to  its  close  proximity  to 
Alder  Creek.  However,  a universally  acceptable  disposal  area  has  not  been 
found  because  of  high  operational  costs,  the  recreational  nature  of  the  Vir- 
ginia City  area,  and  rough  terrain. 

Locating  the  tailings  pond  across  from  the  mill  would  allow  the  mill  to 
operate  long  enough  to  be  paid  for,  after  which  the  additional  cost  of  trans- 
porting dewatered  tailings  to  another  disposal  area  could  be  absorbed. 

The  possible  contamination  of  Alder  Creek  is  the  most  critical  environ- 
mental problem  associated  with  the  mill;  a records  search  revealed  there  is  no 
flood  plane  delineation  for  Alder  Creek. 

Mr.  Scheitlin  has  agreed  to  construct  the  pond  according  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines,  minimizing  the  possibility  of  stream  pollution  from 
ground  seepage  or  washout.  Following  these  recommendations  and  receiving  final 
approval  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences’  V/ater  Quality 
Bureau  would  be  requirements  of  the  construction  permit.  ^.Then  abandoned,  the 
tailings  would  be  covered  by  at  least  3 inches  of  soil  and  planted  to  prevent  a 
dust  problem. 

This  pond  is  expected  to  hold  the  tailings  from  3-5  years  of  milling.  The 
ore  from  the  mines  is  expected  to  last  10-20  years.  \Then  the  pond  is  full,  a 
new  tailings  disposal  area  will  be  established.  This  would  require  dewatering 
the  tailings  before  hauling  them  to  a disposal  area  by  truck.  Mr.  Scheitlin 
has  agreed  to  obtain  approval  of  this  disposal  area  from  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences  prior  to  its  construction.  This  would  also  be  a con- 
dition of  the  construction  permit. 

The  mill  site  was  inspected  by  Dr.  Ray  L.  Soderberg,  P.E.,  from  the  Spokane 
Mining  Research  Center,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines,  and  Fred  0.  Gray,  from  the  state 
Air  Quality  Bureau.  The  following  requirements  for  the  pond  construction  are 
based,  in  part,  on  their  inspection. 

The  causeway  across  the  creek  would  be  constructed  of  bentonitic  clay  re- 
moved from  the  mill  location.  It  would  be  clean  and  well  compacted. 

Two  culverts  would  be  placed  in  the  creek  in  case  one  should  become  plugged. 

One  would  be  60  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  other  24  inches. 
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The  dike  containing  the  tailings  and  water  would  have  slopes  no  steeper 
than  2 to  1,  be  8 feet  across  the  top,  have  at  least  2 feet  of  freeboard,  and 
would  be  12  feet  high.  No  vegetation  would  be  planted  on  the  dike  until  the 
pond  is  abandoned.  The  toe  of  the  dike  would  be  10  feet  from  the  edge  of  the 
creek. 


The  pond  would  be  about  450  feet  long  and  125  feet  v/ide,  with  a maximum 
depth  of  about  12  feet. 

The  bottom  of  the  pond  will  be  cleaned  and  leveled  prior  to  spreading 
the  bentonite  layer. 

The  dike  will  consist  of  four  different  materials.  The  inside  layer  would 
be  an  impervious  clay  about  6-8  inches  thick.  This  layer  will  also  cover  the 
bottom  of  the  pond.  Bentonite  from  the  same  deposit  used  to  seal  the  Virginia 
City  sewage  lagoons  would  be  used.  The  second  and  primary  dike  material  will 
be  the  same  as  the  causeway  material.  Some  of  this  may  come  from  a new  tunnel 
to  be  drilled  into  the  hill  at  the  west  end  of  the  causeway.  The  third  layer 
will  be  a porous  gravel  material  which  would  protect  the  second  layer  from 
possible  sloughing  off  due  to  rain  or  seepage.  This  would  come  from  the  bottom 
of  the  pond  area.  The  fourth  and  outer  dike  layer  would  be  rip-rap.  This  would 
consist  of  rocks  from  4 to  12  inches  in  dian^eter  to  protect  the  dike  from  wash- 
out. This  material  is  available  near  the  pond.  The  bottom  half  of  the  outside 
bank  would  be  covered  with  rip-rap,  12  inches  thick  and  4 feet  up  the  dike. 

Three  monitoring  wells  v/ould  be  established  between  the  creek  and  the  dike, 
and  another  situated  north  of  the  pond.  A cyanide  monitor  would  be  purchased 
to  monitor  ground  water  concentrations  of  cyanide  at  the  four  locations. 

The  decant  water  would  be  recycled.  Slurry  and  decant  water  would  be  routed 
along  the  east  edge  of  the  mill  access  road,  across  the  upstream  side  of  the 
causeway  and  along  the  top  of  the  dike.  The  slurry  would  enter  the  pond  at 
several  locations  along  the  dike  so  the  stream  side  of  the  pond  would  contain 
most  of  the  settled-out  tailings.  This  would  make  it  more  difficult  for  seepage 
into  the  creek.  The  decant  water  would  be  removed  from  the  bank  side  of  the 
pond  and  pumped  back  to  the  mill. 

The  economic  impact  of  the  mill  would  be  significant  in  the  Virginia  City 
area.  There  have  been  three  mining  companies  operating  in  the  area,  but  re- 
cently they  were  notified  that  the  type  of  ore  they  supply  to  Montana  smelters 
is  no  longer  being  used.  Collectively,  they  employ  about  15  persons. 

If  construction  of  the  mill  is  approved,  it  would  help  the  local  mining 
community,  add  to  the  tax  base,  generate  additional  tax  revenues  and  lessen 
the  dependence  of  Virginia  City  businesses  on  the  seasonal  tourist  trade. 

Alternatives 


There  are  two  alternatives  available  to  the  department,  to  issue  a con- 
struction permit  or  not  to  issue  a permit.  From  the  data  submitted,  it  appears 
that  plans  for  air  pollution  control  and  waste  disposal  are  in  compliance  with 
department  standards  and  can  satisfy  department  laws  and  regulations. 
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Conclusion 

A construction  permit  will  be  issued  10  days  after  issuance  of  this  de- 
claration unless  convincing  response,  supported  by  data,  is  received  by  the 
department. 


(This  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  Fred  0.  Gray,  Air  Quality 
Bureau  of  the  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  and  edited  by  Tom  Ellerhoff, 
division  technical  writer.) 
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Department  or  Heath  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


December  20,  1974 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Elmer  Frame,  El-Mar  Trailer  Village,  Missoula 

Stensatter,  Druyvestein  & Associates,  818  Burlington  AvOo,  Missoula 
The  Missoulian,  Missoula 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Missoula 
City-County  Health  Department,  Courthouse  Annex,  Missoula 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 

Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410, 
Hamilton 

Missoula  Public  Library,  Missoula 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 

Paul  To  Richards,  920  North  Park,  Helena 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South  Eighth, 
Bozeman 

Co  Wo  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 

MrSo  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 

Mrso  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 

Montana  Wildlife  Federation,  410  Woodworth  Avenue,  Missoula 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for 
El-Mar  Estates,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County, 

Montana o 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of 
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water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  systems. 
This  declaration  defines  the  project  and  specifies  those  con- 
ditions under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval 
without  the  development  of  an  environmental  impact  statement. 

This  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  interested  govern- 
mental agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval  is  being 
sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy 
Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 

Do  Go  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW  s AJG : sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 
Jim  Peterson 


Montana  Department  of  Health 
and 

Environmental  Sciences 


December  20,  1974 

A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

El-Mar  Estates, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 
6504  (b)  (3) , RoCoMo  1947;  the  act  controlling  both  public  and 

private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions. 

Section  69-5001  through  69-5009,  RcCoMo  1947;  and  the  act  con- 
trolling water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  RoCoMc 
1947,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  El-Mar  Estates, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County  for  which  a request 
has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval o 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies  and  the  public  of  the  Water 
Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  an  environmental  impact 
statement o This  document  will  be  circulated  for  15  dayso  A 
general  map  showing  the  exact  location  of  this  subdivision  is 
attached  to  this  declarationo 

The  proposed  El-Mar  Estates  Subdivision  (formerly  Kona  Homes) 
is  located  in  the  SW  1/4,  SE  1/4  of  Section  10  and  the  NW  1/4, 

NE  1/4  of  Section  15,  Township  13  North,  Range  20  West,  MPM® 

It  consists  of  60  acres  divided  into  114  lotSo  Two  of  these 
lots  are  designated  as  commercial  lots.  The  proposed  commercial 
development  will  consist  of  a convenient  grocery,  self-service 
gas  station,  laundromat,  boat  and  camper  storage,  and  barber  or 
beauty  shopo  The  development  will  take  low  productivity  agricul- 
tural land  out  of  production, 

A central  water  system  will  be  used  utilizing  two  wells.  An 
aerated  lagoon  and  fenced  spray  irrigation  system  will  be  used, 

A homeowners'  association  will  provide  for  the  operation  and 
maintenance  of  the  systems. 

Depth  to  water  table  is  noted  as  50  feet.  Solid  waste  disposal 
is  available  through  a private  disposal  company.  An  environ- 
mental assessment  and  community  impact  questionnaire  for  the 
subdivision  has  been  prepared  by  Stensatter,  Druyvestein  & 
Associates,  project  engineers. 

The  land  in  this  subdivision  is  noted  by  the  developer  as  a 
clay  soil  and  has  very  marginal  dry  land  farming  and  pasture 
use.  The  change  will  curtail  use  by  small  game  birds. 

An  alternate  would  be  to  use  the  land  as  small  acreage  tracts 
with  individual  wells  and  individual  sewage  plants.  Septic 
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tank  systems  are  not  acceptable  in  the  soils  in  this  area. 
Individual  sewage  plants  have  not  had  enough  operational 
experience  to  assure  acceptable  systems  within  the  financial 
ability  of  the  lot  buyer.  Larger  lots  would  also  be  required 
under  this  alternate.  Larger  lots  will  not  utilize  the  land 
as  well  as  the  proposed  subdivision  with  centralized  water 
and  sewer  systems. 

The  remaining  alternate  is  to  not  allow  this  subdivision. 

Some  other  land  at  another  location  would  need  to  be  provided 
to  satisfy  the  need  for  lots  for  mobile  home  owners.  This 
land  as  submitted  is  well  suited  for  this  prupose.  Plans  and 
specifications  for  the  central  water  system,  sewerage  system, 
and  the  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  are  now  in  compliance  with 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
standards.  This  department's  action  is  considered  not  significant. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Albert  J.  Gasvoda, 
Architect,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  from  information  submitted 
by  Elmer  M.  Frame,  developer,  and  Stensatter,  Druyvestein  & 
Associates,  consulting  engineers. 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Carl  Peters,  Route  2,  Lockwood,  Billings 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Allen  Bond,  Sanitarian,  205  Courthouse,  Billings 
Yellowstone  Development  Council,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Yellowstone  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Billings 
The  Billings  Gazette,  Billings 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 

Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410, 
Hamilton 

Billings  Public  Library,  Billings 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana, 

Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 
County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Billings 
County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  To  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 
Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South 
Eighth,  Bozeman 

Co  Wo  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth  Street,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 

Trout  Unlimited,  Box  1534,  Billings 

Yellowstone  County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Billings 
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Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared 
for  East  Ridge  Estates  near  Billings,  Montana,  in  Yellowstone 
County.  This  is  being  submitted  for  your  information  and  comments. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of 
water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  systems. 
This  declaration  defines  the  project  and  specifres  those  con- 
ditions under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval  without 
development  of  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
is  intended  to  assure  all  interested  governmental  agencies  and 
public  groups  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent 
of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  sub- 
division laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Do  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


DGWiAPK; sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Terry  Carmody 

Ben  Wake 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 


January  13, 


EAST  RIDGE  ESTATES, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County,  Montana 


1975 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6405 
(b) (3);  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply 
and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69- 
5009;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through 
69-4827,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  East  Ridge  Estates,  a pro- 
posed subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County,  Montana,  for  which  a sub- 
mittal has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval o 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  a full  environmental  impact  statement. 
This  document  will  be  circulated  for  15  days. 

This  proposed  development  is  located  in  the  west  half  of  Section 
36,  Township  1 North,  Range  26  East,  about  two  miles  east  of 
Billings o Old  U.  S.  Highway  87  borders  the  property  on  the  north 
and  the  Lockwood  Junior  High  School  on  the  east.  The  60  acres 
would  be  divided  into  106  lots  with  a minimum  lot  area  of  20,005 
square  feet.  The  proposed  subdivision  is  planned  for  permanent 
single-family  residences. 


Water  Supply 

Water  will  be  supplied  by  the  Lockwood  Water  Users  Association 
through  mains  located  in  the  dedicated  streets  and  service  lines 
to  individual  lots.  The  president  of  the  Water  Users  Association 
has  confirmed  the  availability  of  water  for  the  subdivision. 


Sewage  Disposal 


Sewage  will  be  treated  in  individual  septic  tanks  and  disposed 
of  through  subsurface  drainfields.  Soil  profile  descriptions, 
percolation  tests,  and  groundwater  data  indicate  the  lots  are 
suitable  for  this  purpose.  Slopes  of  the  drainfield  sites  range 
from  zero  to  seven  percent. 


Solid  Waste  Disposal 


It  is  proposed  that  D and  F Sanitation  of  Billings  will  collect 
the  solid  waste.  The  waste  will  be  deposited  at  the  city  of 
Billings  landfill. 
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Utilities 


Telephone  and  electric  service  will  be  underground.  Natural  gas 
is  also  available. 

Roads 


All  roads  in  the  development  will  be  paved.  Since  this  proposed 
subdivision  borders  U.  S.  Highway  87  and  is  a short  distance 
from  Interstate  90,  traffic  flows  in  the  area  should  not  be 
seriously  altered. 

Environmental  Assessment 


The  primary  environmental  impacts  would  be  those  associated  with 
conversion  of  agricultural  land  to  residential  use.  The  original 
irrigation  canals  were  constructed  in  1912,  and  winter  wheat  has 
been  the  most  recent  crop.  However,  the  area  surrounding  the 
proposed  development  is  primarily  residential  and  is  within  the 
area  governed  by  the  Billings  Comprehensive  Zoning  Plan  and  is 
in  compliance  with  the  codes  set  forth  by  rhis  zoning.  The  lot 
sizes  in  the  area  served  by  the  Lockwood  Water  Users  Association 
are  approximately  the  same  size  as  proposed  in  this  development. 
Other  surrounding  developments  not  served  by  the  water  system 
have  a somewhat  lower  density. 

Police  protection  is  provided  by  the  Yellowstone  County  sheriff's 
office,  and  fire  protection  is  by  a volunteer  fire  department. 
Ambulance  service  is  available  by  privately-owned  ambulance 
service  from  Billings,  Montana.  Hospital  and  physician  services 
are  available  in  Billings. 

Mr.  Dennis  Espeland,  Superintendent  of  the  Lockwood  School,  is 
aware  of  this  proposed  development  and  states  he  is  planning  for 
it. 

From  an  aesthetic  point  of  view,  the  proposed  development  would 
place  family  residences  in  an  area  that  is  in  fallow  during  part 
of  the  year  and  supports  crops  for  part  of  the  year.  Since 
aesthetic  considerations  deal  with  judgments  concerning  beauty, 
the  adversity  of  this  impact  is  a matter  of  personal  preference. 

Adverse  Impacts 

Adverse  aesthetic  impacts  of  this  development  would  be  minimized  by 
the  planning  of  the  subdivision  and  through  use  of  restrictive 
covenants.  However,  60  acres  of  land  would  be  irreversibly  re- 
moved from  agricultural  production.  The  land  would  also  be 
divided  into  a multiplicity  of  ownerships. 

Conclusion 


It  has  been  established  that  the  requirements  for  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  can  satisfy  the  laws 
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and  regulations  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences.  A certificate  of  approval  will  be  issued  fifteen 
days  after  the  issuance  of  this  declaration  unless  evidence  is 
presented  detailing  unknown  adverse  impacts.  This  department's 
action  is  not  considered  to  have  a significant  adverse  effect  upon 
the  environment. 


This  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner, 
B.S.F.,  M.S.,  Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  utilizing  information  presented  by  the  developer. 
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Iteportmentof  Heolthond  EimionmentolScienc 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5%oi 

July  15,  1974 

JUL  1 6 1974 


John  $.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


Board  of  County  Comiss loners,  Sheridan  County  Courthouse,  Plentyiv'ood 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Sheridan  County  Courthouse,  Plentyvvood 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
' State  Library,  Helena 
Mr.  Eugene  Thompson,  Reserve,  Montana 


A NEGATIVE  DECORATION 
FOR  THE 

EUGENE  THCMPSON  SWINE  OPERATION 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  EnATironmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  the  Eugene  Thompson  swine  operation  and  his  request  for 
a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  located  west  of 
Reserve,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care 
to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 


Mr.  Eugene  Thonpson  has  operated  since  1970  a confined  swine  operation. 

In  addition  to  the  existing  facilities  Mr.  Thompson  has  proposed  to  construct 
a total  confinement  unit  which  will  be  used  for  the  feeding  of  swine  to  mar- 
ket weight.  Under  the  proposed  expansion,  Mr.  Thompson  would  have  capacity 
for  approximately  600  head  of  swine.  This  feeding  operation  is  located  in  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  19,  township  33  north, 
range  53  east  of  Sheridan  County.  The  location  is  approximately  20  miles  west 
of  Reserve,  Montana,  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

This  operation  currently  consists  of  a confined  farrowing  operation  and 
open  lot  finishing  operation.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a total  confine- 
ment finishing  bam  with  capacity  for  approximately  400  head. 


Waste  material  which  is  produced  within  a confinement  unit  will  drop 
through  the  slatted  floors  and  be  contained  in  pits  located  in  each  building. 
The  storage  capacity  exceeds  the  120  day  requirement.  During  certain  periods 
of  the  year  some  swine  are  held  in  a nearby  pasture  but  runoff  and  waste 
material  from  that  area  should  not  reach  state  waters.  Waste  material  will 
be  removed  at  least  annually  from  any  open  pens  and  will  be  removed  as  needed 
from  the  liquid  manure  tanks  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land. 
Approximately  440  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 
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Any  confined  livestock  operation  can  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a ^ood 
waste  management  program.  Odors  are  the  most  noticeable  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment  ^d  this  effect  is  most  prominant  when  waste  material 
IS  removed  from  the  liquid  manure  pits  and  spread  on  agricultural  land.  Due 
to  the  location  of  this  confined  swine  operation,  the  disposal  of  waste 
material  in  that  area  should  not  create  odor  problems.  While  flies  have  not 
been  a problem  around  this  operation  in  the  past,  they  will  be  controlled 
through  a routine  baiting  or  spraying  program  should  the  need  arise.  Dead 
animals  will  be  disposed  of  through  burial. 

Several  alternatives  are  available  to  Mr.  Thompson  with  regard  to  this 
operation.  Mr.  Thompson  could  continue  with  his  existing  operation  and  not 
expand  through  the  construction  of  the  confined  finishing  unit.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  better  control  over  adverse  environmental  effects  could  be 
realized  from  a total  confinement  unit  than  from  the  existing  finishing  area. 
Relocation  of  the  existing  facility  would  also  be  an  alternative,  but  it  is 
doubtful  that  a more  desirable  site  would  be  available  to  Mr,  Thompson.  To 
our  loiowledge,  this  operation  has  not  been  the  source  of  air  or  water  pollution 
in  the  past  and  relocation  does  not  seem  justifiable  as  long  as  adequate 
environmental  protection  can  be  provided. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
V/ater  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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E&onmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  IVIOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  59601 


April  16,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Comnissi oners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Off.,  Box  427,  Whitefish 

Co.  Sanitarian's  Office,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Branch  Office,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Clyde  Fisher,  Route  lA,  Box  47,  Columbia  Falls 

Mr.  Stephen  P.  Johnson,  Route  lA,  Columbia  Falls 

Mr.  Jim  Laidlow,  Route  lA,  Columbia  Falls 

Mr.  Ken  Siderius,  Route  lA,  Columbia  Falls 

Mr.  Mike  Woolard,  Route  lA,  Columbia  Falls 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR  THE 

■ FISHER  BROS.  HOG'  FARM 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Fisher  Brothers  hog  farm  and  a 
request  by  Mr.  Clyde  Fisher  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  his  opera- 
tion near  Kalispell,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  v/hich  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Clyde  Fisher  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement  facility 
having  capacity  for  approximately  600  head.  The  facility  is  located  in 
the  SE-iv,  NE%,  Sec.  20,  T.  29  N.,  R.  20  W. , of  Flathead  County,  approxi- 
mately eight  miles  northeast  of  Kalispell,  Montana.  The  location  of 
this  operation  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

The  existing  facility  consists  of  a farrowing  shed,  finishing  shed, 
and  drylot  sow  pastures. _ Mr.  Fisher  proposes  to  construct  a nursery  unit 
adjacent  to  the  other  building.  The  waste  material  which  is  produced  by 
animals  within  the  confinement  buildings  would  be  contained  in  liquid 
manure  pits  located  beneath  or  adjacent  to  the  confinement  units.  The 
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v/aste  material  which  accumulates  in  these  pits  vnll  then  be  periodically 
removed  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  waste 
material  is  incorporated  into  the  soil  following  application  to  reduce 
adverse  environmental  effects.  Due  to  the  flat  topography  of  the  dry  lot 
area,  there  sihould  be  no  surface  runoff  into  state  wa’:ars.  Any  waste 
material  which  accumulates  within  these  areas  is  removed  at  least  annually 
and  likewise  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  Approximately 
150  acres  of  agricultural  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

The  applicant  indicates  that  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is 
from  the  southwest  and  as  such,  should  not  directly  affect  any  adjacent 
property  owners.  Odors  are  minimized  by  frequent  removal  of  the  manure, 
incorporation  with  the  soil  at  the  disposal  site,  and  by  periodic 
washing  of  the  feeding  area.  Flies  around  the  confinement  facility 
will  be  controlled  through  a routine  baiting  program.  Dead  animals  are 
disposed  of  at  the  county  sanitary  landfill. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized 
through  'adherence  to  a good  v/aste  management  program.  The  waste  control 
facilities  and  the  waste  management  program  to  be  followed  in  conjunction 
vyith  this  animal  confinement  facility  should  result  in  minimal  adverse 
environmental  effects. 

Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water 
pollution  from  the  existing  animal  confinement  facility  and  since  the 
operation  is  located  in  an  agricultural  area,  it  is  doubtful  that  the 
proposed  modification  v/ould  have  significant  adverse  effect  on  the 
surrounding  environment.  The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Fisher 
would  be  the  relocation  of  the  existing  facility  which  does  not  seem 
justifiable  at  this  time. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher  u 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

I 'state  of  montaima  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


February  4,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  The  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 

Co.  San.  Office,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Fonda  Fisher,  Route  1,  Kalispell 

Sam  Casne,  Route  1,  Kalispell 

Leroy  Pederson,  Route  1,  Kalispell 

May  Styles,  Route  1,  Kalispell 

Magnus  Enger,  Route  1,  Kalispell 

Paul  Birkey,  Route  1,  Kalispell 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

FISHER  BROS.  HOG  FARM 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Fisher  Bros.  Hog  Farm  and  a request 
by  Mr.  Fonda  Fisher  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  near 
Kalispell,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision 
will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be 
issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please 
do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Fonda  Fisher  proposes  to  modify  and  expand  his  existing  confined 
swine  operation.  The  animal  confinement  facility  is  located  in  the  SE%, 
SW%,  Sec.  9,  and  the  Nh  of  the  NW%  of  Sec.  16,  T.  29  N.,  R.  21  W.,  of 
Flathead  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated  on  the 
attached  map. 

Under  this  proposal,  the  applicant  would  modify  the  existing  confine- 
ment building  from  a finishing  unit  to  a farrowing  unit  and  construct  an 

AAO'  -,  . x.- 
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Fisher  Bros.  Hog  Farm 
Page  2 

February  4,  1975 


open  front  building  and  feeding  floor  to  be  used  for  growing  and  finishing 
of  the  pigs  that  are  produced.  Waste  material  produced  by  the  sows  and 
litters  in  the  farrowing  unit  will  be  contained  in  two  liquid  manure  pits 
located  beneath  the  building.  The  waste  material .which  accumulates  within 
these  pits  will  be  removed  approximately  every  ninety  days  and  disposed 
of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates 
on  the  feeding  floor  will  be  removed  by  scraping  every  two  weeks  and 
likewise  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land.  Approximately  50  acres  of 
such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal.  The  only  other  livestock  held 
in  open  pens  would  be  sows  which  are  held  in  pastures  and  the  waste 
material  should  create  no  significant  problems.  Surface  runoff  from  the 
growing  and  finishing  units  will  be  prevented  from  reaching  state  waters 
through  the  construction  of  a retention  dike.  This  structure  must  have 
the  capability  of  retaining  all  runoff  which  can  be  expected  from  the 
feeding  floor  and  surrounding  area  following  a 10-year,  24-hour  rainfall 
event. 


Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  controlled 
through  a routine  spraying  program  and  the  application  of  an  acceptable 
fly  bait.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  county  sanitary  landfill 


Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program.  The  applicant  indicates 
that  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  winds  is  from  the  northwest  and  as 
such,  should  carry  offensive  odors  away  from  the  closest  occupied  dwell- 
ings. 


The  alternatives  available  to  Mr.  Fisher  would  be  to  continue  opera- 
tion of  the  existing  animal  confinement  facility  without  the  proposed 
expansion  or  to  relocate  the  entire  operation.  Our  office  has  never 
received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  the  existing 
animal  confinement  facility,  and  since  the  operation  is  located  in  an 

n would  have  signifi- 
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cant  adverse  effect  on  the  surrounding  environment.  If  the  waste 
management  program  as  outlined  in  this  application  is  adhered  to,  the 
operation  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  effect. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUF^ENTS 
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DeDortment  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  QF  MOIMTANA  Helena,  Montana  59601 
KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1301-Kal ispell , MT  59901 


John  S.  Andarson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


COPIES  TO: 

Mr.  Irv  Hanson,  Pres.  Whitefish  City-County  Planning  Board,  Ramsey  Addition  Whitefish  59937 

Mr.  Ray  Zinke,  P.E.  Box  1275  Whitefish  59937 

Mr.  J.  Paola,  Holt  Stage  Bigfork,  59911 

Mr.  D.  Granmo,  Box  325  Whitefish  59937 

Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  59601 

Montana  Fish  & Game  D^t . Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz  Mitchell  Bldg,  Helena  59601 
Montana  State  Highway  Dept.  Kalispell  Div,  Kalispell  59901 
Montana  State  Forestry  Div.  Highway  93  N.  Kalispell  59901 

Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences  Helena,  59601  Attn;  J.  Peterson 
Montana  State  Dept.  Intergovernmental  Relations.  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Development 
Capitol  Station  Helena  59601 
Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . Helena  59601 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  Kalispell,  59901 
Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Board  3 Ford  Bldg.  Kalispell  59901 
B.  McIntyre,  M.D.  Flathead  County  Health  Officer  Box  427  Whitefish  59937 
Flathead  County  Sanitarian's  Office  Box  919  Kalispell  59901 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center  Room  212  Venture  Center  Missoula  59801 
Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  Missoula  59801 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Kathy  Thompson,  President,  Box  173  Bigfork  59911 
Mr.  R.  Geisy  Supt.  of  Schools,  Whitefish  59937 


April  5,  1974 


Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Forest  Acres 
Mobile  Home  Park,  a proposed  trailer  park  facility  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and 
agencies  of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve  this  proposal  without  developing  an 
impact  s ta tement . 


Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  in  this  statement,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 


WOA : jh 
End . 


Sincerely, 


Wi"  . A .E 

it^h  Enei 


’ub^irc  Health  Engineer 
invironmental  Sciences  Division 

MONTANA  STATE  utBRARY 

930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montona  5960  T 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

FOREST  ACRES  MOBILE  HOME  PARK 


DIVISION : Environmental  Sciences 

PREPARED  BY;  W.  0.  Aikin,  Public  Health  Enginasr 

DATE : April  5,  1974 

TYPE  OF  ACTION ; Approval  and  licensing  of  trailer  park  facility 
LOCATION:  Sec.  25,  T.30N,  R.22W;  M.P.M. 

SIZE : An  80  acre  block  containing  facilities  for  100  mobile  home  spaces.  Area  of 
individual  spaces  varies  thru  three  size  ranges,  five,  ten  and  twenty  thousand  square 
feet.  The  basic  80  acre  block  also  includes  15-20  acres  open  space  plus  owners 
residence . 


PROXEMITY : Approximately  midway  between  Kalispell  and  Whitefish  on  U.S.  Highway  93. 

ACCESS : Directly  off  of  U.S.  Highway  93  onto  60  foot  wide  private  interior,  loop-road. 


USE : Year-round  residential  mobile  home  facility,  fully  approved  and  licensed  by  the 
State  of  Montana. 


TOPOGRAPHY : Gently  rolling  with  irregular  bench-like  inclusions. 

OWNERSHIP : Mr.  John  Paola,  Bigfork,  Montana  59911 

DEVELOPER:  Mr.  Delmar  Granmo,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

ENGINEERING  & PLAN  DEVELOPMENT:  Mr.  Ray  Zinke,  P.E.,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 
DATE  OF  PRELIMINARY  SUBMITTAL:  February  6,  1974 


WATER  SUPPLY : Standards  indicate  that  a 140  gpm  source  will  be  required.  Based 

on  perfotinance  of  first  drilled  well 35gpm  from  340  feet five  wells  have  been 

planned  to  meet  water  supply  committment.  Each  well  site  will  include  640  gallons 
of  hydropneumatic  storage.  Cumulative  planned  storage  of  3000  gallons  is  judged 
to  be  adequate.  Basic  distribution  piping  will  be  looped  4 inch  system. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL:  Project  has  been  separated  into  seven  sectional  waste  disposal 
systems,  serving  from  8 to  20  users.  Septic  tanks  vary  from  3000  to  5000  gallons 
with  effluent  disposal  gravity-fed  to  absorption  trench  fields.  Alternate  areas 
are  available  at  all  seven  sites  for  replacement  or  enlargement  of  drainfields. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Forest  Acres  Mobile  Home  Park 


April  5,  1974 
Page  Two 


Soil  is  (Whitefish)  cobbly  silty  loam,  a glacial  till  derivative.  A 
percolation  rate  of  1 inch  in  10  min.  was  design  rate  for  soil  disposal.  Basic 
design  concept  is  entirely  feasible.  The  only  installation  complication  could 
be  the  often  erratic  field  topography.  Actual  installation  of  systems  will 
require  help  of  county  sanitarians  if  the  as-built  systems  are  to  function 
according  to  design  specifications. 


SOLID  WASTE ; Each  mobile  home  site  is  to  be  served  by  a secure  refuse  container 
in  an  approved  type  stand.  Collection  service  will  be  provided  by  the  operator 
of  the  trailer  park  with  ultimate  disposal  to  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  site 
which  is  only  two  miles  to  the  south  of  the  proposed  mobile  home  site. 


SECONDARY  SERVICE;  Culvert  and  turn-off  from  Highway  93  already  in  existance. 
Telephone  and  power  service  lines  are  available  to  the  area;  utilities  to  the 
trailer  park  will  be  underground. 


EXISTING  LAND  USE:  Second -growth  forestry Christmas  tree  farming is 

existing  usage.  Agricultural  capability  is  class  4 to  6;  land  has  no  significant 
economic  value  comparable  to  proposed  use.  Area  is  approximately  50%  forest, 

35%  brush. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT; 


Water  Pollution Very  slight  effect;  ground  and  surface  water  systems  are  too  far 

removed.  In  addition  no  low  or  wet  areas  caused  by  storm  runoff 
exist  within  the  area. 

Aesthetics ^Very  slight  effect;  most  of  project  will  be  screened  from  highway 

by  existing  undisturbed  green  belt.  Disturbed  areas  will  be 
seeded  to  grass. 

Wildlife Moderate  effect;  area  is  used  by  wildlife  however,  this  is  not 

critical  range. 

Schools ^Moderate  effect;  impact  has  been  accepted  as  signficant,  but 

acceptable,  by  the  Whitefish  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Fire  Protection ^Hose  stations  with  equipment  have  been  integrated  into  water 

supply  system. 


The  preliminary  plat  for  this  project  has  been  accepted  by  the  Flathead 
Areawide  Planning  Organization.  The  land  use  decision  has  been  made.  Therefore, 
this  division  action  is  considered  to  be  NOT  SIGNIFICANT.  Project  appears  to  be 
unusually  well  designed  and  located.  A recommendation  for  approval  and  issuance  of 
a license  will  be  made  to  the  Environmental  Services  Bureau  as  soon  as  concurrance 
has  been  obtained  frum  the  Flathead  County  Health  Department. 
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The  80  acres  enclosed  in  solid  lines 
is  area  to  be  developed  as  FOREST 

^iCrlES  KOBUS  HOME  P«RK sites  for 

the  individual  homes  or  trailers  are 
to  be  located  in  a circle 

pattern  about  as  shown  in  this 
schmatic* 

The  120  acres  within  the  dashed  line 
is  part  of  the  same  ox^nership,  but 
it  is  in  Class  li  and  Cl^'ss  III 
-igricultural  Land  and  will  be  left 
in  use  for  agricultural  purposes. 


-r" 


K,WJ‘5<^k 


■pi.  (■  , / .'ll'  ^ -•ii, 

iiv-l  !-'»■  ',.. 

' [ ■ . I I .« 

-Qtf-tU'i  iJItott  rtJt  ’i"  -tCt  1 / 

,_..:.4.0.'i  «*■  lrf^,i^i£'»'i'T>fc  ec?  fU  l^*n.^l  H'  . ..  ; '*'.y * ’y»***j 

wf.v/>i.  <jiU.4iv.4'2  ,,04*...  ',  » ' * ’ ,y- 

.XiTar: ' X _ -i  j J ^ 

: ' f>;yii'.-  ‘ .r.=  Dj;*i^  L fti  kv  teivX.  c i |^  ' 

.•;.4J  it  nWpdfi  5‘  J''./'<vi-  i j 

'■  L .. 

T’'-.  r ^ ■ M j i* 


^•3 '' . ■’  i A X*-.-  "kk 

*ML-*A  • »;  I.  ^ 

* 1 .1?  Jl 


11  e-ro 


STATE  'ii 

3eDartment  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  Helena, Montana  59601 

July  8,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


JUL  9 1974 


-^tate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County- Commissioners , Pondera  County  Courthouse,  Conrad 

County  Planning  Board,  Pondera  County  Courthouse,  Conrad 

Itoi.  E.  Hadcock,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  Box  1056,  Conrad 

Mike  Clasby,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Conrad 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Fred  Bergstrom,  Box  216,  Brady  59416 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

FRED  BERGSTROM  CONFINED  LIVESTOCK  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  nega- 
tive declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  ^^viron- 
mental  Sciences  concerning  the  Fred  Bertstrom  swine  operation  and  his 
request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation 
located  east  of  Brady,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau^  s intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. _ If  you  care 
to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 


Mr.  Fred  Bergstrom  currently  operates  a confined  livestock  feeding 
operation  having  a capacity  for  approximately  1,200  swine.  This  feeding 
operation  is  located  in  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of_ 
section  29,  township  27  north,  range  1 east  of  Pondera  County.  The  location 
is  approximately  ten  miles  northeast  of  Brady,  Montana  and  is  shoTm  on  the 
attached  map. 

This  operation  consists  of  a farrowing  house  and  a finishing  bam  where 
the  pigs  that  are  produced  are  fed  to  market  weight.  The  livestock  are 
totally  confined  within  buildings  except  for  the  sow  exercise  areas. 

Waste  material  which  is  produced  drops  through  the  slatted  floors  and 
is  contained  in  pits  located  in  each  building.  In  addition  to  these  storage 
pits,  an  earthen  pit  has  been  constructed  to  store  emergency  flows.  The 
storage  capacity  exceeds  the  minimum  120  day  requirement.  Waste  material  will 
be  removed  from  these  pits  periodically  and  spread  on  surrounding  agricultural 
land,  i^proximately  4,000  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Mr.  Fred  Bergstrom’s  Confined  Livestock  Operation 
Page  2 

July  8,  1974 

Any  livestock  operation  can  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment. Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a good  waste 
management  program.  Odors  are  most  noticeable  from,  this  type  of  confined 
livestock  operation  when  the  waste  material  is  spread  on  the  disposal  areas. 

In  this  situation,  the  surrounding  land  is  sparcely  populated  and  with  the 
vast  acreage  of  agricultural  land  available  for  waste  disposal,  odors  should 
not  create  a problem.  Flies  around  the  confined  livestock  area  are  controlled 
through  the  use  of  fly  bait.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  burial. 

The  only  alternative  available  would  be  the  relocation  of  this  existing 
confined  livestock  operation.  To  our  knowledge,  this  operation  has  not  been 
the  source  of  air  or  water  pollution  in  the  past,  and  relocation  does  not 
seem  justifiable  as  long  as  adequate  environmental  protection  can  be  provided. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


Department  of  Heath  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 

'STATE  OFMOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  5960i  ^ 

KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  Box  1031,  Kalispell,  MT  59901ohnS^An^^M d 


April  29,  1974 


COPIES  OF  FRENCH  SUBDIVISION  TO  THE  FOLLOWING : 


Mr.  L.  L.  French,  Boxl055  Kalispell 

Mr.  M.  L.  Haiges,  Flathead  Land  Consultants  Box  572  Kalispell 
Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept.  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz  Mitchell  Bldg.  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  6e  Env.  Science  Attn:  Mr.  Art  Clarkson,  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept.,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Dev. 

Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale  Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Kalispell 
Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Board;  3 Ford  Bldg.  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.  Flathead  County  Health  Office  Box  427  Whitefish 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.  Flathead  County  Sanitarian  Box  919  Kalispell 
Honorable  Larry  Bjorneby,  Mayor  City  of  Kalispell  City  Hall,  Kalispell 
Mr.  Max  Lauder,  City  Engineer  City  Hall,  Kalispell 
Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  Missoula 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Kathy  Thompson,  President;  Box  173  Bigfork 


Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  French  Subdivision, 
a proposed  residental  land  division  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and 
agencies  of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve  this  proposal  without  developing 
an  impact  statement. 

Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  in  this  statement,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 


Sincerely, 


Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NBGATTVF.  DECLARATFON 


FOR 


FRENCH  ADDITION 


A Proposed  Subdivision  Adjacent  to  I'al  ispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


I2LVJ.^T  ON  : Environmental  Science 

Kal ispell  Regional  Office 


PREl’ARED  BY:  W.  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Enginee 


TYPE  OF  ACTK^N : Subdivision  Approval 


DATE : April  25,  1974 


S I EE  : I’en  lots  on  b.4  acres.  Project  area  is  a replat  from  three  larger  lots  in 
an  I'xistin;;  Subdivision  known  as  (Greenacres. 

IaK'A  L'lON  : In  the  southeast  section  of  Kalispell  contingent  to  the  Woodland  Avenue- 

Woodland  Drive  extension  of  the  city  limits. 

ACCESS : By  curvelinear  (to  be  dedicated)  interior  road  which  will  terminate  in  a 

cul-de-sac.  Turn  off  onto  access  road  will  be  from  the  existing  paved  and  main- 
tained Woodland  Drive. 

USE : For  rcsidental  use  with  proprietory  restrictions  accompanying  plat.  Mobile 
homes  v7ill  be  accepted  i^  placed  on  a foundation.  Existing  use  is  grassland  open 
space  with  some  pasturing  or  grazing  of  livestock.  Agricultural  capability  is 
Class  TT.  Project  is  in  harmony  with  the  Kalispell  City-County  Comprehensive  Plan 
for  the  area. 

OWNERSllI  P : Mr.  6<  Mrs.  L.  L.  French,  Box  1055  Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

WAl’ER  QUALITY  PLANNING  COI'CEPTS 

Water  Supply:  To  Be  supplied  by  the  City  of  Kalispell  from  the  municiple 
system.  Plans  and  specifications  will  meet  State  Department  of  Health  and 
City  of  Kalispell  standards  before  approval  can  be  granted. 

Sewage  Treatment : Septic  tank  and  drainfield.  Individual  systems  are 
required  because  this  somewhat  isolated  pan-handle  section  of  town  is  not 
serA'ed  by  a sewage  collector.  Soils  are  all  sandy  loam  to  fine  sandy  loam; 
excellent  for  individual  sewage  systems.  Aren  is  also  very  nearly  fiat. 

85  ' of  drainfield  per  bedroom  is  an  acceptable  design  basis.  Seepage  pits 
will  not  bo  permitted. 

-jn  1 Id  Uasl^  : 111  t imate  disposal  will  be  to  the  Flathead  County  Kandfill  via. 

personal  convoyanco  or  private  pickup  service.  Handling  (>ractice  by  individual 
liomeowiu'r  is  defined  in  proprietory  res  t r i c t i ons  . 

Storm  Dr.n'nagc'  and IM  ocnling  : No  problems  ant  i c i pa  tc^d  . Soils  accept  surface 

si't'pa};e  readily;  the  area  is  wtd  1 above  flood  plain  levels  and  access  road 
\-7  i ! I be  built  to  local  standards  with  drain  ditch  grade  and  culverted  fill 
c rc'S  s i np,s  . 
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Imuact  is  considered  to  be  insignificant  owing  to  proJc'cM  s i /.e  and  the  proxeinitv 
to  citv  and  its  existing  ability  to  provide  services  without  serio.is  consequence. 
Adverse  effects,  if  and  when  they  do  develop,  will  arise  from  the  cumulative 
consequence  of  this  and  other  similar  projects  emerging  in  and  around  the  City 
of  Kalispell. 

No  alternatives  were  considered  in  view  of  the  fact  that  project  meet  State 
standards  at  this  time.  However,  the  prospectus  is  based  on  the  assumption  that 
the  subdivision  will  be  annexed  to  the  City  of  Kalispell.  Any  inability  to  gam 
annexation  will  require  re-examination  and  with  it  a new  range  of  alternatives 
with  regard  to  size  of  lots,  and  water  supply. 


nSCTSK^N 

rroiect  will  be  approved  as  soon  as  plans  for  the  water  supply  satisfactorily 
submitted  to  both  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  the  City  of  Kalispell  Engineering 
staff.  Affirmative  action  by  the  City  Council  on  a resolution  to  annex  is  also 
implied.  Written  concurrance  from  the  County  Health  Department  will  also  be 

requ ired . 


*r  -JOrna- 


''<  ■ '■'"*•■  "HI  J ‘‘i  I 

If,.  >,u>  •f,  ,.  V .-1)1  ^ V i v iv J 

. i It  ,;  ' .'  ■ >bJ  v •'}  .>  Y.ii  c l^iiff.  v*<fir*‘V  • x'» 

I,-  b vti  vhfs  {»>dv  ban  3 > , »?:!>o5l9,  ^ati 

'll  - . • , • . . , ' - ; '■ 


..  , ...  -V  1.  ■"  .ri^n  ,1  i , T / y, 

*•  * .« ' >»  iJJ.'h  io  p6ri^[> 


(•.-.i.i  4tij  lf‘  ».-9|v  '-i  |r;jji|»y  .’, -jyi  J tuO rifi J 

»»H;<’  ;A^i  ,:  ' -jsV'aWrfH  Ji. 

♦■'■■••*!*..•  ' vjfi/  V)/  ‘.i.i  lii  //rV.  ln>^eJt^bcUr»^^ 

4»«'rl  I • ..  If  ,>  1>  ,{jf.  fcf,f  i!C5.'3/.rt^i<0<«f4f'  '»*■  fiypni  H | j f^ou' 

i -■^  Itj-’ir.  •'■fji-v  hr*, 


li'.  ■•. 


«1 


if?  •:.'. 


tr  *“  ■ ■ * 

tf  ^ ••*’^  '**if  f'*’*  -ti  < , ^ I.  fifi'  ' «i^  L J'JN  <>’■  /riH  iiiV( ‘li 

« ja  : 1 «,1.  *iif,  rf-’.  >'  foi*i«rj*:i.*,  >!»•;/■  pt  ti.Jv^  tn  S^Sj  tn^lU 

* 1 1 V *ir,r  - • . . 


• — ' ‘ ’j . ft  mt  n , ^.^■(  vj‘  . srtf  = ft  w^^iBg^Jl3|,4®  i td 

,,  fft  !i.  \f  nt)fi*/;*«^'  •*  ,jr..  '.•♦'!  fT’il  J'3W*3-bvJ  Ivjr 


a' 


'O  ►; 


A 


kS 


*■ 


TmI 


'm 


I , 


t-r 


rii 


, . .“i  " 


^*x' 


<!!•  ' . 


ii^ 


-1^-1 


Heights 


Grave/ 


3076 


Gravel  I 

LPit’ 


^ Water  tank.  ' 1°^ 


BM 

2908 


Gravel  Pit 


I’etersol 

Soh 


Footbridge 


^93^ 


FRENCH  SUBDIVISION 


roiilllrntge-' 


KalispeH  \\ 
Municipal  Airport 


/y  Sewage 
^^^^^isposal 


Connty 


STATE  DOCUWIEN' 


DEC  4 1974 


epartment  ot  Health  and  Enfironmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


John  S.  AndersonM.D. 

DIRECTOR 


November  29,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
American  Simmental  Association,  Box  24,  Bozeman 
G-B  Properties,  InCo,  215  West  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Thomas,  Dean  & Hoskins,  1111  North  Seventh  Avenue,  Bozeman 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Plan- 
ning, Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue, 
Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  C,  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410, 
Hamilton 

Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Gallatin  Canyon  Study  Team,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 


j 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Page  2 


County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South  Eighth, 
Bozeman 

Co  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Vel  Jensen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for 
the  Gardner-Simmental  Plaza  near  Bozeman,  Montana  in  Gallatin 
County.  This  is  being  submitted  for  your  information  and  comments. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval 
of  water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal 
systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  project  and  specifies 
those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive 
approval  without  the  development  of  an  environmental  impact 
statement.  This  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval 
is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environ- 
mental Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Do  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGWrAPK: sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


November  29,  1974 

A Negative  Declaration 
for 

; GARDNER- SIMMENTAL  PLAZA, 

I a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 

'I  Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6405  (b) 

I (3) ; the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and 
sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5009;  and 
I the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827, 
j the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
I Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 

Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  Gardner-Simmental  Plaza,  a proposed 
4 subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana,  for  which  a submittal  has  been 
received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval » 

I'The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
t!  governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
r Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  a full  environmental  impact  statemento 
i'iThis  document  will  be  circulated  for  15  daySo 

JIThis  proposed  development  is  located  in  the  east  half  of  Section  35, 
^Township  1 South,  Range  5 East,  about  one  mile  northwest  of  Bozeman 
> (see  attached  map) , Contiguous  land  is  under  the  ownership  of  the 
Estate  of  Montana,  James  Walker,  and  Rolfe  and  Wood,,  Baxter  Lane  borders 
a the  south  side  of  the  property  and  North  19  Avenue  borders  part  of 
|;the  east  side.  North  19  Avenue  would  serve  as  a collector  road.  It 
pconnects  with  Oak  Street,  an  east-west  arterial. 

The  91,264  acres  would  be  divided  into  eight  tracts  with  12,084  acres 
being  roadways.  The  proposed  subdivision  is  planned  as  a light 
industrial  development, . 

Water  Supply 

Water  will  be  provided  by  an  individual  well  on  each  tract  of  land, 

A 71-foot  deep  well  drilled  by  Jones  Welding  and  Drilling  Company 
in  December  of  1973  had  a static  water  level  of  10,5  feet  and  yielded 
50  gallons  per  minute.  This  is  deemed  adequate  evidence  that  a water 
supply  is  available. 

Sewage  Disposal 

A sanitary  sewer  outfall  line  for  the  city  of  Bozeman,  Montana,  runs 
along  the  east  edge  of  this  development,  A sewage  system  will  be  in- 
stalled and  connected  to  this  outfall  line.  A waiver  of  protest  allowing 
for  utility  connections  has  been  approved  by  the  Bozeman  city  commission. 
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Solid  Waste  Disposal 


It  is  proposed  that  Suhr  Hauling  will  collect  solid  waste  materials 
and  dispose  of  them  in  the  Bozeman  sanitary  landfill. 

Utilities 

There  are  overhead  power  lines  on  the  east  and  south  boundaries  of  this 
development.  Mountain  Bell  has  an  underground  telephone  line  on  the 
east  boundary  of  the  property.  There  is  a 10-inch  high  pressure 
natural  gas  line  running  through  the  northerly  end  of  the  development,  i 

Environmental  Assessment 

There  is  surface  runoff  on  the  south  side  of  Baxter  Lane,  which  follows 
the  roadside  ditch  and  runs  to  the  west.  Because  the  road,  Baxter  Lane,' 
acts  as  a dike,  possibilities  of  an  encroachment  of  high  water  is  | 

unlikely.  Surface  water  from  the  irrigation  ditch  on  the  east  edge 
of  the  development  will  be  eliminated  as  the  area  changes  from  grazing 
land  to  light  industry. 

There  is  an  irrigation  ditch  on  the  north  property  line  of  the  develop- 
ment  which  has  an  adequate  ditch  section  in  this  area  to  handle  the 
flow. 

Since  the  proposed  subdivision  would  be  served  by  the  Bozeman  sewage 
system,  no  groundwater  monitoring  data  was  needed  or  requested.  The 
Soil  Conservation  Service  Water  Supply  Paper  1482,  Plate  . 

G,  indicates  groundwater  levels  at  less  than  10  feet. 

This  development  is  located  in  an  area  of  flat,  gently  sloping  (approxi- 
mately 1 percent  down  to  the  north)  ground.  It  is  an  alluvium, 
predominantly  alluvial  fan  deposits  (Soil  Conservation  Service  Water 
Supply  Paper  1482,  Plate  2) . The  surface  soils  are  Bozeman  Silt  Loam 
with  Huffine  Silt  Loam  Swampy  Phase. 

The  land  is  presently  used  as  pasture  for  livestock.  No  major  tree 
or  brush  growth  exists.  Small  birds,  rabbits,  skunks  and  other  small 
animals  can  be  found  in  the  area. 

The  development  will  be  occupied  by  light  industrial  type  businesses. 

The  area  will  have  a park-like  setting  with  at  least  30  percent  of 
every  tract  maintained  as  green  area.  The  covenants  cover  architectur 
committees,  parking  screens,  landscaping,  and  other  appearance 
qualitites  concerning  the  development.  | 

Presently,  the  Volunteer  Fire  Department  from  the  North  7 Avenue  ' 

area  will  make  calls  to  the  area.  This  district  is  very  limited 
with  one  small  truck.  Attempts  are  being  made  to  extend  the  Belgrade  j So 
Rural  Fire  District  to  this  area.  Upon  annexation,  the  city  of  Bozemah  Ji 
will  provide  service  to  the  area. 

Police  protection  is  provided  by  the  Gallatin  County  sheriff's  office,  j 
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Arabulance  service  is  available  by  a privately  owned  ambulance  service 
from  Bozeman,  Montana.  Hospital  and  physician  services  are  available 
in  Bozeman,  Montana. 

This  development,  being  industrial  in  nature,  will  not  have  a direct 
impact  on  the  school  system. 

Adverse  Impacts 

Adverse  aesthetic  impacts  of  this  development  would  be  minimized  by 
the  well-planned  nature  of  the  subdivision  and  the  restrictive  covenants. 
However,  91  acres  of  land  would  be  irreversibly  removed  from  agricultural 
production.  The  land  would  be  irrevokably  divided  into  a multiplicity 
of  ownerships. 

Since  it  has  been  established  that  the  requirements  for  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  were  within  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  no  alternatives  are  under  consideration.  A certificate  of 
approval  will  be  issued  15  days  after  issuance  of  this  declaration 
unless  evidence  is  presented  detailing  unknown  adverse  impacts.  This 
department's  action  is  considered  not  significant. 


This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner,  B.S.F.,  M.S., 
Soils  Scientist  for  the  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  utilizing  information  prepared  by  Thomas,  Dean  & Hoskins, 
Inc.,  Bozeman. 
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k-^tate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Conimissioners,  Chouteau  County  Courthouse,  Fort  Benton 
County  Planning  Board,  Chouteau  County  Courthouse,  Fort  Benton 
W.  F,  Gertson,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off.,  1510  St.  Charles,  Fort  Benton 
David  Sande,  Adm. , Mary  Sande  Nursing  Home,  Big  Sandy 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Departm.ent  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Mr.  Gene  Hardy,  Fort  Benton 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  TIE 

GENE  HARDY  FEEDLOT 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Gene  Hardy  feedlot  and  his  request 
for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  located  north  of  Fort 
Benton,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  alloted  time. 

Mr.  Gene  Hardy  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement  facility  having 
a capacity  for  approximately  600  feeder  cattle.  This  is  primarily  a back- 
grounding operation  in  which  younger  cattle  are  acclimated  to  feedlot 
conditions.  This  feeding  operation  encompasses  approximately  two  acres  and 
is  located  in  the  SE%,  SE%,  Sec.  31,  T.  25  N. , R.  9 E. , of  Chouteau  County. 
The  location  of  this  operation  is  sho\m  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  relatively  flat  with  slopes  of 
less  than  1 percent.  Extraneous  drainage  from  above  the  feeding  area  is 
prevented  from  reaching  the  feedlot  due  to  this  flat  topography  and  con- 
struction of  a feeding  alley  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  feeding  area. 
The  wastewater  which  is  generated  from  precipitation  falling  on  the  feedlot 
surface  will  be  contained  in  a retention  pond  constructed  in  the  northeast 
comer  of  the  feeding  area.  This  pond  will  have  capacity  to  store  approxi- 
mately six  acre  inches  of  runoff  which  is  well  in  excess  of  that  which 
could  be  expected  from  a 10-year,  24-hour  rainfall  event  or  equivalent 
moisture  for  their  locale.  The  waste  material  ivhich  will  accumulate  in  the 


MCNTAMA  SIAIE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 

Helena,  Montana  59601 


Gene  Hardy  Feedlot 
Page  2 

December  3,  1974 


retention  pond  will  be  removed  as  necessary  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent 
agric^altural  land.  Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the  feeding  area 
is  removed  at  least  once  per  year  and  likemse  spread  on  adjacent  agri- 
cultural land.  Approximately  236  acres  of  cropland  is  available  for  waste 
disposal. 

Flies  around  the  animal  coafinement  facility  have  not  been  a signifi- 
cant problon  due  to  the  type  of  operation  and  the  fact  that  it  is  generally 
not  used  during  the  fly  season.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  by  burial 
in  an  acceptable  location. 

Any  livestock  operation  such  as  this  will  have  an  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized 
through  a good  waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program 
as  outlined  in  the  application  is  followed,  environmental  problems  should 
be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr,  Hardy  would  be  the  relocation 
of  this  existing  facility.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an 
agricultural  area  and  is  a part  of  an  established  farming  operation.  In 
view  of  such  facts  and  the  cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does 
not  appear  warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either 
air  or  water  pollution  from  this  animal  confinement  facility  and  it  appears 
that  the  waste  management  program  being  followed  provides  adequate 
environmental  protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  ot  Heath  and  EnVironmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  59601 


June  24,  1974 
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John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 
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'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Coirmissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Mr.  Gilbert  Amen,  Route  4,  King  Avenue  V/est,  Billings 

Mr.  Art  Dyke,  4601  King  Avenue,  Billings 

Mr.  Jack  McKenzie,  Route  4,  48th  Street  West,  Billings 

Mr.  Dave  Bell,  Route  4,  Central  Avenue,  Billings 

Mr.  Larry  Kramer,  Route  4,  King  Avenue  West,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

GILBERT  AMEN  GONFINED  LIVESTOCK  OPERATION 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Mcnfona  59601 


Pursuant  to  the  Mcmtana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Gilbert  Amen  feedlot  and  his  request 
for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  west  of 
Billings,  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  \\rrite  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  ^^rill  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  w'hether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care 
to  coiTment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  witMn  that  alloted 
time . 


Mr.  Gilbert  Amen  currently  operates  a confined  livestock  feeding  opera- 
tion having  a capacity  for  approximately  400  feeder  cattle.  This  feeding 
operation  encompasses  approximately  2-1/2  acres  and  is  located  in  the 
southwest  quarter,  southeast  quarter,  of  Section  10,  Township  1 South,  Range 
25  East,  of  Yellowstone  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on 
the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  very  flat  with  slopes  of  less  than 
0.5%.  Extraneous  drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  feeding  area  due  to 
the  extremely  flat  topography.  Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  the  area 
and  any  runoff  which  would  occur  is  routed  onto  adjacent  agricultural  land. 
This  runoff  should  be  contained  on  this  property  with  little  possibility  of 
ever  reaching  state  waters.  Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feeding  area 
at  least  once  per  year  and  spread  on  agricultural  land  owned  by  the  operator. 


Mr.  Gilbert  Amen 
Page  2 

June  24,  1974 


T^proximately  110  acres  o£  cropland  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  the  confined  feeding  area  are  controlled  through  cattle 
oilers  and  an  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  the 
Billings  Rendering  Plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment, but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good 
waste  management  program.  If  this  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in 
the  application  is  followed,  the  problems  of  air  pollution  should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Amen  would  be  the  I'elocation  of 
the  existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an  agricul- 
tural area  and  is  a part  of  Mr.  Amen's  farming  operation.  In  view  of  such 
facts  and  the  cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does  not  appear 
warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  con^laints  of  either  air  or  water 
pollution  from  this  confined  livestock  operation,  and  it  appears  that  the 
waste  management  program  being  followed  provides  adequate  environmental 
protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  ot  Heath  and  End'ronmentalSciences 

3-/y-7y 


'STATE  OF  IV3CJ\3TA!>JA  HELEh!A,MONTANA  59601 


March  11,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


Board  o£  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Hamilton 
Ravalli  County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

J.  Frederick  Bell,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  Rockey  Mtn.  Lab,  Hamilton 

Frank  Gessaman,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Glen  Moeller,  Route  1,  Box  18,  Corvallis 

Tom  Clerk,  c/o  City-Co.  Planning  Bd.  , Courthouse,  Hamilton 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steve  Capesins,  Box  18,  Corvallis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Chaffin,  Box  16B,  Corvallis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Wagner,  Box  13,  Corvallis 

Mr.  Joe  Weitzel,  Box  241,  Corvallis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Gasvoda,  Box  123,  Corvallis 

State  Library,  Helena 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

The  Glen  Moeller  Swine  Operation 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  concerning  the  Glen  Moeller  swine  operation  and  his  request 
for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  near 
Corvallis,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment 
on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  time. 

Mr.  Glen  Ifoeller  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation  of  up 
to  20  sows  and  litters  in  the  NIV  1/4,  SiV  1/4,  Sec. 4,  T.6N.,  R.20W. , of 
Ravalli  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached 
map. 


The  sows  are  farrowed  within  a building  and  the  waste  material 
absorbed  in  bark  bedding.  This  bedding  is  removed  and  spread  on  adjacent 
crop  and  hay  land.  Waste  material  from  the  level  open  lot  is  periodically 
removed  and  spread  on  the  same  waste  disposal  area.  Due  to  the  relatively 
flat  topography  of  the  area,  there  is  little  possibility  of  runoff. 

MONTANA  STATE  liBRAKY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 
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Glen  Moeller  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

March  11,  1974 


Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment,  but 
adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
If  the  waste  material  is  removed  and  spread  as  indicated  in  the  applica- 
tion, and  if  it  is  spread  when  wind  will  carry  odors  away  from  occupied 
dwellings,  the  odors  should  not  create  a problem.  Adequate  provisions 
for  fly  and  rodent  control  are  provided. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Moeller  would  be 
to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  Such  action  does  not  appear  warranted 
in  view  of  the  costs  involved  and  the  fact  that  a more  isolated  location 
would  be  difficult  to  find  in  that  area.  Unless  this  operation  has  been  a 
significant  odor  source  in  the  past,  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  deny 
the  permit  request. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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’T)epartment  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 

'state  of  moimtana  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


January  27,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Golden  West  Development  Co.,  Box  782,  Missoula 
Sorenson  and  Co.,  Box  3418,  Missoula 
The  Missoulian,  Missoula 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Missoula 
City-County  Health  Department,  Courthouse  Annex,  Missoula 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 

Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  University 
of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410,  Bozeman 
Missoula  Public  Library,  Missoula 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Missoula 

Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 

Paul  T.  Richards,  920  North  Park,  Helena 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  So.  Eighth,  Bozeman 

C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  So.  Sixth,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  So.  Sixth,  Livingston 

Montana  Wildlife  Federation,  410  Woodworth  Avenue,  Missoula 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  Golden  West 
Addition  #1,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County,  Montana. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  systems.  This  declaration 
defines  the  project  and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the 
subdivision  will  receive  approval  without  the  development  of  an 


930  S'*®' 
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environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  is  intended  to  assure 
all  interested  governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval 
is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental 
Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 


Sincerely  yours 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


DGW:AJG:vlf 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 
Jim  Peterson 


Montana  Department  of  Health 
and 

Environmental  Sciences 

January  27,  1975 

A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

Golden  West  Addition  #1, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504(b) (3) , 
R.C.M.  1947;  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and 
sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5009,  R.C.M. 
1947;  and  the  act  controlling  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through 
69-4827,  R.C.M.  1947,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  Golden  West  Addi- 
tion #1,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Missoula  County  for  which  a request  has 
been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval . 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  public  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  prepare  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  document 
will  be  circulated  for  15  days.  A general  map  showing  the  exact  location 
of  this  subdivision  is  attached  to  this  declaration. 

The  proposed  Golden  West  Addition  #1  Subdivision  is  located  in  the 
NWJ^  of  Section  23  and  the  NE%,  of  Section  22;  the  E^  of  Section  15  and 
the  W%  of  Section  14;  Township  13  North,  Range  20  West,  MPM.  It  con- 
sists of  114.94  acres  divided  into  35  lots.  The  development  will  take 
low  productivity  agricultural  land  out  of  production. 

Individual  wells  to  be  drilled  by  individual  lot  owners  are  proposed. 

A lagoon  will  be  used.  The  consulting  engineer  states  that  the  lagoon 
has  been  sized  to  provide  for  elimination  of  all  wastewater  through 
evaporation  and  percolation,  and  therefore  will  have  no  overflow  into 
any  stream  or  surface  water.  A homeowners'  association  will  provide  for 
the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  systems. 

Depth  to  water  table  is  noted  as  75  feet.  Solid  waste  disposal  is 
available  through  a private  disposal  company. 

The  land  in  this  subdivision  is  noted  by  the  developer  as  a clay  soil 
and  has  very  marginal  dry  land  farming  and  pasture  use. 

An  alternate  would  be  to  use  the  land  as  small  acreage  tracts  with 
individual  wells  and  individual  sewage  plants.  Septic  tank  systems  are 
not  acceptable  in  the  soils  in  this  area.  Individual  sewage  plants 
have  not  had  enough  operational  experience  to  assure  acceptable  systems 
within  the  financial  ability  of  the  lot  buyer.  Larger  lots  would  also 
be  required  under  this  alternate.  Larger  lots  will  not  utilize  the 
land  as  well  as  the  proposed  subdivision  with  individual  water  and 
centralized  sewer  systems. 
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The  remaining  alternate  is  to  not  allow  this  subdivision.  Some  other 
land  at  another  location  would  need  to  be  provided  to  satisfy  the  need 
for  lots  for  homeowners.  This  land  as  submitted  is  well  suited  for  thi 
purpose.  Plans  and  specifications  for  the  water  system,  sewerage  sys- 
tem, and  the  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  will  be  in  compliance  with 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  standards. 
This  department's  action  is  considered  not  significant. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Albert  J.  Gasvoda,  Architect, 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  from  information  submitted  by  the  Golden  West 
Development  Co.,  and  Sorenson  & Company,  consulting  engineers. 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Gene  Cook,  c/o  Survco,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County .Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena  . 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Assn.,  526  No.  Bozeman  Ave., 
Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  So.  13  Ave.,  Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group  , #9  Placer  St.,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  Larry  Oman,  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 
Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 
Joe  Sabol,  Attorney,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Grandview  Heights 
in  Gallatin  County.  Comments  should  be  received  in  10  days. 
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If  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  us  know. 
Sincerely  yours. 


G,  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


June  28,  1974 


A Negative  Declaration  for 
GRANDVIEW  HEIGHTS, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 
6504(b) (3);  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water 
supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 
through  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution. 

Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  concerning  the  proposed  Grandview  Heights 
Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County  for  which  a request  has  been 
received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

Grandview  Heights  Subdivision  is  the  name  given  to  237.424 
acres  in  the  southwest  1/4  southwest  1/4,  Section  17,  and 
the  northwest  1/4  and  west  1/2  northeast  1/4,  Section  20, 
all  in  Townhip  1 south.  Range  6 east,  Montana  Principal 
Meridian,  Gallatin  County,  Montana,  The  subdivision  is 
planned  to  be  a residential  subdivision  made  up  of  213.96 
acres  divided  into  57  lots,  with  5.836  acres  in  park  and 
18  acres  of  roads. 

The  57  lots  would  be  served  by  individual  water  and  sewer 
systems.  Domestic  water  wells  have  been  developed  in  the  area 
and  a supply  of  water  that  is  sufficient  in  terms  of  quality, 
quantity  and  dependability  is  reasonably  assured.  The  sani- 
tary landfill  located  southeast  of  Logan  would  be  available  for 
use  by  the  residents  of  these  lots.  Commercial  pick-up  service 
is  also  available. 

As  with  most  larger  tracts  of  land,  the  soils,  vary  throughout 
the  proposed  subdivision.  Although  percolation  rates  are 
slow  on  several  lots,  subsurface  sewage  disposal  is  possible 
with  extensive  drainfields. 

Probable  impacts  of  this  project  would  fall  within  the  range 
of  those  associated  with  residential  use  of  pasture  land. 

A pastoral  landscape  would  gradually  be  transformed  into  a 
low  density  residential  landscape  with  the  subsequent  loss 
of  forage  production. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner, 
Soils  Scientist  for  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences, 
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'/ State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton 
Mark  Genich,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Bitterroot  Clinic,  Box  551, 
Hamil ton 

Charles  Stahl,  County  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Claire  D.  Griffin,  506  New  York  Avenue,  Hamilton 

John  Winrod,  Corvallis 

Everett  Flint,  Corvallis 

Ken  Reeder,  Corvallis 

James  Frost,  Corvallis 

Everett  Curdy,  Corvallis 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 
GRIFFIN  DAIRY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement  facility 
operated  by  Mr.  Claire  Griffin  of  Hamilton,  Montana.  Mr.  Griffin  has 
made  application  for  waste  discharge  permit  for  his  dairy  operation 
located  northeast  of  Corvallis,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  vmite  an  environmental  impact  statement  regarding  this 
animal  confinement  facility.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a 
period  of  ten  days  following  which  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment 
on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Claire  Griffin  has  operated  since  1950  a dairy  operation  of 
approximately  100  cows.  This  facility  is  located  in  the  SE%,  Sec.  27, 

T.  7 N.,  R.  20  W.,  of  Ravalli  County,  approximately  two  and  one  half 
miles  northeast  of  Corvallis,  Montana.  The  approximate  location  of  this 
facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

Process  generated  wastewater  consists  of  surface  runoff  from  the 
approximately  one  acre  concrete  holding  area  and  V'/ashwater  from  the  milk- 
house.  Extraneous  drainage  from  above  the  animal  confinement  facility 


Griffin  Dairy 
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will  not  come  in  contact  with  livestock  waste  due  to  a diversion  ditch 
to  be  constructed  above  the  feeding  area. 

Process  generated  wastewater  will  be  collected  in  a covered  concrete 
holding  tank  capable  of  retaining  a minimum  of  60  days  wastewater  pro- 
duction. The  waste  material  accumulating  in  the  liquid  manure  tank  will 
be  removed  periodically  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land. 
Approximately  120  acres  of  such  land  would  be  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
the  application  of  approved  chemicals.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of 
through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  such  as  this  will  have  an  effect  on 
the  environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  The  animal  confinement  facility  in 
question  is  located  in  an  agricultural  area  and  as  such,  odors  from  the 
facility  should  not  constitute  a problem.  Adherence  to  the  waste 
management  program  which  has  been  proposed  should  result  in  no  discharge 
of  pollutants  to  state  waters  and  minimal  nuisance  conditions.  The  only 
alternative  available  to  Mr.  Griffin  would  be  the  relocation  of  this 
existing  facility.  The  animal  confinement  facility  has  been  operated  at 
this  location  for  quite  some  time  without  co;.;plaint.  As  long  as  the 
waste  material  is  managed  in  such  a manner  that  it  does  not  create 
nuisance  conditions  and  the  process  generated  wastewater  is  contained  in 
the  proposed  livestock  waste  control  facilities,  such  relocation  of  this 
facility  does  not  seem  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lewis  and  Clark  County  Courthouse,  Helena 

City-County  Health  Department,  201  S.  Main,  Helena 

City  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

County  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Garnet  A.  Dietrich,  Clerk,  East  Helena 

Dennis  Hatlelid,  3885  Highway  12  East,  Helena 

Robert  L.  Millegan,  Saaver  Park,  Helena 

Cliff  Lamping,  East  Helena 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

HATLELID  SWINE  OPERATION  AT  HELENA,  MONTANA 


stafc  library 

930  East  lyndcle  Aveouo 
HsirtfK!,  Monfofva  ^601 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  nega- 
tive declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement  facility  operated 
by  Messrs.  Dennis  and  Russell  Hatlelid  of  Helena,  Montana.  Mr.  Dennis  Hatlelid 
has  made  application  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  located 
southeast  of  East  Helena,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

The  Hat! el ids  currently  operate  a confined  swine  operation  consisting 
of  farrowing  through  finishing  and  have  capacity  for  approximately  1,000 
head  of  pigs.  This  facility  is  located  in  the  SE%  of  the  SE%  of  Sec.  26, 

T.  10  N.,  R.  3 W. , of  Lewis  and  Clark  County.  The  location  of  this  facility 
is  indicated  on  the  attached  map.  The  existing  operation  consists  of  both 
open  lots  and  total  confinement  units.  One  additional  total  confinement 
unit  to  be  used  as  a farrowing  house  is  being  proposed. 

Waste  material  from  the  livestock  held  in  total  confinement  will  be 
deposited  in  pits  located  beneath  slatted  floors  within  the  building.  The 
pits  provide  capacity  to  store  in  excess  of  120  days  waste  production. 

This  waste  material  is  periodically  removed  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  700  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for 
waste  disposal.  The  liquid  manure  which  is  removed  from  the  holding  pit  is 
injected  into  the  soil  to  minimize  adverse  environmental  effects.  Waste 
material  is  removed  approximately  eight  times  per  year  from  the  surface  of 
the  open  feedlots.  This  v/aste  material  is  likewise  disposed  of  on  the 
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available  agricultural  land,  Extraneous  drainage  from  approximately  30  acr 
above  the  feeding  area  is  routed  through  the  feedlot  in  a manner  so  that  it 
does  not  come  in  contact  with  any  waste  material.  Rainfall  on  the  open  lot 
is  generally  contained  on  the  lot  surface  or  on  adjacent  cropland,  There 
should  be  no  discharge  of  surface  runoff  containing  manure  into  state  water 

Flies  around  the  confined  swine  operation  will  be  controlled  through 
frequent  removal  of  the  waste  material,  keeping  the  waste  material  dry,  and 
a routine  spray  program.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  by  burial. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment.  Adver 
effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
Adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  proposed  should 
result  in  minimal  adverse  environmental  effects  in  that  area.  The  only 
alternative  available  would  be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  As  long 
as  this  operation  has  not  been  a source  of  air  or  water  pollution  in  the 
past,  such  an  alternative  does  not  seem  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 
Department  OT  Heath  and  Enfironmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  59601 
June  5,  1974 


JUN  'I  1974 

John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Coinmissioners,  Golden  Valley  Courthouse,  Ryegate 
J.  W.  Schubert,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Box  39,  Lewistoivn 
E.  R.  Isem,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Box  1150,  Lewistown 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
ffr.  Steven  L.  Heiken,  Heiken  Land  ^ Livestock  Company,  Lavina 
Mr.  Raymond  Paulson,  Lavina 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  HEIKEN  LAND  ^ LIVESTOCK  COMPANY 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Heiken  Land  and  Livestock  Company 
and  their  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  their  existing  confined 
livestock  feeding  operation  southwest  of  Lavina,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
govemmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  inpact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you 
care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that 
alloted  time. 

Heiken  Land  and  Livestock  Company  currently  operates  a confined  live- 
stock feeding  operation  having  a capacity  of  approximately  1500  head  of 
cattle  at  their  location  southwest  of  Lavina.  This  feeding  operation 
enconpasses  approximately  6.6  acres  and  has  the  following  legal  description: 

SIV  %,  SW  %,  Section  9,  ToTvnship  5 North,  Range  22  East,  Golden  Valley  County. 

The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  area  currently  used  as  a confined  feeding  operation  has  a southern 
exposure  with  a slope  of  approximately  6 percent.  ;^traneous  drainage  from 
above  the  feeding  area  does  not  reach  the  feedlot  itself  and  therefore  does 
not  affect 'the  design  of  the  control  facility.  To  contain  the  surface  runoff 
which  is  generated  in  the  feedlot  itself,  the  applicant  has  proposed  to  con- 
struct a retention  pond  which  would  adequately  store  the  runoff  which  would 
be  expected  following  a 10-year,  24-hour  storm.  The  waste  material  which 
would  accumulate  in  the  retention  pond  would  then  be  disposed  of  as  necessary 
on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Likewise,  waste  material  which  accumulates 
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on  the  feedlot  surface  will  be  removed  yearly  and  spread  on  agricultural 
land.  Approximately  1,200  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  the  confined  feeding  area  will  be  controlled  through  a 
baiting  program  as  well  as  the  use  of  a fogger.  Dead  animals  will  be  dis- 
posed of  at  the  Billings  Rendering  Plant. 

Any  confined  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  The  waste  management  program  which  has  been 
proposed  for  this  confined  livestock  operation  should  effectively  minimize 
odors  and  the  effect  of  these  odors  should  be  further  reduced  since  the 
direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  west. 

The  only  alternative  which  would  be  available  to  Heiken  Land  and 
Livestock  Company  would  be  the  relocation  of  their  existing  livestock  opera- 
tion. Such  relocation  does  not  seem  justified  if  adequate  environmental 
measures  can  be  applied  to  the  existing  operation.  It  is  our  opinion  that 
the  waste  control  facilities  and  management  program  proposed  for  this  existing 
operation  is  adequate  to  provide  such  environmental  protection.  ) 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUiVIENTS 


Department  ot  Heath  and  En^ronmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601  MAY  1 1974 

KALTSFELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1031 -Kal ispe 1 1 , MT  59901 


John  $.  Anderson  M . D. 
DmECTOR 


April  22  , 1979 


Mr.  D.  K.  Marquardt,  P.E.  809  First  Ave . East  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Mr.  Ed  Askelsou,  Hillcrest  Estates,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Mr.  P.  Tinning,  Highway  2 East,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Fish  6c  Game  Dept.  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  5c  Env . Sciences,  Attn:  Art  Clarkson,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Dept.,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div . of  Planning  6c  Economic 
Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena,  MT  59601 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M,D.  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Mr.  Les  Espeland,  Box  919  Kalispell,  MT  599(0 

Honorable  Larry  Bjorncby,  Mayor  City  of  Kalispell,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Hr.  John  Cochrane,  Flathead  Lakers,  Inc.  Box  447  Big  Arm,  MT  59910 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 

Evergreen  Advisory  Board,  Attn:  Mr.  LaVern  Dye,  45  Meadowlark  Drive  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  Missoula,  MT  59801 

Flathead  Tomorrow,  Ms  Kathy  Thompson,  President;  Box  173  Bigfork,  MT  59911 

Mr.  Dennis  G.  Jones,  Missoulian  Correspondent  Box  287  Poison,  MT  59860 


Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Hillcrest  Estates 
Development . a proposed  phased-subdivision  project  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and 
agencies  of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve,  first  the  Hillcrest  Estates  #2 
Subdivision,  and  later  the  probable  submittal  of  those  additional  phases  which 
constitute  the  entire  Hillcrest  Estates  Development. 


Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  infonnation 
contained  in  this  statment,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 


Sincerely,  ^ 


/■ 


uH 


f If 


Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E, 

Putrlic  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Divisi  'n 
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Enclosure 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 
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A NEGATTVK  DECLARATION 


FOR 

HILLCREST  ESTATES  MASTER  PIAN 
A proposed,  phased-subdivision  d^^velopment 
near  Kalispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (6)  (3), 
the  Act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  Subdivision,  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  Act  to  control  water 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  Negative  Dt'claration  is 
prepared  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Science, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  concerning  the  Hillcrest  Estates  Development; 
a part  of  which,  Hillcrest  Estates  Subdivision  Number  2.  is  now  been  reviewed 
for  immediate  administrative  approval. 


INTRODUCTORY  NOTE: 

(1)  The  Hillcrest  Estates  Development  began  with  a 13  lot  project  to  the 
east  of  the  area  herein  under  consideration.  The  time  was  1968,  and  the  lots 
were  large;  2.2  to  6.3  acres  in  size.  All  of  these  parcels  have  been  conveyed 
and  sanitary  restrictions  were  removed  according  to  law  then  in  existence. 

(2)  To  our  knowledge  there  has  been  no  problem  with  water  supply,  sewage 
disposal  or  solid  waste  disposal,  relative  to  the  earlier  project. 

(3)  The  Master  Plan  as  it  has  bet'n  submitted,  is  in  harmony  with  the 
suggested  land  use  criteria  for  this  area  as  defined  in  the  Comprehensive  Plan 
for  the  Kalispell  City-County  Planning  District.  The  Comprehensive  Plan  has 
specified  that  for  best  use  the  area  be  devoted  to  low  density  residential 
development  at  approximately  2 units  to  the  acre.  The  Hillcrest  Plan  is 
platted  at  1.27  units  to  the  acre. 


LOCATION 

The  Hillcrest  Development  is  to  be  platted  from  a single  parcel  of  ground 
which  lies  atop  the  terrace  between  the  Stillwater  and  Whitefish  Rivers,  one  to 
one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the  Kalispell  City  Limits.  Please  see  map 
enclosure  for  a comprehensive  view  of  the  proximate  relationships. 

At  the  present  time  this  block  of  ground  represents  the  complete  ownership 
of  the  individuals  dividing  the  land.  To  the  east  lies  the  earlier  Hillcrest 
Estates  Subdivision  (residential),  to  the  north  is  a smal 1 -fa rm/ res iden t i al 
area,  to  the  west  the  very  large  proposed  West  Evergreen  Community  Development 
(residential  and  reviewed  by  Environmental  Impact  Statement  April,  1974),  and 
to  the  south  a scattering  of  pre-existing  residential,  light  commercial  and 
trailer  court  facilities. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Hillcrest  Estates  Master  Plan 


April  22,  1974 
Page  Two 


SIZE 


The  Hillcrest  Estates  Master  Plan--which  does  not  include  the  original 
Hillcrest  Estates --will  include  123  lots  on  97  acres.  Phase  One  of  the  project 
Hillcrest  Estates  Number  2 will  include  33  lots  on  24  acres.  Streets  will 
occupy  14  of  the  97  acres.  In  this  Number  2 portion  of  the  development  12 
lots  in  the  20,000  ft^  range  and  21  are  in  the  40,000  ft^  range.  The  pre- 
liminary layout  for  the  later  phases  also  falls  into  this  same  general  size 
pattern. 

A single  10.8  acres  park  site  has  been  included  on  the  plat  to  satisfy 
the  county  land  requirement.  A single  lot  of  3.9  acres  and  a single  multiple- 
family  lot  of  2.6  acres  has  also  been  identified  on  the  plat  as  anomalous  uses. 


ACCESS 


Tlie  "Old  Whitefish  Road"  a well  maintained  paved  county  road  extends  all 
the  way  from  Kalispell  to  the  subdivision  site  and  thereon  along  the  entire 
west  side  of  said  development.  A somewhat  less  well  established  gravelled 
county  road  bounds  it  on  the  entire  east  side.  Sixty  foot  wide  "streets" 
built  to  county  specifications  will  provide  access  to  all  lots  according  to 
a modified  grid  design.  Tliere  iScre  through  road  east  to  west,  and  it  is 
along  this  route  as  well  as  along  the  eastern  most  county  road  that  the 
Subdivision  Number  2 lots  are  being  planned. 


WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPTS 

(1)  Water  Supply:  The  source  of  water  for  this  supply  will  be  a requisite 
number  of  drilled  wells.  For  the  Subdivision  Number  2 phase,  a deep 
well  has  already  been  completed  to  a depth  of  165  feet,  with  a 
measured  sustained  yield  of  200  gallons  per  minute  recorded.  Water 
quality  from  this  source  in  this  area  is  usually  good.  The  well 
was  also  completed  by  a licensed  driller,  therefore,  the  facility 
should  be  completed  to  sanitary  construction  standards. 


Such  a flow  is  very  nearly  enough  to  sustain  the  potable  water  needs 
(i.c.  not  including  summer  irrigation  demands)  for  the  entire  sub- 
division plus  the  inclusion  of  the  original  Hillcrest  Estates  Sub- 
division. However,  a second  back-up  well  is  being  scheduled  to 
provide  desired  reliability.  This  second  well  will  not  be  phased 
into  the  system  until  later  portions  of  the  project  are  anticipated. 


Wat('r  service  will  be  set  in  a 6"  pipe  distribution  system  shown  to 
be  completely  looped  in  the  completed  project.  Pressure  and  volume 
is  to  be  provided  to  the  Subdivision  Number  2 users  by  a 3000  gallon 
hydropneumatic  tank.  High  volume,  above  ground  storage  is  not  being 
contemplated  at  this  time  because  it  is  not  mandatory  considering  the 
large  size  of  the  planned  pressure  tank  and  the  modest  scope  of  the 
area  to  be  served. 


01 


ov  f i _ _ 

.•?  ' V G]."M 


4^ 


'. •■  >^V''?’ “^1  t’f'g  A-i  ••">  '■*>  )«>’i>ni 

^ .1*  t^Qt  atm  ^ 


j:..T  « , 'll  ^ 


: ..L,  ,1^  ^ i 1'fW  Ajlt  * T ■;  . , ■^f,;  T',  s^vi  '^ts,  W.  ^ .•*>’  - . - -*r, , ,.  . p - -,w>  ... 

-.yj -'.>*»■"  'll  ..  J.4- ii¥wi  '-^*  ti”  111  • t.  wla 

I'  • ,'*^{'■5  ii*9^' • ii  * 3^  1 00’r,'^ipii^';.,jd4^|*TfJ'  oil 

t|Lfii  „ •*f.j4!|  '^ipt:.i.'  ■ ' ■* 


a» 


..  '■■/'•  ■ ' wore'i*- 

' ’ ■■"  ■»?--_  .^’ 

♦ ' , »ff-  >».•■■  .-^w ' . "i  *J  ■ :-f''»vq, :'».0r  'Ifi^riU*.#i 

l9|l|  I A,'"''  ' •■  t.  ’’  ■•  io'!' 14 ;;/"■;  ■»>.  ‘ipani  ti  iii:  icaj?i>o> 

••*it  ■.  j fejb<|..«.illl  '/w.  kiwis'  'k*''  '■  ■''■f  'f'H  , ifWti-  K’’'’ ,.1'*  d.  - *^<7  'io|=-:^Uat4_ 


h 


'■'^  X JU 

'V«^'j44l  luftft  .‘•,li#'  p-  ^■’  ' '."4v*iJ;i|;.'..^,,-»j  .fl’)  , li.'»«j|HJ  IM^i.'l^i'^  <^W' 
*<»lt*  ■'T-iV  ¥*$?  'J'»- / Jtl'itVKiffi'' ^ 

- ' ■!  ' j'jt  fc^‘"  . -sbli#,  ■'«  < i 4 *i  ■ .< ' I < ' % J_l^|j 

t f f * ‘ » • t j'  - * ^ rt-  .'H-q  ? T r'^*/q«  ? -l 

• •<  6ST;a;b7ni‘ 

. 1 4,  ■€,  ' >t*  «•  - '»7U'/‘A 

.bk'O '/♦••<  ■ ..T  :'%.>  ', , .KkdjmiiM  ndj *7^  ' 


■:W' 


2S 


f'S’  y 


!r„-^. 


:l  -■  y;. 


I ) 


,f  . ,j» 


i|»4. 


I .“nb  >.uwtT 


, - ,.  .„  • f. 'tM.  ■■  • "'  ■'i*  ^ i *arf 

*»•’:.#<,  ' s’*  ■',<,»(■*>•■*  »'q  4iJ»1,'i]t^ll^  ‘"'t  , ^ b*''f4ii3#i/*  b^avSAAljR 

. 1 , <|.  ■ "Tv.**''  i V *’  ■'  '*  'mJ  it  \'J!_'SaUp/  , 

„,1  M.(rjA,;F  -Vb'  -4-*oi.!  '. ''  h,.,JfoiqaltfiS  dU*  «I^'"-  ' 

:&/,v.i,-,tf  *\  • .ri  .W|«^  *K9ii  ••  V i.'l' iiM-'f  t;  J 

i 


, M ,1,  ,*#('(  ■ -,,  ..  *„  ■'*4/yi''  7 r/  rliJ>fQi3h 

4tp.  ».'>*  <f7g> f fef  i iM  > 0fi^> * |dlbu4'^0l- Jftri 

-%,.  ■ .h)  t 4)  , A^M^|3ar-'#4:» -lA  ■ ‘i«l.»'‘ -ti  TJd  noUmlr^ 

^ it tl'i  ♦>)  4t  'ijpj  qk-'f  i.J  VJ  ^(|:»» -JI**  A ,,  TUtvav^^f'l  »OT»i  *lV4fc^ 

i:^d  t Si~^  • # '0)  *1 J V 4 V fi>  ( . -I  to 


. I ^aVu«4f  *4^  s;  Si,  3/.^  ^il  iigy 


=i,^^'^,.  tnr  A *.  .dfflf  • M '>a,  ^ »i 

-li.  n%3«»jq»t.jo(j3y  ■' 

, , : " -M'.!  •>«.,  -S  *'<V.  ^ 

' ' ■■  ■ .iiiin 'tt.  nvi** 


If.  • 


.■:^i 


& 


Jj^  - 


k ^ 


A Negative  Declaration 
Hillcrest  Estates  Master  Plan 


April  22,  1974 
Page  Three 


The  immediate  area  is  developing  rapidly  in  several  contingent 
areas  other  than  this,  and  since  the  nearby  Evergreen  System 
is  not  designed  to  serve  a great  number  of  users  at  this  high 
elevation,  the  various  developers  are  asking  for  time  in  planning 
the  possible  sharing  of  a single  large  storage  facility,  thus 
cutting  costs,  providing  the  needed  large  fire  protection  volume 
and  preventing  the  development  of  a multiplicity  of  aesthetically 
unsightly  elevated  storage  tanks. 

Operation  and  maintenance  will  revert  to  a Homeowners  Association 
when  the  system  is  completed  and  a certain  specified  portion  of  the 
property  conveyed.  During  the  interim  the  developer  will  be 
responsible  . 

(2)  Sewage  Disposal  Systems:  Sanitary  sewage  from  all  residences  is  to 
be  disposed  of  by  means  of  individual  septic  tank  and  absorption 
trench  systems.  According  to  both  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and 
the  project  engineering  field  test  data,  such  a concept  is  fully 
feasible  within  the  requirement  of  State  and  County  regulations. 

However,  considerations  must  be  given  to  the  use  of  slightly  oversize 
drainfields  in  those  areas  found  to  exhibit  above  average  percolation 
rates.  Average  design  percolation  rates  vary  from  13  minutes  to  the 
inch  up  to  22  minutes  to  the  inch.  Complete  septic  tank  size/absorp- 
tion trench  size  schedules  for  the  varying  residential  home  designs 
is  included  on  typical  lot  lay-out  plans. 

Ground  water  contamination  is  not  a serious  consideration  because  of 
the  considerable  distance  to  the  seasonal  high  ground  water  elevation. 
The  terrace  is  known  to  be  underlain  by  an  erratic,  poorly  defined 
perched  ground  water  table  whose  recharge  is  dependent  on  local 

conditions irrigation,  storm  runoff,  and  seepage.  However,  it 

was  not  penetrated  by  any  of  the  10,  ten  foot  deep,  test  holes, 
which  were  excavated  for  purposes  of  evaluating  both  ground  water 
contamination  and/or  ground  water  pollution  potential. 

(3)  Solid  Waste  Disposal:  Ultimate  disposal  of  all  solid  waste  will  be 
to  the  Flathead  County  District  Landfill.  Pick-up  service  is  not 
commonly  available  to  the  area  at  this  time,  however,  considering  the 
size  of  the  development  and  the  proximity  to  Evergreen  of  Kalispell, 
it  can  be  assumed  that  it  will  become  available  as  soon  as  the 
volume  becomes  large  enough  to  attract  commercial  haulers. 

(4)  Secondary  Services  : Underground  power  and  telephone  service  is 
planned.  There  should  be  no  water  quality  impact  from  development 
of  these  facilities. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  INFORMATION 

Topographically  the  area  is  unusually  flat  with  the  maximum  difference 
in  elevation  four  to  five  feet.  Slope  is  to  the  southwest  and  the  lowest 
portion  is  that  ten  acres  dedicated  to  park  land.  One  small  fill  section 
will  be  required  on  the  main  east-west  internal  roadway.  No  springs,  streams, 
or  lakes  are  included  within  the  subdivision  area. 

Soils  arc  all  Kalispell  Loams  developed  from  poorly  consolidated  glacial 
lake  and  stream  terrace  deposits.  Although  the  soils  are  all  genetically 
related,  varying  amounts  of  clay  or  silt  account  for  the  range  of  percolated 
values  noted  in  the  field.  From  an  engineering  perspective  the  soils  are 
well  suited  for  residential  use. 

In  terms  of  vegetation,  the  entire  Subdivision  is  bare  except  for 
grasses  or  grains.  Any  diverse  vegetation  was  long  ago  cleared  out  for 
cultivation;  the  agricultural  capability  is  listed  by  the  Soil  Conservation 
Service  as  Class  II,  an  extremely  valuable  farming  classification. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT 

Despite  the  large  size  of  the  total  development  planned  for  the  terrace 
in  this  and  other  projects,  the  impacts  are  unusually  narrow  owing  to  the 
proxemity  of  available  service,  the  self-sustaining  tax  base  created,  the 
physical  conditions  at  the  site,  and  the  size  of  the  adjacent  communities  in 
terms  of  their  ability  to  absorb  gradual  needs  in  the  social,  administrative, 
and  economic  sectors. 

More  to  the  point  are  those  impact  which  might  be  considered  to  be  ADVERSE. 

(1)  Aesthetic,  because  of  the  conversion  of  a highly  visible,  pastoral 
area  to  complete  human  residential  use. 

(2)  The  eventual  addition  of  nutrients  to  a ground  water  table  which 
contributes  to  a sensitive  downstream  lake  basin. 

(3)  Loss  of  agricultural  potential. 

(4)  Impacts  on  the  existing  Kalispell  Sewage  System,  if  and  when  the  area 
reached  the  point  that  sensible  public  health  considerations  require 
collection  and  treatment  of  all  sanitary  wastes. 

(3)  The  school  system  owing  to  the  not  uncommon  lag  time  noted  between 

the  creation  of  new  classroom  needs,  the  public  approval  of  required 
facilities,  and  the  actual  creation  of  said  facilities. 

On  the  positive  side  should  be  mentioned  the  fact  that  the  area  has 
suffered  air  pollution  dust  problems  in  the  past  because  of  the  strong  pre- 
vailing winds  during  cultivation  time.  Residential  use  should  greatly  alleviate 
this  problem.  In  addition,  the  strong  existing  demand  for  homesites  in  the 
Kalispell  area  will  be  partly  answered  thus  hopefully  sparing  other  less  well 
suited  environments  from  such  development. 
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ALTERNATIVES 

None  were  considered  once  it  was  established  that  the  project  fit  unusually 
well  into  the  area  comprehensive  plan.  Alternatives  were  considered  only  in 
terms  of  public  health  centered  objectives.  Sewage  treatment  and  collection 
into  the  City  of  Kalispell  System  was  not  viewed  seriously  because  the  area 
is  not  contingent  to  the  city  limits.  Water  supply  from  the  Evergreen  System 
is  a reasonable  alternative,  however,  this  system  is  approaching  the  limits 
of  its  capabilities  unless  other  improvements  are  initiated  and^  in  an 
engineering  sense,  it  is  not  equipped  to  sustain  a large  number  of  users 
in  this  location  without  serious  economic  and  equipment  design  complications. 

IRREVERSIBLE  COMMITMENT  OF  RESOURCES  AND  LONG  TERM-SHORT  TERM  RELATIONSHIPS 

The  short  term  use  of  this  land  for  subdivision  can  only  be  compared  with  the 
long  term  agricultural  productivity.  Subdivision  development  is  a commitment 
that  will  increase  the  tax  base  and  the  demand  for  goods  and  services,  but 
will  not  enhance  the  long  term  productivity. 

JUSTIFICATION  OF  ACTION 


The  congruity  with  the  Kalispell  Area  Plan,  the  lack  of  significant  public 
objection  and  the  ready  compliance  with  State  sewer,  water,  solid  waste  regulation 
indicates  that  a Negative  Declaration  is  warranted.  Unless  there  is  a significant 
and  serious  change  in  plans  for  these  phases  yet  to  be  brought  to  plat,  the 
Hillcrest  Estates  Development  projects  will  be  approved  according  to  the  planning 
guidelines  submitted  and  described  in  this  statement. 


This  Negative  Statement  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  a Registered  Professional 
Engineer  and  Economic  Geologist.  That  data  required  by  law  was  provided  by  the 
staff  of  the  Marquardt  engineering  and  surveying  firm  of  Kalispell.  Mr.  Jack 
Bostedt  of  Bigfork  did  the  planning;  Mr.  Ed  Askelson  and  Mr.  Paul  Tinning  of 
Kalispell  are  the  developers.  Supporting  information  furnished  by  the  Flathead 
Area-Wide  Planning  Organization  was  also  included  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Publications  concerning  this  area  by  the  Montana  State  Soil  Conservation  Service 
and  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines,  Hydrology  Section  were  consulted.  The  tract  was 
inspected  in  the  field  and  exploratory  conferences  held  with  individuals  who 
might  be  involved  in  providing  services. 


^ ' 


J0 


ilQi^UT  »X-3^fl 


S\ 

’ m -s, , 


sayil^M^r. 


•1  ^ *JM<  J»*J  ?-ti»ftvi>'  »-i^  • 03/1%  11! 


[rJ'  r,  -if'i  l.Oli 

.1  ■ — 1 . . 'i- . . . ■_..*. 


..'■5-')iK5 


»4W  **5^'^  ’?'0 

«..1..;!  r.  rti,i.../2  ..(a  ai..-!’'  U,#»- »M*V  .eJl>'V  .Ji'a  »i«  at  Jn»*nitn«  loil  * 
V-  f'.-Nli  «<.).<  .01,,*  t)  -'»aK>s,i  «llt‘  . ■<■• »ldMc-««.  s . 

\ .'  ,,  f,j  ti>*3niJl>iX  ftJnoUtavt^liV '1  '**'iJ^*  x«?‘P(mi  filial ixcxq«Dv^3i  1 

...  IBM....  ..  n Ml  .vakM.MH  .>>  I <T  A«4>t  r « M 


I# 


itt*  *'  > / • ilMeue  o3  l;jr  jij  .apa  *^10n  'U  n 


S 


irM  i4ll 5'|r>'>3  nu>n*b  3o9Nci»^lt4;>o  &«•  -i » UMfC!  i w /toldaiJ^l  *^^.-r 


i 


it- ; 


.1 


y:f;?gvf/nA  x'^  • T^atL^^aT 

« -<t<  # l»Vii'i**t»4  -i  ao  n«'»  nol*Xvlbrfn«  t*«*l  <1'-  ' ^‘*  i*"  ' ^**^*1 

, iWi  #«  ttanivibdu?  at^lvJmhoiq  t#.|w3  J • .v‘’0> 

. . .•,-.^•,•4  i,n»  «U..3  ^*1  bOMBOb  t>i*B  r,r,M4  3^: 

.XJiYi3tjabo/<^  r.n«*1"ax«6'  ^/lA/la&^lba  iU' 


i 


J; 


M-  )(.  : ■\,  '■  ■/’  4i) 

Jtfd  ...HlaiJt  aH/  fim-H  r .ivii, 

«u^4  k'r«)iav  ♦tfsJli  /{JIV  »:*')  ii  !‘.;-ii»o3  »!<■»  bn*' 

^ ,,  avl  .KS<tH  X -*./t3 

<*3  ^»l'<  iaU**o3*!  *d  rt3  •ba*‘rt»|  ;J>1  tn*]>{  wi  9anT.43:  bn 

wtj  .,  .,  , .»ai  t.i  ifoiiae  . bwv.v,ao4.  ad  1 fii5j.(<'7  < triMTqof  »a  3&«jpr.hj| 

^ ^ ^ 3n^<n3B3!  aPH)  #!l  b^f^j  -Bb  bBi  b'^lilmduc  ■6nlJabl.«4i 

% 


•a 


. >BiA  *0  siirfim  V»  'l^vq  «*.#  al 

< d b ” • ‘»I'  1 I f 3 • 0'^;>  » t ■ '>n 


Id?  » . • 

fr.  ^ Hrrbl  ' O 

•jil;  < ■'  ''* 

•-..<'  .tH  .iKl'  (fcl^  'i'! 

if  .1  .11  .,1)  ,x  l.*rt»((»»i^  ..n.,j.Bi/u  .n.j’  ISD«  .Himi^.'yf  “f’  f’®  ”'2'^ 
i-  >rf.i  ^A'  ■ ^ *■  Hi  'V'taot  o*tU  «oia»ziux^lO  l"l.,5biw** 


,i“.i".  bne^  ^bt»apud1  fi- 

/*  Li  .^(H  aflirtoai^  iiid.3  ‘^a^d  lo'  ibai«' 


bfawr^,  . ' »e  n %tt£iiTOH  P >1 » 

% . J < H ' ^ i I...  r 4 ) tv  fel*'.,  *a  .■? (T|:>  TTfl.lif  y4/)i«:o  bnw 

^ AM'  - \ <ia'blV07<l  nt  b ^viOy^ 

L..  . /.'7  7.'  HL..  . ' . ^ ' .^USfi 


A Negative  Declaration 
Hillcrest  Estates  Master  Plan 


April  22,  1974 
Page  Six 


PROPOSED  COVENANTS  FOR  HILLCREST  ESTATES  UNIT  NO.  2 

1.  Single  family  dwellings  only,  one  per  lot. 

2.  No  further  subdivision  of  lots. 

3.  Architectural  control  board  with  very  broad  authority. 

4.  Maximum  construction  time,  one  year. 

5.  No  large  domestic  animals  allowed. 

0.  All  fuel  tanks  to  be  underground  or  properly  screened. 

7.  Only  new  materials  to  be  used  in  construction. 

8.  No  fences  over  5 feet  high. 

Q.  Setbacks:  Dimensions  not  as  yet  determined. 

10.  No  temporary  or  mobile  structures  to  be  used  for  residential  purposes. 

11.  No  mobile  homes.  No  trucks  over  1 ton,  campers,  trailers,  boats  or 
unlicensed  vehicles  to  be  parked  on  roads  or  permitted  on  lots  unless 
screened  from  view. 

12.  No  rubbish  or  trash  dumping. 

13.  No  signs,  except  for  home  sales  or  rent. 

14.  No  commercial  usage. 

15.  Sewage  disposal  per  State  Health  Department. 

16.  No  over  two  pets.  Pets  to  be  confined  to  premises  or  leashed. 

17.  No  noxious  c>r  offensive  activity. 

18.  No  needless  motorcycle  or  snowmobile  activity. 

19.  Premises  to  be  maintained. 

20.  Underground  utilities. 

21.  No  vi/ashing  or  repairing  vehicles  on  roads. 

22.  No  leaf  or  trash  burning  on  paved  roads. 

23.  No  fences  or  walls  shall  be  permitted  forvi/ard  from  the  front  building 
line  to  the  street. 
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STATE  DOCUr^EN 


Department  or  Heath  and  EiTfironmenta  Sciences 

'state  of  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA, MONTANA  59601 


June  17,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 
DIRECTOR 


JUN  1 9 1974 


Jtate  Librar>%  Helena 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Carbon  County  Courthouse,  Red  Lodge 
W.  A.  Asbury,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  Bridger 
Rod  Fink,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Box  111,  Columbus 
County  Planning  Board,  Box  460,  Red  Lodge 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Departinent  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
James  Hindman,  Route  1,  Box  116,  Bridger  59014 
City  Clerk's  Office,  c/o  Mrs.  Faye  Roberts,  Fromberg  59029 


Louis  Bowens,  Fromberg 

Mrs.  George  Johnson,  Fromberg 

Ole  Elvestrom,  Box  36,  Fromberg 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

HINI34AN  HOG  C0^tPANY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a livestock  waste  control 
facility  permit  for  the  Hindman  Hog  Coirpany  located  south  of  Fromberg, 

^fontana.  This  request  was  submitted  by  Mr.  James  Hindman. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  Tnis  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on 
this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted  time. 

The  Hindman  Hog  Company  has  operated  since  1967  a total  confinement 
swine  operation  having  a maximum  capacity  of  approximately  900  animals.  The 
confined  swine  operation  is  located  in  the  Northwest  quarter  of  the  Southeast 
quarter  of  Section  20,  Township  5 South,  Range  23  East  of  Carbon  County.^  The 
location  of  this  operation  is  approximately  1/2  mile  south  of  the  community 
of  Fromberg,  Montana  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

This  confined  swine  operation  consists  primarily  of  a farrowing  operation 
as  the  pigs  are  sold  as  feeders  instead  of  being  finished  out  at  that  loca- 
tion. The  confinement  building  is  divided  into  three  sections.  The  building 
includes  a gestation  section  where  sows  are  held  for  approximately  30  days 
prior  to  farrowing,  a farrowing  section  and  a nursery  unit  where  the  young 
pigs  are  held  until  they  are  sold.  Waste  material  which  is  produced  within 

MONTANA  state  uSRaRY 
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the  building  drops  through  the  slatted  floors  into  liquid  manure  pits  located  ■ 
beneath  the  building.  These  manure  pits  are  sized  according  to  the  number  of 
animals  within  that  section  and  the  total  amount  of  waste  material  which  will  , 
be  produced.  Each  pit  has  sufficient  capacity  to  store  in  excess  of  120  days  i 
waste  production.  Waste  material  is  then  removed  on  a weekly  basis  from  the 
manure  pit  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  The  waste  material  is 
not  spread  within  1/2  mile  of  any  other  residence  unless  it  is  incorporated 
with  the  soil  immediately.  Numerous  land  owners  in  that  area  have  indicated  i 
a desire  to  have  the  waste  material  applied  to  their  property  for  its  benefit  J 
as  fertilizer. 


Flies  in  the  area  of  the  confinement  operation  are  controlled  through 
the  weekly  application  of  an  approved  insecticide,  as  well  as  the  establish-  * 
ment  of  several  bait  stations . Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  at  a local 
rendering  plant . j 

hhile  any  livestock  operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  ^ 

envirormient , the  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a j 

good  waste  management  program.  In  the  case  of  this  existing  operation,  i 

water  pollution  problems  have  been  greatly  minimized  through  the  control  | 

facilities  which  have  been  constructed  and  the  waste  management  program  which  I 
is  followed.  This  waste  management  program  should  also  minimize  the  air  pollui 
tion  or  odor  problem.  While  this  operation  is  relatively  close  to  the 
community  of  Fromberg,  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is  such  that  odors! 
should  not  be  a significant  problem  for  this  community.  ; 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Hindman  would  be  i 

to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  To  our  knowledge,  this  operation  has  | 

not  had  significant  adverse  environmental  effect  on  the  surrounding  area  in  t 
the  past  and  relocation  does  not,  therefore,  seem  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUIVIENTS  ^ 

tenartment  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 


3TATE  OF  iV3ar\JTA3\3A  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


January  17,  1974 


Board  o£  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

City- County  Planning  Department,  Courthouse,  Bozanan 

City- County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 

R.  H.  Krum,  P.E.,  Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 

Hugh  Finnegan,  c/o  Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 

Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen’s  Association,  526  North  Bozeman  Ave.,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Janet  Van  Swearingen,  League  of  Women  Voters,  5205  Kerr  Drive,  Helena 

Dr.  Wayne  Thompson,  1317  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Duane  Bowles,  809  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Erwin  Lachenmaier,  1310  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Supervisor,  Gallatin  National  Forest,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 

Ken  Harper,  116  West  Curtiss,  Bozeman 

Rick  Applegate,  Route  3,  Box  114,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

Dave  Stuart,  Department  of  Microbiology,  MSU,  Bozeman 

Dave  Vaughn,  1611  Willow  Way,  Bozeman 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Morris  Jaffe,  1311  South  Black,  Bozanan 

John  Duncan,  116  West  Ridge  Drive,  Bozeman 

C.  F.  Widmer,  414  South  Ninth,  Bozeman 

Terry  Abelin,  430  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Bill  Prunty,  1524  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Dr.  John  Fisher,  1603  South  Willson,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 


This  negative  declaration  is  submitted  for  your  consideration.  Comments 
or  questions  will  be  accepted  for  15  days  following  issuance  of  the 
declaration. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


January  17,  1974 


HUGH  FINNEGAN  SUBDLVHSION  NO.  3 


a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Nfontana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3); 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  4827,  the  following  negative  declaration 
is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environ- 
mental Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  the  proposed 
Hugh  Finnegan  Subdivision  No.  3 near  Belgrade  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana, 
for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting  certified  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  15  days  at  which  time  Hugh  Finnegan 
Subdivision  No.  3 will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  comments  received. 

Hugh  Finnegan  Subdivision  No.  3 is  a forty- two  acre  tract  of  land  in  the 
SW  1/4  of  Section  14,  Township  1 South,  Range  4 East,  MPM,  Gallatin  County, 
Montana,  about  three  miles  south  of  Belgrade.  The  eight  lots  would  be 
served  by  individual  water  and  sewer  systems.  Domestic  water  wells  have 
been  developed  in  the  area  and  a supply  of  water  that  is  sufficient  in 
terms  of  quality,  quantity  and  dependability  is  reasonably  assured.  The 
sanitary  landfill  located  southeast  of  Logan  would  be  available  for  use 
by  residents  of  these  lots.  Commercial  pick-up  service  is  also  available. 

Soils  on  the  property  have  a loamy  surface  layer  and  a clay  loam  subsoil. 
Depth  to  loose  sand  and  gravel  is  generally  12  inches.  The  owner's 
consulting  engineer  reports  minimum  depth  to  water  table  at  five  feet. 

This  means  that  the  bottom  of  a subsurface  drainfield  cannot  be  more  than 
one  foot  below  the  ground  line  in  order  to  maintain  the  required  four-foot 
separation  .of  drainfield  and  groundwater.  However,  the  loose  sands  and 
gravels  have  limited  filtering  capacity. 

Probable  impacts  of  this  project  would  fall  within  the  range  of  those 
associated  with  residential  use  of  pasture  land.  A pastoral  landscape 
would  grudually  be  transformed  into  a very  low  density  residential  land- 
scape with  the  subsequent  loss  of  forage  production. 

The  primary  adverse  environmental  impact  would  be  the  potential  of  ground- 
water  pollution  from  sewage  effluent.  Although  a potential  exists  for 
groundwater  pollution  whenever  the  soil  is  used  for  a sewage  disposal  and 
treatment  system,  this  potential  is  practically  nil  under  ideal  soil 
and  water  conditions.  As  the  filtering  ability  of  the  soil  decreases 


2 


and  the  depth  to  the  water  table  decreases,  the  potential  for  groundwater 
pollution  increases.  Danger  to  nearby  wells  also  decreases  as  horizontal 
distance  from  wells  to  septic  tank  increases.  Considerable  distance  can 
be  maintained  betiveen  facilities  with  five-acre  lots. 

With  the  larger  lots  (5i  acres)  proposed  for  this  subdivision,  the  possi- 
bility of  contamination  of  nearby  wells  appears  to  be  remote. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  division  are  to  grant  certified  plat  approval 
or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval.  This  division’s  action  is  considered 
not  significant. 


A.  P.  Keppner,  Soils  Scientist 
Water  Quality  Bureau, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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John  S.  Anderson M.D. 
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STATE  DOGiOEMIS 


October  23,  197^ 
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i Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 

Delbrook  Licktenberg  and  H.  B.  Liinde,  c/o  Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 
Thomas  Overturf,  Gene  Cook,  Larry  W.  Olsen,  208  North  29th,  Suite  212,  Billings 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
: Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
. Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
' Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

j Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  39^,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North  Bozeman  Ave.,  Bozeman 
I Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue,  Bozeman 
j Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 
\ Dr.  Ricliard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1176,  Bozeman 
1 Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 
j Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #'9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
I Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

; Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  University  of  Montana 
jp/Montana  State  Library,  Helena 
Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

i Environmental  Studies  Department,  Larry  Uman,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 
I Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol,  Attorney,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 
\ County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
County  Sheriff,  County  Jail,  Bozeman 
Superintendent  of  Schools,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
1 State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  National  Forest  Supervisor,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Layton  Thompson,  918  S.  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Carl  Anderson,  Montana  Power  Company,  Butte 

Environmental  Information  Center,  9 Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


/ 


The  attached  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Hunter's  Inn  in 
the  Gallatin  Canyon. 

The  Environmental  Services  Bureau  does  not  believe  that  further  environ- 
mental review  is  necessary  on  this  project,  and  if  no  convincing  correspondence 
to  the  contrary  is  received  in  ten  days  from  the  date  above,  the  permit  v/i  1 1 
issue. 


S i ncerel  y , 


James  M.  Peterson,  R.S. 
Consultant  Sanitarian 
Environmental  Services  Bureau 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES  DIVISION 
ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES  BUREAU 
HELENA,  MONTANA 

NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  FOR  THE  HUNTER'S  INN 
A PROPOSED  BAR  AND  CAFE  IN  THE  GALLATIN  CANYON 

October  23,  197^ 

This  establishment  is  in  SVIh  , Section  l6  T7S,  R4E  and  would  be 
adjacent  to  the  proposed  Beaver  Creek  South  Subdivision.  The  developer, 
Donald  E.  McGann,  has  applied  for  a food  service  license. 

In  response  to  this  application,  the  Environmental  Services  Bureau 
has  conducted  an  environmental  review  and  concluded  that  the  end ronment 
impacts  would  be  negligible  or  nonexistent. 

Septic  tank  drainfields  v;ould  be  used  for  sev-vage  disposal.  These 
drainfields  v/ould  not  be  closer  than  I50  feet  from  the  Gallatin  River. 
Sanitarians  of  the  County  Health  Department  certified  that  the  ground- 
water  on  the  property  was  more  than  10  feet  below  ground  surface.  The 
proposed  sewer  systems  were  reviewed  by  the  sanitarians  and  found  satis- 
factory. 

The  highv'/ay  department  approved  a Driveway  Approach  Application 
and  a liquor  license  has  been  granted. 

Based  on  drillers'  logs  from  nearby  wells,  it  appears  that  an  ade- 
quate water  supply  is  available.  Solid  waste  would  be  removed  by  a 
commercial  hauler  who  already  services  other  establishments  in  the 
canyon . 

In  view  of  the  above,  and  considering  that  whatever  environmental 
impact  tiiere  is  to  be  on  the  immediate  area  will  be  caused  by  the  Beaver 
Creek  South  Subdivision,  it  appears  that  a full  fledged  environmental 
impact  statement  on  this  development  would  serve  no  good  purpose. 
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STATE 


Deportment  ot  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIM  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


October  11,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


y State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

County  Health  Department,  County  Courthouse,  Room  205,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Mr.  Eben  Huntington,  Pryor  Star  Route,  Billings  59101 

Mr.  Major  Vermandel,  Pryor  Star  Route,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

HUNTINGTON  SIVINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Eben  Huntington  swine  operation 
and  his  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  animal  confinement 
facility  located  southeast  of  Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  wi'ite  an  environm>ental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
T>/ithin  that  alloted  time. 


Mr.  Eben  Huntington  has  operated  since  1955  an  animal  confinement 
facility  having  a capacity  for  approximately  2,000  swine.  This  animal 
confinement  facility  is  located  in  the  SlVh  of  Sec.  10,  T.  IS.,  R.  27  E.  , 
of  Yellowstone  County,  approximately  seven  miles  southeast  of  Billings, 
Montana.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 


This  animal  confinement  facility  consists  of  a farrowing  unit, 
nursery  unit,  and  finishing  unit.  Waste  material  produced  . in  the  farrowing 
and  nursery  unit  drops  through  slatted  floors  into  liquid  manure  pits 
located  beneath  each  building.  These  pits  provide  sufficient  to  store 
in  excess  of  120  days  waste  production.  Waste  material  in  the  finishing 
unit  is  pushed  onto  a concrete  slab  where  it  is  loaded  onto  a spreader  for 
disposal.  The  waste  material  V'/hich  accumulates  in  the  liquid  manure  pits 
is  likewise  periodically  removed  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural 
land.  Approximately  800  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

. : , . c .1^-  AycRUa 


Huntington  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

October  11,  1974 


Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through  a 
routine  spraying  and  baiting  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through 
a local  rendering  service. 

While  any  animal  confinement  facility  may  have  an  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  may  be  minimized 
through  adequate  waste  control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management 
program.  In  the  case  of  this  existing  operation,  water  pollution  problems 
should  be  eliminated  or  minimized  through  the  manag orient  and  operation  of 
the  existing  waste  control  faciiities.  Tire  waste  management  program 
currently  followed  should  minimize  the  air  pollution  problem.  The  only 
alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Fluntington  would  be  to  relocate 
his  existing  operation.  To  our  knowledge,  this  operation  has  not  had 
significant  adverse  environmental  effects  on  the  surrounding  land  and 
therefore,  relocation  does  not  appear  to  be  justified. 


Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPrvlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sconces 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


August  7,  1975 


AUG  1 5 1975 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 

/dstate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lake  County  Courthouse,  Poison 
County  Sanitarians,  Box  1210,  Poison 

Ralph  Campbell,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Finley  Point,  Poison 

Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kali  spell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Don  Pedersen,  Star  Route,  Ronan 

Frank  McCready,  Star  Route,  Ronan 

Gene  Sevier,  Star  Route,  Ronan 

Sherwood  Vigen,  Star  Route,  Ronan 

Jan  Niemeyer,  Box  83,  Star  Route,  Ronan 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

JAN  NIEMEYER  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  proposed  Jan  Niemeyer  swine  opera- 
tion and  a request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  that  same  facility 
near  Ronan,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Jan  Niemeyer  proposes  to  construct  an  animal  confinement  facility 
having  capacity  for  approximately  20  sows  with  litters  and  160  feeder  pigs. 
The  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  total  confinement  in  nature  with 
all  livestock  contained  within  buildings.  The  animal  confinement  facility 
will  be  located  in  the  SW%  of  the  NW%,  and  the  NW%  of  the  SW%  of  Sec.  11, 
T.  20  N.,  R.  21  W.,  of  Lake  County,  approximately  eight  miles  southwest  of 
Ronan,  Montana.  The  approximate  location  of  this  proposed  facility  is 
indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

As  previously  indicated,  all  animals  will  be  confined  within  a 
building.  The  waste  material  which  is  generated  drops  through  slatted 
floors  and  is  contained  in  two  liquid  manure  pits  located  under  the 


Jan  Niemeyer  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

August  7,  1975 


the  building.  These  pits  provide  storage  capacity  for  a minimum  of  120 
days  waste  production.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates  within  these 
pits  will  be  removed  as  necessary  to  maintain  adequate  storage  capacity 
and  will  be  disposed  of  on  approximately  60  acres  of  adjacent  agricultural 
land.  With  proper  disposal  practices,  such  land  should  be  adequate. 

Flies  around  a total  confinement  facility  such  as  this  are  not 
normally  as  significant  a problem  as  would  be  found  with  an  open  lot  type 
feeding  operation.  Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  will  be 
controlled  through  a baiting  or  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  will  be 
disposed  of  through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  A total  confinement  swine  operation  such 
as  this  which  is  properly  managed  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  environ- 
mental effects.  Odors  from  this  type  of  facility  can  normally  be  contained 
except  during  periods  when  the  waste  material  is  being  removed  and  disposed 
of  on  the  surrounding  property.  An  effort  should  be  made  to  dispose  of 
this  waste  material  when  wind  conditions  are  such  that  odors  will  be 
carried  away  from  nearby  occupied  dwellings.  This  proposed  operation 
appears  to  be  located  in  an  agricultural  area  and  if  the  waste  management 
program  as  outlined  in  this  application  is  adhered  to,  minimal  environ- 
mental problems  should  result.  The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr. 
Niemeyer  would  be  the  selection  of  an  alternate  site.  The  site  for  the 
proposed  facility  is  currently  owned  by  Mr.  Niemeyer  and  the  selection  of 
an  alternate  site  does  not  appear  warranted  as  minimal  adverse  environ- 
mental effects  are  anticipated. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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cc:  Ben  Wake 

Air  Quality  Bureau 
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DeDartmentoT  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


STAIE  DUGUMtNIS 


March  3,  1975 
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Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue, 

Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 
Dr.  Richard  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Gallatin  National  Forest,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box 
1410,  Hamilton 

Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana, 

Missoula 

Citizen's  Advocate,  State  Capitol,  Helena 
Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 
Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 
Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 
Joe  Sabol,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South  Eighth, 
Bozeman 

C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 

MONTANA  STATfc  LIBRARY 
9o0  Eost  lyrjdale  Avenue: 
Hef:*»na,  Montana  .5960! 
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Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Rick  Graetz , Box  894,  Helena 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for 
Knudsen  and  Johnson  Hyalite  Subdivisions  near  Bozeman,  Montana, 
in  Gallatin  County.  This  is  being  submitted  for  your  infor- 
mation and  comments. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval 
of  the  water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal 
systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  project  and  specifies 
those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive 
approval  without  development  of  an  environmental  impact  state- 
ment. This  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval  is 
being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental 
Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


DGW:APK:sh 

Enclosure 

cc : Terry  Carmody 

Ben  Wake 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

March  3,  1975 


A Negative  Declaration  for 
KNUDSEN  AND  JOHNSON  HYALITE  SUBDIVISIONS 
PROPOSED  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  GALLATIN  COUNTY,  MONTANA 


640R  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 

6405  (b) (3);  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water 
supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 

69-4801  through 69-4827®  ?he  pollution.  Section 

prepared  by  the  Department  of  HealS"Ld®Environmlntal®SciencL 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concern-' 
ing  Knudsen  and  Johnson  Hyalite  Subdivisions,  proposed  develop- 

hafLe^rec^ fo/which  a subL?Ll 
has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all 

agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of 
e Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  a full  en- 

for^jirdays.''"'^^''^  statement.  This  document  will  be  circulated 

developments  are  located  in  the  NW  1/4,  NE  1/4 

sLth  r A Section  1,  TowAship  2 ' 

Montana  ^ ^ Bozeman, 

Montana.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  west  by  county  roads 

and  Hyalite  Creek  bisects  the  property.  A total  of  20  177 
acres  would  be  divided  into  eight  lots.  ^u.i// 

Water  Supply 

Water  would  be  supplied  through  individual  wells.  Logs  for 
general  area  have  an  average  depth  of  45  to  60 
thi  propLty?”®  Per  minute.  A well  exists  on 

Sewage  Disposal 

Sewage  would  be  treated  in  individual  septic  tanks  and  disposed 

drainfields.  Soil  profile  descriptiLs 
nd  percolation  tests  indicate  the  soils  are  suitable  for  this 
purpose.  Although  the  ten-foot  test  holes  dug  on  the  property 
wer^  and  showed  no  evidence  of  prolonged  saturation,  they 
were  dug  in  the  autumn  after  high  water  season.  Other  evidence 
presented  to  indicate  high  groundwater  levels  do  not  exist 
on  the  property  are  as  follows; 
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(1)  An  outbuilding  on  the  north  of  the  property  has  a basement 
that  extends  to  eight  feet  below  the  surface.  The  past 
two  owners  have  reported  it  has  never  been  wet. 

(2)  Excavations  on  two  lots  immediately  south  of  the  subdivision 
showed  no  evidence  of  water  in  June  or  July.  A house  on  one 
of  these  lots  has  a basement  four  and  one-half  feet  below 
ground  surface  that  has  not  been  wet. 

Solid  Waste  Disposal 

It  is  proposed  that  Suhr  Hauling,  Inc.  of  Bozeman  will  collect 
solid  waste  for  disposal  in  the  Bozeman  landfill. 

Services 

Telephone  and  electrical  service  is  available.  Police  pro- 
tection will  be  provided  by  the  Gallatin  County  sheriff's 
office,  and  fire  protection  will  be  a volunteer  fire  district. 
Ambulance  service  is  available  from  Bozeman.  Hospital  and 
physician  services  are  available  in  Bozeman. 

Environmental  Assessment 


The  primary  environmental  impact  would  be  those  associated  with 
conversion  of  hay  and  pasture  land  to  suburban  residential  use. 
The  area  to  the  south  of  the  proposed  developments  has  been 
subdivided  previously.  The  subdividing  process  continues  to 
alter  the  rural  landscape  and  rural  life  style  of  the  area  to 
a suburban  landscape  and  life  style.  In  the  short-term  and 
long-term,  the  land  would  be  divided  into  a multiplicity  of 
ownerships . 

The  local  grade  school  presently  has  approximately  124  students 
and  is  reported  operating  at  or  above  the  design  capacity. 
Additional  students  that  would  reside  in  these  developments 
would  contribute  to  the  burden  on  the  school. 

Hyalite  (Middle)  Creek  has  a trout  fishery  and  any  activity 
that  creates  turbidity  in  the  stream  would  adversely  affect  the 
fishery.  It  is  possible  to  keep  sewage  disposal  devices 
at  least  150  feet  from  the  stream. 

Alternatives  Available  to  this  Department 

There  are  two  basic  alternatives  available  to  this  department 
with  respect  to  these  developments.  They  are  to  issue  a 
certificate  of  subdivision  plat  approval  or  not  to  issue  a 
certificate.  From  the  data  submitted,  it  appears  that  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  individual  water  supply  systems, 
sewage  disposal  systems,  and  solid  waste  disposal  facilities 
are  now  in  compliance  with  department  standards  and  can  satisfy 
department  laws  and  regulations . 
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Conclusion 


A certificate  of  subdivision  plat  approval  will  be  issued 
fifteen  days  after  issuance  of  this  declaration  unless  con 
vincing  response,  supported  by  data,  is  received  by  the 
department. 


This  negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  A.  P.  Keppner, 
B.S.F.,  M.S.,  Soils  Scientist  for  the  Water  Quality  Bureau, 
Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  from  data  submitted  by  Survco,  Inc. 
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^ . STATE  DOCUMENTS 

artmentoi  Heath  and  bririronmenfaT 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAiMA  Helena, Montana  59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


M 2 1974 


July  1,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Delbrook  Licktenberg  and  H,  B.  Lande,  c/o  Survco,  Inc., 

103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney, Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Plan- 
ning, Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue, 
Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture 
Center,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  Larry  Uman,  University  of 
Montana,  Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 
Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 
Joe  Sabol,  Attorney,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
990  Lyr:ic:'  - 

Monfana  59601 
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Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Hyalite  Foothills 
Subdivision  No.  1 and  Hyalite  Foothills  Subdivision  No.  2, 
proposed  subdivisions  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana. 

All  comments  or  questions  should  be  received  within  15  days. 

Sincerely  yours. 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

, ■ ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


July  1, 

A Negative  Declaration  for 
Hyalite  Foothills  Subdivision  No.  1 

and 

Hyalite  Foothills  Subdivision  No.  2, 
proposed  subdivisions  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana. 


1974 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 
6504(b) (3);  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water 
supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 
through  69-5005;  and  the  act  controlling  water  pollution. 
Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  En- 
vironmental Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  the 
proposed  Hyalite  Foothills  Subdivision  No. land  Hyalite  Foot- 
hills Subdivision  No.  2,  proposed  subdivisions  in  Gallatin 
County  for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting  sub- 
division plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public 
of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  write  an  environ- 
mental impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated 
for  15  days  at  which  time  the  subdivision  will  be  reviewed 
in  light  of  comments  received. 

The  proposed  Hyalite  Foothills  Subdivision  No.  1 and  Hyalite 
Foothills  Subdivision  No.  2 are  located  in  Sections  10  and  15 
Township  3 South,  Range  5 East,  MPM,  Gallatin  County,  Montana 
They  comprise  some  356.712  acres  divided  into  91  lots.  In- 
dividual water  and  sewer  systems  are  proposed. 

Five  well  logs  were  submitted  as  evidence  of  water  avail- 
ability. Solid  waste  disposal  is  available  through  a local 
independent  hauler.  Soils  and  groundwater  information  sub- 
mitted indicate  the  lots  are  suitable  for  on-site  sewage  dis- 
posal . 

Alternatives  available  to  this  department  are  to  grant  sub- 
division plat  approval  or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval. 

This  department's  action  is  considered  not  significant. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner, 
Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 
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and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIVIA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 
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July  1,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Thomas  Overturf,  Gene  Cook,  W.  Larry  Olson,  208  North  29th, 

Suite  212,  Billings 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Plan- 
ning, Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena  ' 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th,  Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture 
Center,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Bozeman 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol,  Attorney,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 
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Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Hyalite  Meadows 
Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana.  All  comments  and 
questions  should  be  received  within  15  days. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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' ’ MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

A Negative  Declaration  for 
Hyalite  Meadows, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County, 


July  1, 


Montana 


1974 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69- 
6504(b) (3);  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water 
supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 
through  69-5005;  and  the  act  controlling  water  pollution. 

Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  En- 
vironmental Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  concerning  the  proposed  Hyalite  Meadows 
Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County  for  which  a request  has  been  re- 
ceived requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of 
the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  write  an  environmental 
impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  15 
days  at  which  time  the  subdivision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of 
comments  received. 

The  proposed  Hyalite  Meadows  Subdivision  is  located  in  the  S 
1/2  SE  1/4  Section  3,  Township  3 South,  Range  5 East,  MPM, 
Gallatin  County,  Montana.  It  comprises  81  acres  divided 
into  26  lots.  Individual  water  and  sewer  systems  are  proposed. 

Five  well  logs  were  submitted  as  evidence  of  water  avail- 
ability. Solid  waste  disposal  is  available  through  a local 
independent  hauler.  Soils  and  groundwater  information  submitted 
indicate  the  lots  are  suitable  for  on-site  sewage  disposal. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  department  are  to  grant  sub- 
division plat  approval  or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval. 

This  department's  action  is  considered  not  significant. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner, 
Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 
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STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


July  16,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 
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v-'^ate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  CoTiimissioners,  Stillwater  County  Courthouse,  Columbus 

C.  H.  Swanson,  Jr.,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  27  N.  4th,  Columbus 

Rodney  Fink,  R. S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Columbus 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Conrad  Weschenf elder.  Park  City 

Henry  Weschenf elder.  Park  City 

James  L.  Baker,  R.R.  1,  Park  City 

Robert  Southworth,  Park  City 

Eugene  Britton,  Park  City 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

JAMES  BAKER  CONFINED  LIVESTOCK  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  the  James  L.  Baker  confined  livestock  operation  and  his 
request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  this  operation  near 
Park  City,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to 
ccaranent  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 

Mr.  James  Baker  currently  maintains  a confined  swine  operation  having 
a capacity  for  approximately  300  head.  This  feeding  operation  is  a confine- 
ment facility  and  is  located  in  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northwest  ^ 

quarter  of  section  28,  township  2 south,  range  23  east  of  Stillwater  County. 

The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  swine  are  fed  on  concrete  floors  which  are  so  constructed  that 
they  drain  to  a cleaning  gutter.  Waste  material  which  is  produced  flows 
or  is  scraped  to  the  cleaning  gutter  located  along  the  south  side  of  the 
feeding  area.  The  concrete  floor  and  the  gutter  are  cleaned  at  least  iveekly 
and  the  waste  material  which  is  removed  from  these  pits  spread  on  surrounding 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  67  acres  of  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal.  During  periods  of  inclement  weather  when  field  application  of  the 
waste  material  is  impractical  the  material  is  piled  in  a storage  area  which 
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James  Baker  Confined  Livestock  Operation 
Page  2 

July  16,  1974 

has  been  constructed  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  any  waste  material  to  state 
waters.  Any  runoff  of  manure  from  this  area  would  be  contained  in  a reten- 
tion pond  located  adjacent  to  the  storage  area.  The  liquid  which  may  accumu- 
late in  the  retention  pond  is  usually  disposed  of  through  evaporation  or 
when  necessary  can  be  pumped  out  and  disposed  of  through  the  use  of  a honey 
wagon. 

Any  confined  livestock  operation  can  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  adequate 
waste  control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management  program.  By  using  the 
manure  storage  area  only  when  field  application  is  impossible  the  odors 
from  this  operation  should  be  minimized.  Frequent  cleaning  of  the  bedding 
area  and  the  waste  gutter  should  also  minimize  the  odor  problon.  The  direc- 
tion of  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  southwest  and  as  such  should  carry 
any  odors  away  from  the  community  of  Park  City. 

Flies  around  the  confined  swine  operation  are  controlled  through  a 
routine  spraying  program  and  the  application  of  bait.  Dead  animals  are 
disposed  of  through  a local  rendering  service. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Baker  would  be  the  relocation  of 
the  existing  confined  livestock  operation.  Unless  this  operation  has  been 
a source  of  serious  water  or  air  pollution  problems  in  the  past,  relocation 
does  not  seem  justifiable.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  waste  control  facili- 
ties and  waste  management  program  will  provide  adequate  environmental  pro- 
tection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLP:vlf 
Attachment 
cc:  Ben  Wake 


Dan  Vichorek 


f 


' / , l ' < / ' 


>i 


* ■*■ 


. i V'  >v  * 

' * . - .I 


■4i 


7.. 


IL 


r-af,: 


3i, 


tif 


lal . tf 


icerial^^w.  S' 
ut.«iiiv!‘d-,in  «:iOB' 
•<hich 

j*  'ii'M  t'-$o<7 


u'l 


I 


iW  - 


'^hi' 


fj 


[v»: 


i/  •&- 


, — ^_-  -//^•'• 

Wi^te 

»jfw  /■^Tf*T 

. cWlng 

!S'T  4ii 

itld^ 


K;:'V 


r-rtCQ 


// 


• 7 i' 


1' 


■'•V’ 


l<?  /itqfifntb 


pn 


<Ei 


/ 


J 


•X* 


..'STv 


/» 


::#s' 


7' 


Si  f^ixauTwaiyi 

> / J /4kwff  OpJiiy 


iool  wai 


/ / titfe 


V V ♦jSii— ^ i 

''•  ■ •:^-yCL 


,\i^‘ 


!/,''  y 


V 


( a J ( . 

" fr. 


4 


1^ 


V 


T"'”  “■■ 


Ic<^ 


i. 


±t-X  -^li^ 


ff  .'J  •*! 

-£LZ^.  J ■ 

*«v  I>*w.  V a (>t  »w  »,TI 


^ V4'- 


ill  iu*^  Mil  lij 


AU6  7 '197^ 


Roundup 
512,  Roundup 


-^ate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Musselshell  County  Courthouse,  Roundup 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

K.  A.  I,  Cassimally,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  210  3rd  St.  W. 

Muriel  S.  Farmer,  Administratrix,  Joseph  Vi.  Spear  Estate,  Box 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
Ron  McCleary,  Klein  Route,  Roundup 
William  Smith,  Klein  Route,  Roundup 
William  Reiner,  Klein  Route,  Roundup 

Lloyd  Blessing,  Klein  Route,  Roundup  'MC>NTAif'iA-SUifc 

James  Brendel , Klein  Route,  Roundup  930  Ea*t  Lyndal© 

Jack  Snider,  Klein  Route,  Roundup  Hdaoo  Moot 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

JOSEPH  W.  SPEAR  ESTATE  CONFINED  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement  facility 
operated  by  the  Joseph  W.  Spear  Estate  near  Roundup,  Montana.  Muriel  S. 
Farmer  has  made  application  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation 
located  south  of  Roundup,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  wish  to 
comment  on  this  proposed  permit,  please  do  so  within  the  alloted  time. 

The  Joseph  W.  Spear  Estate  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation 
having  capacity  for  approximately  350  swine.  This  facility  is  located  in 
the  SW%  of  the  NE%  of  S.  36,  T.  8 N. , R.  25  E.,  of  Musselshell  County.  The 
location  of  this  facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

The  livestock  are  totally  confined  within  a building.  Waste  material 
from  the  livestock  held  in  confinement  will  be  deposited  in  pits  and  stored 
for  later  disposal.  The  pits  provide  capacity  to  store  in  excess  of  120 
days  waste  production.  This  waste  material  is  periodically  removed  and 
disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  When  weather  permits,  the 
waste  material  is  removed  at  least  monthly.  Approximately  80  acres  of 


Joseph  W.  Spear  Estate  Confined  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

August  6.  1974 


grass  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal.  Flies  around  the  total  confinement 
unit  generally  do  not  present  a significant  problem  but  a combined  spraying 
and  baiting  program  is  used  to  control  flies  which  are  present.  Dead  animals 
are  disposed  of  through  burial  or  through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment.  Adverse 
effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
Adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  proposed  and  apparently 
utilized  in  the  past  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  environmental  effects  to 
the  surrounding  area.  The  only  alternative  available  with  regard  to  waste  ; 
control  and  disposal  would  be  to  relocate  the  existing  facility.  Such  a reloca-' 
tion  would  not  be  economically  justifiable  if  the  operation  has  not  been  a 
significant  air  or  water  pollution  problem  in  the  past.  Since  our  office  has 
never  received  complaints  regarding  this  facility,  such  relocation  does  not  ■ 
seem  to  be  justified.  i 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist  j 

Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Deoartmentot  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 


January  8,  1975 

STATE  doc;,  ,C  ; . 


John  $.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


JAN  9 W5 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  The  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Off.,  Box  427,  IVhitefish 

Co.  Sanitarian's  Office,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Kenneth  W,  Smith,  Route  4,  Box  340,  Kalispell 

Mr.  deny  Chase,  Route  4,  Box  338,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Glenn  Roth,  Route  4,  Box  321,  Kalispell 

Mrs.  Dee  Bennett,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Peter  Hertlein,  Route  4,  Box  38A,  Kalispell 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

KENNETH  W.  SMITH  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environm,ental  Sciences  concerning  the  Kenneth  W.  Smith  confined  swine 
operation  and  his  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  opera- 
tion near  Kalispell,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  wite  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  w'hich  time  a decision  v/ill 
be  made  as  to  v^rhether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a peimit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Kenneth  W.  Smith  is  in  the  process  of  constructing  a confined 
swine  operation  having  a total  capacity  for  approximately  700  head.  Tlie 
animal  confinement  facility  consists  of  farrowing  through  finishing  with 
all  livestock  being  confined  within  three  buildings.  The  animal  confine- 
ment facility  will  be  located  in  the  Nb  of  the  NWb,  Sec.  13,  T.  28  N. , 

R.  21  W. , of  Flathead  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated 
on  the  attached  iruip. 

As  indicated,  all  animals  are  confined  within  buildings.  The  waste 
material  vdiich  is  generated  drops  tlirough  slatted  floors  and  is  contained 
in  a liquid  manure  pit  located  below  each  building.  These  pits  alone  or 

MONTAiiA  Si  Alt 
930  East  Lyndaie  Avenue 
Helices,  /'Aoriersa  59601 


Kenneth  W.  Smith  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

January  8,  1975 


in  combination  with  an  emergency  storage  pond  will  provide  storage  capacity 
for  a minimum  of  120  days  waste  production.  The  waste  material  will  be 
removed  from  these  storage  facilities  as  necessary  to  maintain  adequate 
capacity.  The  waste  material  which  is  removed  will  be  disposed  of  on 
approximately  300  acres  of  adjacent  agricultural  land. 

Flies  around  a total  confinement  facility  such  as  this  are  normally 
not  as  significant  a problem  as  would  be  found  with  an  open  lot  type  feeding 
operation.  Flies  around  this  facility  will  be  controlled  through  routine 
application  of  fly  baits.  Dead  animals  ^^^ill  be  disposed  of  at  the  county 
sanitary  landfill. 

■ Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  A total  confined  swine  operation  such  as 
this  which  is  managed  properly  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  effects. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Smith  would  be  to  relocate  this 
operation.  The  operation  in  question  appears  to  be  located  in  an  agricul- 
tural area  and  if  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in  his  application 
is  adhered  to,  minimal  problems  should  result;  and  relocation  would  not  be 
justified. 


SLPrvlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 

May  28,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


tate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Toole  County  Courthouse,  Shelby 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  ^ Economic 
Development,  Helena 
Joe  Krall,  Box  225,  Sunburst 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

KRALL  FARM  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a livestock  waste  control 
facility  permit  for  the  Krall  Farm  Swine  Operation  located  east  of  Sunburst, 
Montana.  This  request  was  submitted  by  J.  W.  Krall. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  inpact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  applica- 
tion for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted  time. 

Mr.  Krall  has  operated  since  1963  a total  confinement  swine  operation 
having  an  annual  maximum  capacity  of  approximately  1,000  animals.  The 
confined  swine  operation  is  located  in  the  SW  1/4,  NW  1/4  of  Sec.  1,  Township 
36  N. , Range  1 W. , Toole  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  approximately 
ten  miles  east  and  1-3/4  miles  north  of  Sunburst,  Montana  and  is  shown  on  the 
attached  map. 

This  confined  feeding  operation  consists  of  a farrowing  operation  and 
at  times  a finishing  operation.  The  swine,  with  the  exception  of  brood  sows, 
are  held  within  the  confinement  building  and  the  waste  material  which  is 
produced  'drops  through  the  slotted  floors  into  a manure  pit  located  beneath 
the  floor.  This  manure  pit  has  the  capacity  to  store  in  excess  of  120  days 
waste  production.  In  addition,  a back-up  lagoon  has  been  constructed  so  that 
during  emergency  situations,  the  waste  material  will  be  discharged  to  that 
lagoon  rather  than  discharged  to  the  ground  surface  or  to  state  waters.  This 
lagoon  has  roughly  twice  the  capacity  of  the  manure  pit  located  beneath  the 
confinement  building.  Waste  material  is  removed  periodically  from  the  manure 

Approximately  1,400  acres  of 


operation  are  controlled  through 
Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  by 

hAONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
\ 930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
^ Helena,  Montana  59601 


pit  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land, 
such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  in  the  area  around  the  confinement 
pest  strips  and  the  application  of  fly  bait, 
burial. 


Krall  Farm  Swine  Operation 
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May  28,  1974 

While  any  livestock  operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  m.anagement  program.  In  the  case  of  this  existing  operation,  water 
pollution  problems  should  be  eliminated  or  minimized  through  management  and 
operation  of  the  existing  control  facilities.  This  waste  management  program 
should  also  minimize  the  air  pollution  or  odor  problem.  It  has  been  indicated 
that  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  west  and  as  such,  the 
odors  should  not  be  a problem  for  the  surrounding  area. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Krall  would  be  to 
relocate  the  existing  operation.  It  is  doubtful  that  a better  site  could  be 
located  as  this  site  is  quite  removed  from  streams,  homes,  etc.  To  our 
knowledge,  this  operation  has  not  had  significant  adverse  environmental  effect 
on  the  surrounding  area  and  relocation  does  not  seem  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLP:vlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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JepartmentoT  Heath  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MONTAIM  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 
KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL,  MX  59901 


November  23,  1973 


Ir.  J.  Bolstedt,  Box  312,  Big  Fork,  MT  59911 

Ir.  R.E.  Jones,  Pres.,  Hellgate  Inc.,  Box  1462,  Missoula,  MT  59801 

ir.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 
ir.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  6e  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 
}oard  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
l.C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 
Ir.  Les  Espeland,  Flathead  County.  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
/ater  Qualiy  Bureau,  State  Dept,  of  Health  6e  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 
iontana  Dept .of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and  Economic  Development, 
Helena,  MT  59601 

|Ir.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
lodana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59601 

itudent  Eiivironmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Ir.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
ilr.  J.  Nelson,  Box  43,  Big  Fork,  MT  59911 


I entlemen : 

aclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Lake  Hills  Addition 
b.  2 Subdivision,  a subdivision  near  Big  Fork,  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

he  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water 
upply*  sewage  disposal,  and  solid ^aste  systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  project 
|nd  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval,  without 
he  development  of  an  Impact  Statement.  In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  intended  to 
ssure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of 
oth  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subdivision  Law. 


• "Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P .E  . 

Public  Health  Engineer 

I Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATiVli:  DECLARATION 


for 

LAKE  HILLS  ADDITION  NO.  2 


A Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  policy  Act,  Section  6^-6504  (b)(3),  the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  sub- 
divisions, Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section 
69-4801  to  4823,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  con- 
cerning the  proposed  Lake  Hills  Addition  No.  2 Subdivision,  located  near  Big  Fork  in 
Flathead  County,  Montana. 


SUMMARY  OF  PROJECT 

I The  proposed  Lake  Hills  Addition  Number  2 Subdivision  consists  of  fifty-three  lots 
in  a 57  acre  block  one  mile  northwest  of  Big  Fork,  Montana.  The  Flathead  Lake  shore- 
» line  is  approximately  one  mile  south  of,  and  450  feet  lower  than,  the  highest  point 
in  the  subdivision. 

Land  division  in  this  block  has  been  controlled  by  the  prevailing  topography.  The 
steeper  south  slqpe  includes  lots  as  large  as  7.5  acres  and  3.5  acres.  In  contrast 
with  this,  the  flatter  north  half  includes  five  lots  from  17,000  ft.^  to  19,000  ft.^. 
The  average  lot  size  is  therefore  meaningless,  however,  the  mean  lot  size  is  definitely 
. greater  than  % acre  - probably  25,000  to  27,000  ft.^.  All  are  to  be  residential  lots, 
and  no  one  parcel  or  lot  in  the  subdivision  is  proposed  for  parkland  since  money  is 
i to  be  given  in  lieu  thereof. 

j This  property  is  located  adjacent  to  the  northerly  and  westerly  boundaries  of  the 
I Lake  Hills  Addition  Subdivision,  a 65  lot  plat  which  was  recorded  with  the  Flathead 
; County  Clerk  and  Recorder's  office  in  1963.  The  Sanitary  Restriction  was  removed 
on  this  "first  phase"  in  1964  (document  number  15-4-72) . In  the  ten  years  that  have 
elapsed  fifteen  residences  have  been  completed  in  this  earlier  project.  To  this 
I point,  impact  of  all  type  has  been  controlled  and  slight. 

; Access  to  the  number  two  tract  is  from  Highway  35  onto  the  existing  Lake  Hills 
j (gravel)  road.  This  internal  road  is  being  merely  extended  into  the  number  2 
j upper  parcel.  The  project  will  create  approximately  one  mile  of  new  road  which 
1 will  be  built  to  county  standards  and  eventually  dedicated  to  the  county. 

According  to  the  preliminary  submittal  the  subdivision  is  to  be  served  by  an  ex- 
tension of  the  Pacific  Power  and  Light  Water  Supply  System  serving  Big  Fork.  No 
plans  and  specifications  have  been  yet  submitted  on  this  supply  system,  but  the  pre- 
I sence  of  good  sized  mains  in  the  earlier  development  plus  the  existence  of  a well 
I engineered  booster  station  at  the  Highway  2 turnoff  makes  this  feasibility  state- 
^ ment  a reasonable  assumption  for  preliminary  review  purposes. 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
Lake  Hills  Addition  No.  2 


November  19,  1973 
Page  Two 


Individual  septic  systems  have  been  proposed  as  the  method  of  choice  for  the  disposal 
of  sanitary  sewage.  Soils  data  indicates  that  this  is  a valid  assumption.  Solid 
waste  will  go  to  the  County  Landfill  District.  At  this  time  the  nearest  "green  box" 
collection  point  is  two  road  miles  to  the  north  of  the  area. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS 

Topographically  the  entire  subdivision  is  in  the  southern  flank  of  one  of  the  higher 
knolls  in  the  Big  Fork  area.  Slope  varies  differentially  from  3 to  5 degrees  at  the 
top  to  a maximum  of  30  degrees  on  the  large  7.5  acre  parcel  on  the  south  edge.  This 
rolling  incline  configuration  has  created  a road  planning  problem  the  eventual  so- 
lution of  which  has  controlled  the  entire  lot  lay-out.  In  designing  to  county  grade 
standards  the  impact  from  road  construction  will  be  lessened  and  home  sites,  in- 
cluding access  to  these  home  sites,  should  be  offered  to  best  advantage.  This  project 
could  have  been  offered  up  in  many  different  ways  had  maximum  lot  density  and  "private" 
roads  been  the  sole  objective.  As  it  now  is  designed,  each  lot  appears  to  offer  at 
least  one  construction  site  with  a reasonably  acceptable  drain  field  location.  For 
the  buyer,  the  view  is  unimpaired;  for  the  county  the  roads  and  drainfield  sites 
should  be  acceptable  and  for  the  state  the  environmental  consequences  appear  to  be 
reasonably  well  contained  while  the  land  is  being  put  to  a highest  and  best  use. 

Though  fairly  steep  in  nature,  there  are  no  defined  streams  or  drainage  courses  on 
the  property.  Surface  runoff  appears  to  occur  (or  seep)  in  a very  uniform  manner 
with  little  or  no  visible  erosion  damage. 

Soils  are  virtually  all  (Yeoman)  stony  loams.  Such  soil  sypes  are  of  medium  or 
moderate  permeability  and  porosity,  and  properly  installed  waste  water  systems  should 
not  fail.  These  soils  are  also  deep  and  strongly  calcareous,  both  advariageous  fac- 
tors in  slowing  the  migration  of  nutrients  from  drain  fields.  Problems,  however 
may  occur  locally  if  too  angular  a slope  is  utilized  for  a drain  field  (sewage  could 
surface  on  the  slope  below)  or  if  the  extreme  stoniness  creates  construction  problems 
which  are  hedged  by  using  seepage  pits.  In  the  upper  lots  bed  rock  argillite  might 
also  crop  through  this  soil  veneer  creating  other  problems  if  prior  consideration  is 
not  given  to  this  matter.  This  pint  is  also  extremely  pertinent  with  regard  to  the 
actual  field  alignment  of  roads  in  this  area.  However  ground  water  pollution  just 
will  not  occur,  erosion  should  not  be  a problem  if  soil  disturbance  sites  are  sodded 
and  air  pollution  can  be  minimized  if  the  roads  are  simply  graveled. 

Vegetation  is  extremely  restricted.  Open  grassland  covers  90%  of  the  surface  with 
only  a few  clumps  of  Doug -Fir  spotted  around  the  property. 

Prior  and  existing  land  use  has  been  oriented  entirely  toward  utilizing  the  natural 
range  for  grazing.  The  use  of  this  area  by  wildlife  in  the  recent  past  is  poorly 
known,  however  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a heavily  utilized  summer  or  winter  range. 
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The  Agricultural  capability  of  the  area  is  indicated  as  being  of  very  low  potential 
(Class  VI),  a direct  reflection  of  both  the  stoniness  of  the  soil  and  its  slope. 


IMPACT  ASSESSMENT 


Environmental  impacts  in  the  residential  development  of  this  property  do  not  appear 
to  be  significant.  Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  irretrievable  commitment  of 
natural  resources.  The  only  potentially  advers£ aspect  lies  in  its  aesthetic  or 
visible  location.  When  developed,  this  residential  slope  will  have  considerable 
visibility  from  the  west  shore,  the  east  shore,  the  lake  and  from  Highway  35.  This 
has  been  mitigated  in  part  by  the  much  above  average  planning  which  has  been  utilized 
up  until  this  time.  Execution  of  these  plans  and  adherance  to  existing  covenants 
is  of  prime  importance  in  contahing  any  really  adverse  affects. 


The  eventual  impact  on  local  services  - primarily  schools  - is  also  beginning  to 
become  apparent  to  certain  concerned  citizens  in  Big  Fork.  Subdivision  in  the  Big 
Fork  School  District  area  within  the  last  five  years  has  been  tremendous.  Should 
utilization  of  lots  suddenly  accelerate  much  beyond  the  existing  rate  (which  itself 
is  causing  problems)  the  impact  might  be  serious.  It  is  certain  to  be  serious  if 
the  school  district  does  not  begin  developing  plans  to  mast  such  possibilities. 

An  additional  secondary  impact  worth  noting  is  the  fact  that  this  Section  4 north 
of  Big  Fork  is  developing  unusually  fast,  This  is  the  third  large  subdivision  sub- 
mitted from  this  area  this  year.  In  addition  a large  shopping  center  has  also  come 
into  being  along  the  highway.  Sewage  collection  facilities  are  not  as  yet  being  con- 
templated but  continuing  development  could  make  this  an  important  consideration,  and 
the  ability  of  the  existing  Big  Fork  Sewage  Treatment  Plant  to  assimilate  a cumulation 
waste  load  of  large  magnitude  is  questionable.  The  entire  problem  could  contain  serious 
impact  tor  the  future. 


JUSTIFICATION  OF  ACTION 

A Negative  Declaration,  rather  than  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  has  been 
made  with  regard  to  this  subdivision  for  the  following  reasons  : 

1.  The  development  appears  to  be  a legitimate  and  reasonable  extension  of  an 
existing  oonmunity. 

2.  The  development  has  not  developed  any  strong  over-riding  controversy,  nor  does 

it  have  any  apparent  high  value  as  wildlife  or  agricultural  land.  The  "aesthetic 
value"  of  the  land  may  be  impacted,  however  this  is  difficult  to  classify  as 
high  value  scenic  land  because  of  the  proximity  to  an  area  already  committed 
to  urbanization. 

3.  The  Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization  has  held  a public  meeting  and  al- 
ready made  a recommendation  for  CONDITIONAL  APPROVAL.  These  stated  conditions 
dealt  primarily  with  administrative  details  (roads,  parks,  fire  hydrants,  etc.), 
however  the  board  indicated  that  final  approval  would  not  be  recommended  until 
the  impact  from  this  development  was  analyzed  and  found  to  be  acceptable  to 

the  appropriate  School  Board.  Because  this  matter  is  not  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  because  the  matter  is  getting  a thorough 
public  review  no  further  action  was  felt  necessary  by  this  office. 
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CONCLUSION 


A certificate  of  approval  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization  for  attachment  to  the  Mountain 
Acres  Subdivision  Plat  as  soon  as : 

1.  The  plans  and  specifications  for  the  community  water  system  are  submitted  aid 
approved  by  this  office. 

2.  A letter  of  approval  has  been  received  from  the  Flathead  County  Health  Depart- 
ment recording  their  approval  of  this  project. 

3.  The  final  plat  application  has  been  made  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization 
for  review  and  recommendations. 

All  plans  and  other  data  relative  to  this  project  will  be  filed  with  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau  of  the  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  in  Helena 
for  permanent  recordation. 

This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  a registered  professional  engineer 
and  economic  geologist.  That  data  required  by  law  and  regulations  was  provided  by 
Jack  Bolstedt,  a professional  subdivision  planner  from  Big  Fork,  Montana  and  from 
(indirectly)  Lyman  Lindsay,  a partner  of  Hellgate,  Inc.,  the  developer.  Robert  E. 
Jones,  Missoula,  Montana,  is  the  president  of  Hellgate  Incorporated. 

An  investigation  was  made  in  the  field  and  the  appropriate  USGS  and  SCS  publications 
were  utilized  in  evaluating  the  natural  impacts. 
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LAKE  HILLS  ADDITION  (NUMBER  ONE) 

65  Lots  - Submitted  and  Approved  1963 


darkened  area 


(iE  HILLS  ADDITION  NUMBER  TWO  - 53  Lots 


RESERVE  LANDS  OF  HELLGATE,  INC. 
Possible  Future  Development  i 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Scences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


December  10,  1974 


DEC  1 3 1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


/State  Librar)o  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lewis  ^ Clark  County  Courthouse,  Helena 

City- County  Health  Department,  201  S.  Main,  Helena 

City  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

County  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mrs.  Umbert  Quist,  6765  Applegate  Lane,  Helena 

Mr.  Wesley  H.  Banta,  250  Norris  Road,  Helena 

Mr.  Gary  W.  Hooper,  6750  Applegate  Lane,  Helena 

Mr.  James  R.  McGowan,  6830  Applegate  Lane,  Helena 

Mr.  Frederick  J.  LaRock,  6705  Applegate  Lane,  Helena 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

LaROCK  SIVINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement  facility 
operated  by  Mr.  Frederick  J.  LaRock  of  Helena,  Montana.  Mr.  LaRock  has 
made  application  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  located 
north  of  Helena. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement  regarding  this  ani- 
mal confinement  facility.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a 
period  of  ten  days  following  which  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment 
I regarding  this  action,  please  do  so  within  the  allotted  time. 

Mr.  LaRock  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation  consisting 
of  farrowing  through  finishing  and  having  capacity  for  approximately 
200  animals.  This  facility  is  located  in  the  NWh,  NWh,  Sec.  31,  T.  11  N. , 

, R.  3 W. , of  Lewis  and  Clark  County.  The  location  of  this  facility  is 

indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

! Extraneous  drainage  from  above  the  approximately  two- acre  feeding  area 

does  not  come  in  contact  with  the  livestock  waste  due  to  the  extremely 
flat  topography  of  the  area  as  well  as  the  physical  barrier  of  a road  to 
the  west  of  the  animal  confinement  facility.  The  only  wastewater  generated 

directly  on  the  lot  surface  and 
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again,  due  to  tlie  flat  topography,  minimal  runoff  should  occur.  7\ny  sur- 
face runoff  which  might  occur  would  be  adequately  contained  on  adjacent 
agricultural  land  with  little  possibility  of  this  waste  material  reaching 
state  waters.  The  nearest  state  waters  would  be  an  unnamed  drainage  ditch 
located  approximately  one-half  mile  southeast  of  this  animal  confinement 
facility.  A dike  along  this  drainage  ditch  should  prevent  the  entrance  of 
any  surface  runoff.  Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the  feedlot  sur- 
face is  removed  at  least  once  each  year  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  160  acres  of  such  land  is  currently 
available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  tliis  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
periodic  application  of  pesticide  spray.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of 
at  the  county  sanitary  landfill. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  such  as  this  will  have  an  effect  on 
the  environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through 
location  and  a good  waste  management  program.  Adherence  to  the  waste  man- 
agement: program  which  has  been  proposed  should  result  in  minimal  adverse 
effects  in  that  area.  The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  LaRock  would 
be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  This  animal  confinement  facility 
is  a part  of  an  overall  farming  operation  and  livestock  have  been  held  in 
this  location  for  many  years.  To  date,  our  office  has  never  received  com- 
plaints of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this  operation  and  relocation 
of  this  facility  does  not  seem  justifiable. 


)teven  L.  Pilcher 
Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Helena 
City-County  Health  Department,  201  S.  Main,  Helena 
City  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 
County  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
Sam  Jensen,  East  of  Helena,  Helena 

Hugh  R.  Kelleher,  A.A.E.,  Airport  IMnager,  Helena  Airport,  Helena 
Jim  Campbell,  Community  Development  Division,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 
Dick  Griffin,  A. I. A.,  910  Helena  Avenue,  Helena 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

LIVE  ANIMAL  AIR  EXPORTATION  FACILITIES 
HELER4  AIRPORT 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  nega- 
tive declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  a proposed  animal  confinement  facility  to  be  cons trac ted 
in  conjunction  iirith  the  live  animal  air  exportation  facility  for  the  Helena 
port  of  exports.  Mr.  Hugh  Kelleher  has  made  application  for  a waste  dis- 
charge permit  for  this  proposed  operation  near  the  Helena  Airport  northeast 
of  Helena,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

The  joint  city-county  airport  board  for  the  Helena  Airport  proposes 
to  construct  and  operate  a live  animal  air  exportation  facility  in  the  south- 
west quarter,  southwest  quarter,  section  22,  township  10  north,  range  3 west, 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  County.  The  location  of  the  proposed  facility  is  on 
Airport  Way  adjacent  to  the  Helena  Airport.  The  proposed  location  is  indi- 
cated on  the  attached  r.iap.  The  facility  has  been  designed  to  accommodate  a 
maximum  of  80,000  pounds  of  livestock  and  the  number  of  animals  in  confine- 
ment will  therefore  depend  upon  the  average  weight  and  class  of  livestock 
held.  The  livestock  will  be  totally  confined  within  a building  until  they 
are  loaded  onto  planes  for  transportation. 

Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the  floor  of  this  building  will 
be  washed  dom  into  a liquid  manure  holding  tank  following,  each  usepOf  the 
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facility.  In  most  cases,  the  animals  will  be  held  in  confinement  at  this 
location  for  less  than  24  hours  which  should  minimize  the  total  volume  of 
waste  material  to  be  contended  with.  Waste  material  will  be  pumped  from  the 
liquid  manure  holding  tank  as  necessary  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agri- 
cultural land.  Approximately  100  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal.  During  periods  of  inclement  weather  when  field  distribution  of 
waste  material  is  impossible  the  material  removed  from  the  holding  tank  will 
be  transported  to  an  earthen  storage  pond  located  nearby  for  temporary  storage 
until  the  disposal  site  will  accept  the  application  of  waste  material. 

As  stated  earlier,  the  facilities  will  be  washed  after  each  use  and  the 
area  disinfected,  which  should  minimize  the  odor  problem  and  also  control 
flies  and  rodents.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  county  landfill 
dump. 


Any  livestock  operation  mil  have  an  effect  on  the  environment.  Adverse 
effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
Adherence  to  the  ivaste  management  program  which  has  been  proposed  should 
result  in  minimal  adverse  environmental  effects  in  that  area.  The  only 
alternative  available  with  regard  to  waste  control  and  disposal  would  be  to 
select  an  alternate  site  for  this  facility.  Due  to  the  nature  of  this 
facility  it  is  necessary  to  construct  it  in  close  proximity  to  the  airport; 
and  it  is  doubtful  that  a more  acceptable  site  could  be  located.  The  selec- 
tion of  a less  convenient  site  does  not  seem  justified  if  the  proposed  waste 
management  program  will  in  fact  provide  adequate  environmental  protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton 
County  Planning  Board,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton 
Mr.  Frank  Gessaman,  R.S.,  Co.  San. , Courthouse,  Hamilton 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
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Mr.  Bent  Laursen,  Florence 
Mr.  James  Simpson,  Florence 
Mr.  Harry  Theorod,  Florence 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

LAURSEN  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  concerning  the  Laursen  Swine  Operation  and  a request  by 
Mr.  Bent  Laursen  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  a proposed  animal  con- 
finement facility  south  of  Florence,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Messrs.  Martin  and  Bent  Laursen  are  currently  in  the  process  of 
constructing  a total  confinement  swine  operation  which  would  have  maximum 
annual  capacity  for  approximately  1,200  pigs.  This  operation  will  be 
located  in  the  NW%,  NE%,  Sec.  35,  T.  10  N.,  R.  20  W.,  of  Ravalli  County. 
The  approximate  location  of  this  facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached 
map. 

The  livestock  associated  with  this  animal  confinement  facility  will 
be  totally  confined  within  buildings  on  the  premises.  The  operation  will 
consist  of  farrowing  sows  and  feeding  to  market  weight  the  pigs  which  are 
produced.  The  waste  material  which  is  produced  within  the  building  will 
be  scraped  daily  into  a pit  located  beneath  the  floor  and  running  the 
entire  length  of  each  building.  This  waste  material  will  then  be  periodi- 
cally flushed  to  a retention  pond  located  south  of  the  animal  confinement 

montan.a  state  library 

930  East  lyndale  Avenue 
1 1 ^-'onfctno  5^601 


Laursen  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

January  23,  1975 


facility.  Storage  capacity  in  this  retention  pond  exceeds  the  minimum 
120  day  storage  requirement.  The  retention  pond  will  be  lined  with  clay 
to  prevent  percolation  of  this  waste  material  into  the  groundwater.  The 
waste  control  facility  will  be  managed  such  that  there  is  no  direct  dis- 
charge of  waste  material  to  state  waters.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
periodically  remove  waste  material  from  this  facility  and  dispose  of  it 
on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Provisions  for  such  disposal  are  currently 
being  made. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  can  have  an  effect  on  the  environment 
Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  implementation  of  a 
good  waste  management  program.  Odors  around  the  animal  confinement  facil- 
ity will  be  minimized  through  good  housekeeping  within  the  confinement 
buildings  and  if  necessary,  the  addition  of  chemicals  to  the  retention 
pond.  Flies  will  be  controlled  through  a routine  baiting  and  trapping 
program.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  by  a local  rendering  service. 

Adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  proposed 
should  result  in  minimal  adverse  environmental  effect  on  the  area  involved 
The  only  alternative  available  to  the  applicant  would  be  the  selection  of 
an  alternate  site.  As  long  as  this  operation  will  not  result  in  a dis- 
charge of  waste  material  to  state  waters  and  can  be  operated  without 
creating  nuisance  conditions  for  the  surrounding  environment,  such  relo- 
cation does  not  seem  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Board  of  County  Coinmissioners,  Dawson  County  Courthouse,  Glendive 

County  Planning  Board,  Dawson  County  Courthouse,  Glendive 

John  Geach,  County  Sanitarian,  Box  281,  Glendive 

Ervin  Bosserman,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

Elmer  Deines,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

Harvey  Schock,C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

George  Leivestad,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

Leonard  Leivestad,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

Doug  Nelson,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 

Lawrence  Rohel,  C.  B.  Route,  Glendive 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

LUCKY  CHARM  DAIRY 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Lucky  Charm  Dairy  and  a request  by 
Mr.  Ervin  Bosserman  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  animal  confine- 
ment facility  near  Glendive,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau' s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within 
that  alloted  time. 

Tlie  Lucky  Charm  Dairy,  currently  operated  by  Mr.  ErA/ln  Bosserman, 
maintains  a herd  of  approximately  150  cows.  This  operation  consists  of  a 
confinement  building  and  an  open  lot  of  approximately  1 acre.  The  animal 
confinement  facility  is  located  in  the  S^Vh,  Sec.  13,  T.  14  N.,  R,  54  E. 

of  Dawson  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached 
map. 


Waste  material  generated  within  the  confinement  building  will  be 
contained  in  a liquid  manure  pit  and  an  anaerobic  lagoon.  The  liquid  meinure 
pit  will  provide  approximately  10  days  storage  of  waste  material  and  wash 
water  and  the  anaerobic  lagoon  provide  storage  for  approximately  180  days 
wastewater  production.  Wastewater  which  is  generated  from  the  surface  of 
the  1 acre  open  confinement  area  will  be  diverted  to  an  evaporation  pond 
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approximately  1/2  acre  in  size.  Such  a facility  would  have  the  capacity 
to  store  the  runoff  which  could  be  expected  from  a 10-year,  24-hour  rainfall 
event.  Waste  material  from  the  liquid  manure  pit  and  anaerobic  lagoon  will 
be  periodically  removed  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Adjacent 
land  owners  have  indicated  an  interest  in  utilizing  this  material  for  its 
fertilizer  value.  Several  hundred  acres  of  agricultural  land  would  be 
available  for  waste  disposal.  Manure  is  removed  from  the  open  lot  area  at 
least  twice  yearly  and  again  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land. 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  controlled  through 
the  application  of  sugar  bait  and  a routine  spraying  program.  Dead  animals 
are  disposed  of  in  a sanitary  landfill. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  adequate  waste 
control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  control 
facilities  proposed  in  this  application  are  constructed  and  the  waste  man- 
agement program  strictly  adhered  to,  the  problems  of  environmental  degradation 
should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Bosserman  would  be  to  relocate 
the  existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  appears  to  be  located  in 
an  agricultural  area  and  unless  this  operation  has  been  a serious  source  of 
air  or  water  pollution  in  the  past,  the  cost  of  relocation  does  not  appear 
justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 


> PO 


VI 


'■.  . -•>  • ^r-,^\  \ _ - hr^-M  '.  V_  1 \ -i 


V.I 


T 


‘V, 


J hMv^“i4\c'  j 

r'  - , --v  -«?•  ■•  ” J . 

\ v,_,  *.|^*  *,1  ►--ti'Ctllf  • fo.!'  |.  vr  fiJtrt'  v 

V A*:.#  ’ji 't-'A  ^r- 

:/•  **  ■'■  ''tM?  *4 

^*?.ii  '■  

.,il|l  C^AftJMft^t  A I'.iO^'  »<iy ‘l‘'«  -;•  :«5 

•■'^>'  Vw^'''’ft^  ^ . ;^Q>  I f 'fifrtdl  ^ < -.•■ 

iit^oi  i%  larwtf  '12 . ^ - M 


%N\s  .4-^  ■'«ti  • '*'  c.‘-^  :4^--  |i.Hf  rt'4i|sU4t^  would 

A ^ ' , >%  rtuKKti>  irfhxch  - ajt^ry^ar,  :j  hap 


wii9 


\ 


\ 


V 


,v 


.rod'll  ^a  Wv.  ••ij«iv  lot  4•■'e<^''‘t 
.if  ^fcLa(^C>iU'icr*’  !-'':i4.  ^ 


'•-  - ■'■  J‘K  r;'  -'*’ 

i \n;'^'"‘ 


\vml  cnnfijimirt  f'awi.t<Ti(  viil  *#^«*  *«  ^^-'H  ''•'  ^ 
v/*t:'rtij  m :.«  sl'^ar- MU:!  %mP^^  ■‘‘^  ,, 

rrJiw*. 


to, 


of  /Aiie^rjs 


^ ■ it 


,.  -m  ' ^ ^ 


\ 


ta  ?Jl»  1^  4 , 


m in  to  W ", 

.^»nUpn  ^ yof  j 

♦.‘e  co^i  of  UWf  U’ort  i-^rnfe di3«te 


} 


X — . 


> , 


*’Vyl 


;*\ . 


r 


7^^,:  •■fee.. 


Sciendf*.  ui 


d -T  X 


r ‘ 


'fe  ’ 

-fT^  ^ 


-,a 


IT!  — 


iro'J.eV'i'i 


^ ' ' M'H ' ■ ' ■ «>-  • .i,i- 

d#3s--‘'S 


/■  >5/?;^ 


. 1 -S&l^ 


8V 


•vb4;.#  ^ 


fe*/.,  dlad>l.d.3*-  i^-i  < ^ 

i..'*s2Uiafe..  . ■'5?- J'..,  <^Jb  j .ii 


tt,..- ..  1 


i ' ' 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 
Jepgrtment  or  Heath  and  Enfironmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 
June  28,  1974 


John  $.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 

JUL  1 1974 


'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Cascade  County  Courthouse,  Great  Falls 
City- County  Planning  Board,  C^cade  County  Courthouse,  Great  Falls 
City- County  Health  Department,  1130  - 17th  Avenue  South,  Great  Falls 
Fjivironmental  Quality  Gouncil,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Luther  M.  Bierwagen,  Box  183,  Route  1 West,  Great  Falls 
Mr.  Earnest  Blackburn,  Manchester 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  MONTANA  STATE  LiBRAR' 

FOR  THE  030  East  Lyndale  Avenue 

LUTHER  BIERWAGEN  LIVESTOCK  OPERATION  Montana  59601 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  the  Luther  M.  Bierwagen  confined  livestock  operation  and 
a request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  this  operation 
near  Manchester,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  a decision  will  be  made  as  to 
whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to 
comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 


Mr.  Bierwagen  currently  maintains  a confined  swine  operation  at  this 
location.  The  proposed  capacity  for  this  operation  will  be  500  head.  This 
feeding  operation  will  enconpass  approximately  3 acres  and  will  be  located 
in  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  34,  township 
21  north,  range  2 east  of  Cascade  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is 
shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  relatively  flat  which  should  result 
in  minimal  runoff  from  the  area.  The  minimal  runoff  which  might  result  from 
the  feeding  area  will  be  contained  naturally  on  Mr.  Bierwagen’ s property  with 
little  possibility  of  the  runoff  ever  reaching  state  waters.  Waste  material 
will  be  removed  from  the  feeding  area  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land. 
This  waste  material  will  in  most  cases  be  incorporated  with  the  soil  following 
its  application. 

Flies  around  the  confined  feeding  area  will  be  controlled  through  fly 
bait  and  periodic  spraying.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  in  a lime  pit. 


Luther  Bierwagen  Livestock  Operation 
Page  2 

June  28,  1974 


Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  waste  management  program.  If  this  waste  management  program  as  out- 
lined in  the  application  is  followed,  the  problems  of  air  pollution  should 
be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Bierwagen  would  be  to  relocate 
the  existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an  agricul- 
tural area  and  unless  this  operation  has  been  a serious  source  of  air  or 
water  pollution  in  the  past,  the  costs  of  relocation  do  not  appear  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 
KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1031 -Kalispell , MT  59901 


John  S.  Anderion  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


January  8,  1975 


COPIES  TO: 


JAN  2 1975 


James  H.  Miller  Box  1037,  Poison 
Putnam  & Associates  119  Main,  Kalispell 

Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Box  215  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
State  Fish  & Game  Dept.,  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Mitchell  Bldg,  Helena 
State  Highway  Dept.  Kalispell  Div.,  6th  Ave . E.N.  & Montana,  Kalispell 
State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Helena 
Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Environmental  Coordinator,  32  S. 

Ewing,  Helena 

State  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Development, 
Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
USCA  Forest  Service,  District  Ranger,  Swan  Lake  Ranger  District,  Bigfork 
Flathead  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse  Annex,  Kalispell 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg,  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 
Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Mr.  Elwyn  Garner,  Box  919,  Kalispell 
Flathead  Wildlife,  Mr.  Wayne  Hemian,  President,  Box  4,  Kalispell 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  2l2  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Swan  Citizens  Conservation  Council,  Mr.  Bryce  Wiscarson,  Seeley  Lake 
Trout  Unlimited,  Box  858,  Kalispell 

Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana,  133  W.  Main,  Missoula 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Box  173,  Bigfork 

Mr.  Joe  Potocozny,  East  Shore-Swan  Planning  Advisory  Group  % Bigfork  Elementary 
School,  Bigfork 


Gentlemen : 


Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Mar ken  Point 
Tracts . a subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana.  This  is  being  sent  to  you 
for  your  information  and  understanding. 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  the  approval 
of  plans  for  water  supply  system,  and  sewage  disposal.  This  statement  defines 
project  and  specifies  those  reasons  the  subdivision  has  been  recommended  for 
approval  without  the  development  of  a complete  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 
In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that 
this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environ- 
mental Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subdivision  Law. 


Sincerely, 


930  lyndais  Avenue 
Heieno,  Montana  59601 


'A  3T,Jc  LIBRARY 


Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 

MARKEN  I’OINT  TRACTS 


A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3),  the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivision,  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution. 
Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  Negative  Declaration  is  prepared  by  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  concerning  the  Marken  Point  Tracts  Subdivision  which  is  herewith  being 
reviewed  for  administrative  approval. 


INTRODUCTORY  NOTE 


The  Marken  Point  Tracts  subdivision  is  a land  division  project  which  has  been 
conferred  upon,  submitted,  reviewed,  and  temporarily  withdrawn  for  cause  several 
times  in  the  last  two  years.  The  original  plat  showed  56  lots  in  the  same  area 
which  is  now  being  reviewed  as  a plat  of  10  lots.  Flood  plain  encroachment, 
high  ground  water  tables  along  the  river  frontage,  and  relocation  or  outright 
elimination  of  an  included  Swan  River  overflow  channel  were  problems  difficult  to 
overcome  on  previous  proposals. 

LOCATION  AND  SIZE 

The  undivided  Marken  Point  Tracts  has  a gross  area  of  69.9  acres.  Included  in 
this  acreage  is  a common  area  of  18.1  acres,  an  access  right-of-way  area  of  3.5 
acres,  10  lots  on  46.4  acres,  and  a public  access  area  of  1.0  acres.  The  largest 
lot  is  5.2  acres  and  the  smallest  is  4.3  acres.  The  common  area  is  a single 
contiguous  block  which  forms  a buffer  strip  or  green  belt  between  all  of  the 
lots  and  the  river.  Under  normal  stream  conditions  none  of  the  lots  will  have 
frontage  directly  on  the  river. 

A single  lot  of  4.0  acres  is  included  within  the  plat  as  an  exception  to  the  plat. 
This  lot  does  have  river  frontage,  and  the  lot  so  defined  contains  the  original 
residence  of  the  individual  owning  the  entire  69.9  acre  tract. 

Geographically,  the  subdivision  is  on  the  inside  bend  of  a large  meander  in  the 
lower  Swan  River  at  a point  about  3 miles  downstream  from  the  Swan  Lake  outfall 
into  the  lower  Swan  River.  Bigfork,  Montana  is  approximately  6 road  miles  east 
along  State  Highway  326  and  209.  Access  into  the  subdivision  is  directly  off 
Highway  326  onto  an  existing  county  road  which  will  provide  immediate  access  to 
3 of  the  proposed  lots. 

ACCESS 

With  3 of  the  lots  already  accessible  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  only  1700 
linear  feet  of  60  foot  R.O.W.  to  provide  access  to  the  remaining  lots  as  well 
as  to  the  public  access  site  along  the  river.  This  interior  road  will  be  built 
to  Flathead  County  standards  and  dedicated  to  the  county  as  a public  road. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Marken  Point  Tracts 


January  8,  1975 
Page  Two 


LAND  USE 

This  area  has  been  designated  as  having  a Class  IV  agricultural  capability  and  a 
marginally  moderate  timberland  potential.  More  specifically,  it  has  also  had  a 
recent  history  of  having  been  used  as  a grazing  site  of  poor  value  and  as  a 
Christmas  tree  plantation  which  was  allowed  to  lapse  because  of  production 
difficulties  and  cost  of  management.  The  Christmas  tree  plantation  project  was 
conceived  and  managed  by  a reputable  and  experienced  local  firm  and  covered  a 
span  of  10  years  of  operation.  The  difficulties  encountered  appear  to  be  well 
substantiated,  and  it  would  appear  that  real  value  for  such  a purpose  as  this 
is  not  realistically  valid. 

An  evaluation  by  the  forester  on  the  staff  of  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization 
also  indicates  that  this  ground  might  be  suited  for  utilization  as  a Grand  Fir 
tree  farm;  however,  this  is  purely  speculative  and  no  specific  recommendation 
has  been  made  stating  that  the  subdivision  project  be  refused  in  favor  of 
recommending  such  an  experimental  designation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 


The  Marken  Point  Tracts  subdivision  is  unique  in  that  it  is  the  first  proposal 
this  office  has  received  which  falls  within  the  boundaries  of  a 15,000  acre 
Flathead  County  regional  study  which  was  documented  in  a report  prepared  by 
the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  under  the  title  of 
"A  Resource  Inventory  Method  for  Land  Use  Planning  in  Montana"  (1973) . 

As  a result,  an  unusually  large  amount  of  information  is  available  for  purposes 
of  outlining  environmental  conditions  in  the  small  local  area  which  is  under 
consideration  in  this  statement. 

(1)  Ownership -Mostly  large  (over  5 acre)  blocks  privately  owned;  across  the 
river,  to  the  west,  the  ground  is  extensively  subdivided  into  small 
tract  ownership. 

(2)  Land  Use -Mapped  as  mixed  forest  land -agricultural  with  the  "common  ground", 
defined  on  the  enclosed  map,  classified  as  a water  area.  The  decrepency 
between  this  classification  and  the  actual  experience  in  land  use  has  been 
discussed  earlier. 

(3)  Historical  Values-None  postulated  for  this  precise  area. 

(4)  Geology -Qua ternary  glacial  lake  deposits  with  minor  quaternary  alluvium. 

The  nearest  significant  fault  line  is  3/4  mile  to  the  east  along  the 
mountain  front. 

(5)  Land  Form-Flood  plain  and  valley  floor.  It  will  be  noted  on  the  enclosed 
map  that  a "flood  line"  has  been  indicated.  This  is  the  approximate  1974 
flood  line,  a height  that  was  surprisingly  close  to  the  projected  100 
year  elevation.  From  this  it  can  be  seen  that  lots  4 to  10,  inclusive, 
project  out  into  the  1974  flood  area. 
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However,  all  of  the  lots  also  have  large  amounts  of  ground  outside 
the  accepted  high  water  mark.  The  declaration  of  restrictive  covenants 
also  states  that  all  structures  will  be  built  on  ground  of  elevation  of 
3026  or  higher  and  that  no  septic  tank  drainfields  will  be  on  elevations 
less  that  3027  or  higher.  Flood  plain  problems  appear  to  have  been 
brought  under  control  by  this  lot  layout  configuration  and  the  accom- 
panying land  use  provisions. 

(6)  Geological  Resources -None  noted. 

(7)  Cl imate-24  to  26  inches  of  precipitation  with  an  average  of  110  days  per 
year  of  freeze -free  weather.  Maximum  seasonal  temperatures  are  about 
the  same  as  Bigfork,  Montana,  however,  seasonal  minimums  are  3 to  5 
degrees  fahrenheit  cooler. 

(8)  Hydrology-No  surface  stream  or  ground  water  recharge  zones  discharge  into 
this  area  from  the  mountain  front.  Area  is  within  a very  small  % square 
mile  drainage  basin  of  its  own  between  two  larger  drainage  basins.  Except 
for  flooding  along  the  river  frontage,  storm  runoff  will  not  be  a significant 
hydrologic  limitation. 

(9)  Agricultural  Capability -The  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations  map 
indicates  that  the  flood  plain  is  in  Class  V-VIII  (severe  limitation),  with 
that  area  outside  the  flood  plain  in  Class  I and  II  (slight  limitation). 
Again,  such  a high  value  classification  of  the  non  flood  plain  portion  is 
at  odds  with  the  experience  gained  in  the  past  10  years.  This  fact  led 

the  developers  staff  to  question  the  capability  classification  shown.  The 
Soil  Conservation  Service  was  contacted,  and  a series  of  new  pits  were 
opened  for  investigation.  A new  statement  was  issued  by  the  Soil  Conser- 
vation Service  concurring  that  the  soil  in  the  area  was  actually  mostly 
Class  IV -VIII  (a  gravelly  loam),  and  90%  of  the  previous  Class  I-II  area 
remapped  into  a category  of  lesser  agricultural  value. 

(10)  Slope-Flood  plain  area  is  on  a 0-2%  slope.  The  area  outside  the  flood 
plain  is  on  a 2-4%  slope.  All  slopes  are  toward  the  river. 

(11)  Road  Limitations -Given  as  severe  to  moderate  because  of  frost  heave 
potential  and  gravel,  cobble,  stone  content. 

(12)  Residential  Building  Limitations  (with  basement) -Listed  as  moderate  to 
slight  depending  on  proxemity  to  flood  plain  line. 

(13)  Septic  Tank  Drainfield  Soil  Limitations -Given  as  slight  in  that  area  above 
the  flood  plain  to  severe  within  the  flood  plain  and  along  the  narrow 
band  contingent  thereto. 

The  test  holes  dug  for  the  purposes  of  soil  reclassification  were  also 
used  to  document  ground  water  elevations.  During  the  spring  of  1974, 
a ground  water  elevation  of  approximately  3020  was  noted.  Since 
residences  will  not  be  constructed  below  elevation  3026,  it  is  apparent 
that  a home  constructed  at  or  near  this  elevation  probably  could  not 
use  gravity  disposal  from  a septic  tank  as  a means  of  eliminating 
sanitary  system  waste  waters. 
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Only  ground  at  elevation  3027  or  more  is  capable  of  utilizing  the 
typical  septic  tank  system,  while  still  maintaining  regulatory 
spacial  relationships  with  the  maximum  yearly  high  ground  water  table. 

Homes  located  at  or  near  the  3026  elevation  would  therefore  be  required 
to  pump  effluents  back  onto  the  eastern  margin  of  their  property  and 
disposal  trenches  will  be  required  to  be  buried  no  deeper  than  24  inches 
relative  to  such  a surface.  There  is  a satisfactory  amount  of  ground 
available  for  disposal  purposes  on  all  lots;  however,  it  is  localized 
along  the  east  edge  of  the  lot  4-10  block,  and  it  is  small  compared  to 
the  generally  large  size  of  the  lots. 

(14)  Vegetation -Be  low  the  flood  plain,  crown  cover  ranges  from  0 to  407o, 
above  the  flood  plain  crown  cover  vegetation  equals  40-807o.  Broadly 
the  area  is  classified  as  a Grand  Fir/green  cup  beadlilly  category. 

Species  could  or  do  include  Douglas  fir,  lodgepole  pine,  larch,  spruce, 
hemlock,  and  birch. 

(15)  Wildlife -Interestingly  enough  this  subdivision  plot  area  is  said  to  be 
both  a "small  mammal  area"  and  a white -tail  deer  feeding  area.  The 
significance  of  this  small  mammal  category  is  not  clear,  however,  it 

was  noted  that  this  small  area  was  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest, 
such  area  in  the  entire  15,000  acre  study  block. 

(16)  Visual  Resources -The  area  of  the  subdivision  is  well  screened  from  the 
main  State  highways.  The  flood  plain  portion  of  the  river  bend  (common 
area)  is  considered  to  be  a minor  landscape  feature  with  a so-called 
"short  view"  value  looking  west  across  the  Swan  River. 

(17)  Recreational  Ana lysis -The  shoreline  band ---meaning  most  of  the  area 

set  aside  as  common  ground is  classified  as  a natural  environmental  area. 

That  portion  of  the  plat  containing  the  lots  has  ^ value  as  a historical 
culture  area,  a natural  environmental  area,  or  a general  outdoor  recrea- 
tional area. 

(18)  Land  Capability  Composite -That  area  along  the  river  is  in  the  severely  limited 
category;  that  within  the  subdivided  lot  area  is  primarily  in  an  area  of 
very,  very  few  limitations. 

WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPTS 

Water  Supply-Water  is  to  be  supplied  to  the  individual  homes  by  means  of  individual 
drilled  wells.  An  existing  well  now  producing  within  the  tract  was  completed  at 
124  feet  with  a yield  of  150  gpm.  After  considering  the  well  log  and  the  apparent 
geological  configuration,  there  is  very  little  question  that  similar  drilled  wells 
will  provide  satisfactory  results.  It  will  be  stipulated,  however,  that  while 
shallow  wells  in  the  flood  plain  aquifer  are  possible,  they  will  not  be  accepted 
as  a source  of  domestic  water  unless  a satisfactory  disinfection  system  is 
included.  This  is  mentioned  only  because  it  is  an  option  probably  open  to  owners 
on  most  of  the  lots.  The  common  area  green  belt  is  also  reasonable  insurance 
against  installing  water  supply  intakes  in  the  river  bed  itself. 
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Dlsoosal -Individual  septic  tank  and  drainflelds  are  to  be  the  method  of 
^otce.  The  'sTil/ground  water  elevation  has  been  discussed  In  prior  sections  of 
this  report.  Percolation  rates  submitted  with  the  proposal  Indicate  an  application 
rate  of  1 gallon  per  square  foot  per  day  Is  a satisfactory  design  rate  for  the 
discharge  of  effluents  into  the  soil  system. 

Solid  Waste -containerized  green  box  disposal  sites  are ^available^within  5 miles  on 
both  the  highway  routes  to  the  west,  toward  either  Bigfork  or  Kalispell. 

Storm  Runoff -Area  has  no  reasonably  forseeable  problems  on  this  matter  provided 
the  restrictive  covenants  are  adhered  to, 

Rpd  Modification -Previous  subdivision  proposals  for  this  project  also 
contained  a complex  series  of  stream  bed  and  flood  plain  modification  concepts 
which  caused  considerable  comment  and  opposition  from  those  people  now  living 
near  the  river  and  below  the  tract  area. 

The  proposal  now  being  submitted  has  abandoned  all  such  ideas  and  with  a 
coLLity  owned  park  land  occupying  all  of  the  land  between  the  lots  and  the 
river  a^green  belt  has  been  created  which  should  be  difficult  to  disturb  to  th 
detriment^of  downstream  land  owners.  It  also  protects  against  drinking  water 
system  intakes  being  installed  in  the  stream  which  would  be  adverse  to  either 
the  fishery  or  water  quality  in  that  stream 


AnvERSE  ENVTROKMENTAl.  EFFECTS  AND  THE  CONSIDERATION  OF  ALTERNATIVES 

The  adverse  effects  possible  from  the  new  subdivision  configuration  are  now  very 
minimal.  These  Include  the  possible  loss  of 

potential,  and  probably  adverse  effect  to  the  small  mammal  and/or  white  tall 
deer  range. 

No  alternatives  were  considered  once  it  was  firmly  established  that  the  ground 
water  flood  plain  problems  had  been  compromised  and  that  individual  water  system/ 
septic  tank  systems  could  be  installed  within  regulatory  limitation  on  a low 

density  basis . 

considered  purely  on  the  basis  of  the  facts  as  they 

of  this  division  has  to  be  considered  to  be.  NOT  SIGNIFICAN-  , 

Concurrence  on  this  action  has  not  yet  been  received  from  the  Flathead  County 
Health  Department.  The  proposal  is  still  under  study  by  this  local  agency  an 
flnarapproval  cannot  be  maL  by  this  office  until  written  agreement  has  been 

• rmri  Thp  Dublic  heating  of  the  Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization  is 
a^  Tch^duUd  ror“:br::Jr?2:^975  and  the  P.C.A. 

This  office  Is  prepared  to  write  an  approval  statement  on  the  Marken  Point  Tracts 
subdivision  provided  the  proposal  receives  Planning  Board  approval  and  County 
Health  Department  approval. 
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Marken  Point  Tracts 
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Page  Six 


This  Negative  Declaration  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E.,  a Public 
Health  Engineer  of  the  staff  of  the  Kalispell  Regional  Office,  Water  Quality 
Bureau,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 

That  data  required  by  law  was  provided  by  Putnam  and  Associates,  a registered 
land  surveying  firm  in  T'alispell,  Montana  and  from  Charles  D.  Olson  and  James 
H.  Miller  developers  from  Poison,  Montana.  Mr.  Jack  Cloninger  of  the  Soil 
Conservation  Service  in  Kalispell,  Montana  provided  special  studies  data  on  the 
agricultural  status  and  soil  condition  at  the  subdivision  site. 

As  was  noted  in  the  body  of  the  report  the  staff  of  the  Flathead  County  Areawide 
Planning  Organization  contributed  to  the  environmental  assessment  study  and  the 
Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  contributed,  indirectly, 
to  the  evaluation  of  this  environmental  assessment. 
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STATE  DOCUillENTS 


rtmentoT  Hea  th  and  Environmental  Sciences 


STAT It:  CjF  rV105'%5TA5\3  A HELENA, MONTANA  59601 

December  31,  1973 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


JAN  3 


board  of  Count)’’  Coniru  ssioners , bo7,e’"an 

City-County  Plsnniny  Board,  Bozeman 

City-County  Health  Pepartment,  P.  0.  Box  630,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Fish  cind  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Interyovemmental  Delations,  Division  of  Dipnnin,v  Helena 

Student  Fnvircnmental  Pescarch  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  'Hssoula 

''lOntana  State  Libra’y/,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Rich  Craetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

V/illiam  E.  Pepper,  Biy  Sky  of  Ifontana,  Tnc.,  Biy  Slp’’,  Bfontaiia 
Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Re:  Additional  26  lots  v/ithin 
^leadovv’  Yillaye  hots  42-67, 
Block  3, 


Gentlemen : 

The  attached  environmental  a.ssessment  alnny  ^jith  location  map  is 
submitted  for  your  infoT'm.ation  and  comments  in  lieu  of  an  environmental 
impact  statement.  This  statement  has  been  reviev/ed  and  is  Baund  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  1-bntana  Environmental  Policy  Act. 

The  proposed  addition  to  Meadoiv  Yillaye  is  on  the  existing  water 
supply  and  sev/ape  disposal  facilities  for  tl'e  Biy  Sky  project  ^diich  liave 
been  approved  by  the  State  Pepartment  cf  Health  a?Td  Environmental 
Sciences.  TTie  capacity  of  the  water  and  sower  system  is  adequate  t'"^ 
sera'c  the  additional  lots  of  the  proposed  siTbrlivisicn. 

Tt  is  the  intention  of  tlic  Department  of  Health  and  En^vuronmertal 
Sciences  to  appro\'c  the  plat  for  tliis  third  rilinf^  unless  severe  adverse 
criticism,  is  received.  Vb  will  appreciate  any  corments  vo’i  may  hro'-e 
concerning  ’bhe  attached  assessment. 


Ver>'  truly  yours , 


A.  W 


f ; / / / 

. Clarkson,  P.E, 


’‘/ater  Quality  BTTreau 
Envi  ronmccntal  Sciences 
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E MVT llONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 


Lots  A2--67,  Block  3 
Big  Sky  of  Montana,  Inc. 
Meadow  Village,  Third  Filing 


Pursuant  to  R.C.M.  11-3863(4),  19A7,  as  amended,  Bjg  Sky  of  Montana, 
Inc.  hereby  submits  the  following  iiiformation: 

A.  The  subdivision  is  an  extension  of  Meadow  Village,  Gallatin  County, 
Montana,  which  is  an  existing  and  approved  subdivision  consisting  of  224  lots 
plus  11  condominium  tracts.  Condominium  projects  have  been  completed  on  3 of 
these  tracts. 


Ttiere  are  no  bodies  or  streams  of  surface  water  which  will  be 
affected  by  the  proposed  addition  to  the  Meadow  Village  Subdivision. 

The  proposed  subdivision  would  create  an  additional  26  lots  v/hich 
v7ould  become  a part  of  the  Meadow  Village  Subdivision,  as  Filing  No.  3,  and 
would  make  minor  changes  in  lot  and  easement  boundaries  within  Meadow  Village. 

The  vegetation  of  the  addition  is  predominately  sagebrush  v/ith  a feiv^  scattered 
pines  in  the  northerly  portion.  The  terrain  is  relatively  flat  with  a steep 
slope  in  the  easterly  portion.  The  topography  of  the  over-all  Meadow  Village 
Subdivison  is  relatively  flat,  the  area  formerly  being  used  as  a pasture  for 
livestock  and  an  irrigated  hay  meadow.  Meadow  Village  has  a stream  flowing 
through  the  center,  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  West  Fork  of  the  Gallatin  River,  and 
the  meadow  gives  V7ay  to  foothills  which  rapidly  rise  to  mountains  which  equal 
or  exceed  11,000  feet  in  elevation.  The  soil  varies  from  sandy  loam  to  gravel. 

The  hills  and  mountains  surrounding  the  subdivision  are  heavily  wooded  and  the 
flora  in  the  immediate  area  is  of  a type  commonly  found  in  a high  alpine  valley. 

The  subdivision  lies  approximately  3 miles  to  the  south  of  the  Spanish  Peaks 
Primitive  Area,  v^hich  area  provides  habitat  for  deer,  elk,  big  horn  sheep, 

Rocky  Mountain  goats,  black  bear,  and  Canada  lynx,  Broim,  rainbov;  and  cutthroat 
trout  are  found  within  the  Middle  Fork  of  the  West  Fork  of  the  Gallatin  River. 

B.  See  attached  maps  marked  Exhibits  "A",  "B"  and  "C”,  which  are  the 
subdivision  plat,  a U.  S.  G.  S.  Quadrangle  plat  for  the  area,  and  a soil  map 
shov7ing  the  various  soil  types  found  in  the  area.  Surface  and  subsurface  areas  in 
the  Meadow  Village  area  are  composed  primarily  of  well  drained,  gravelly  and  cobbJ.y 
soils  on  s].oping  fans  and  nearly  level  terraces  and  shallov;  gravelly  soils  on  lo’w 
flood  plains.  The  soils  on  th.e  adjoining  hills  are  composed  of  well  drained,  stony 
loam.  A program  for  the  control  of  soil  erosion,  sedimentation  and  fj.ood  control 
i or  the  addilif''n  is  not  n>.’cessary,  since  surface  drainage  is  provided  and  neither 
the  adnlltion  nor  iletidov;  Vi  llage  is  j.ubject  to  i lcuvl  contioJ  . There  is  no  known 
soil  condition  cither  in  Me.idow  Village  or  tlu:  proposed  addition  which  would 
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require  any  subsurface  improvement  or  specia]  foundation  work  in  order  to 
construct  a one-story  residential  structure  on  the  lots  located  within  the 
subdivision.  The  general  drainage  in  the  proposed  addition  is  to  the  northeast. 

C.  1.  Education  and  Ikising: 

Elementary  schools:  The  nearest  elementary  school  is  the 
Ophir  School  on  U.  S.  Highway  191,  which  is  7 miles  south  from  the  Meadow 
Village.  School  bus  transportation  is  not  presently  provided  by  the  School 
District,  however,  the  District  reimburses  parents  for  expenses  of  transporting 
children  to  and  from  school. 

Junior  High  School:  The  nearest  Junior  High  School  is 
Bozeman  Junior  High  School  at  Bozeman,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles  north 
from  the  Meadow  Village.  School  bus  transportation  is  provided  by  the  School 
District . 

High  School:  The  nearest  High  School  is  Bozeman  Senior  High 
School  at  Bozeman,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles  north  from  the  Meado'w  Village. 
School  bus  transportation  is  provided  by  the  School  District. 

2,  Roads  and  Maintenance: 

Access  is  via  the  all-v/eather  paved  U.  S.  Highway  191  from 
Bozeman,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles  away,  and  from  West  Yellowstone, 

Montana,  approximately  53  miles  away.  The  subdivision  is  located  3 miles  from 
U.  S.  Highway  191  along  a state-owmed  and  maintained  all-V7eather  gravel  road. 
Within  the  subdivision  itself,  access  to  all  lots  is  via  public  roads.  The 
above  stated  highway  and  public  roads  provide  direct  access  to  Meadow  Village 
lots  and  condominium  units  giving  year-round  all-weather  ingress  and  egress. 

All  roads  in  the  subdivision  are  presently  cut,  graded  and  gravelled  with  the 
exception  of  the  road  servicing  the  proposed  addition  which  shall  be  constructed  • 
during  the  spring  of  1974.  Maintenance  shall  be  provided  by  the  developer. 

3.  Water  and  Sewage: 

Water  is  available  to  Meadow  Village  through  a central  water 
system  installed  by  developer.  A use-fee  plus  a tap-on  fee  can  be  charged  by 
developer. 

The  lots  v;ill  be  served  by  a central  sewer  system  presently 
in  existence  in  Mendo'w  Village  vdiicli  has  been  extended  to  the  lots  in  the 
proj'oscd  addition  and  is  complete.  Ho  private  wells  or  septic  tanks  are 
permitted  in  the  Moado'w  Village  Subdivision. 
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ULilities: 

Electricity  and  telephones  will  be  available  as  an  underground 
utility  to  eacli  lot  within  the  addition.  All  heating  v;ill  be  by  eiectricity. 
Telephones  will  be  provided  by  the  Montana  Telephone  Company  upon  request  of  the 
lot  ov/ner. 

Natural  gas,  bottled  gas  or  fuel  oil  are  not  used  or  available 
anywhere  in  the  Meadow  Village  Subdivision. 

Television  is  available  via  translators  rebroadcasting  two 
channels  under  an  F.C.C.  permit. 

5.  Fire  Protection:  Fire  plugs  are  installed  with  the  central 
V7ater  system.  The  developer  has  a trained  and  certified  (by  the  State  Forester’s 
Office),  22-man,  volunteer  fire  department.  A pumper  fire  truck  with  a 1,000- 
ga]lon  tank  has  been  purchased  and  equipped  with  hoses  and  other  required 
paraphernalia.  A fire  station  is  located  at  the  Meadow  Village. 

6.  Police  Protection:  At  the  present  time,  protection  for  this 
subdivision  in  Gallatin  County  will  be  provided  by  company-employed  security. 
Police  protection  is  available  to  the  Meadow  Village  area  from  the  Gallatin 
County  Sheriff’s  Department,  located  at  Bozeman,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles 
ax-zay.  Personnel  \<rho  are  deputized  Sheriff’s  officers  are  living  in  the  Meadow 
Village  area. 

7.  Solid  Maste  Disposal:  Garbage  and  trash  collection  facilities 
are  available  through  an  independent  contractor  presently  providing  service  to 
existing  residents  in  the  MaadoX'7  Village  area,  and  a licensed  sanitary  landfill 
is  being  operated  on  the  Big  Sky  project. 

8.  Medical  and  Dental  Facilities: 

Hospital  Facilities:  The  Bozeman  Deaconess  Hospital  x^7ith  a 
164-bed  capacity,  is  located  in  Bozeman,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles  ax^ay. 

A medical  clinic  at  Big  Sky  has  been  built  by  a group  of  Billings,  Montana, 
doctors  and  is  scheduled  for  operation  in  December,  1973. 

Physicians  and  Dentists:  Doctors,  ambulance  and  dentists  are 
available  in  Bozeman, 

D . Additional  In f orraat io n 

1.  Public  Transportation:  A common  carrier,  the  Yel.lo’vstone  Park 
Lines,  Inc.,  provides  a bus  service  to  iuid  from  Big  Sky  and  the  follox^ing  points: 
West  YclloX'/stone  (52  miles  to  the  soutli)  aixd  Gallatin  County  Airport  (at  Belgrade, 
Mont.'ina,  43  miles  to  tlie  north)  and  the  train  and  l^us  depots  in  the  tox>;n  of 
Bozeman , Mon  tana. 
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2.  U.  S.  Postal  Service:  A.  U.  S.  Post  Office  (Zip  Code  1971G) 
is  located  in  the  Meadow  Village  Subdivision, 

3.  Shopping  Facilities:  Shopping  facilities  are  available  v;ithin 
the  subdivision. 

4.  Recreational  Facilities: 

The  following  recreational  facilities  are  presently  available 
in  season:  Dude  Ranch  facilities,  including  horseback  riding,  badminton,  volley- 
ball, hiking,  fishing,  wildlife  study  and  sv7iirmiing  (at  the  pool  at  the  Dude 
Ranch);  an  18-hole  golf  course  vjhich  is  installed;  four  tennis  courts;  cross- 
country' skiing;  trapshooting;  basketball;  horseshoe  pitching;  archery;  geology 
study  (mountains  and  a unique  rock  glacier  partly  on  company  property).  Tele- 
vision reception  is  available  via  translators  rebroadcasting  tv/o  channels  under 
an  F.C.C.  permit;  estimated  cost  is  $5.00  per  year.  Meadow  Village  is  a portion 
of  the  total  Big  Sky  project  and  includes  ski  facilities  and  v/inter  resort 
facilities  located  in  the  Mountain  Village  area  of  Big  Sky  v/hich  is  approximately 
7%  miles  from  the  Meadox^;  Village.  Recreational  facilities  under  construction 
for  use  by  the  1973-74  Winter  Season  are  ski  facilities  consisting  of  three 
chair  lifts  and  one  4-passenger,  8,000-foot  gondola  situated  on  Andesite  and 
Lone  Mountains,  Madison  County,  Montana,  together  x-zith  associated  ski  runs. 

Complete  and  varied  shopping  facilities  are  available  in 
Bozem.an,  Montana,  approximately  43  miles  from  the  subdivision.  A general  store, 
restaurant  and  lounge,  and  convention  center  are  presently  available  at  the  site 
of  the  Meadow  Village  commercial  area.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Mountain 
Village  commercial  area  located  approximately  7 miles  ax^/ay  X7ill  have  the 
follox-7ing  facilities  available  by  the  1973-74  Winter  Season:  Delicatessen, 
sports  shop,  apres  ski,  small  lounge,  drug  store,  mens  and  Xv^omens  x-7ear,  gift 
shop,  package  liquor,  steak  house  V7ith  lounge,  day-care  center,  coin-operated 
laundry  and  cafeteria.  Construction  of  this  phase  of  the  commercial  com.plex 
is  bonded,  and  the  commercial  leases  have  been  executed  for  the  mentioned 
facilities . 

Tne  average  precipitation  is  approximately  20  'inches  annually, 
snowfall  X'/iil  average  60  inches  per  year. 

Tercperatiires  range  from  a lo'v  of  -30'-*  at  night  in  the  winter 
to  a high  of  90*'^  in  the 'day  in  the  sunmer. 


Assistant  Sccct’tary  and  7\ssociate 
Ceneral  (iounsel 
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Qrtment^pt  Heath  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 


January  13,  1976 


A.  C.  Knight,  M.  D.,  F.  C.  C.  P. 
ACTING  DIRECTOR 


«^^ate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kali  spell 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  the  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 
County  Sanitarian's  Office,  Box  919,  Kalispell 
Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 


Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
Earl  Smith,  Route  4,  Kalispell 
Arvid  Johnson,  Route  5,  Kalispell 
John  Logan,  Route  4,  Kalispell 
Ray  Kent,  Route  5,  Kalispell 
Gill  Passmore,  Route  5,  Kalispell 
Mike  Manning,  291  Fairmont  Road,  Kalispell 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

MIKE  MANNING  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Mike  Manning  confined  swine  operation 
and  his  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  facility  located  near 
Kalispell,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

« If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Mike  Manning  has  operated  since  1965  an  animal  confinement 
facility  having  a total  capacity  for  approximately  800  head  of  swine. 

The  animal  confinement  facility  consists  of  farrowing  through  finishing 
a with  nearly  all  livestock  being  held  within  three  buildings.  The  animal 
5 confinement  facility  is  located  in  the  SE^SE^,  Sec.  2,  T.  28  N.,  R.  21  W., 

J of  Flathead  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  indicated  on  the 

* attached  map. 

■ 

ill  As  indicated  previously,  the  majority  of  animals  are  confined  within 

■ buildings.  The  waste  material  which  is  generated  is  periodically  scraped 


Mike  Manning  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

January  13,  1976 


from  the  feeding  floors  and  stockpiled  adjacent  to  the  buildings.  In  two 
cases,  the  material  is  stockpiled  on  an  adjacent  concrete  slab;  in  the  other 
case,  it  is  stored  directly  on  the  ground.  Approximately  once  every  30  to 
60  days  the  waste  material  which  is  accumulated  on  the  storage  areas  is 
removed  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  In  excess  of 
450  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal.  The  small  amount 
of  surface  runoff  which  would  be  generated  from  the  stockpile  area  is 
contained  through  the  natural  topography  and  does  not  reach  state  waters. 

Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
a spraying  program  as  well  as  frequent  scraping  of  the  feeding  floors  and 
periodic  removal  of  the  stockpiled  waste  material.  Dead  animals  are  dis- 
posed of  through  burial  or  at  the  county  sanitary  landfill  site. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  be*  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  waste  me  jement  program.  A total  confined  swine  operation  such  as 
this  when  manac  properly  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  effects. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Manning  would  be  to  relocate 
this  operation.  The  operation  in  question  appears  to  be  located  in  an 
agricultural  area  and  if  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in 
this  application  is  adhered  to,  minimal  problems  should  result,  and 
relocation  would  not,  therefore,  be  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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cc:  Air  Quality  Bureau 


UNITED  STATES 

DtPARTME^NT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  . j' 
GEOlJOGICAL  SURVEY  ^ ' • 

15’  ' ' |705ooom.E.  - iT’-POST 


I - , ! . 


3180  I SVD 


r 


r S.T 

#1 


:i0 


{ 

2^92 

2S 

! 

Fairviewj 

^ Sch 

a 

p^-- 


■ /Ml  y 


/'■  . 2930  ' { 

. / 1 


'293^ 


■y- 


u.. 

--HV— 

' ' y ' li  1 
i V 


I /' 


Montford 

5£h_ 


293t 


\\ 


^ ^S^^ 


[/(■ 


-2960 — • 


‘ 1 * ' ■ M. » • ) -1  - ^ 


- ^vti 


>: 


4»»  J*' 


i • 


;rSiJ' 

M**  V.yi» 

*,V.  li.' »4J 


rt> 


► ^ * 


f<< 


- 1 


Ijr' 


•4 


F>  I'T  f / 

|w^|Tlih/>l^  *'*  , , ,_ 

i y~  >• 

i !'.► ' 


'W" 

fMU,  in  \ c* 


iVl 


ll  * 


I 


w 


?>s* 


^<9 


« I 


pi  I p vj-X^pT' 


to 


■h*-' 

. .'4^  ->imfc»<  • ^ .»  .#■ 

1 ^ .t‘ 


. /•■  T ■3^'^'  •' ♦ ' '^wnt-  ^ac ? » * ■ j' ' 


“5V 


IMH 


f m 


y 


If 


■r 


.j* 


^a‘>' 


Pi,  / 


1: 


i^i^yf  *» 

,1!  94ipa#tft< 


Vc^sf 


A V 


kjtpit. 


V 


.b1 


V 


\r- 


aS|%< 


■\ 


tv 


,/ 


/? 


^ ^ • 


I 


-•  ‘”  .^^ ' , L-  ^ ^*"  ♦,•*#  :\J\m 

■■  . .-f  - ' -^-^  — :.,T*r  T ' 4‘-<; 

V ..f_-„3-.:  “ '--'>C^'  /,  A ..  . 1 

' /.’iri;~'-;»'  '■’^'■'Ky^y' Vi.'^  i'4\  i...^Ji 

V-  ----^W'  ...  .:,^  /•  ••A  ■ 


'4^ 


y 


. I \ c 


iS 


^ NOV  2 1 1973 

Department  oi  Health  and  EnVironmenta  Scences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL , MT  59901 

November  13,  1973 


John  S Anderson  M D 
DIRECTOR 


Mr.  James  Christian,  Rt . 1,  Bigfork,  MT  59911 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  liT 
Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fifih  6e  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Building,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
B .C  . McIntyre,  M .D .,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Development,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
^..-WofTtana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Trout  Unlimited,  c/o  Gary  Hanson,  Secy.,  136-lst  Ave.  W.,  Kalispell,  MT  59^01 
North  Fork  Improvement  Association,  Attn:  Mr.  Frank  Evans,  Polebridgc,  MT  59928 
Mr.  W .F . Arksey,  Burlington  Northern  R.R.,  176  East  Fifth  St.,  St.  Paul,  MN  55101 
Mr.  Dean  Marquardt,  809  1st  Ave.  East,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Forest  Supervisor,  290  N.  Main,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Mountain  Acres 
Subdivision,  a small  subdivision  near  Glacier  Park  (Essex)  in  Flathead  County, 
Montana . 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of 
water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  This  declaration  defines 
the  project  and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  re- 
ceive approval  without  the  development  of  an  Impact  Statement.  In  doing  sri,  the 
declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is 
being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and 
the  Montana  Subdivision  Law. 


Sincerely, 


WOA/kmh 


Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  i .E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


for 

Mountain  Acres 


A Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


lursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  6*^ -6504  (b)(3), 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivisions,  Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution, 
Section  69-4901  to  4827,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the 
State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  concerning  the  proposed  Mountain  Acres  Subdivision,  located  near  Essex 
in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


SUMMARY  OF  PROJECT 


The  proposed  Mountain  Acres  Subdivision  consists  of  twenty-one  lots  in  a nine- 
teen acre  block  east  of,  and  contingent  to  the  Burlington  Northern  Railroad 
community  of  Essex,  Montana.  The  Glacier  Park  boundary  is  one -tenth  mile  to 
the  east.  Division  within  this  nineteen  acres  includes  5.5  acres  as  a dedicated 
park,  1.5  acres  in  the  largest  residential  (or  commercial)  lot,  and  13,000  ft.^ 
in  the  smallest  residential  lot.  The  average  residential  lot  will  be  approxi- 
mately 22,500  ft.^  in  size. 

Access  to  this  subdivision  is  from  Highway  2 onto  the  same  county  road  which  has 
provided  access  to  Essex  and  the  Isaac  Walton  Hotel  for  many  decades.  With  the 
exception  of  four  "interior"  lots,  the  entire  subdivision  is  served  by  existing 
roadways.  A 450  foot  road  terminating  in  a cul-de-sac  is  the  only  new  construc- 
tion needed.  Considering  the  location  of  the  development,  the  impact  from  road 
building  is  extraordinarily  light. 

According  to  the  preliminary  submittal  the  subdivision  is  to  be  served  by  a 
community  water  supply.  In  fact,  the  lack  of  known  subsurface  water  and  the 
existance  of  numerous  lots  less  than  20,000  ft. 2 in  size,  indicates  that  a 
community  system  must  be  utilized  to  provide  water  to  these  parcels.  However, 
no  plans  or  specifications  have  been  yet  submitted  indicating  how  this  water 
will  be  provided.  The  contingent  railroad  facilities  are  served  by  their  own 
(Burlington  Northern)  system,^  and  there  is  no  question  but  that  this  private 
system  is  capable  of  providing  a safe  and  sanitary  product  in  good  quantity 
if  agreement  can  be  reached  with  regard  to  connecting  the  Mountain  Acres  dis- 
tribution system  to  the  railroad  system. 


1.  Water  for  this  Railroad  Supply  is  taken  from  Essex  Creek  by  means  of  a stream 
intake  box  located  two  miles  into  the  mountains  west  of  town.  The  flow  is  chlor- 
inated at  the  railroad  yard  and  a 100,000  gallon  storage  tank  rides  on  the  system 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
Mountain  Acres 


November  13,  1973 
Page  Two 


ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS 


Topographically  the  entire  block  is  almost  totally  flat;  cut-and-fill  activity 
should  be  nonexistant.  On  the  west  and  north  the  ground  abuts  against  the  Isaac 
Walton  Hotel,  the  railroad  marshalling  yards,  the  local  grad*^  school  and  other 
Burlington  Northern  properties.  Ground  east  of  the  east  edge  of  the  subdivision 
breaks  away  steeply  (30°  - 35°)  down  to  Highway  2,  then  to  the  west  bank  of  the 
Middle  Fork  of  the  Flathead  River  and  across  the  river.  Glacier  Park. 

To  the  south  the  residential  lots  are  flanked  by  5.5  acres  of  parkland  all  of 
which  is  located  on  the  20  to  45  degree  slope  which  pitches  down  the  face  of  the 
terrace  to  Essex  Creek.  Dedicating  this  area  as  parkland  should  provide  the 
greenbelt  spacing  necessary  to  prevent  disturbance  and  or  water  pollution  to  the 
creek.  In  terms  of  prime  elevation,  the  creek  bed  is  very  nearly  100  feet  below 
the  datura  of  the  proposed  residential/recreational  development. 

Soils  are  uniform,  fairly  permeable  glacial  tills  with  a thin  veneer  of  loam 
and  organic  matter.  At  this  proposed  lot  density  the  impact  from  soil  disposal 
systems  should  be  minimal  if  state  and  county  construction  standards  are  adhered 
to.  The  agricultural  or  forestry  capability  evaluation  of  this  soil  is  low  to 
nonexistant . 

Vegetation  in  the  area  has  been  useful  to  this  time  as  an  inadvertant  screening, 
from  Highway  2,  of  the  railroad  facilities  at  Essex,  A relatively  dense  regrowth 
of  fair-sized  larch  and  lodgepole  with  much  low  shrubbery  completely  carpets  the 
ground.  Since  there  are  only  two  pre-existing  residences  in  what  is  now  a form- 
ally proposed  subdivision  there  will  probably  be  a noticeable  impact  on  local 
aesthetic  and  vegetative  effect. 

Services  such  as  power  and  telephone  are  already  available  in  the  area.  The 
development  will  not  create  secondary  impacts  associated  with  the  rising  ex- 
pectations of  owners  for  more  facilities.  However,  the  natural  gas  transmission 
main  from  Glacier  County  to  the  Flathead  Valley  traverses  the  northeast  quadrant 
of  the  subdivision.  Details  as  to  easements,  restrictions  and/or  limitations  (or 
dangers)  created  by  the  existance  of  this  large  buried  pipeline  are  unknown  at  this 
time.  It  would  appear  that  only  four  lots  and  the  dedicated  park  are  touched  on 
by  this  matter.  Administrative  services  such  as  schools  and  fire  protection  are 
assumed  to  be  only  slightly  affected  because  of  the  small  size  of  the  project  and 
the  assumed  slow  or  seasonal  rate  of  utilization. 


JUSTIFICATION  OF  ACTION 

A Negative  Declaration,  rather  than  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  has 
been  made  with  regard  to  this  subdivision  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Approval  of  the  Preliminary  Plat  Application  has  been  made  by  the  Area- 
wide Planning  Organization.  However,  this  approval  has  been  made  only 
on  condition  that  covenants  be  created  regarding  tree  cutting,  livestock, 
numbers  of  dwellings  per  lot  and  architectural  control.  The  adoption  of 
such  covenants  will  greatly  soften  the  lessor  impacts  possible  at  this 
development . 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
Mountain  Acres 


November  13,  1973 
Page  Three 


2.  The  development  appears  to  be  a legitimate  and  logical  extension  of  an 
existing  community. 

3.  There  is  no  predictable  irretrievable  or  irreversible  impact  associated 
with  the  project  providing  the  water  supply  problem  can  be  satisfactorily 
resolved  and  than  the  covenant  requirements  completed. 

4.  The  area  is  contingent  with  but  is  not  included  within  that  corridor  now 
under  consideration  for  classification  as  a Recreation  River.  In  fact, 
the  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Study  recognized  a "public  need  for  such 
areas  (as  this  is)  providing  they  do  not  diminish  the  recreational 
concept  perspective".  The  area  in  and  around  Essex  was  mentioned  by 
name  as  just  such  a potential  zone. 

5.  This  is  not  a project  of  large  enough  scale  to  have  significant  or  con- 
troversial environmental  consequences. 

CONCLUSION 

A certificate  of  approval  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization  for  attachment 
to  the  Mountain  Acres  Subdivision  Plat  as  soon  as: 

1.  The  plans  and  specifications  for  the  community  water  system  are  submitted 
and  approved  by  this  office. 

2.  A letter  of  approval  has  been  received  from  the  Flathead  County  Health 
Department  recording  their  approval  of  this  project. 

3.  The  final  plat  application  has  been  made  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Organi- 
zation for  review  and  recommendations. 

All  plans  and  other  data  relative  to  this  project  will  be  filed  with  the  Water 
Quality  Bureau  of  the  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  in  Helena  for  permanent  recordation. 

This  declaration  was  prepared  by  W.O.  Aikin,  a registered  professional  engineer 
and  economic  geologist.  That  data  required  by  law  and  regulation  was  provided 
by  Dean  Marquardt,  a Registered  Surveyor  and  Professional  Engineer  from  Kalispell, 
Montana.  The  owner  is  James  S.  Christian,  Rt . 1,  Big  Fork,  MT  59911. 

A field  investigation  was  made  at  the  site. 
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STATE  OFIViaiMTAIMA 


. '■  ^ , Tr  StP 


Q^inSDlQi  ond  En'^ronmentalSaences 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


Re:  Homestead  Third  Filing 
Yellowstone  County 


John  $.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


September  9,  1975 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 

Citizens  Advocate,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
^ Billings  City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
Billings  City- County  Health  Department,  Room  310-311  Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
I Mary  Lee  Reese,  League  of  Women  Voters,  29  So.  Alta,  Helena 
r Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  #1,  Box  1410,  Hamilton 
Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

John  Schillinger,  Microbiology  Department,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 
Concerned  Citizens  for  a Quality  Environment,  c/o  Ron  Erickson,  Chairman, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Larry  Uman,  Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  University  of  Montana,  Room  212, 
Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Rick  Graetz,  P.  0.  Box  894,  Helena 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Federal  Building,  316  No.  26th  Street,  Billings 
Bureau  of  Reclamation,  P.  0.  Box  2553,  Billings 
■ Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  § Wildlife,  711  Central  Avenue,  Billings 

I Oscar  Harmon,  1804  Lake  Elmo  Road,  Billings 

Kenneth  Mitchell,  First  Congregational  Church,  310  No.  27th  St,, 

Billings 

i Mrs.  Rita  Sheehy,  1041  Poly  Drive,  Billings 
f Trout  Unlimited,  P.  0.  Box  1534,  Billings 

Yellowstone  Development  Council,  Room  202  Courthouse,  Billings 
I Northern  Plains  Resource  Council,  Stapleton  Building,  Billings 
!U  Monty  Kimble,  P.  0.  Box  516,  Billings 
i'Jj  HKM  Consultants,  937  Grand,  Billings 


Enclosed  is  an  agency  impact  determination  that  has  been  prepared  for  Homestead 
Third  Filing,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  water  supply,  sewage  disposal, 
and  solid  waste  disposal  systems. 

This  determination  defines  the  project  and  specifies  those  conditions  under 
which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval  without  the  development  of  an 
environmental  impact  statement.  This  determination  is  intended  to  assure  all 
interested  governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  that  this  approval  is  being 
sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the 
Montana  subdivision  laws. 


Sincerely, 


Edward  W.  Casne,  Chief 
Subdivision  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

Eh'C:APK:ds 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


An  Agency  Impact  Determination  For 
HO^STEAD  THIRD  FILING 

A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  fbl  13')  • 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5009;  and  the  act  to  control  wLer 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  agency  impact  determin- 
ation is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environ- 
ental  Sciences  Division,  concerning  a proposed  subdivision  in  Yellowstone  County 
Montana,  for  which  a submittal  has  been  received  requesting  removal  of  sanitary 


The  purpose  of  this  agency  impact  determination  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Subdivision  Bureau’s 

^tent  not  to  prepare  a full  environmental  impact  statement.  This  document  will 
De  circulated  for  ten  days. 


INTRODUCTION 


This  A.I.D.  covers  21  single-family  residential  lots  (15.51  acres)  in  the  Third 
Filing  of  Homestead  Subdivision.  The  subdivision  is  located  approximately  4 miles 
north  of  Billings,  Montana  in  the  SE^^,  Sec.  2 and  NE^,  Sec.  11,  T2N,  R26E. 

Water  supply  will  be  provided  by  individual  wells.  Wastewater  treatment  and 
disposal  will  be  accomplished  through  individual  septic  tank  drainfield  systems. 
The  maximum  and  minimum  size  of  the  12  lots  concerned  in  this  report  are  32,989 
and  20,430  square  feet,  respectively. 

GEOLOGY 

The  geological  formation  of  main  interest  in  the  study  area  is  the  Judith 
River  Formation  of  Cretaceous  Age.  This  unit  has  a reported  maximum  thickness 
of  600  feet  in  the  area.  The  Judith  River  Formation  is  reported  by  the  U.  S. 
Geological  Survey  to  consist  of  alternating  beds  of  yellow  to  brown  sandstone 
and  dark  gray  shale.  The  Judith  River  Formation  outcrops  in  the  northwest  comer 
of  lot  22  of  Block  5 of  the  Third  Filing.  The  Judith  River  Formation  as  exposed 
in  the  above  lot  consists  of  buff  to  brown  weakly  cemented,  layered,  medium 
grained,  soft,  friable  sandstone.  Strike  and  dip  of  the  Judith  River  Outcrop  is 
N770W  and  50NE.  Test  holes  made  for  this  report  indicate  sandstone  of  the  Judith 
River  Formation  to  be  mantled  by  very  fine  sandy  clay  soils  3 feet  and  greater 
in  thickness  throughout  the  21  lot  area.  The  shallower  soils  (2  to  3 feet  thick) 
are  present  only  in  the  west  half  of  Lot  22  of  Block  5.  Soil  Test  Hole  #1,  lo- 
cated in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  same  lot,  indicates  soils  in  this  area  to  be 
a minimum  of  5 feet  thick.  Auger  holes  made  for  soil  and  percolation  testing  pur- 
poses throughout  the  remainder  of  the  Third  Filing,  indicated  that  depth  to  bed- 
rock was  everywhere  greater  than  6 feet  below  the  land  surface  1/  V. 

GROUNDWATER 


Groundwater  was  not  encountered  in  any  of  the  test  holes  previously  described. 
Examination  of  available  well  logs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Second  Filing  indicated 
that  the  average  year-round  depth  to  groundwater  at  the  site  would  be  approximately 
100  to  150  feet. 

SOILS 

Soils  within  the  Third  Filing  were  reported  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  as 
being  a deep,  well-drained,  nearly  level  to  strongly  sloping,  calcareous  loam. 
Permeability  in  place  of  the  soils  at  the  site  was  reported  to  range  between 
0.63  and  2.0  inches  per  hour  V. 

Descriptions  of  the  soils  encountered  within  the  21  lot  area  are  given  concur 
with  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  Soil  Survey.  Percolation  tests  were  run  on 
each  of  the  lots  covered  in  this  report.  Percolation  rates  in  the  Third  Filing 
ranged  from  4 to  22  min/ inch.  Slopes  on  building  lots  within  the  report  area 
range  from  2%  to  12%  depending  on  direction  of  measurement. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Water  will  be  supplied  by  individual  wells  tapping  sandstone  units  of  the  Judith 
River  Formation.  Available  well  logs  on  file  with  the  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines 
and  Geology  as  of  June,  1975,  indicate  drilling  depths  for  adequate  supply  in 
the  Third  Filing  would  be  between  100  and  150  feet  below  the  land  surface  depending 
on  location.  Exhibit  8 which  is  a log  of  a well  drilled  in  November,  1973,  in  the 
Third  Filing  outside  the  area  concerned  in  this  report,  indicates  that  the  sandstone 
aquifer  in  the  report  area  would  be  approximately  57  feet  thick  and  have  a specific 
capacity  on  the  order  of  0.38  gpm/ft.  of  drawdown.  The  above  unit  was  bailed  by  the 
driller  for  approximately  1 hour  at  an  estimated  rate  of  15  gallons  per  minute  and 
resulted  in  a total  drawdown  of  40  feet  (100  feet  below  land  surface) . Static 
water  level  before  bailing  was  60  feet  below  the  land  surface.  Local  well  drillers 
have  indicated  that  their  experience  has  shora  that  drilling  depths  in  the  general 
area  of  the  Third  Filing  have  been  as  great  as  300  feet  with  yields  ranging  be- 
tween 10  and  15  gpm.  Results  of  chemical  analyses  of  a well  located  in  Block  7 
Lot  9 of  the  Third  Filing  indicates  the  water  can  meet  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service 
drinking  water  standards, 

WASTEWATER  DISPOSAL 

Wastewater  disposal  will  be  by  septic  tank-drainfield  systems.  Sewers  from  the 
houses  to  the  septic  tanks  will  be  a minimum  of  4 inches  in  diameter  and  have  a 
minimum  slope  of  3 percent.  Minhnum  capacity  of  the  septic  tanks  will  be  1,000 
gallons.  Disposal  of  septic  tank  effluent  will  be  by  drainfield.  The  developer 
or  property  owner  could  use  the  percolation  test  results  of  this  investigation  to 
size  a drainfield  for  a particular  lot.  The  property  owner  or  developer  would  be 
encouraged  to  conduct  a minimum  of  six  percolation  tests  at  the  site  of  each  pro- 
posed drainfield  to  accurately  determine  percolation  rates  at  that  particular 
location. 

SOLID  WASTE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Each  property  owner  will  be  responsible  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  their  own 
solid  waste  in  a state  approved  sanitary  landfill. 

At  least  three  private  refuse  hauling  contractors  are  available  for  solid  waste 
collection  in  Yellowstone  County.  Disposal  of  refuse  by  these  haulers  is  in  the 
Billings  sanitary  landfill.  The  fee  paid  by  the  property  owner  to  the  hauler 
includes  sanitary  landfill  disposal  costs.  The  haulers  are  responsible  for  landfill 
disposal  of  the  refuse.  The  local  haulers  indicate  there  is  no  problem  as  far  as 
disposal  is  concerned  as  they  pay  the  landfill  on  a load  basis. 

Each  property  owner  will  be  responsible  for  contracting  their  own  septic  tank 
pumping.  Disposal  of  sludge  will  be  in  a State  and  County  approved  site  within 
Yellowstone  County. 

PROBABLE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT 


The  21  lot  area  of  the  Third  Filing  is  surrounded  by  residential  development. 

The  investigation  to  complete  this  report  indicates  that  the  21  lot  area  will 
have  no  adverse  effects  on  surface  or  groundwater  in  the  area  and  that  the  soils 
have  sufficient  permeability  for  adequate  subsurface  disposal  of  wastewater. 

The  primary  effect  of  this  development  is  the  permanent  commitment  of  the  land 
to  residential  development.  The  secondary  effect  is  suburban  congestion  resulting 
from  development. 


UNAVOIDABLE  ADVERSE  EFFECTS 


Noise  and  air  pollution  from  blowing  dust  will  be  unavoidable  during  the  construction 
and  development  of  the  21  lot  area. 

ALTERNATIVES 


The  only  alternative  would  be  no  development  as  the  21  lot  area  is  surrounded  by 
other  residential  developments.  The  current  housing  demand,  the  favorable  results 
of  this  investigation  in  regards  to  soil  and  water  protection,  plus  the  fact  that 
this  area  has  been  zoned  R 9600  for  single  family  residences. 

RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  SHORT-TERM  USE  AND  LONG  TERM  PRODUCTIVITY 


As  previously  stated,  investigations  for  this  report  have  shown  that  the 
development  will  have  no  adverse  effects  on  surface  or  groundwater  resources. 
These  investigations  have  also  shown  that  the  soils  of  the  site  are  capable 
of  adequate  disposal  of  septic  tank  effluent.  The  long-term  physical  effects  on 
the  environment  from  this  subdivision  will  be  less  as  continued  development  in 
the  area  will  require  a community  sewer  system. 

IRRFyERSIBLE  AND  IRRETRIEVABLE  COMMITMENT  OF  RESOURCES 

This  land  would  be  permanently  committed  to  residential  use. 

REFERENCES 


1.  Hall,  G.  M. , and  Howard,  C.S.,  1929,  Groundwater  in  Yellowstone  and  Treasure 
Counties,  U,  S.  Geological  Survey  Water  Supply  Paper,  599. 

2.  Gosling,  Arthur  W.  and  Emil  F.  Pashley,  Jr.,  1973,  Water  Resources  of  the 
Yellowstone  River  Valley,  Billings  to  Park  City,  I^ntana,  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey  Hydrologic  Investigations  Atlas,  HA-454 

3.  Soil  Survey  of  Yellowstone  County,  Montana,  1972,  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation  Service. 

4.  Manual  of  Septic  Tank  Practice,  1967,  Public  Health  Service  Publication  No. 
526,  U.  S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare,  Public  Health  Service, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


This  agency  impact  determination  has  been  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner,  B.S.F., 
M.S.,  Soils  Scientist,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  utilizing  information 
si^plied  by  Hulbert,  Kersich  and  McCullough  and  the  developer. 
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John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Ravalli  County  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

J.  Fredrick  Bell,  M.  D. , County  Health  Officer,  Rocky  Mountain,  Hamilton 

Mr.  Frank  Gessaman,  R.  S.,  Co.  San.,  Courthouse,  Hamilton 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Orville  Eubank,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Richard  Everson,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Bud  Nentwig,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Don  Schaub,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Paul  Stoner,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

^^r.  Bob  Haacke,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Joe  Plohartz,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

Mr.  Jim  Kaiser,  Route  #1,  Stevensville 

A NEG.mVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

JIM  ktMser  swine  operation 

Rjrsuant  to  the  Montana  Enviroraiental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Department  of  Healtli 
and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Kaiser  Swine  Operation  and 
a request  by  Mr.  Kaiser  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  his  proposed 
animal  confinement  facility  modification  near  Stevensville,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  infoim  all  interested 
goverrmrental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision 
will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be 
issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a peimit, 
please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 


Mr.  Kaiser  has  operated  since  1970  a confined  swine  operation 
located  approxiinately  seven  miles  northeast  of  Stevensville,  Montana. 
During  1973,  Mr.  Kaiser  made  application  for  a permit  for  an  animal 
confinement  facility  in  accordance  with  state  regulation.  Following 
the  circulation  of  an  environmental  assessment,  such  a permit  was 
issued.  Mr.  Kaiser  now  proposes  to  relocate  and  improve  this  animal 
confinement  facility.  The  operation  will  be  located  in  the  SF>4,'SW%, 
Section  32,  T.  10  N. , R.  19  W.  of  Ravalli  County.  Tlie  site  is  approx- 
imately % mile  west  of  the  existing  animal  confinement  facility.  The 
approximate  location  of  this  facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached 
map. 
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The  proposed  facility  will  be  a total  confinement  operation 
where  the  majority  of  livestock  will  be  held  within  buildings.  The 
only  exception  will  be  small  pastures  for  holding  sows.  The  operators 
plan  to  farrow  twenty-five  sows  every  three  weeks  and  the  pigs  which 
are  produced  fed  to  market  weight.  Waste  material  which  is  produced 
by  the  livestock  held  in  confinement  will  drop  through  slatted  floors 
into  liquid  manure  pits  located  beneath  the  buildings . This  waste 
material  will  then  be  periodically  removed  and  spread  on  adjacent 
agricultural  land.  As  cropping  practices  permit,  the  liquid  manure 
will  be  incorporated  with  the  soil  the  same  day  that  it  is  spread. 

The  waste  control  facility  will  be  managed  such  that  there  is  no  direct 
discharge  of  waste  material  to  state  waters.  Flies  around  the  animal 
confinement  facility  will  be  controlled  through  a spraying  or  baiting 
program  as  necessary.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  by  burial  at 
an  acceptable  location. 

7\ny  animal  confinement  facility  can  have  an  effect  on  the 
surrounding  environment.  Adverse  affects  can,  however,  be  minimized 
through  implementation  of  a good  waste  management  program.  Odors 
around  the  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  minimized  through 
good  housekeeping  within  the  confinement  buildings. 

The  proposed  operation  is  located  in  an  agricultural  area  and 
the  adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  also 
proposed  should  result  in  minimal  adverse  environmental  effects.  The 
alternatives  available  to  the  applicant  would  be  as  follows: 

1.  Continued  operation  of  the  existing  facility  without 
major  expansion. 

2.  Selection  of  an  alternate  site  for  the  relocation  of 
the  animal  confinement  facility. 

3.  Issuance  of  a waste  discharge  permit  for  the  proposed 
relocation. 

The  area  around  the  existing  and  proposed  confinement  facilities 
would  be  classed  as  agricultural  land  and  such  facilities  should  not 
interfere  with  the  best  usage  of  those  areas.  Our  office  has  never 
received  a complaint  of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  the  existing 
animal  confinement  facility.  The  waste  control  facilities  and  waste 
management  program  proposed  for  this  relocated  operation  should  provide 
adequate  environmental  protection.  It  is  our  opinion  that  alternative 
number  3 provides  the  most  realistic  option. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  OF  MOIMTAN  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

August  27,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Carter  County  Courthouse,  Ekalaka 

Billings  Branch  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

R.  E.  Musser,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Box  27,  Ekalaka 

Brian  Schoof,  R.S. , Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Miles  City 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Mr.  Greg  Gardner,  Gardner's  LAZlu  Ranch,  Hammond,  Montana  59332 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

GARDNER'S  LAZuj  RANCH 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Gardner's  LAZ  uj  Ranch  and  a 
request  by  Mr.  Greg  Gardner  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this 
operation  near  Hammond,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to 
comment  on  this  application  for  a waste  discharge  permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Gardner's  LAZm  Ranch  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation 
having  a total  capacity  for  approximately  800  head.  This  operation  is 
located  in  the  NW%NE%,  Sec.  27,  T.  6 S.,  R.  56  E.,  of  Carter  County 
approximately  six  miles  north  of  Hammond,  Montana. 

All  livestock  at  this  facility  are  contained  in  a confinement  barn. 
Waste  material  which  is  produced  by  livestock  within  this  building  drops 
through  slatted  floors  into  a liquid  manure  pit  beneath  the  building  and 
from  there  it  is  transported  to  an  earthen  retention  lagoon.  The  waste 
material  which  accumulates  within  the  pit  and  the  retention  lagoon  will 
be  periodically  removed  by  a high-pressure  pump  and  piped  into  an  irriga- 
tion system.  The  waste  material  will  then  be  disposed  of  on  approximately 
80  acres  of  adjacent  agricultural  land. 


GARDNER'S  LAZ  lu  RANCH 
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Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  controlled  as 
necessary  with  a spraying  or  baiting  program.  Odors  around  this  facility 
will  be  minimized  through  good  housekeeping  practices  and  adherence  to  the 
proposed  waste  management  program.  Dead  animals  from  this  operation  will 
be  disposed  of  through  burial  at  an  acceptable  location. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized 
through  the  adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program.  The  waste 
control  facilities  and  waste  management  program  proposed  in  this  applica- 
tion for  a waste  discharge  permit  should  provide  adequate  protection  to 
the  environment. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  the  operators  would  be  relocation 
of  an  existing  facility.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of 
either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this  existing  animal  confinement 
facility  and  it  appears  to  be  located  in  an  agricultural  area.  As  long 
as  the  waste  management  program  is  followed,  relocation  of  this  facility 
does  not  seem  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


V State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Fallon  County  Courthouse,  Baker 

Billings  Branch  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

C.-  F.  Hogeboom,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Baker 

Brian  Schoof,  R.S.,  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Miles  City 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Richard  F.  Pinnow,  Box  486,  Baker 

City  Clerk,  c/o  City  Hall,  Baker 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

RICHARD  F.  PINNOW  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Richard  F.  Pinnow  swine  operation 
and  a request  by  Mr.  Pinnow  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this 
operation  located  northeast  of  Baker,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

_ Mr,  Pinnow  has  operated  since  1973  a total  confinement  swine  operation 
having  capacity  for  approximately  400  head  of  swine.  The  operation  is 
located  in  Sec.  1 , T.  7 N. , R.  59  E. , of  Fallon  County,  approximately  one 
mile  northeast  of  the  community  of  Baker,  Montana. 

This  facility  is  a total  confinement  type  operation  with  all  live- 
stock being  held  within  buildings.  Waste  material  which  is  produced 
will  be  deposited  through  slatted  floors  and  contained  in  liquid  manure 
pits  located  beneath  the  building.  This  waste  material  which  accumulates 
within  the  pits  is  periodically  removed  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  1,000  acres  of  such  land  is  available 
for  waste  disposal.  Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  are 
controlled  through  a routine  spraying  program.  Odors  are  minimized  by 
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adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program  and  the  use  of  certain 
chemicals  within  the  liquid  manure  pits.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed 
of  through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
adherence  to  a good  waste  management  program.  The  waste  control 
facilities  and  waste  management  program  indicated  on  this  application  for 
a waste  discharge  permit  should  provide  adequate  protection  to  the 
environment. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Pinnow  would  be  the  relocation 
of  the  existing  facility.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of 
either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this  facility,  and  such  relocation 
would  not  seem  justifiable.  If  the  waste  management  program  outlined 
on  this  application  is  followed,  the  adverse  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment  should  be  minimal. 


Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City-County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 

Billings  Branch  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

William  Weber,  Jr.,  Route  1,  Box  301,  Billings 

Ray  Zeiler,  Route  1,  Billings 

Bill  Weil , Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 

George  Walter,  Route  1,  Billings 

Harold  Walter,  Route  1,  East  Lane,  Billings 

Art  Quanburg,  South  Frontage  Road,  Billings 

Sam  Procive,  Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

WEBER  AND  SONS  DAIRY  FACILITY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Weber  and  Sons  Dairy  Operation  and 
a request  by  Mr.  William  Weber,  Jr.,  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this 
operation  located  south  of  Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If 
you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within 
that  allotted  time. 

Weber  and  Sons  currently  operates  a dairy  facility  having  capacity  for 
approximately  112  cows.  This  operation  encompasses  approximately  four 
acres  and  is  located  in  the  SE%,  SE%,  Sec.  18,  T.  1 S.,  R.  26  E.,  of 
Yellowstone  County.  The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the 
attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  area  is  extremely  flat  with  slopes  of  approxi- 
mately 0.3%  which  results  in  very  little  extraneous  drainage  reaching  the 
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animal  confinement  facility.  Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  an  area 
such  as  this,  and  any  runoff  which  might  occur  would  be  routed  onto 
adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  runoff  should  be  contained  on  property 
owned  by  the  applicant  with  little  possibility  of  ever  reaching  state 
waters.  Waste  material  and  washwater  from  the  milking  parlor  is  collected 
and  discharged  to  an  underground  storage  tank.  The  waste  material  which 
accumulates  within  this  tank  is  periodically  removed  and  likewise  disposed 
of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  The  loafing  area  for  the  animals  is 
cleaned  daily  and  the  waste  material  stockpiled  until  the  cropping  system 
on  the  agricultural  land  will  permit  application  of  the  waste  material, 

To  insure  that  there  is  no  drainage  from  this  stockpile  area  into  any 
adjacent  watercourse,  a small  dike  will  be  constructed  around  the  area. 
Approximately  180  acres  of  agricultural  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal . 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
a routine  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  the 
local  rendering  service. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined 
in  this  application  is  adhered  to, the  problem  of  air  pollution  should  be 
minimal . 

The  only  alternative  available  to  the  applicant  would  be  the  reloca- 
tion of  an  existing  facility.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in 
an  agricultural  area  and  is  a part  of  an  overall  farming  operation.  Our 
office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water  pollution 
from  this  animal  confinement  facility.  In  view  of  such  facts  and  th?. 
cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does  not  appear  warranted. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ron'mentafSciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA 


59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


Re:  Buena  Vista  Acres 
Gallatin  County 


August  15,  1975 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 

Mr.  George  Sager,  c/o  Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Drive,  Bozeman 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

City  Planning  Board,  City  Hall,  Bozeman 

County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 

Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North  Bozeman  Avenue, 
Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajewea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Dr.  Richard  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  University 
of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Larry  Uman,  Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana, 
Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol , 27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

County  Assessor,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

County  School  Superintendent,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Helena 

Gallatin  National  Forest,  Federal  Building,  Helena 

Layton  Thompson,  918  S.  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Carl  Anderson,  Montana  Power  Company,  Butte 
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Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410,  Hamilton 
Gallatin  Canyon  Study  Team,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 
F.E.  Suhr,  501  W.  Peach,  Bozeman 

Earl  Best,  Bridger  Canyon  Planning  and  Zoning  Commission,  Courthouse, 
Bozeman 

Ray  Hurley,  Joe  Brooks  Chapter,  Trout  Unlimited,  Box  271,  Livingston 

Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Box  548,  Bozeman 

Citizens  Assoc,  for  Guided  Growth,  812  S.  8th,  Bozeman 

C.  W.  Bonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Val  Jansen,  430  So.  6th,  Livingston 

Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  S.  6th,  Livingston 

John  Schil linger.  Microbiology  Dept.,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 
Concerned  Citizens  for  a Quality  Environment,  c/o  Ron  Erickson, 

University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Ms.  Ronda  Sanquist,  Institute  of  Applied  Research,  309  Hamilton  Hall, 
Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 
Microbiology  Department,  Montana  State  University,  Bozeman 
Kenneth  Baldwin,  Federation  of  Western  Outdoors  Club,  Box  548,  Bozeman 


Enclosed  is  an  agency  impact  determination  that  has  been  prepared 
for  Buena  Vista  Acres,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County. 

Subdivision  plans  and  specifications  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  water 
supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  disposal  systems. 

This  determination  defines  the  project  and  specifies  those  condi- 
tions under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval  without  the 
development  of  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  determination  is 
intended  to  assure  all  interested  governmental  agencies  and  public  groups 
that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision  laws. 


Sincerely 


Edward  W.  Casne 
Subdivision  Section 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


August  15,  1975 

An  Agency  Impact  Determination  For 
BUENA  VISTA  ACRES 

A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)(3); 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5009;  and  the  act  to  control  water 
pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  agency  impact 
determination  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana,  for  which  a submittal  has 
been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  agency  impact  determination  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  prepare  a full  environmental  impact  statement.  This  document 
will  be  circulated  for  ten  days. 

Location 

Buena  Vista  Acres  Subdivision  is  located  six  (6)  miles  north  of  Bozeman, 
and  one  (1)  mile  east  off  Springhill  Road.  Buena  Vista  Acres  is  forty  (40) 
plus  acres  of  land  being  developed  into  eight  (8)  lots  ranging  in  size  from 
5.090  acres  to  5.095  acres.  The  subdivision  gains  access  from  Springhill 
Road  along  Baseline  Road  (county  road)  which  runs  along  the  subdivisions 
southern  boundary.  Lots  will  be  served  by  a private  roadway  easement 
running  through  the  middle  of  the  development. 

Surface  Water 


There  are  no  natural  water  systems  such  as  streams,  lakes,  rivers  or 
marshes  contained  within  the  subdivision.  Also,  there  are  no  existing 
artificial  water  systems. 

Groundwater 


In  checking  groundwater  resource  material,  the  following  information 
was  obtained.  Geological  Survey  Water  Supply  Paper,  1482,  shows  three  log 
wells  within  one  mile  of  the  development.  One  of  these  wells  which  is 
located  at  the  same  elevation  as  the  development,  that  being  4,560  feet, 
shows  the  water  table  at  25  feet.  The  other  two  wells,  which  are  at  eleva- 
tions lower  than  the  development  show  water  at  12  feet  and  8.8  feet. 

Geology  - Soils  - Slopes 

No  known  geologic  hazards  such  as  rock  falls  and  slides,  surface  sub- 
sidence, or  unusual  seismic  activity  occur  within  the  development. 
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There  are  only  slight  to  moderate  soil  limitations  on  building  and/or 
excavation.  There  are  no  problems  with  bedrock  and  there  are  no  outcrops 
of  bedrock.  No  difficulties  with  unstable  or  expansive  soils  are  anticipated. 
General  soil  classification  for  the  development  is  Millville  silt  loam  and 
Bridger  loam,  making  up  the  majority  of  the  soils,  with  small  areas  of  Hyrum 
and  Bridger  gravelly  loams.  There  are  no  excessive  sloped  area  within  the 
subdivision. 

Vegetation 

There  are  no  critical  plant  communities  as  the  entire  site  has  been 
used  for  dryland  wheat  production  of  moderate  productivity. 

Wildlife 


There  are  no  major  or  critical  species  of  wildlife  within  the  development. 
There  are  some  minor  wildlife  (e.g.,  pheasant,  skunk,  small  rodents,  etc.). 
There  are  also  no  winter  ranges,  waterfowl  nesting  areas,  or  habitats  for 
rare  and  endangered  species  within  the  subdivision. 

Historic  Features 

There  are  no  known  historic,  palenotological , archaeological  or  cultural 
sites,  structures  or  objects  which  may  be  affected  by  the  subdivision.  The 
entire  site  has  been  in  agriculture  since  the  early  1900 's. 

Visual  Impact 


The  only  visual  impact  will  be  that  of  eight  single  family  homes  on  large 
acreages.  The  road  which  will  be  constructed  will  need  only  minimal  cut  and 
fill  work.  Also,  as  lots  are  developed,  and  vegetation  is  planted,  the  visual 
impact  will  continue  to  lessen. 

COMMUNITY  IMPACT 


Water 


Water  for  the  subdivision  lots  will  be  provided  for  by  individual  wells. 
Well  logs  in  the  area  at  this  elevation  indicate  water  at  50  to  90  feet  with 
flows  up  to  50  gallons  per  minute. 

Sewage 

Sewage  disposal  system  for  the  subdivision  will  be  individual  septic  tanks 
and  drainfields.  Given  the  general  soils  type  of  silt  loams  and  gravelly  loams, 
there  would  be  only  slight  limitations  on  septic  systems  and  coupled  with  the 
depth  to  groundwater  and  the  size  of  the  lots,  there  are  no  problems  anticipated 
with  sewage  disposal. 

Solid  Waste  Disposal 

Solid  waste  collection  and  disposal  will  be  provided  for  this  subdivision 
by  Suhr  Hauling,  Inc.,  Bozeman.  Waste  will  be  collected  by  Suhr  and  transported 
to  the  Bozeman  sanitary  landfill. 


Roads 


The  roadway  within  the  subdivision  will  be  a private  roadway  easement, 
which  will  be  installed  by  the  developer  and  maintained  by  the  lot  owners. 

There  will  not  need  to  be  any  substantial  improvements  to  existing  public 
access  roads.  When  fully  developed,  the  subdivision  will  generate  an  esti- 
mated 50  to  75  trips  daily,  which  would  use  existing  county  roads.  This 
increase  in  volume  would  cause  only  minimal  safety  and  maintenance  problems 
upon  existing  road  systems.  Also,  year-round  access  by  conventional  automo- 
biles over  legal  rights-of-way  is  available  and  there  are  not  any  private 
access  to  the  subdivision. 

Utilities 

In  the  past,  the  utility  companies  have  expressed  only  that  they  be 
supplied  with  adequate  easements  for  their  lines.  To  satisfy  this  need, 
blanket  easement  of  10  feet  along  interior  lot  lines  and  20  feet  along 
exterior  lot  lines  have  been  supplied.  Standard  methods  of  furnishing 
electric  and  telephone  service  will  be  made  from  existing  nearby  lines. 
Completion  of  each  utility  installation  will  be  on  a lot-by-lot  basis. 

Emergency  Services 

Fire  Protection:  Buena  Vista  Acres  is  not  at  this  time  within  an  urban  or 
rural  fire  district.  There  has  been  some  talk  of  forming  a rural  fire 
district  for  this  area,  but  no  firm  plans  have  been  made.  It  does  appear, 
however,  that  one  will  be  formed  if  the  area  continues  to  grow  as  it  now  is. 

Police  Protection:  Buena  Vista  Acres  will  receive  police  protection  from  the 
Gallatin  County  Sheriff's  Office. 

Ambulance  Service:  Ambulance  service  for  the  subdivision  will  be  provided  by 
Lee  Ambulance  Service.  Lee  Ambulance  Service  is  a private  service  which  makes 
calls  to  the  rural  area  on  a charge  per  call  basis.  It  is  a 24-hour  service. 

Medical  Services:  Bozeman  Deaconess  Hospital  and  Extended  Care  Facility  will 
supply  the  major  medical  service  for  residents  of  Buena  Vista  Acres,  and  has 
a 24  hour-day  emergency  staff.  These  emergency  services  for  Buena  Vista  Acres 
can  be  supplied  by  using  existing  personnel  and  facilities  except  for  fire 
protection.  In  the  event  that  a fire  district  was  formed,  funds  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  district  would  be  assessed  to  the  residents  of  the  district. 


ACCESSIBILITY  OF  SERVICE  SYSTEMS  & FACILITIES 
provide  a total  distance  over  road  types  to  each  of  the  following: 


Unimproved 

Graded 

Graveled 

Paved 

Total 

Town  where 
located 

Fire  Protection 

Police  Protection 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Elem.  Schools 

0 

1 

6,5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Junior  High  Schools 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

High  Schools 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Unimproved 

Graded 

- 4 - 

Graveled 

Paved 

Total 

Town  where 
located 

Ambulance  Serv. 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Med.  & Dental  Facilities 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Hospital  Facilities 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

U.  S.  Postal  Service 

0 

1 

6.5 

7.5 

Bozeman 

Schools 

Educational  facilities  which  would  serve  this  subdivision  are  located 
within  Bozeman.  Transportation  to  these  facilities  will  be  provided  by  altera- 
tion of  existing  bus  routes.  It  has  been  related  that  subdivisions  create 
children.  It  is  the  contention  of  this  report  that  subdivisions  do  influence 
the  location  and  concentration  of  children,  but  people  create  children.  Thus, 
the  number  of  subdivision  lots  on  the  local  market  has  minimal  influence  on 
the  number  of  students  attending  school  in  the  Bozeman  district,  but  does  have 
a great  effect  on  the  bussing  of  said  students  to  the  necessary  school 
facilities. 

I discussed  this  matter  with  Mrs.  Nelson,  Director  of  Transportation  for 
the  Bozeman  School  District.  She  indicated  that  her  position  is  not  to  regulate 
where  school  children  live,  but  to  offer  to  these  children  the  service  of  bus 
transportation  to  and  from  school.  It  is  her  policy  to  extend  this  service 
when  necessary  to  use  additional  buses  when  necessary* 

Land  Use 

At  the  present  this  subdivision  is  not  contained  within  any  planning 
area.  However,  it  is  located  in  an  area  of  increasing  subdivision  activities. 

A few  major  reasons  for  this  activity  are  views  afforded  of  the  mountain  and 
valley  from  living  in  the  foothills;  close  proximity  of  the  Riverside  Country 
Club;  and  easy  paved  access  to  Bozeman. 

The  surrounding  land  uses  are  at  present,  agricultural  land  uses,  which  it 
is  felt,  that  this  subdivision  will  have  no  effect  on.  There  are  no  health  or 
safety  hazards  on  or  near  this  subdivision  which  would  affect  the  subdivision 
or  surrounding  lands. 

There  are  no  on-site  nuisances  which  would  affect  this  land  and  surrounding 
land.  The  only  off-site  nuisances  that  can  be  immediately  foreseen,  would  be 
dust  from  nearby  agricultural  land  during  cultivation,  but  given  the  prevailing 
wind  conditions  for  the  site,  this  problem  should,  at  worst,  be  a very  slight 
nui sance. 

Housing 

There  are  to  be  a total  of  eight  (8)  single  family  dwelling  units  anti- 
cipated for  this  subdivision.  Completion  of  development  with  residences, 
cannot  be  estimated. 

Parks  and  Recreation  Facilities 


Given  the  size  of  the  lots  being  developed  and  the  number  of  lots,  the 
need  for  a park  area  is  questionable.  The  plans  on  entering  into  a covenant 


with  the  county  commission  that  the  land  will  not  be  subdivided  in  the  future 
to  satisfy  Park  Dedication. 

Taxation 


Before  Subdivision:  Before  subdivision,  the  following  are  the  number  of  acres 
in  each  land  assessment  classification: 

40  acres  of  class  F2A3  = $2,189.00  value  (assessed) 

Given  this  classification,  the  annual  property  tax  revenue  generated  by  the 
proposed  subdivision  before  subdivision,  would  total  $131.06  on  the  total  of 
40  acres. 

After  Subdivision:  After  subdivision,  based  on  an  average  lot  size  for  eight 
(8)  lots  of  5.092  acres  each,  of  which  would  have  a value  of  $4,250.00,  have 
an  assessed  value  of  $1,700.00,  have  a taxable  value  of  $510.00.  Take  that 
times  the  1973  mill  levy  of  .19953  mills,  gives  an  annual  property  tax  of 
$101.76  per  lot,  times  eight  (8)  lots,  gives  an  annual  property  tax  for  the  raw 
subdivided  land  of  $814.08.  Then  taking  a 1,200  square  foot  home  with  a full 
basement,  fireplace,  baths,  on  each  lot,  with  a replace  value  of  $31,229.00, 
and  an  assessed  value  of  $8,480  will  generate  an  annual  property  tax  revenue  of 
$507.60  per  lot  for  eight  (8)  lots,  would  give  a total  tax  revenue  of  $4,060.83. 


Alternatives  Available  to  this  Department 

There  are  two  basic  alternatives  available  to  this  department.  One  is  to 
issue  a certificate  of  plat  approval;  the  other  would  be  not  to  issue  a certi- 
ficate. From  the  data  submitted,  it  appears  that  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  water  supply  system,  sewage  disposal  systems,  and  solid  waste  disposal 
facilities  are  now  in  compliance  with  department  standards  and  can  satisfy 
department  laws  and  regulations. 

Conclusion 


A certificate  of  plat  approval  will  be  issued  ten  days  after  issuance  of 
this  statement  unless  convincing  response  to  the  contrary  is  received  by  the 
department. 


This  agency  impact  determination  has  been  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner,  B.S.F., 
M.S.,  Soils  Scientist,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 
utilizing  information  supplied  by  Survco,  Inc.  and  the  developer. 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


NOV  1 3 1974 


Department  OT  Heath  and  Emronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


November  12,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Big  Horn  County  Courthouse,  Hardin 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Big  Hom  County  Courthouse,  Hardin 
County  Health  Department,  Box  T,  Hardin 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Departm.ent  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Departinent  of  InrergoveiTimei'tal  Reln.tions,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development , Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
Mr.  Art  Kaiser,  Route  1,  Hardin 
Mr.  Yugo  Nayematsu,  Route  1,  Box  105,  Hardin 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  Ttffi 

NAYEMATSU  BROS.,  INC.  FEEDLOT 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  Nayematsu  Bros. , Inc.  and  a request  by 
Mr.  Yugo  Nayematsu  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  their  animal  confinement 
facility  located  north  of  Hardin,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  infoim  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  \\rrite  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  idll 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  alio ted  time. 

Nayematsu  Bros.,  Inc.,  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement 
facility  having  a capacity  for  approximately  950  head  of  cattle.  This 
feeding  operation  encompasses  approximately  3.5  acres  and  is  located  in 
the  SWh,  SlVh,  Sec.  4,  T.  IN.,  R.  33  E.,  of  Big  Hom  County.  The 
location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  gently  sloping  with  a someivhat 
uniform  east  slope  of  appi'oximately  5 percent.  Extraneous  drainage  is 
prevented  from  reaching  the  feeding  area  due  to  the  topography  of  the  area 
and  the  access  road  on  the  west.  Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  the 
area  and  any  runoff  which  would  occur  is  routed  onto  adjacent  cropland. 

Tills  runoff  should  be  contained  on  the  applicant’s  property  with  little 
possibility  of  ever  reaching  state  waters.  Waste  material  is  removed 
from  the  feeding  area  once  per  year  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural 
land.  Approximately  600  acres  of  cropland  would  be  available  for  waste 
disposal.  MONTANA  SI Affc 

930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


iVayeniatsii  Bros.  Feedlot 
Pope  2 


November  12,  1974 


Flies  aroujid  this  animal  confinem.ent  facility  are  currently  controlled 
through  a routine  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through 
burial  at  an  acceptable  location  or  through  a local  rendering  service. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a 
good  waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined 
in  the  application  is  followed,  environmental  problems  should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  xMr.  Nayematsux  woidd  be  the  reloca- 
tion of  this  existing  facility.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in 
an  agricultural  area  and  is  a part  of  an  established  farming  operation. 

In  view  of  such  facts  and  the  costs  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does 
not  appear  warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either 
air  or  water  pollution  from  this  animal  confinement  facility  and  it  appears 
that  the  waste  management  program  being  followed  provides  adequate  environ- 
mental protection. 


^even  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmenta 

STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

October  7,  1974  OCT  8 


SWrtDOCij'fiECT 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Teton  County  Courthouse,  Choteau 
County  Planning  Board,  Teton  County  Courthouse,  Choteau 
Porter  S.  Cannon,  M.D,,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Choteau 
Mike  Clasby,  County  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Conrad 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  George  J.  Waldner,  Secretary,  New  Rockport  Colony,  Route  2,  Box  40, 
Choteau 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

NEW  ROCKPORT  COLONY 
ANIMAL  CONFINEMENT  FACILITY 
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Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environm.ental  Sciences  concerning  the  New  Rockport  Colony  and  a request 
by  Mr.  George  J.  Waldner,  Secretary,  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for 
their  animal  confinement  facility  located  northeast  of  Choteau,  Montana, 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  alloted  time. 

The  New  Rockport  Colony  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement 
facility  consisting  of  open  lots  and  total  confinement  units.  The  open 
lot  encompasses  approximately  2 acres  and  is  only  used  periodically  for 
the  holding  of  a feis^  cattle  or  sheep.  The  two  total  confinement  units 
provide  capacity  for  approximately  swine.  This  animal  confinement 

facility  is  located  in  the  NIV%,  SE%,  Sec.  5,  T.  24  N.,  R.  3 W.  of  Teton 
County.  The  location  is  approximately  12  miles  northeast  of  Choteau, 
Montana  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

Surface  runoff  from  the  approximately  2-acre,  open  lot  area  is 
discharged  to  adjacent  agricultural  land  and  should  not  reach  state 
waters.  Waste  material  which  is  produced  by  the  sx\/ine  in  the  total  con- 
finement unit  drops  through  the  slatted  floors  and  is  contained  in  pits 
located  beneath  each  building.  Approximately  once  each  month  the  liquid 
manure  pits  are  emptied  and  the  waste  material  flushed  to  a large  retention 
pond  located  approximately  1,000  feet  south  of  the  confinement  buildings. 


New  Rockport  Colony 
Page  2 

October  7,  1974 


This  retention  pond  measures  100  feet  by  200  feet  by  10  feet  and  should  have 
capacity  to  store  well  in  excess  of  180  days  waste  accumulation.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  storage  facility  the  applicant  proposes  to  construct  an  addi- 
tional holding  pond  directly  to  the  east  of  the  existing  facility  which 
would  essentially  double  the  storage  capacity.  With  the  construction  of 
this  additional  facility  and  with  proper  waste  management,  the  probability 
of  any  discharge  to  state  waters  would  be  minimal.  The  applicant  proposes 
to  construct  a dike  above  the  holding  ponds  which  would  divert  extraneous 
surface  drainage  around  the  holding  ponds  and  prevent  this  flow  or  irrigation 
water  from  the  facility.  Wastewater  which  accumulates  in  the  retention 
pond  could  be  mixed  with  irrigation  water  in  a nearby  ditch  and  spread  on 
adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  water  would  be  applied  in  such  a manner 
as  to  utilize  all  water  on  the  fields  and  prevent  any  return  flow  to  state 
waters.  Solids  which  accumulate  in  the  retention  ponds  will  be  periodically 
removed  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  Several  hundred 
acres  of  agricultural  land  would  be  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Any  livestock  operation  can  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
n^nt.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through  a good  waste 
management  program.  This  animal  confinement  facility  is  located  in  an 
agricultural  area  which  is  sparsely  populated  and  odors  should  not  create 
significant  problems.  Flies  around  the  confinement  facility  are  controlled 
through  a fogging  and  bait  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through 
burial  at  an  acceptable  location. 

The  only  alternative  available  would  be  the  relocation  of  this 
existing  animal  confinement  facility.  Due  to  a combination  of  factors, 
the  waste  control  facilities  serving  this  operation  recently  failed, 
resulting  in  the  discharge  of  waste  material  to  the  nearby  Teton  River. 

The  structural  failure  which  occurred  has  since  been  repaired  and  through 
the  construction  of  an  additional  holding  pond  and  the  application  of  a 
good  waste  mnnagement  program  the  threat  of  water  pollution  should  be 
nearly  eliminated.  Relocation  of  this  facility  and  the  expense  which 
would  be  incurred  does  not  appear  justifiable  if  adequate  environmental 
protection  can  be  provided  at  that  location. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Itepartment  ot  Heath  and  Ei^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  59bO\ 
June  17,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 
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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
Mr.  John  Herndon,  County  Sanitarian,  Box  504,  Chinook 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Del  Bloom,  Water  Quality  Bureau  Regional  Office,  226  9th  Avenue,  Havre 
y^tate  Library,  Helena 

^^r.  Claude  Windecker,  Supt. , Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Havre 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
For 

The  Northern  Ifontana  Research  Center 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Northern  Montana  Agricultural  Research 
Center  and  their  request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for 
their  operation  near  Havre,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
goverrmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  negative  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you 
care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that 
alloted  time. 

The  Northern  Montana  Agricultural  Research  Center  currently  conducts 
a number  of  agricultural  activities  on  their  site  southwest  of  Havre.  One 
section  of  their  research  program  includes  a confined  animal  feeding  facil- 
ity having  a capacity  for  approximately  100  head  of  cattle.  The  confined 
livestock  operation  is  located  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  southwest 
quarter.  Section  28,  Township  32  North,  Range  15  East  of  Hill  County,  llie 
location  of  this  operation  is  approximately  6 miles  southwest  of  HaArre  and 
is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

Cattle  are  generally  confined  within  this  facility  only  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months.  The  waste  material  A\?hich  accumulates  on  the  feedlot 
surface  is  removed  once  each  year  and  disposed  of  on  numerous  acres  of 
agricultural  land  under  control  of  the  research  center.  Wastewater  or  sur- 
face runoff  which  A\rould  be  produced  as  precipitation  falls  on  the  feeding 
area  will  be  prevented  from  reaching  Beaver  Creek  by  a proposed  diversion 
dike  and  an  existing  irrigation  ditch.  The  runoff  from  the  relatively  small 
feeding  area  would  be  distributed  over  approximately  20  acres  of  adjacent 
pasture  land  and  would  be  so  managed  that  runoff  will  not  reach  Beaver  Creek. 

MONTANA  state  LIBRARY 
Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montann 


Northern  ^fontana  Agricultural  Research  Center 
Page  2 

June  17,  1974 


Flies  and  odors  should  not  constitute  a problem  for  the  surrounding 
environment  due  to  the  location  of  the  confined  feeding  operation  and  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  in  operation  during  the  summer  months.  While  any  live- 
stock operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environment,  the 
adverse  environmental  effects  in  this  situation  should  be  greatly  minimized 
through  the  location  and  the  waste  management  program  which  has  been  pro- 
posed. 


The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  in  this  situation  would 
be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation.  It  is  doubtful  that  a more  accepta- 
ble site  could  be  located  and  if  the  waste  management  program  is  followed, 
it  should  result  in  very  minimal  adverse  environmental  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding area  and  as  such  would  not  seem  to  justify  relocation  of  the  existing 
location. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPrvlf 
Attaclment 
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Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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state  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana 


59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


June  20,  1974 


Honorable  Tom  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Coi^i-iiissioriers,  Courthouse,  Phijipsburg 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Philipsburg 

John  Peterson,  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Anaconda 

J,  P.  Cunningham,  M.D. , County  Health  Officer,  Philipsburg 

Ffountain  View  Ranches,  Gold  Creek 

Mor r ison-Maierle , Inc.,  910  Helena  Avenue,  Helena 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Packer  Gulch  Terrace,  a proposed 
subdivision  in  Granite  County,  Montana. 

All  comments  and  questions  should  be  received  in  this  office  within  15 
days. 

Very  truly  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Cliief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
EnArironmental  Sciences  Division 


DaV:AWC:sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Dan  Vichorek 
Terry  Carmody 
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NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  FOR  PACKER  GULCH  TERRACE, 
A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Granite  County , Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Ntontana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3),  the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supplies  and  sewage  disposal 
SvisiSL  Lc?ion  69-5001  through  69-5005,  and  the  act  to  control  water 
Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by 
thfoenartmeTof  Health  and  EnAronraental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 
Water  Duality  Bureau,  concerning  the  proposed  Packer  Gulch  Terrace  Subdivision  m 
SaSt^W  JSS  DrLnond,  Montana,  fA  which  a request  has  been  received  for 

approval  o£  the  subdivision  plat. 


The  Dumose  o£  tliis  negative  delcaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  govemnental 
Ifen'cS^  ^d  the  conceded  public  of  the  Water  Quality  B-eau's  inte^  not  to  wite 
a full  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be  cirmlated  for  a 


pe“d  r/l“at  ri^hhi^rPaSer  Qilch  Terrace  Subdivision  will  be  reviewed 
in  light  of  the  comments  received. 


The  nroDosed  subdivision  is  located  in  Granite  County  approximately  11  miles  west 

SEt':  “s  r.' v?s  sars  a. 

s”  ass  s s s 

and  G?anite  Gou^ty  planning  board  regulations  J'’®  aSls  for 

cates  that  in  addition  to  the  26.8  acres  for  lots,  there  will  be  16.8  acres  t 

roads,  and  240  acres  of  common  area. 


i 


The  lots  will  be  served  by  a community  type  water  system  with  individual  sewage  dis- 
posal facilities. 


The  topography  of  the  area  is  generally  hilly  with  slopes  from  zero  to  15  peyent 
in  tL^aSa'^of  the  proposed  lot  sites  with  steeper  land  in  other  parts  of  the 

development. 


A central  well  has  been  constructed  to  provide  water  for  the  area.  Initially, 
fiberglass  tanks  will  be  used  as  cisterns  until  such  time  as  it  is  economically 
feasiMe  to  construct  the  central  water  system.  The  developer  has  agreed  to  con 
struct  a central  water  system  when  sufficient  dwellings  are  erected  to  war 

the  community  water  supply. 


Tn  reneral  the  soils  in  the  area  are  gravelly  loams,  loams,  silt  and  rock  outcrops. 
Deaths  to  Adrock  vary  from  12  inches  to  58  feet.  Permeability  is  modyate,  . 

and  the  acidity  ranges  from  a pH  of  7.4  to  8.4.  The  ^ 

PP-nc-Tcf  of  a Renpart  rocky  complex  consisting  of  45  to  55  percent  pp 

loam  and  gravelly  loam,  30  to  50  percent  barren  rock  outcrop  and  up  to  15  percen 
Trapper  gravelly  loam  and  Duncom  loam.  » 
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The  soils  also  consist  of  Skaggs -Duncora  loam  complex.  This  consists  of  60  to 
70  percent  Skaggs  loam,  20  to  30  percent  Dunccc-  loam,  and  15  percent  inclusions 
of  other  soils  such  as  Cheadle  gravelly  loam,  . 'idger  loam  and  rock  outcrop. 

The  ground  profile  tests  made  in  the  area  of  the  building  lots  indicate  no  solid 
rock  through  a depth  of  10  feet  below  the  ground,  nor  was  any  groundwater  en- 
countered in  the  10-foot  depth. 

Percolation  tests  made  throughout  the  area  at  the  rate  of  one  test  hole  per  acre 
of  housing  development  indicate  percolation  rates  of  from  12  to  30  minutes  per 
inch. 

The  soils  present  are  suitable  for  on-site  sewage  disposal.  Soils  will  accept 
septic  tank  eff lucent,  and  the  groundwater  regime  does  not  present  a problem. 

The  depth  to  groundwater  at  the  site  of  the  well  was  approximately  30  feet  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  in  other  portions  of  the  development,  is  more  than 
58  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

The  ground  slopes  in  the  area  of  the  lots  would  be  kept  to  a maximum  of  15  per- 
cent as  per  Department  of  Health  regulations.  There  are  no  unstable  or  expansive 
soil  conditions  within  the  subdivision  which  would  restrict  building.  The  sites 
of  the  proposed  septic  tank  drainfields  must  be  selected  to  avoid  areas  that  may 
have  shallower  depths  to  bedrock.  Any  approval  will  be  on  the  condition  that  the 
plans  for  the  individual  septic  tanks  will  be  reviewed  by  the  local  sanitarian 
before  the  systems  are  installed. 

Probable  impact  of  this  project  will  be  those  associated  with  the  residential 
use  of  a mountainous  area.  The  cluster-type  housing  development  with  the  broad 
expanse  of  open  space  seems  the  most  desirable  to  develop  these  type  recreational 
developments . 

Alternatives  available  to  this  department 


Because  the  data  submitted  with  the  preliminary  plans  appear  to  meet  the  con- 
cept criteria  required  by  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005,  and  Section  69-4801 
through  69-4827,  and  by  regulation  MAC  16-2.14(10) -S14340,  there  is  but  one 
option  to  the  department  and  that  is  approval  of  the  project.  The  project 
has  already  received  the  approval  of  the  local  planning  authority  and  the 
county  commissioners  of  Granite  County. 

During  construction,  there  will  be  a short-term  degradation  of  the  landscape 
within  the  area  of  the  subdivision.  Since  the  residents  will  be  attracted  to 
the  area  because- of  the  recreational  potential  and  the’ natural  scenic  beauty 
of  the  area,'  every  effort  will  be  made  to  disturb  the  environment  as  little 
as  possible.  There  will  be  a commitment  of  non- recyclable  building  materials 
used  in  the  construction  of  dwellings  in  the  development.  The  land  will  be 
broken  into  a multiplicity  of  ownerships  and  joint  ownership  of  common  land 
through  a homeowners’  association. 
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Solid  waste  disposal  will  be  by  means  of  a sanitary  landfill  constructed  in  the 
area  of  the  development  and  operated  by  a homeowners  association  made  up  of  per- 
sons living  in  the  development.  The  landfill  will  be  constructed  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences. 


This  declaration  was  prepared  by  A.  W.  Clarkson,  B.S.,  M.S.,  Civil  Engineering 
with  information  furnished  by  the  developer  through  his  consulting  engineers, 
Morrison-Maierle,  Inc. 


s 

DeDortmento' 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 

eathand  cntironmenta  sciences 


STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 
KALISPELL  ElEGIONAL  OFFICE  Box  1031 -Kalispell , MT  59901 

Hatch  12,  1974 


COPIES  SENT  TO: 

Mr/Mrs  M.  L White,  Rt  B Rexford,  MT  59930 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  - 2 

Montana  Fish  6e  Game  Dept.  Helena;  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz 

Montana  State  Dept,  of  Healty  & Env.  Sciences,  Helena  Attn:  A.  Clarkson 

Montana  State  Dept.,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Development 

Capitol  Station,  Helena 

Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave  Helena -6 

Mr  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena 

USDA  Forest  Service,  Forest  Supervisor;  Kootenai  Nat'l  Forest;  Libby,  MT  59923 

Lincoln  Co.  Board  of  Commissioners;  Libby,  MT  59923 

Mr.  Ovid  Marshall,  Lincoln  Co.  Sanitarian,  Courthouse;  Libby,  MT  59923 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Tobacco  Vall^  Improvement  Association  7o  Mrs  Schroeder  Box  358  Eureka,  MT  5''917 
Tobacco  Valley  Rod  & Gun  Club,  Eureka,  MT  59917 

Mr.  Bob  Muth,  Montana  Wilderness  Association;  Flathead  Chapter  Rt  4 Kalispell 
Trout  Unlimited  % Mr  Gary  Hanson  Secy.  136  1st  Ave.  W.  Kalispell,  MT 
Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  St  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Dr  D Garvin  Lincoln  Co.  Planner  Box  802  Eureka,  MT  59917 
Mr  Allen  "Dutch'*  Truman,  School  Dist.  #2  Rexford,  MT  59930 
Mr  John  Doble  % Postmaster,  Rexford,  MT  59930 


Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Pine  Valley 
Acres  Subdivision  in  Lincoln  County,  Montana. 


The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of 
water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  This  declaration  defines 
the  project  and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will 
receive  approval  without  the  development  of  an  impact  statement.  In  doing  so, 
the  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval 
is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act 
and  the  Montana  Subdivision  Law. 


Environmental  Sciences  Division 


WOA: jnh 
Enclosure 


MONTANA  state  cIBRaRY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montono  59601 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 


PINE  VALLEY  ACRES 


A Subdivision  in  Lincoln  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3), 
the  Act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  sup|)ly  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivision.  Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  Act  to  Control  Water  and 
Pollution,  Section  60-4801  to  69-4823,  the  following  Negative  Declaration  is 
prepared  by  the  StateDepartment  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Water 
Quality  Bureau,  concerning  the  proposed  PINE  VALLEY  ACRES  SUBDIVISION  in 
Lincoln  County,  Montana. 


Location  and  Size 

The  proposed  Pine  Valley  Acres  Subdivision  consists  of  32  lots  in  a 38 
acre  block  adjacent  to  the  Tooley  Lake  School  in  the  so-called  West  Pootenai 
area  of  Lincoln  County,  Montana  Of  these  32  parcels  none  is  smaller  that  1 
acre 


Geographically,  the  West  Kootenai  cou  ty  road  bounds  the  property  on  the 
west  side,  the  rural  school  is  located  on  the  south  end,  and  a USFS  campground 
site  borders  the  proposed  development  on  the  north  and  east  At  full  pool 
the  Koocanusa  Lake  shoreline  is  approximately  one-half  mile  east  of,  and  60-70 
feet  lower  than  the  median  elevation  in  the  subdivision 

Young  Creek,  a small  but  important  nursery  trout  stream,  circles  around 
the  south  and  southeast  end  of  the  area  before  discharging  into  the  new 
reservoir,  The  southern  portion  of  the  subdivision  is  no  closer  than  40'J  feet 
to  the  stream.  There  are  no  springs,  or  ponds,  or  other  surface  waters 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  project  area . 

There  is  also  no  named  community  center  near  this  location  although  there 
are  a noticeable  number  of  small  farms  or  (recreational)  ranches  visible. 
Rexford  is  the  nearest  incorporated  townsite,  lying  only  5 miles  SSE  of  the 
proposed  subdivision.  This  town,  however,  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
reservoir,  and  in  terms  of  road  miles,  Rexford  is  fifteen  to  twenty  miles 
distant.  The  Canadian  border  is  two  miles  to  the  north.  The  Inter  .ational 
boundary  is,  at  the  moment,  the  end -of -road  on  this  side  of  the  reservoir. 

The  area  referred  to  herein  as  the  West  Kootenai  is  also  somewhat  unique 
in  that  there  are  only  some  10  sections  of  private  land  in  the  entire  area. 

The  Canadian  border  to  the  north,  the  new  reservoir  to  the  east  and  the  USFS 
to  the  west  and  south  defines  an  area  of  small  potential  development  There 
are,  for  example,  only  seventeen  registered  voters  in  the  district,  and  there 
are  only  two  know  subdivis ions --about  17  lots  on  17  acres--known  to  exist. 

The  John  Doble  family  controls  the  largest  block  of  available  ground;  a ranch 
of  six  to  seven  section  in  size. 
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The  USFS  Campground  mentioned  as  a adjoining  neighbor  is  not  yet  developed 
for  comprehensive  use.  The  ground  has  been  identified  as  being  held  for  that 
purpose,  but  there  is  not,  as  yet,  a definitive  plan,  or  lessee,  available 
to  specify  how  this  ground  is  to  be  ultimately  developed. 

Land  Use  and  Access 

Sometime  in  the  past  this  forty  acres  has  been  logged  over  for  mature  timber. 
Scars  are  now  healed  and  the  area  is  again  forested  with  little  or  no  man-made 
disruption.  The  citrvel inear  haulage  road  which  was  used  by  the  loggers  has  been 
adapted  by  the  developer  for  use  as  an  access  road  In  using  this  existing 
rudimentary  road  location  as  a basic  design  control,  impact  has  heen  reduced 
and  variety  given  to  the  individual  lots.  For  a recreational  lay-out  the 
subdivision  is  unusually  well  designed. 

The  county  road  which  runs  along  the  west  edge  is  also  paved  as  far  as  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  subdivision.  Since  the  interior  access  takes  off  from 
this  point,  and  is  to  be  60  feet  wide,  gravelled,  crowned,  ditched,  and  private 
all  of  the  usual  problems  should  be  minimized. 

Water  Quality  Concepts 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  to  be  provided  by  means  of  individual  drilled  wells. 
This  appears  to  be  a feasible  concept  because  an  existing  well--a  Corps  of 
Engineers  Test--has  been  drilled  just  off  the  property  near  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  subdivision.  This  well  is  being  monitored  by  the  USGS  to 
evaluate  ground  water  recharge  into  the  sediments  and  bedrock  during  the  rise 
and  fall  of  water  in  the  reservoir.  However,  it  also  encountered  water  at 
80  feet  in  addition  to  recording  the  reservoir  controlled  ground  water 
elevations.  There  is  no  data  available  at  this  time  to  indicate  for  certain 
whether  water  at  the  upper  elevation  is  a new  unidentified  aquifer,  or  simply 
a small  recharge  area  from  Young  Creek  drainage  But  it  does  seem  reasonably 
likely  that  it  is  one  or  the  other,  and  even  if  it  is  not  a reliable  source| 
water  recharged  under  the  area  from  the  reservoir  is  extremely  likely  although 
wells  might  have  to  be  deep  enough  to  accommodate  the  great  draw-down  distances 
planned  for  Lake  Koocanusa  in  the  future. 

Sewage  Disposal  - Septic  tanks  and  frainfields  (absorption  trenches)  are 
to  be  the  method  of  choice.  The  soils  type,  the  depth  to  ground  water,  the 
slope  of  the  ground  and  size  of  the  lots  all  makes  this  a legitimate  and 
creditable  proposal . There  should  be  no  problem  related  to  water  pollution 
associated  with  this  subdivision. 

Solid  Waste  Disposal  - Area  is  already  part  of  a county  landfill  district. 
"Greenbox"  containers  are  available  now  at  a location  only  fifty  feet  from  the 
subdivisions  southern  boundary. 

Secondary  Services  - An  electric  power  line  parallels  the  main  access 
road,  and  a newly  installed  buried  telephone  service  line  was  brought  into 
the  West  Kootenai  along  the  same  route  during  1973.  In  terms  of  available  services 
and  therefore  lessened  impact,  the  location  of  this  project  area  is  unusually 
fort^uitious . 


SI 


i ^ 


■ * 'W 

tr6l  noiajft^ftlsaQ  avisos®!*  A 
c®k®A  yaiJaV  an!*! 

■ ^ ■ 

J 


l>«QnfBv«(i  J»»  5'«’  ti  jolffte'lfco  t «£  bBOTl3/i»  (MiijoJSqm*iJ  8S3U  »•)! 

J«ri3  ®*  b®l?Li3iT9bi  «is»c(  e*jf  bmioig  aHT  ►aao  avJ unari®  ^q«oa  -jol 

T^i  ,«nlq  «YUInl1»b  ®^,5»y  «8  3od  ^«o^iuq 

■ — — ^ >b«mp/®vt»b  03  »1  bnMOfg  «if(3  worf  o3 


3 


rv.  r 


-*A  biiT  ®bU 


PK 


rr,dmJ3  »-ru3a.:.  ^®vo  aoad  «ei3®  J»®n  ®d3  ni  wiJ90!o2  ^ 

»Jl»w»-n®**  on  30  •f33if  iiiiv  bo.1®#-ro^  bafnari  -rfon  ^#3®  03®a8  'I 

n®9d  «*rf  aiOgsoX  »*i3  >fd  b®«ii  ®®w  d®lr?<ir  h^7  ®»*ru®d  3«»rrU!»v3Jt»  srfT  .oolJqu3*lb 
8ni3®li<»  »Xrf3  pnifu  nl  b«n  «89®®«  lie  «®  ®«»#  30^  toq^iXavbb  »d3  bsH^® 
b®aub»3  n«®<f  »®i<  Ja*qml  .XoiJijo®  nglaab  » ••  fliolJAooX  bzot  yjiiaoojiiiboi 

^ 9ift  3uo-v®X  X*noXl®''-r®ari  m toH  .aloi  fawbivlbni  ®rtJ  o3  navi^  y^stiov  bn® 

rba  u^loab  I J ®w  yfriiu6wnw  b1  ooici  v;  bdo® 

»div«®  IB’J  8»  b®v®q  oil®  •i  »|(b®  3»bw  arU  anoJ»  inui  iblriw  beo?  ysoooo. 
woil  1^0  4S«®®a«  30l703nl  ®rf3  ®®nt^  .noXelvlbdn®  ®H3  lo  lanioa  JSBfWooa 

alavltq  bn®  ,b»Wa1  lb  ,bonvo33  , b»l  Jftvfti*  3»»^  Od  ®«f  03  ti  bn®9v3nloq  «irf3 

IS.*  boslinj nlsi^  ®d  bXuoff®  waoldoiq  IfuiWtf  i*d3'  io.IXb 

. ...,.  ^ ->i'  I-  'I  •. 


>3>.iao;ioU  ^ 


»n®w  balU'ib  Iftwblvlbol  lo  ttoaan  <d  bobivoiq  »d  o3  ai  3*3®W  - 

tnioD  na  aaiffioid  3q»^«io3  afdleaal  a »<f  oJ  «7iiaq<j*  iirtT 

3®A®d330n’  ®d3  Traan  y33®qo3q  ftiW  38ll|;  b»lil'H^‘~^90*l- »j!ui~-3a®r  SiaonSlj^oS 

09  ^SfJU  ®d3  yd  bsiodlooar  aniad  al  il9W  »l/f3  .nolaivlbdu®  ®H3  lOirto® 
Balt  ftds  sni3iol>  jlootbsd  bna  •3n^«lb®e  o3nl  ostarfoot  t^Jfcv  bniiotg 

t*  tfttaw  botalnvoan®  oaXa  31  .t»v®voll  '^itiov-raaot '»d3  ni  tsJjow  m«3*bn« 
T«?*w  bouotg  batXottnoa  ilov39*«t  ®il3  gnibtoa®!  o3  nol3  frbba'^nl  t®®3  08 
niaJtaa  tOl  »3a®ib«i  o3  o^alt  aids  3fi  lidallftV®  atab  on  al  ntsfR  snomild^® 
yiqRilB  30  ball |309bJrao  wan  * •!  n<il3w<l®  t«qq«  ®rt3  3a  ta3aw  tadsaifti 

yXdaflOaaat  «•««  aaob  31  lufl  djiaijlatb  iootO  sn^oY  «otT  estc  XX»®  • 

,att»/o«  aXdallat  a Jon  ■!  31  «»vn  bna«^-r«>fi3o^  »H3  to  ano  ai  Jl  Jari3  y1»»X4 
rtfiuodJl®  yJadll  ylafiaUx®  al  tlovtaaat  ®ri3  botI  aoia  sdJ  atbmi  bogtadt^^  laJaw 
a«®na3«ib  nwob-uatb  Jaetg  &d3  a3abo«iioo®a  ot  rigoono  q»ab  ad  o3  ®vart  3r,gl<  all®« 

.stuJu?  artJ  ni  aftonadooX  tol  hantiaiq 

% 

iftB  (ftSifonaiJ  noiJqioada)  afafalTnlati  bn®  adnai  olJqaS^ 

aril  .talaw  bnootg  o3  riJqab  add.  .®qt3  «!lo®  ^dTfl  ao^  (O  lo-bod^oB  ad  03 
bna  sJflfflHlgal  a tldJ  tbpfaw  l fa  aJof  «d3  ^o  »sU  bn®  atU  aqoia 

iu>13ulloq'  taiav#  o3  baJalat  waJdo^q  on  ad  blnoda  atadT  . Isaoqoiq  alda3ib»3® 

- ...  ^ no Ulvibdoa  a Jd3  dJ  IV  bajal. ,080® 

33lti»ib  Xfllbnei  y3niJt''b  a Jiaq  ybaa>4a  «1  aatA  - — 7-^^. 

ari3  Bot>  taaj  xJ^Hlsyino  no/JaaoX  a Jo  von  aldaliava  aia  Btaniadnoo  xodn^Cr 
, Si  ^ I . s ^ abnuod  morfabofj  anolalvibdua^ 

.7;<  4MI 

«8aDaa  nliffl  orf3,  alai  (Jraaq  anii  tavoq  titJoala  nA  - 
oJbl  3rig*7crjd  aaw  aali  aaixnaa  anortq®ia3  hajtod  baXfaStnl  yXvan  a bna 
ai^olvtat  aldaXlBvt  Jo  8»t*3  ol  gnliob  aJiiOt  aasa  9d3  gnola  lanadooX  JaaW  odj 

yIlaot:#nw  al  J^ajoiq  »ld3  Jo  noidoool  ®ri3.,3taq«l  banastal  aiolatadJ  bn®- 

. A .eiiol^ruVw^ 


A Negative  Declaration  for 
Pine  Valley  Acres 


March  12,  1974 
Page  Three 


Environmental  Conditions 

Topography.  Geology,  and  Soils  - The  entire  subdivision  slopes  to  the 
northeast  on  a gradual  3 to  5 percent  grade.  Locally  there  are  also  many 
small  homesite  areas  that  are  flat  or  near  flat,  and  there  is  one  small  zone 
(central  east  side)  that  can  slope  as  high  as  15  degrees  over  short  distances. 

The  subsurface  is  made  up  of  Quaternary-Glacial  undifferentiated  clays, 
silts,  sand,  gravel,  and  boulders  which  tend  to  be  mostly  cobbly  silty  loams 
in  that  area  from  which  the  test  hole  logs  were  taken.  There  is  no  bedrock 
outcropping  in  the  area,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  any  to  appear  near 
to  the  surface. 

The  Lincoln  County  minimum  drainfield  size--85  square  feet  per  bedroom-- 
will  be  more  than  adequate  for  individual  sewage  system  design  purposes. 

Vegetation  - The  project  area  is  forested  throughout  with  Douglas  Fir  and 
Pondersa  Pine  the  dominant  variety.  An  Agricultural  Capability  Classification 
is  unspecified,  however,  the  area  probably  is  no  better  than  Class  3 nor  poorer 
than  Class  5.  Pastureland,  grazing  and  Christmas  Tree  cultivation  is  the 
dominant  agricultural  use  in  the  adjacent  semi-cultivaled  areas. 

Impact  Assessment 

Environmental  impact  in  the  development  of  this  property  does  not  appear 
to  be  significant.  Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any  implied  committment  of 
natural  resources  other  than  land  and,  possibly,  tree-farming  potential  The 
only  marginally  adverse  aspect  lies  in  the  possible  loss  of  wildlife  winter 
range  and  in  the  difficulty  of  providing  effective  environmental  guidance 
inasmuch  as  the  Lincoln  County  Health  Department  is  a considerable  distance 
away  in  Libby,  Montana. 

The  impact  on  schools,  fire  protection  agencies  and  law  enforcement  could 
become  important  if  the  region  begins  to  develop  a year  round  use  character. 

Covenants  and  Restrictions 

Restrictive  covenants  are  to  be  attached  to  individual  contract  for  deed 
Specifications  deal  with  restrictions  on  animals,  minimum  size  for  trailer  homes, 
height  of  fences,  fire  hazards,  speed  limits,  temporary  trailers  used  during 
construction  and  responsibilities  to  the  Lincoln  County  Sanitary  Codes.  Lots  14 
through  18  may  be  used  for  commercial  purposes,  all  others  are  to  be  residential 
parcels . 
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Justification  of  Action 

A Negative  Declaration  rather  than  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
has  been  made  with  regard  to  this  subdivision  for  the  following  reasons: 

(1)  The  land  use  decision  has  already  been  made  A public  hearing  has 
been  held  and  the  preliminary  plat  has  been  accepted  by  the  Lincoln 
County  authorities.  No  alternatives  were  considered  as  soon  as  all 
support  data  according  to  the  Montana  Subdivision  Laws  and  Regulations 
were  submitted. 

(2)  An  approval  statement  by  the  Lincoln  County  Health  Department  has 
been  made  and  filed  with  this  office. 

(3)  The  recreational -use  character  of  this  lake-side  land  has  been 
established  with  the  designation  of  a considerable  amount  of 
contingent  USFS  land  set  aside  for  campground  purposes. 

(4)  The  project  appears  to  be  well  known  to  local  residents,  and  there  has 
not,  as  yet,  been  any  complaints  or  adverse  comments. 


Decision 


A Certificate  of  Approval  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  will  be  attached  to  the  plats  which  are  to  be  filed  with  the 
Lincoln  County  Clerk  and  Recorders  office  All  plans  and  other  data  relative 
to  the  project  will  be  filed  with  the  Water  Quality  Burea  in  Helena  for 
permanent  recordation. 

This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0 Aikin,  a Registered  Professional 
Engineer  and  Economic  Geologist . That  data  required  by  law  was  provided  by 
Melvin  White,  Rexford,  Montana,  (the  owner  and  developer)  and  R.  David  Schurian, 
Victor,  Montana,  Registered  Surveyor  and  Land  Use  Planner. 

An  investigation  was  made  in  the  field  and  the  appropriate  USGS  and  SCS 
publications  were  utilized  in  making  a cursory  assessment  of  the  environmental 
condition . 
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STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALTSPELL,  MT  59901 


December  5,  1973 


Ptarmigan  Properties,  Inc.,  P .0 . Box  4444,  Whitefish,  OT  59937 
Doyle  Enterprises,  Surveyors,  Room  20,  Glacier  Bldg.,  kalispell,  MX  59901 
Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station 
Helena,  OT  59601 

Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  OT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  lalispell,  MX  59901 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  OT  59901 
B .C . Me  Intyre,  MD.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  42  7,  Whitefish,  MX  59937 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  lalispell,  OT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  OT  59601 
Montana  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Development,  Helena,  OT  59601 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  OT  59601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helema,  OT  59601 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MX  59801 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  OT  59901 


Gentlemen : 


Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  ptarmigan  Sub- 
division No.  3,  a subdivision  near  Whitefish,  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

Xhe  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water- 
supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  Xhis  declaration  defines  the  pro- 
ject and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval 
without  the  development  of  an  Impact  Statement.  In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  in- 
tended to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within 
the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subdivision 
Law . 


Sincerely, 


Wilbut  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A Negative  Declaration 
for 

PTARMIGAN  SUBDIVISION  NO.  3 


DIVISION  PREPARED  BY 

Environmental  Sciences  Wilbur  0.  Aikin 


LOCATION 


TYI'E  OF  ACTION 

December  5,  1973  Administrative  Approval ; 

Subd ivi s ion 


Project  lies  approximately  2.5  miles  north  of  the  White- 
fish  City  Limits  on  the  south  slope  of  a ridge  split  off  from  the  main  IThitefish  Ranee 

adiacL^-R  provided  by  means  of  a roadway  constructed  from  tL  ‘ 
Sportrski  RLor^l  s'"  ‘ ^^^erial  county  road  terminates  at  the  Winter 
to  the  sLhwest  mountain.  Whitefish  Lake  is  over  one  mile 


The  subdivision  under  consideration  herein 
center  of  the  greater  Ptarmigan  holdings, 
of  the  Phase  I development. 


(Ptarmigan  Number  3)  involves  2.0  acres  near  the 
It  is  east  of  and  contingent  to,  the  east  edge 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION 


^ consists  of  fi5^  (5)  single  residence  lots  which  have  been 
and  a ^ Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water  sup^I^  sewage  disposal 

ssriiMs:;;  SLS'S"'"'""- ""  “ ai  “ulW'  ■■ 


Internal  private  roadways  will  be  extended  a minimum  of  1,000  ft 
for  the  five  lots. 


to  provide  lot  access 


! ccZ^Uher  XhTr  Ptarmigan  Development  has  never  been 

being  pwofr"  It  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  the  large  Phase  I development  came 
•hli  eLh  snhir-  requirement  for  such  a public  review.  It  would  appear 

-hat  each  subdivision  plat  within  Ptarmigan  will  have  to  be  considered  on  Its  own  merits 


'ERTINENT  INFORMAT ION 


tannigan  projects  to  date  have  included  the  following  subdivision  filings* 

dn^  — ^ Subdivision  - Filed  in  1971  and  designed  to  include  seven  .7)  con- 
4nesilnt  (apartment)  units  in  each  building.  Total  impact  is 

cLd^!^^  is  complete  on  the  first  phase  and  the  existing 

drilled  facilities,  swimming  pools,  tennis  courts,  a" 

f saiiLrv  1 distribution  system. 

Luofnon  ^ T 10,000  gpd  package  treatment  plant  and  2 million 

hail  r non-discharging  polishing  pond.  Except  for  the  swimming  pools  aU  facilities 
have  received  review  and  approval  by  the  Montana  State  Department  of  Health. 


2. 


Ptarmigan  Phase  II  came  into  being  in  1972  and  included  ID  single  family 
ui  ings . Plans  and  specifications  call  for  placing  these  residences  on 
mg  community  water  and  sewer  systems.  Construction  of  said  residences 
ties  has  not  yet  begun  in  this  phase  of  the  development. 


residcnti.i  1 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
l^tarmigan  Subdivision  No.  3 


December  5,  1973 
Page  Two 


The  Phase  III  development  of  5 single  family  residential  units  will  be  connected  to  the 
community  water  and  sewer  facilities.  Because  there  is  reserve  capacity  within  the  sys- 
tems to  provide  potable  water  and  also  treat  the  sanitary  waste  the  question  of  approval 
by  the  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences  has  largely  been  resolved.  En- 
gineering specifications  for  the  installation  of  piping  and  appurtenances  to  provide  tliose 
seirvices  has  been  under  review  and  appears  to  meet  the  required  standards. 

Solid  wastes  from  the  entire  Ptarmigan  development  is  disposed  of  by  contract  to  private 
haulage  with  ultimate  disposal  in  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  site. 


COMMENTS 


1.  Environmental  Impact  - Impact  from  the  completed  phases  of  the  project  have  been  un- 
usually light  considering  the  scope  of  development.  The  forested  nature  of  the  area 
has  remained  largely  intact  and  the  soils,  water  and  topography  which  might  be  postu- 
lated to  have  suffered  are,  to  all  appearances,  unaffected  except  at  the  point  of 
disturbance.  Physical  facility  standards  for  development  have  been  met  and  the  cul- 
tural impacts  have  not  as  yet  caused  any  overriding  known  critical  comment  from 
people  in  this  region. 

2.  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  - Two  unmeasured  adverse  factors  have  been  suggested. 

(1) .  Occupants  have  brought  numerous  household  pets  into  the  area,  and  people  know- 
la^eable  about  the  area  have  mentioned  that  these  animals  are  harrassing  wild  game  - 
especially  during  the  winter  season. 

(2) .  The  large  effluent  polishing  pond  is  possibly  seeping  an  unknown  amount  of  ef- 
fluent into  the  subsurface.  The  ultimate  fate  of  this  liquid,  with  its  seemingly  in- 
cluded dissolved  nutrients  is  a point  of  conjecture  for  people  living  down  grade  on 
the  Whitefish  Lake  shoreline. 

3.  Alternatives  - None  were  considered  once  it  had  been  established  that  existing  systems 
could  provide  satisfactory  services  and  that  the  Phase  III  development  would  be  conso- 
nent,  in  terms  of  environmental  impact,  with  that  which  had  gone  before. 

4.  This  division  action  considered  NOT  SIGNIFICANT. 

(1) .  The  basis  for  this  decision  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  land  use  decision  as  to 
the  development  of  this  specific  locale  has  already  been  made  in  the  de  facto  accept- 
ance of  the  Phase  I and  Phase  II  development. 

(2) .  No  troublesome  impacts  have  developed  to  this  date  from  this  project  and  the 
acceptance  of  five  new  lots  can  hardly  be  expected  to  alter  this  fact  if  existing 
standards  are  met. 

(3)  The  approval  of  this  small  subdivision  does  not  require  any  enlargement  of  the 
existing  water  supply  facility  or  existing  sewage  treatment  facility. 

(4) .  The  environmental  impact  is  considered  by  the  County  Areawide  Planning  Office 
to  be  so  low  that  the  subdivision  is  now  being  processed  by  the  (short  foirm)  Summary 
Review  Procedure. 


CONCLUSION 


j The  Summary  Review  Procedure  as  practiced  in  Flathead  County  requires  that  the  approval  (or 
disapproval)  of  water,  sewer  and  solid  waste  plans  be  submitted  to  the  Areawide  Planning 
•Organization  before  the  Plat  Review  is  made.  Therefore,  a copy  of  the  Certificate  of  Sub- 
division Approval  with  the  stated  conditions  for  approval  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Flathead 
County  Areawide  Planning  Organization  for  consideration  by  the  Planning  Board  while  hearing 
and  preparing  their  recommendations  for  the  Ptarmigan  No.  3 Subdivision. 


I ’ 7' 


■ ■ ' 'uwSlT s t -I  *#/■:' 

C!  ioK' 

• Ml  c.!  %l7-i4'’^4.J'iw  'tr‘»  ,Siio*t>|*«  iti»is»  '4»0.'«  £ ll»,  Jn-wtioIvjTOb 


1^  7.<?  Cv  4 J/T"  «»*v^ . 4P«i4 

.'t^^;  .'  ,?j'  I - "'^ 

V.3  Vi4.td«v-  y^(t  U i>  a^cKjo;  y»<>  .-rfj  wos3 

^ A A'.'...  M ..AT *<  ' v.  ^ . .J  .4  Oil  ij«  .*.  » * . IK  m,  4 BLj<rf^  '4'  f ri  t 


",W  ^»P  i#  p P,  ^ ■ J ,-_  ^ ■ ' J 


■r 


.1  #•“■ 

: ^ ' r :• 

ail  ..n.i-ji 


■■ «' 
r ■;  ,is: 


|t  V " V.^v''^'.-«f  .-■ari  .■•i>|if:q  orfj  oi-v/Ti  v 

|j^:;W;  1. '4ir  vnd.  Ui93«5io^  •»rf'i  gnlTt^bli/Tcu) 

-i.ljjna  d--arfw  •id<l«tr8i>q.33  hfiJi 

#11^''  ’..i-*  J'*Ti  4V»>d  Tffei 

« ''V*' .V  "'  ■'-i?-!  •-;v=i.?'^-a-j«?it>ml  3«rjx^vi^»  ' • ''T  *•  tia®'!  3 

it  


™ . o.»  ^,.4  11  .’rii  yj/ii  vj>«j  ^/ode^airu^  iruO'3«itni/#.^  iHiU03<^ 

Sl  » i'lw  i iiirJ'*'M  ‘Jitt  ty«na^fln  Mr- ttiv'ftjjf' >->*ir 

a?i&i-t."  -iv^  ft%  it^iyi'yyv  TjdtuM  .|^'r.So^^ 

T,J  ,,,>i*  liXS-’  Bdta  ' 

. . ' V 

irtW  W ‘ 3-,biik«ay  “ 11^12 

SK;4|>o  • 4<  Umnt  ta‘JK^oIno»b  ttt  Mfcd*!  ^♦•j  »ndi  )>xt»  &ajJv'-.b'» 

r — ^ , iMCii>d  3i>£>y  b/id  iH*i/fv  ,yyttfi'nf-  ,«Jci»&utf>^XviWo '10  a»T«a 

•-  Vm^  i nnp,  «»bV  i>.»  MAkKtw^rb,  ai^fF 

»lS*  prfs'.pj.'  ■|i«.’  I «Oj|<l-5Ab  *iip 


n .1- 


■■  s>-  .a»«t*,M6iu.  w s«T‘»hi«‘’"*  ""'f  *,“!i- jii5<?/?Tl 

n<j,*^io*»b  »w»  bnbi.  >*^3  ia^  •‘dS  #«.  T no^^f  iol 


a3;j»3i  r/b  ‘'jj  iti  %t^  n»»d  y^hturtlp  uJ  §tp  %<i  »tf^^ 

rirfa  rtisii  *iiit  tfl/gi  « *j('Xi«i«il  awoif^JUpot^i.,  ^ 

PSZwJ'ibA  7j  3' i^T  vldJ  i JjU  aJ  bttia^t&  ^Xbi id  oiO  •lol- v^  lo 

ir  ' ■'  , • >ai|;,p:t4  ■ - in  plfciiB-.l 


'dJ  io 


X»«  ♦iiiwpyi  “lac  biipH  nojaivib^oa  iXtiW*  ii® 

rfiftiaa aL^T ^ sgck»t  n(tJfJ»iJ{^.  H 

‘ ^ .7.1-'..*  '.  dH  TM  4..f  4.^  ^ A ^ <kwMk.U'.  a b -ft*4iL^ittV  r n a Villi  . ^t^L  ^'L4^J‘l 


<•  V-JAAib  « w4>  • n w»i4  «i  »« * ■*  p , % • ' ^ ap*'  • / iV  'i 

■»i>^VH/  ^3,1*.*./^  add  v^  4aA4imJt-TB3^Mi(»ttK)^  A^}  \ 

{r^»muZ  “li<>id-*>  ><f'5  >(d,  *w|aiyibdu«  •d'^J 


-«54b  -..  ■;. 

‘Mi*  .'■'  -ii 


V!;V>  rf. 


•3;  ”»»#  4tifl3  ♦.bilojMia  bi.-jHSi.JH  «l  b4»i3J**3<|  «•  •7dlk#4«»4 

jgfllcafci^  ftWvqvjA  bdJ  oS^iboj  *d  infti«J  *-Jbe%  bilo®,  U114 

du^.' W »a»^-lU3t#5  «4?t  ^9  %n9^  » ,«raol<«;»lXT  .fibm  %\  •p 


b#;CiJ3#i^  1103,  4>d  0j^j»vMob  Ad  «iKaiib»^3  ,^3^4 

Ji/Jii®ad  *4l:i^  til ao«  ^liJ  r,d  iipIXjiiabUooa  70?  floiJ»ai«4HPP^80‘^n*>*^  * 

_ ./*y^4a^  ' ,ri<k^t>-<lb402  lOH-  oas^madi  jd3'  ioX. 


PHASE  1 


■ndominium  bldgs,  with  7 units  each 


fhskill 


PHASE  2 


Whitefish  Water  Supply  Intake 


ingle-family  residential  units) 


PHASE  3 


(5  single-family  residential  units) 


10,000  gpd  Package  Treatment  Plant  and 


ZP  Million  Gallon  (Non-discharging)  Polishing  Pond 


Ca 

BayM 


Houstoi 


Whitefish  Water  Supply  Storage  Reservoir 


1 


I 


r 


IM4i  IB  y jB^gPw  > • •<’'  ■-.  1-  .>,.- 


•:  - ■ - • *---•■  ...  -1  >.  ' 


r V'i.'; 

*■.  ■ V. ' iSi,  • 


i\- 

'll  ’ » ■ ‘ift  friu 


p-;  \ ".'  -i.  K-J..*.,: 

/ i-r » '* 

\.  I ' A. ,-...■ 

. 'if'  ■ 

. JrM 


;;  V 'i  ■ y ■ 

■/.,  'f'Off'U't 

r i^.  ■ ^ ■ ■•• 


■(. 


' ‘Mur*  *iL-  ^Ef  m*  3 

•P4..  -^  '.  ,y  • * 

. t : tun  • ■.  ^ ^ Jjj 

.x.-ru  j-  _ yyi  ' 1 /4L^I 

• , ' ^ \,' . T “I* j^. ^ 1| FmLii y/flhiKiiiMBiE 


tM 


Si^ 


3]K4 


j, ' ..Mti-' 


y J1 


<7  - - .-  '.V  .—w«  ..it  . Ji#1 


iw'  ■-: 


MltEB  ‘ ■ v>. 

‘.Jl 


tk 


»V7««qA  'X^q<JM4  rf44lix#34xi^^ 

L»''.'\  ',,^.A-,vi-  ..'^ ^».i^jM‘tjMBfii  1*1 ' I’  r .4^  'ieUbt^^ 


> '1 


'liblai. 


r,* 


44lWkV-»V.  ' ^ ^4.^1  J 

iW---  - - 7*'|4L 


.Ji!« 


^ 8 
H 


!<,  8 


ueDortmento 


f 


eoit 


n 


‘T^ 


' ; 


and  Lnvironmenta 


STATE  a F S\n nrSJTAISj  A HELEN 4. MONTANA  59601 


3'  /V-  !<-/ 


March  8,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.O. 
OmECTOff 


Board  of  County  Coinmissioners,  Courthouse,  Flelena 
City- County  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 
City-County  Health  Department,  201  S.  Main,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 
Jack  Rice,  5947  Glass  Road,  Helena 
Kenneth  Johnson,  5976  Glass  Road,  Helena 
Michael  F.  Purcell,  220  S.  California,  Helena 
Ttoi.  J.  Purcell,  6060  Center  Lane,  Helena 
,^/State  Library,  Helena 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

Purcell  Sivine  Operation 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  follo;\ring 
negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  conceraing  a confined  swine  operation  which  has  been 
proposed  by  Michael  and  Vm,  Purcell.  They  have  made  application  for  a 
livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  this  proposed  operation  near 
Helena,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  infoim  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  \<;hich  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  will  be 
issued. 

Michael  and  IVm.  Purcell  propose  to  construct  and  operate  a confined 
swine  operation  of  approximately  500  head  in  the  NW  1/4,  NW  1/4,  Sec. 9, 

T.llN. , R.3W. , of  Lewis  and  Clark  County.  The  location  is  approximately 
12  miles  north  of  Helena  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map.  ITie  operation 
will  consist  of  farrowing  30-50  sows  and  feeding  to  market  weight  the  pigs 
w^hich  are  produced.  Tlie  livestock  will  be  totally  confined  within  buildings 
except  for  the  sow  exercise  areas. 

Waste  material  from  all  buildings  will  be  contained  in  pits  beneath 
slatted  floors  in  each  building  with  an  earthen  pit  located  outside  to  contain 
any  emergency  overflow.  Storage  capacity  exceeds  the  minimum  120  day  require- 
m.ent.  Waste  material  will  be  removed  periodically  and  spread  on  surrounding 
agricultural  land.  Three  hundred  or  more  acres  will  be  available  for  waste 
disposal . 

Any  livestock  operation  will  hace  an  effect  on  the  environment.  Adverse 
effects  can,  hov/ever,  l^e  minimized  through  a good  v.astc  management  progrann 
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Purcell  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

March  8,  1974 


Odors  are  most  noticeable  when  the  waste  material  is  spread  on  the  disposal 
area.  In  this  situation  the  surrounding  land  is  sparcely  populated  and  if 
the  v/aste  material  is  spread  when  the  ivind  will  carry  odors  away  from  occupied 
dwellings,  this  problem  should  be  minimized.  Flies  will  be  controlled 
through  the  distribution  of  fly  baits . 

Tlie  only  alternatives  available  would  be  to  deny  their  request  for  a 
peimit  or  for  the  applicant  to  select  an  alternate  site  for  this  type  of 
operation.  The  site  which  has  been  selected  appears  to  be  satisfactory  and 
a more  acceptable  site  might  be  difficult  to  locate. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


Deportment  of  Health  and  Ef^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5%oi 


JUN  2 0 1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


June  19,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  o£  Montana,  Helena 

Ml’S.  Rae  Servatius,  West  Yellowstone 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Me  Clellan,  Box  366,  West  Yellowstone 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Hallin,  501  South  Yellowstone  St.,  Livingston 

Yellowstone  National  Park,  Superintendent’s  Office,  Mammouth,  Wyoming  83020 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

City-County  Planning  Department,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 

City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 

Bozeman  Chronicle,  Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Ronald  Schleyer,  Lee  State  Bureau,  317  Allen,  Helena 

Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Assn.,  526  No.  Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Wayne  Thompson,  1317  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Duane  Bowles,  809  South  Third,  Bozeman 

Erwin  Lachenmaier,  1310  So.  Third  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Richard  C.  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Ken  Hapner,  1116  West  Curtiss,  Bozeman 

Jim  Goetz,  Bridge r Canyon,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

Dave  Vaughn,  1611  Willow  Way,  Bozeman 

Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 

Morris  Jaffe,  1311  So.  Black,  Bozeman 

John  Duncan,  116  West  Ridge  Drive,  Bozeman 

Terry  Eaelin,  430  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Dr.  Bill  Prunty,  1524  So.  Grand,  Bozeman 

Dr.  John  Fisher,  1603  South  Willson,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula 

Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Joe  Sabol,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 

Glen  Buss,  1312  So.  Black  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Assn.,  Route  1,  Box  1410,  Hamilton 
Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  E.  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 


MONTANA  siAre  ubrakv 
930  East  lyndole  A,«,„e 
f^elena,  Montana  59601 


Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Larry  Uman,  Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  o£  Montana,  Missoula 
Wesley  Bressler,  826  So.  Black,  Bozeman 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Rancho  Vista  Addition,  Horse 
Butte  Acres  Subdivision  Unit  No.  2 and  Horse  Butte  Acres,  proposed  sub- 
divisions in  Gallatin  County. 

Comments  or  questions  should  be  received  within  15  days. 

Sincerely  yours. 


‘/"t 

/// 


/ 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


DGW:APK;sh 

Enclosure 

cc:  Dan  Vichorek 


^^ON^ANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


June  19,  1974 

A Negative  Declaration  for 

RANCHO  VISTA  ADDITION,  HORSE  BUTTE  ACRES  SUBDIVISION  NO.  2 

and 

HORSE  BUTTE  ESTATES, 

proposed  subdivisions  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504 (b) (3) ; the 
act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005;  and  the  act  controlling 
water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  con- 
cerning the  proposed  Rancho  Vista  Addition,  Horse  Butte  Acres  Subdivision 
No.  2 and  Horse  Butte  Estates  subdivisions  in  Gallatin  County  for  which 
a rec^uest  has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau’s  intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  iinpact  statement.  This^ 
declaration  will  be  circulated  for  15  days  at  which  time  the  subdivision 
will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  coments  received. 

The  proposed  Rancho  Vista  Addition,  Horse  Butte  Acres  Subdivision  Unit  No. 

2 and  Horse  Butte  Estates  are  located  in  Section  25,  Township  12  South, 

Range  4 East,  MPM,  Gallatin  County,  Montana,  They  comprise  of  210.64 
acres  divided  into  47  lots.  Individual  water  and  sewer  systems  are 
proposed. 

An  extensive  environmental  assessment  has  been  prepared  by  Thomas  J.  Hallin 
and  Wesley  R.  Bressler  for  the  proposed  subdivisions.  Copies  are  avail- 
able for  public  inspection  at  the  Helena  office  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau,  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  and  the  Gallatin 
County  Health  Department.  Probable  hrpacts  of  the  project  on  the 
environment,  adverse  environmental  effects  which  cannot  be  avoided, 
relationship  between  local  short-term  use  of  the  environment  ^d 
maintenance  and  enhancement  of  long-term  productivity  and  any  irreversible 
or  irretrievable  commitment  of  resources  are  considered  in  the  environmental 
assessment. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  division  are  to  grant  certified  subdivision 
plat  approval  or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval.  This  division  s action 
is  considered  not  significant. 
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'JD^artment  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

* ' ^STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  5960i 


John  $.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 
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October  16,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial  Avenue, 

Bozeman 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Virginia  City 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Ennis 
Chris  Kraft,  Sanitarian,  Courthouse,  Dillon 
Gene  Wilkins,  M.D.,  County  Health  Officer,  Ennis 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 
Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of 
P lanning , He lena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North 
Bozeman  Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th 
Avenue,  Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture 
Center,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Ed  Mohler,  Gallatin  County  Tribune,  201  Mendenhall,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana, 
Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 
Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box 
1410,  Hamilton 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South 
Eighth,  Bozeman 

C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 


..  . •■/ndale  ^ - 

Vis’.sna,  ^iontono  r-^oO] 
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Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs,  Van  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Ennis 
U.  S.  Forest  Service,  Ennis 

Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  Ennis 
Madisonian,  122  West  Wallace,  Virginia  City 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Route  3,  Box  274,  Bozeman 
Raymond  Hurley,  Joe  Brooks  Chapter,  Trout  Unlimited, 
Box  271,  Livingston 
Skyline  Sportsman  Club,  Box  173,  Butte 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared 
by  Rainbow  Ranch  Phase  I,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Madi- 
son County,  Montana.  This  document  is  being  circulated  for 
your  information  and  comments. 

Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  the  water  supply 
system  and  sewage  disposal  system.  This  declaration  is 
intended  to  insure  all  concerned  groups  and  individuals 
that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  the 
Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  sub- 
division and  platting  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D,  G,  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


DGW;APK:sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Terry  Carmody 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


E.S.  74/390 


October  16,  1974 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 

RAINBOW  POINT  PHASE  I, 


a proposed  subdivision  in  Madison  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section 
69-6504(b) (3),  R.C.M.  1947;  the  act  controlling  both  public 
and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions. 
Section  69-5001  through  69-5009,  R.C.M,  1947;  and  the  act 
controlling  water  pollution.  Sections  69-4801  through  69- 
4827,  R.C.M.  1947,  the  following  negative  declaration  is 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality 
Bureau,  concerning  Rainbow  Point  Phase  I,  a proposed  sub- 
division in  Madison  County  for  which  a submittal  has  been 
received  requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public 
of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  a full 
environmental  impact  statement.  This  document  will  be  cir- 
culated for  15  days. 

The  proposed  Rainbow  Point  Subdivision  Phase  I is  located 
in  Sections  3 and  4,  Township  3 South,  Range  1 West,  MPM. 

It  cons its  of  42.90  total  acres  with  32.80  acres  divided 
into  21  lots,  6.80  acres  in  open  space,  and  3.30  acres  in 
roads.  The  master  plan  for  Rainbow  Point  Subdivision  calls 
for  development  of  175  acres  with  80  acres  being  divided 
into  56  lots,  75  acres  of  open  space  and  20  acres  of  roads 
located  in  Sections  33  and  34,  Township  4 South,  Range  1 
West  and  Sections  33  and  34,  Township  5 South,  Range  1 West, 

MPM,  The  minimum  lot  area  would  be  1,06  acres.  The  land 
is  currently  being  used  to  pasture  livestock. 

Drilled  wells  appear  to  be  a feasible  source  of  domestic 
water.  Wells  in  the  general  area  indicate  water  at  70  to 
140  feet  with  flows  of  8 to  22  gallons  per  minute. 

It  has  been  reported  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Service 
that  there  should  be  no  high  groundwater  problems.  No 
water  was  encountered  in  the  ten-foot  test  holes  that  were 


dug.  From  the  data  submitted,  it  is  deemed  that  the  use  of 
septic  tanks  and  drainfields  are  a valid  concept  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  The  proposed  subdivision  is  located  on  a bluff. 

2.  There  are  no  apparent  high  groundwater  problems. 

3.  Drainfields  can  be  kept  a minimum  of  200  feet 
from  the  high  water  level  of  Ennis  Lake. 

4.  There  is  no  evidence  to  indicate  pollution  of 
ground  or  surface  waters. 

Approved  solid  waste  disposal  facilities  are  available  to  the 
proposed  subdivision. 

Environmental  Impacts  and  Irretrievable  Commitments 

1.  Agricultural  productivity  of  42.9  acres  of  native 

range  land  will  be  lost.  It  should  be  noted  that  herbage 
production  is  extremely  low  due  to  the  climatic  and 
soil  conditions. 

2.  The  increasing  use  of  land  in  this  area  for  seasonal 
cabins  and  vacation  homes  contributes  to  the  alteration 
of  a rural  landscape  to  a suburban  landscape. 

3.  There  is  the  commitment  of  natural  resources  and  energy 
resources  to  the  development  of  second  homes.  This 
would  be  applicable  to  any  proposed  subdivision  designed 
for  seasonal  market. 

Alternatives  Available  to  this  Department 

There  are  two  basic  alternatives  available  to  this  department 
with  respect  to  this  subdivision.  They  are  approval  or  non- 
approval. Plans  and  specifications  for  the  individual  water 
supply  systems,  individual  sewage  disposal  system,  and  solid 
waste  disposal  facilities  appear  to  be  in  compliance  with 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences' 
standards.  This  department's  action  is  considered  not 
significant. 


This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  P.  Keppner , B.S.F., 
M.S.,  Soils  Scientistist , Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  utilizing  information  prepared  by  Survco, 
Inc . 
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A Negative  Declaration 
for 


RIDGEVIEW  SUBDIVISION 


A proposed  subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)(3),  the  act 
controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions, 
Section  69-5001  to  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  to 
4823,  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  State  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  concerning  the  proposed 
Ridgeview  Subdivision,  located  near  Kalispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  interested  agencies  and  parties  of 
the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 's  intention  to  approve  the  sub 
division  known  as  Ridgeview  Subdivision  without  the  preparation  of  a full  environmental 
impact  statement . 


The  subdivision,  also  known  it  its  preliminary  conception  as  Rocky  Review,  and  later  as 
Ridgeview  Addition,  is  owned  and  is  being  developed  by  Mr.  Danno  Anderson  of  Kalispell. 
(Surveyor  for  the  project  was  Mr.  Doug  Bishop,  registered  land  surveyor,  and  assistance 
kn  designing  the  water  system  was  provided  by  Billmayer,  Inc.,  all  parties  from  Kalispell. 
The  subdivision  consists  of  15  lots,  and  occupies  8.2  acres  just  north  of  the  Kalispell 
:ity  limits  as  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  subdivision  would  utilize  an  approved  water  system,  and  individual  septic  tank  - 
Irainfield  systems  for  sewage  disposal.  The  land  is  cleared,  and  has  been  used  for 
jrazing  in  the  past.  The  dominant  soil  type  is  listed  in  capability  unit  VI,  a poor 
jrade  of  soil  for  agricultural  use.  The  subsoil  is  very  gravelly,  providing  good  sewage 
jiisposal,  and  water  wells  are  deep  in  the  area,  minimizing  chances  of  contamination. 

The  area  is  in  a logical  region  of  expansion  for  the  City  of  Kalispell,  and  is  included 
!Ln  the  "future  city  service  area"  as  defined  in  the  Kalispell  Areawide  Water  and  Sewer 
*lan,  for  both  water  and  sewer  services. 


iS  there  appears  to  be  no  conflicting  use  of  the  area,  no  opposition  to  the  development, 
tnd  no  significant  adverse  environmental  effects,  it  is  recommended  that  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  approve  the  subject  subdivision. 

■HIS  STATEMENT  HAS  BEEN  PREPARED  BY; 

i>avid  Nunnallee,  BSCE,  MSCE,  PE,  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  Montana  State  Department 
If  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  Related  experience  includes  six  years  of  work  as 
I sanitary  engineer  for  the  States  of  Washington  and  Montana. 
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COPIES  SENT  TO : 


1.  Mr.  Danno  Anderson,  58  Rising  Sun  Circle,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

2.  Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

3.  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  6e  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 

4.  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

5.  Mr.  Art  Clarkson,  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 

6.  Montana  Water  Resources  Board,  Mitchell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT  59601 

7.  Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 

Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 

8.  Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 

9.  Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 

0.  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

1.  Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

2.  B.C.  McIntyre,  MD,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 

3.  Mr.  Les  Espeland,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
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A Negative  Declarat^nn 


for 

Rogers  Lake  Subdivision 
A Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


MAR  2 7 1974 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  Section  (^\ 

section  6, -^SO.  to  4823.  :L%:tirL” 

Sciencr%<  r ""  Environmental  Sciences,  EnvironLntal  ' ' 

■"’Eers  lskc  s„8divisi..  mcatea 


Description  of  Proposed  Action; 

, state  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  has  received 

n::  3^”3“?:s:°a“r:::il‘^L‘:^^^J•ac^::--  - 3.3\c"e^^:jnimnm 

lot  heLribo:?  6oo‘j:erd?s:a:ci"froTt^% 

Covenants  would  prevent  resubdivision  of  the  lots  into  smaller  parcels. 


Reasons  for  Negative  Declarat 


ion 


hJ^  negative  declaration,  rather  than  a full  environmental  impact  statement 
ra  being  prepared  for  Rogers  Lake  Subdivision  for  the  following  reasons^  ’ 

® although  unofficial,  one.  It  was 

orglnally  surveyed  in  May,  1972  and  at  the  present  time  six  of  the 
fourteen  lots  are  sold,  and  some  houses  have  been  constructed. 

(2)  Other  scattered  development  exists  in  the  area,  particularly  along 
the  nearby  shore  of  Rogers  Lake.  ® 

P-^^^ooe  of  a nearby  gravel 
pit  indicate  that  septic  tank-drainf ield  systems  would  be  suited 
to  the  area , 


(4)  Individual  wells  in  the  area  indicate  domestic  water  is  available. 

(5)  The  proposed  lots  are  large,  and  covenants  prohibit  resubdlvldlng. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Rogers  Lake  Subdivision 


March  20,  1974 
Page  Two 


Recommendations : 


In  view  of  the  above  considerations,  it  is  recommended  that  the 
ogers  Lake  Subdivision  be  approved  subject  to  the  following  condition: 

stipulated  for  each  lot,  based  on 

percolation  test  results. 

This  Negative  Declaration  has  been  Prepared  hy 

tovid  Nunnallea,  BSCE,  MSCE,  PE,  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  Montana 
State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  Related  expIrlLe 

and  MonLL“‘  states  of  Washington 


Copies  Sent  To: 

Mr.  William  R.  Jenkinson,  Box  32  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena  MT  59601 
Mr.  Jim  Posewitz.  Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept  Helena.  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  6e  Environmental  Sciences  Attn-  Art  ri;,rWcr>n  u i 
Montana  Water  Resources  Board,  Mitchell  Bldg.  Helena,  MT  59601  ’ " 

on  ana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Dlv.  of  Planninz  & 
Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  59601  ‘'‘inning  & 

Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave.  Helena 
Mr,  Ben  Wake,  Adm.  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena 

Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse  Kalispell 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization  3 Fori  Bldg.  Kalispell  ^ 

B.  C McIntyre,  MD  Flathead  Co  Health  Officer  Box  427  Whitefish  MT  59937 
M^  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919  Kalispell  * 

Mr.  Dean  Marquardt,  809  1st  Ave.  E Kalispell 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 

Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  bciences 


STATE  OF  MQIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


August  9,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 


-^John  o.  Anderso 
JHiC  13  DIRECTOR 


o^ate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Kali  spell 

City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  The  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Co.  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 

Les  Espeland,  Co.  San.,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Ron  de  Yong,  Route  5,  Box  36A,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Tom  Siderius,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Richard  Hagen,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Clifford  Brenneman,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Art  Johnson,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Peter  Hertlein,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Bud  Wendt,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Phil  Moellring,  Route  4,  Kalispell 

WlOMlANA  SIAIE  UBRART 

A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  Lyndol«  Avenue 

FOR  the  ALorKi  59601 

RON  DE  YONG  SWINE  OPERATION  Helena,  ivx 


Pursuant  to  the  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  conerning  the  Ron  de  Yong  confined  swine  operation  and  his 
request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  near  Kalispell, 
Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care 
to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 


Mr.  de  Yong  has  operated  since  1959  an  existing  confined  swine  operation 
having  a capacity  for  approximately  200  head.  The  feeding  operation  consists 
of  one  total  confinement  building  and  is  located  in  the  northeast  quarter  of 
the  northwest  quarter  of  Sec.  14,  T.  28  N.,  R 21  W. , of  Flathead  County. 

The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  feeding  facility  consists  of  an  open  front  building  with  a concrete 
floor  extending  out  in  front  of  the  building.  The  animals  are  totally 
confined  within  this  area.  The  floors  of  the  confinement  facility  are  sloped 
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so  that  the  waste  material  which  falls  on  the  floor  will  gradually  move  with 
the  assistance  of  the  movement  of  animals  toward  the  outside  of  the  pens. 
This  waste  material  is  then  removed  each  week  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  240  acres  of  cropland  is  available  for 
waste  disposal.  In  the  event  that  weather  conditions  prohibit  the  field 
disposal  of  the  waste  material,  it  is  stockpiled  in  an  area  which  through 
natural  topography,  provides  total  containment  of  this  waste  material.  This 
area  would  also  retain  any  runoff  which  might  occur  from  the  feeding  area 
itself. 

Flies  around  the  confinement  facility  have  not  been  a problem  due  to 
frequent  removal  of  the  waste  material  and  by  maintaining  dry  conditions. 
Should  a fly  problem  develop,  a spraying  program  would  be  undertaken.  Dead 
animals  are  disposed  of  at  the  county  refuse  disposal  site. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment, but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good 
waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in 
this  application  is  adhered  to,  the  problem  of  air  pollution  should  be  mini- 
mal . 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  de  Yong  would  be  to  relocate  the 
existing  operation.  The  operation  in  questions  appears  to  be  located  in 
an  agricultural  area  and  unless  this  operation  has  been  a serious  source  of 
air  or  water  pollution  in  the  past,  the  cost  of  relocation  does  not  appear 
justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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ZteDortment  01  Hea  th  and  Erwrcrmenla  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  5960i 


July  18,  J975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


1)  dopveS 


Bu  \i-e- 

State  Librciry,  Halena 

Board  of  Counly  CornruT ssi oners , Wheatland  County  Courthouse,  Harlowton 
[£.  R.  Isern,  R.S.,  Co.  San.,  Box  1150,  Lewistown 
Envi ronmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

James  K.  Ross,  Cooperative  Extension  Service,  P.  0.  Box  740,  Le'wistov/n 
Tom  Glennie,  Jr.,  Judith  Gap 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 
ROSS  RANCH 


JUL  2 2 1973 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Ross  Ranch  and  a request  by 
Mr.  James  K.  Ross  for  a waste  discharge  per-mit  for  this  operation  near 
Judith  Gap,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
win  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  James  K.  Ross  currently  operates  a confined  swine  operation 
located  in  the  NEl,  SE%,  Sec.  20,  T.  10  N.,  R.  IS  E.,  of  wheaciand  County. 
The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map.  This  opera- 
tion currently  has  capacity  for  approximately  250  pigs  which  are  confined 
in  open  lot  areas.  Mr.  Ross  proposes  to  expand  this  operation  through 
the  construction  of  a total  confinement  building  which  would  be  used  as 
a finishing  unit.  After  such  modification,  this  facility  would  have 
capacity  for  approximately  500  pigs. 

As  previously  indicated  the  majority  of  the  pigs  are  fed  in  open 
lot  areas.  Haste  material  v/hich  accumulates  on  the  feeding  surface  is 
periodically  ranoved  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land. 

An  area  of  approximately  15  acres  is  currently  used  for  waste  disposal. 
Waste  material  from  the  livestock  in  the  proposed  confinement  building 
would  be  contained  in  liquid  manure  pits  located  beneath  the  building. 

The  waste  material  which  accumulates  within  this  pit  would  be  periodi- 
cally removed  and  disposed  of  on  the  same  agricultural  land. 


Ross  Ranch 
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Due  to  the  relatively  flat  topography  of  the  area,  surface  runoff 
from  the  open  lot  portion  of  this  animal  confinement  facility  would  be 
prevented  from  reaching  state  waters.  Likewi.^e,  with  proper  management, 
the  disposal  of  the  waste  material  removed  from  the  liquid  manure  pit 
should  not  result  in  the  discharge  of  livestock  waste  to  state  waters. 

Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled 
through  • routine  spraying  program.  Odors  are  minimized  through  fre- 
quent reinoval  of  waste  material  to  prevent  excessive  buildup.  Dead 
animals  v/ill  be  disposed  of  through  burning  or  burial  at  an  acceptable 
location. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surroundi 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
adherence  to  a good  wasce  management  program.  The  waste  control  facili- 
ties and  waste  management  program  proposed  in  this  application  for  a 
waste  discharge  permit  should  provide  adequate  protection  to  the  environ- 
ment. 

The  only  alternatives  available  to  Mr.  Ross  would  be  relocation  of 
the  existing  facilities  or  maintain  the  facilities  at  their  existing 
capacity.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or 
water  pollution  from  the  existing  animal  confinement  facility;  and  since 
the  operation  is  located  in  an  agricultural  area,  it  is  doubtful  that 
the  expansion  would  have  significant  adverse  effects  on  the  surrounding 
land. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 
DIRECTOR 


1 9 1974 


kate  Library,  Helena 

Board  o£  County  Commissioners,  Glacier  County  Courthouse,  Cut  Bank 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Glacier  County  Courthouse,  Cut  Bank 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Russell  L.  Johnson,  Box  1404,  Cut  Bank 

Axel  Hanson,  North  Cut  Bank,  Cut  Bank 

Phil  Michaels,  North  of  Cut  Bank 

Don  Bradley,  north  of  Cut  Bank 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

RUSSELL  JOHNSON  SIVINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a livestock  waste  control 
facility  permit  for  the  Russell  Johnson  swine  operation  located  north  of 
Cut  Bank,  Montana.  The  request  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Russell  L.  Johnson. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  v;ill  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  ii/hich  time  a decision  will  be  made 
as  to  whether  or  not  a permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on 
this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted  time. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  operated  since  1958  a confined  swine  operation  having 
a maximum  capacity  of  approximately  1,500  animals.  The  confined  swine 
operation  is  located  in  the  Southwest  quarter.  Northwest  quarter,  of  Section 
33,  Township  36  North,  Range  5 West  of  Glacier  County.  The  location  of 
this  operation  is  approximately  15  miles  north,  2 miles  east  and  1/2  north 
of  Cut  Bank,  Montana  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

This  confined  swine  operation  consists  of  farrowing  through  finishing. 
Mr.  Johnson  currently  has  two  farrowing  bams,  one  sow  bam,  one  feeding 
bam  and  an  open  feeding  area.  The  pigs  are  farrowed  within  the  total 
confinement  bam  and  as  the  litters  are  weaned,  they  are  transferred  to  the 
feeding  bam  where  they  will  remain  until  they  are  approximately  140  pounds. 
At  that  time  they  will  be  moved  to  the  open  feeding  area  for  finishing.  The 
waste  material  which  is  produced  within  the  buildings  drops  through  slatted 
floors  into  liquid  manure  pits  located  beneath  each  building.  Each  of  these 
pits  is  sized  in  accordance  vvith  the  number  of  livestock  to  be  held  within 
the  building  and  each  provides  sufficient  capacity  to  store  in  excess  of 
120  days  waste  production.  Wastewater  is  generated  from  the  open  feedlot 
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when  precipitation  falls  on  the  feeding  area,  resulting  in  surface  runoff. 

This  surface  runoff  is,  however,  contained  in  a natural  pond  located  north 
of  the  feeding  area.  There  is  no  discharge  of  wastewater  from  this  pond  to 
state  waters.  Waste  material  is  removed  periodically  from  the  liquid  manure 
pit  and  from  the  surface  of  the  open  feeding  area  and  spread  on  the  adjacent 
agricultural  land.  Approximately  2600  acres  of  crop  land  is  available  for 
waste  disposal. 

Flies  in  the  area  around  the  confinement  operation  are  controlled  through 
a spraying  program  and  the  application  of  fly  bait.  Dead  animals  are  disposed 
of  by  burial  on  the  owners  property. 

While  any  livestock  operation  may  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  ade- 
quate waste  control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management  program.  In  the 
case  of  this  existing  operation,  water  pollution  problems  should  be  nearly 
eliminated  through  the  control  facilities  that  have  been  constructed  and  the 
waste  management  program  which  is  followed.  This  program  should  also  minimize 
the  air  pollution  or  odor  problem.  The  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  has 
been  indicated  to  be  from  the  southwest  which  should  further  reduce  the  air 
pollution  problem. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Johnson  would  be  the  relocation  of 
the  existing  operation.  To  our  knowledge,  this  operation  has  not  had  signi- 
ficant adverse  environmental  effects  on  the  surrounding  area,  and  relocation 
does  not  seem  justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena 


.MONTANA  59601 


JlilV  2 4 7974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.  D. 

DIRECTOR 


June  21,  1974 


Honorable  Tom  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Helena 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Stanford 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Stanford 
E.  R.  Isern,  District  Sanitarian,  Box  1150,  Lewistown 
George  N.  Engler,  Forest  Supervisor,  Lewis  and  Clark  National 
Forest,  Great  Falls 
James  R,  Noel,  Box  697,  Hobson 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Stanford 
Stanford  Ranger  Station,  Stanford 


Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  Russell  Point  Ranch 
Tracts,  a proposed  subdivision  in  Judith  Basin  County,  Montana. 

All  questions  and  comments  should  be  received  within  15  days. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW:AWC:sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Dan  Vichorek 

Terry  Carmody 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  East  Lyndale  Avenus 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


I 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

June  21,  1974 

NEGATIVE  DECU'.^IATION  FOR 

RUSSELL  POINT  RANCH  TRACTS,  A PROPOSED  SUBDIVISION 

IN 

JUDITH  BASIN  COUNTY,  MONTANA 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504 (b) 
(3)  , the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private 

and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69 

5005,  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution.  Section 

60-4807  the  following  negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  D 

partment  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  laich""^^ 

Division  Water  Quality  Bureau,  concerning  the  Russell  Poinu  Rancn 
Tracts  a proposed  subdivision  in  Judith  Basin  County,  Montana,  for 
wSch  a ?eqLIt  has  been  received  for  removal  of  sanrtary  restrrctron, 

on  the  plat. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  govern- 
mental  Agencies  and  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau 

intent  not  to  write  a full  environmental  impact  statement.  Th 

declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  15  which 

time  Russell  Point  Ranch  Tracts  will  be  reviewed  in  light 

comments  received. 

The  proposed  subdivision  is  located  in  Judith  . 

the  site  of  the  old  Trask  Ranch  about  16  miles  southwest  of  Utic 
of about  to  miles  due  south  of  Stanford,  Montana;  however,  there 
are  no  access  roads  into  the  area  from  Stanford.  The  only  access 
to  the  site  is  south  from  Windom  or  west  from  Hobson.  The  sub 
divlSoriiel  on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Judith  River  in  the  Burley 
Peak  area.  The  map  description  is  part  of  the  Homestead  Entry 
Survey  #156,  Township  12  North,  Range  11  East,  MPM,  Judith  Basin 
CounS,  Montana,  or  portions  of  the  northeast  1/4  of  Section  34, 
and  tL  northwest  1/4  of  Section  35,  with  an  area  of  36.5  acres 
which  will  provide  23  tracts. 

T+-  ic,  nroposed  that  individual  wells  and  individual  septic  tanks 
^ill  bfusefon  Lch  lot.  The  general  soils  of  the  area  are  Skaggs- 
Duncom  and  Hughesville-Duncom  soils  associations,  sandy  and 
gravelly  clay  with  slabby  limestone  fragments 

Le  fool  of  Lrk  top  soil.  Percolation  tests  indicate  a rate  of 
from  2 1/2  to  six  minutes  for  the  water  to  drop  one  inch.  The 
land  slopes  from  less  than  5 percent  grade  on  the  southeast 
portion  of  the  development  to  58  percent  on  the  west  side  of  the 
qmith  Fork  of  the  Judith  River.  There  are,  however,  benches  on  _ 
the  steep  side  of  the  development  which  may  be  suitable  for  housing 
and  sewage  disposal  facilities. 


There  is  one  area  involving  part  of  Tract  17  and  18  on  which  there 
IS  water  standing  in  a swampy  area  and  the  groundwater  elevation 
IS  relatively  high. ^ However,  there  is  approximately  a four-foot 
bench  between  the  river  side  of  these  tracts  and  the  portion 
adjacent  to  Trask  Trail.  Additional  soils  studies  are  bei -g  made 
in  these  areas -to  determine  if  there  will  be  suitable  site  , on 
these  tracts  for  building  purposes.  It  has  been  recommended  to 
the  developers  that  an  additional  soil  test  hole  be  placed  on  the 
bench  in  the  southwest  portion  of  Tract  17,  on  the  boundary 

Tractrs^'anfL^^  between 


The  river  fall  through  the  development  is  very  steep,  and  there 
IS  a considerable  deep  bank  on  each  side  to  confine  the  river  to 
this  channel.  There  is  approximately  four-foot  difference  in 
elevation  between  the  water  elevation  of  the  river  and  the  ground 
elevation  in  the  portion  of  Tract  18  on  which  water  is  standing. 

It  IS  proposed  to  drain  this  wet  area  by  cutting  a ditch  to  the 
river.  This  will,  in  all  probability,  lower  the  groundwater  table 
in  this  area.  Except  for  the  portion  of  Tract  17  and  18,  and 
the  steep  land  west  of  the  river  on  Tracts  14  and  15,  the  other 
portions  of  the  development  are  suitable  for  building  sites. 

Final  approval  of  the  installation  of  septic  tanks  and  drainfields 
on  individual  lots  will  be  based  on  the  local  approval  by  the 
district  sanitarian. 


e probable  impact  of  this  project  will  be  those  associated  with 
the  residential  use  of  a mountainous  meadow.  This  area  is  much 
better  suited  for  a subdivision  development  than  some  of  the 
others  in  the  immediate  vicinity  which  are  being  divided. 


The  data  submitted  by  the  developer  appears  to  comply  v^ith  the 

Section  69-5001  through  69-5005  and  Section 
69  4801  through  69-4827  and  by  regulation  MAC  16-2 . 14 ( 10) -S14340 . 
Compliance  with  the  law  and  regulation  presents  one  option  to 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  and  that  is  to 
approve  those  portions  of  the  project  that  are  found  to  be  suitable 
^2^4. development.  The  project  has  received  the  approval 
of  the  county  commissioners  of  Judith  Basin  County  and  the  plat 
IS  presently  on  file  in  the  county  courthouse  with  sanitary 
restrictions  imposed. 


n light  of  the  fact  that  soil  and  water  conditions  are  acceptable 
or  individual  water  and  sewer  facilities  on  most  of  the  lots,  the 
department  proposes  to  remove  the  sanitary  restriction  from  all 
acceptable  lots.  Those  that  may  be  problem  areas  will  not  be 
approved  until  additional  information  is  obtained  by  the  local 
sanitarian  for  each  of  the  specific  lots  excluded. 


This  declaration  was  prepared  by  A.  W.  Clarkson,  B.S.,  M.S.,  Civil 
Engineering,  with  information  furnished  by  the  developer. 
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Board  of  County  Commissioners^  Courthouse^  Bozeman 
City- County  Planniv^  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City- County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergov elemental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Deve  lopment.  He  I ena 
Mr.  Homer  Julian,  Route  1,  Bozeman 
Mr.  Martin  Walker,  Route  1,  Bozeman 
Mr.  Ken  Walker,  Route  1,  Bozeman 
Mr.  Gih  Robertson,  Route  1,  Box  407  A,  Bozeman 
Mr.  William  J . McMannis,  Route  1,  Bozeman 
Mrs.  Pearl  Reed,  Route  1,  Bozeman 
Russell  Westlake,  Route  1,  Box  416,  Bozeman 
State  Library,  Helena 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  RUSSELL  WESTLAKE  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  nega- 
tive declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  the  Russell  Westlake  swine  operation  and  his  request  for  a 
livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  near  Bozeman,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
lo  whether  or  not  a permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this 
application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  time. 

Mr.  Westlake  currently  operates  a confined  swine  feeding  operation  with 
a maximum  total  capacity  of  1,000  head  in  the  SE^^,  NE^,  Sec.  13*  T.  IS., 

R.  5 E.,  Gallatin  County,  approximately  5 miles  north  of  Bozeman,  Montana. 

The  location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  livestock  are  primarily  contained  within  two  open  front,  concrete 
floored  buildings.  One  additional  building  and  several  open  lots  are  used 
on  occasion.  Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the  feeding  floor  will  be 
cleaned  at  least  every  other  day  into  pits  located  adjacent  to  the  txTO 
larger  buildings.  Runoff  created  by  precipitation  on  the  open  feeding  area 
will  also  be  contained  within  these  same  pits.  Gutters  have  been  installed 
on  either  end  of  the  feeding  floors  to  prevent  a discharge  of  waste  onto 
the  ground  surface  and  instead  direct  the  waste  into  the  pits.  The  waste 
material  will  be  removed  weekly  as  weather  permits.  This  waste  material 


Russell  Westlake  Swine  Operation 
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will  be  disposed  of  by  spreading  on  180  acres  of  agricultural  land.  The 
spreading  will  be  done  as  far  away  from  occupied  dwellings  as  possible  and 
when  wind  xr/ill  carry  odors  away  from  those  dwellings.  Stockpiling  of  wastes 
will  be  kept  to  a minimum. 

\7hile  detailed  wind  direction  information  is  not  available  at  the 
exact  site  of  the  feeding  operation,  it  is  generally  found  that  winds  will 
parallel  the  nearby  mountain  range.  If  that  is  the  case,  the  prevailing 
winds  should  be  from  either  the  north-northwest  or  the  south-southeast. 

Flies  will  be  controlled  through  a spraying  and  baiting  program  estab- 
lished with  the  assiscance  of  the  Gallatin  County  Cooperative  Extension 
Service. 

Dead  animals  will  be  removed  immediately  and  buried  in  a pit  located 
west  of  the  swine  operation. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment,  but 
adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
IThile  problems  have  been  experienced  with  this  operation  in  the  past,  the 
improvements  proposed  for  both  the  physical  facility  and  the  waste  manage- 
ment program  should  result  in  a marked  reduction  of  adverse  environmental 
effect.  Odors  should  be  minimized  by  the  proposed  x^aste  management  program. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Westlake  would  be  to  relocate 
the  existing  operation.  Such  action  would  not  be  necessary  if  the  proposed 
waste  management  program  is  followed. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Department  or  Heath  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  IVIOIMTAIMA  Helena, Montana  59601 


May  24,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


/ W6l  0 6 

4tate  Library,  Helena 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Richland  County  Courthouse,  Sidney  Mnv  oO  197^ 

R.  D.  Harper,  M.D. , Co.  Health  Officer,  209  2nd  S.E.,  Sidney  *’ 

John  Geach,  Co.  San.,  Box  868,  Sidney 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Mr.  Robert  Iforan,  Box  788,  Sidney 
Mr.  Dean  Youngquist,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Dr.  Oscar  Gram,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  John  LeSueur,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  Roy  Hagen,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  R.  W.  Treloar,  Route  1,  Sidney 
M:.  Palmer  Norby,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  Emil  Fink,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  Robert  Brown,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  Harold  Buxbaum,  Route  1,  Sidney 
Mr.  Henry  Hamburg,  Skaar  Route,  Sidney 
Mr.  Carl  Dahle,  Skaar  Route,  Sidney 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

SIDNEY  RED- E-MIX,  INC.  FEEDLOT 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a livestock  waste  control 
facility  permit  for  a proposed  confined  livestock  operation  located  approxi- 
mately two  miles  south  of  Sidney,  Montana.  This  request  was  submitted  by 
the  Sidney  Red- E-Mix,  Incorporated. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  applica- 
tion for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

Sidney  Red-E-Mix,  Inc.  has  proposed  to  construct  a confined  livestock 
feeding  operation  having  a maximum  capacity  of  900  cattle  and  200  swine. 

The  proposed  feeding  operation  would  encompass  approximately  9 acres  and 
would  be  located  in  the  S E N E % of  Sec.  9,  T.  22  N. , R.  59  E.,  of 

Richland  County.  The  location  of  this  proposed  operation  is  shown  on  the 
attached  map. 


Sidney  Red- E-Mix,  Inc. 
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The  topography  of  the  proposed  feeding  area  is  relatively  flat  with 
a gradual  slope  of  approximately  1 percent  to  the  south.  Due  to  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  area,  extraneous  drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  feeding  ; 
area.  Runoff  from  the  feedlot  would  be  contained  in  a proposed  retention  pond  j 
located  on  the  south  end  of  the  feeding  area.  This  retention  pond  would  have  I 
capacity  to  store  a minimum  of  25.2  acre- inches  of  runoff.  The  waste  material  ! 
will  then  be  removed  from  the  retention  pond  following  each  runoff  event  and  ' 
disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Approximately  140  acres  of  agri- 
cultural land  is  available  for  waste  disposal.  The  waste  material  which 
accumulates  on  the  feedlot  surface  will  be  removed  at  least  twice  per  year 
and  again  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  I 

i 

Flies  in  this  area  will  be  controlled  by  a routine  spraying  program  or  j 
with  electronic  bug  attractors.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  j 

local  rendering  plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environ- 
ment, but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  i 

waste  management  program.  Water  pollution  problems  should  be  minimized  or  i 
eliminated  through  the  construction  of  the  proposed  control  facility  and  air  i 
pollution  or  odors  should  be  minimized  through  the  waste  management  program  | 
which  has  been  proposed.  The  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind  is  indicated  ! 
to  be  from  the  northwest  and  as  such  should  further  minimize  adverse  conditions! 
for  surrounding  property  owners . 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  regarding  this  proposed  ' 

operation  would  be  the  selection  of  an  alternate  site.  The  land  on  which  | 

the  feedlot  is  proposed  is  owned  by  the  Sidney  Red- E-Mix,  Inc.  and  as  such 
would  be  a logical  location  for  the  confined  feeding  operation  if  adequate  j 
protection  of  the  environment  can  be  provided.  A site  further  removed  from 
the  community  of  Sidney  might  be  available,  but  it  might  be  difficult  to  { 

satisfy  other  requirements  of  a good  site  for  a confined  feeding  operation.  I 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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DeDortmentof  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MONTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


2 S 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


April  17,  1974 


Board  of  County  Conimissioners,  Courthouse,  Superior 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Superior 
Environraental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning,  Helena 
Dave  Nunnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

S^dent  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
ix^ntana  State  Librar)’",  Helena 
Mineral  Publishing  Company,  106  Second  Avenue  West,  Superior- 
Cliff  Foy,  City-County  Health  Department,  Courthouse  Annex,  Missoula 
bh  S.  Forest  Service,  309  Main,  Superior 

Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Missoula 
H.  Gene  Warren,  band  Surveyor,  Box  173,  Haugan 
Don  E.  Felstet,  Superior 
Dale  Sverdsten,  Superior 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Consen'-ation,  Helena 


Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  negati.ve  declaration  has  been  prepared  for  Snow  Cap  Peaks 
Subdivision  in  Mineral  County,  Montana. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  let  us  knoxv’. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Qiaality  Bureau 
Environm.entai  Sciences  Division 
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MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


A Negative  Declaration 
for 


April  17,  1974 


SNDW  CAP  PEAKS, 

a proposed  subdivision  in  Mineral  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504(b) (3) ; 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sei>[age  disposal 
for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005;  and  the  act  to  control 
water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  following  negative 
declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Water  Quality  Bureau  concerning 
the  proposed  Snoiv  Cap  Peaks  Subdivision  near  Superior  in  Mineral  County, 
Montana,  for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting  subdivision  plat 
approval . 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  infoim  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau’s  intent  not  to  write  a full  environmental  impact  statement.  This 
declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  15  days,  at  which  time 
Snow  Cap  Peaks  Subdivision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  comments  received. 

The  proposed  Snow  Cap  Peaks  Subdivision  is  a 125.42-acre  tract  of  land 
located  in  Section  13,  Township  17  North,  Range  27  West,  MFM,  Mineral 
County,  Montana,  about  six  miles  west  of  Superior.  It  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Clark  Fork  River  and  on  the  south  by  a county  road  and  the 
Burlington  Northern  Railroad  (see  attached  map).  The  22  lots  would  be 
served  by  individual  water  and  sewer  systems. 

The  topography  consists  of  generally  flat  lying  benches  sloping  to  the 
north.  The  alluvial  benches  overlie  the  Precambrian  Belt  Series  meta- 
sediments . 

Individual  wells  would  provide  a domestic  water  supply.  A well  has  been 
drilled  on  Lot  8 and  pumping  tests  have  indicated  a production  rate  of  22 
gallons  per  minute.  Water  from  the  Clark  Fork  River  would  not  be  used 
for  domestic  purposes  other  than  irrigation. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Forest  Service  soil  survey  indicates 
three  soil  series  present  on  the  property.  Tally  fine  sandy  loam,  Krause 
gravelly  loam,  and  Entente  silt  loam  have  developed  on  the  proposed  sub- 
division. Seven  10-foot  test  holes  indicate  the  presence  of  these  soils. 

The  driller’s  well  log  reads  as  follows: 


From  (Feet) 


To  (Feet) 


0 

6 

30 

48 

64 


6 

30 

48 

64 

65 


Sandy  Soil 
Large  Gravel 
Brown  Clay 
Fine  Sand,  Water 
Water,  Gravel 


Twenty-one  percolation  tests  indicate  an  average  percolation  rate  of  5.2 
minutes  per  inch. 

The  soils  present  are  suitable  for  on-site  sewage  disposal.  Soils  will 
accept  septic  tank  effluent,  and  the  groundwater  regime  does  not  present 
a problon.  Slopes  on  the  benches  range  from  0 to  4 percent.  Seven  of  the 
lots  front  on  the  Clark  Fork  River.  Since  they  are  fran  5.01  to  7.47 
acres  in  size,  septic  tank  drainfields  can  be  located  a safe  distance  from 
the  river.  A minimum  distance  of  200  feet  will  be  required.  It  will  be 
suggested  to  place  the  botton  of  the  drainfield  trenches  no  deeper  than 
one  foot  to  maximize  evapotranspiration. 

Residents  can  transport  solid  wastes  to  the  sanitary  landfill  near  Lozeau. 
Regular  disposal  sercie  is  available  from  Felstet  Disposal  Service 

Probable  impacts  of  this  project  fall  within  the  range  of  those  associated 
with  resident  use  of  mountain  valley  land.  An  open  rural  landscape  would 
gradually  be  transformed  into  a low  density  residential  landscape. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  department:  ^ 

Because  the  data  submitted  with  the  preliminary  plans  appear  to  meet  the 
concept  criteria  required  by  Sections  69-5001  through  69-5005,  Sections 
69-4801  through  69-4827,  and  by  (regulation)  MAC  16-2. 14 (10)-S14340,  there 
is  but  one  option  open  to  the  department  and  that  is  for  approval. 

The  long-term  worth  is  best  represented  by  the  intangible  value  inherent 
in  leaving  the  land  undeveloped.  In  the  short-term,  the  land  is  most 
economically  valuable  as  a residential  subdivision. 

I 

There  would  be  a conmitment  of  non- recyclable  building  materials  used  in  the  li 
construction  of  this  development.  The  land  would  be  broken  into  a multiplicit: 
of  ownerships,  which  would  probably  be  irrevokable. 

This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Alfred  Keppner,  B.S.F.,  M.S.,  soils  scientists 
with  infoimation  furnished  by  the  developer;  H.  Gene  Warren,  Land  Surveyor; 

Kane  Water  Well  Drilling  Company;  and  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service. 
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Department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIM  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


July  2,  1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


/ JUL  5 1974 

■^tate  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Health  Department,  Room  205  - Courthouse,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Mr.  Larry  Staley,  Route  1,  Hesper  Road,  Billings  59102 

Mr.  Donald  Lackman,  Route  1,  Billings 

Mr.  Walt  Kinsfather,  Route  1,  Billings 

Mr.  Fred  Lenhardt,  Route  4,  Billings 

Mr.  A.  E.  Lenhardt,  Route  4,  Billings 

Mr.  Ed  Lenhardt,  Route  4,  Billings 

Mr.  Don  Miller,  Route  1,  Billings 

Manager,  Yellowstone  Boys  Ranch,  Route  1,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 
STALEY  FEEDLOT 


MONTANA  state  LIDRARY 
930  Ecst  Lyndale  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  nega- 
tive declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  concerning  the  Larry  Staley  feedlot  and  his  request  for  a 
livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  west  of  Billings, 
Montana. 


The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care 
to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  alloted 
time. 


Mr.  Larry  Staley  currently  operates  a confined  livestock  feeding  opera- 
tion having  a capacity  for  approximately  950  feeder  cattle.  This  feeding 
operation  encompasses  approximately  4.5  acres  and  is  located  in  the  southwest 
quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  18,  township  1 south,  range  25 
east  of  Yellowstone  County.  The  location  is  approximately  nine  miles  west 
of  Billings  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  relatively  flat.  Extraneous 
drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  feeding  area  due  to  the  flat  topo- 
graphy. Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  the  area  and  any  runoff  which 
would  occur  is  routed  onto  adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  runoff  should 


Staley  Feedlot 
Page  2 

July  2,  1974 

be  contained  on  the  owner’s  property  with  little  possibility  of  ever  reaching 
state  waters.  Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feeding  area  at  least  once 
each  year  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricultural  land  owned  by  the  operator, 
i^proximately  125  acres  of  cropland  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  the  confined  feeding  area  are  controlled  through  a spraying 
program.  The  extent  of  the  fly  problem  determines  the  frequency  of  spraying. 
Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  the  Billings  Rendering  Plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  vvill  have  an  effect  on  the  si.irrounding  environ- 
ment, but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good 
waste  management  program.  If  this  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in 
the  application  is  followed,  the  problems  of  environmental  degradation  should 
be  minimal.  While  odors  from  the  confined  feeding  operation  may  exist,  they 
should  not  be  a significant  problem  if  the  waste  management  program  is 
followed. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Staley  would  be  to  relocate  the 
existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an  agricultural 
area  and  is  a part  of  Mr.  Staley's  farming  operation.  In  view  of  such  facts 
and  the  cost  of  relocation,  such  action  does  not  appear  warranted.  Our  office 
has  never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this  con- 
fined livestock  operation,  and  it  appears  that  the  waste  management  program 
being  followed  provides  adequate  environmental  protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Vichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Department  ot  Heath  and  Enfironmenta  Sciences 

'state  of  MOIMTANA  HELENA, MONTANA  5960] 

KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1031-Kalispell , MT  59901  jo»„sAndT«>oM.D. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 


January  9,  1975 

JAN  2 1975 


COPIES  TO: 

Mr.  Bill  Brass  7o  The  Brass  Lantern,  Lakeside,  MT 
Doyle  and  Associates,  Glacier  Bldg.,  Kalispell 

Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Box  215  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
State  Fish  6e  Game  Dept.,  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Mitchell  Bldg,  Helena 
Montana  State  Highway  Dept.,  Kalispell  Div.,  6th  Ave . E.N.  & Montana,  Kalispell 
Montana  State  Forestry,  Kalispell  Div.  93  North, Kalispell 

Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureai,  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic 
Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
USDA  Forest  Service,  District  Ranger,  Swan  Lake  Ranger  District,  Bigfork 
Flathead  County  Conmissioners , Courthouse  Annex,  Kalispell 
Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  Box  427,  Whitefish 
Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell 
Flathead  Lakers,  Inc.  Mr.  Bourke  MacDonald,  Box  314,  Poison 
Poison  Outdoors,  Inc.  Box  1432,  Poison 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana,  133  W.  Main,  Missoula 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Box  173,  Bigfork 


Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Sunrise  Acres  #2 . 
a small  subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana.  This  is  being  sent  to  you  for 
your  information  and  understanding. 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  the  approval  of 
plans  for  water  supply  system  and  sewage  disposal.  This  statement  defines  the 
project  and  specifies  those  reasons  the  subdivision  has  been  recommended  for 
approval  without  the  development  of  a complete  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 

In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  intended  to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that 
this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental 
Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subdivision  Law. 
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Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 

SUNRISE  ACRES  #2 

A Proposed  Subdivision  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)  (3), 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001;  and  the  act  to  control  water  pollution, 
Section  69-4801  to  4827;  the  following  Negative  Declaration  is  prepared  by 
the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental 
Sciences  Division,  concerning  the  proposed  Sunrise  Acres  #2  subdivision, 
located  ^ mile  west  of  Lakeside,  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

SIZE 


The  Sunrise  Acres  #2  subdivision  plat  shows  17  lots  on  13.6  acres  of  which  2.5 
acres  is  to  be  committed  to  roadways  and  other  facility  siting.  Individual  lots 
range  from  0.5  acres  to  as  much  as  0.86  acres  in  size.  The  tract  is  reasonably 
regular  in  shape  with  the  plat  laid  out  in  a manner  designed  to  provide  a logical 
extension  of  roadways  which  already  exist  or  are  planned  in  the  contingent 
Lakeside  community.  Interior  roads  will  be  laid  out  according  to  county  standards 
and  the  right-of-way  will  be  dedicated  to  the  county  for  ultimate  operation  and 
maintenance . 

LOCATION 


The  Sunrise  Acres  #2  subdivision  lies  along  the  west  side  of  the  unincorporated 
community  of  Lakeside,  Montana.  The  town  itself  is  a linear  recreational - 
residential  buildup  which  has  been  controlled  primarily  by  the  congruency  of 
Highway  93  with  a flat  open  portion  of  the  Flathead  Lake  shoreline.  Kalispell, 
Montana  is  approximately  15  miles  to  the  north  while  Somers,  Montana  is  only 
5 miles  to  the  north  near  the  top  of  Flathead  Lake.  Access  into  the  subdivision 
will  be  from  a complex  of  county  roads  which  enter  into  the  general  area  from 
pre-existing  Highway  93  turnoffs  in  the  vicinity  of  the  commercial  part  of  town. 

LAND  USE 

Hillside  land  along  the  west  rim  of  the  Lakeside  community  has  had  little  or  no 
economic  use  following  the  early  day  removal  of  merchantable  timber.  Highest  use 
has  been  to  present  a forested  scenic  background  for  the  shoreline  community, 
since  the  agricultural  potential  is  nil  and  the  forestry  potential  is  no  more 
than  moderate.  The  existing  community  of  Lakeside  unfortunately  developed 
around  an  area  which  is  in  both  a ground  water  recharge  area  (Bierney  Creek  and 
to  some  extent  Stoner  Creek)  and  an  area  of  clay  rich  lakebed  deposition. 

Continued  development  is  virtually  impossible  without  the  creation  of  community 
sewer  services  to  serve  any  high  density  population.  As  a result  new  development 
has  begun  moving  into  the  foothills  area  where  the  soil  is  reasonably  amenable 
to  the  use  of  septic  tanks,  and  the  ground  water  table  is  at  considerable  depth. 
Troutbeck  Rise,  a subdivision  of  some  80  lots  on  63  acres  has  already  been  reviewed 
and  approved  by  this  office  within  the  past  90  days.  This  earlier  project 
occupies  the  south  ^ of  the  southeast  % of  section  12  directly  west  of  and 
contingent  to  Sunrise  Acres  #2.  See  map  enclosure. 
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Land  on  the  east  and  the  north  is  already  nominal  low  density  residential  use. 

Land  to  the  south  remains  in  large  block  timberland  state. 

WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPTS 

Water  Supply:  Water  is  to  be  supplied  to  the  development  by  the  Lakeside  Water  Co. 
Inc.,  a public  utility.  This  is  perfectly  feasible  since  the  surface  storage  tank 
serving  the  Lakeside  Water  Co.  is  already  sited  within  the  Sunrise  Acres  #2  tract 
and  the  owner  of  the  water  supply  system  is  also  the  subdivision  developer. 

Plans  and  specifications  for  this  extension  of  the  existing  system  were  not 
provided  with  the  preliminary  data,  however,  planning  schematics  have  been 
discussed  and  an  engineering  firm  is  now  preparing  those  documents  necessary  for 
review . 

Sewage  Disposal : Sanitary  sewage  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  means  of  individual 
septic  tank  and  absorption  fields.  Since  the  lots  are  to  be  served  by  a 
community  water  supply,  the  required  minimum  lot  size  of  20,000  ft^  of  usable 
space  is  met  and  in  some  cases  exceeded.  Percolation  rates  were  found  to  be 
reasonably  uniform  and  in  the  1 inch  to  5 or  6 minute  range;  indicating  septic 
effluents  can  be  safely  impressed  on  this  soil  at  the  rate  of  1.5  gallons  per 
square  foot  per  day. 

It  has  been  the  desire  of  the  developer  to  reach  agreement  with  the  local  planning 
agencies  for  approval  to  designate  part  of  the  development  for  possible  multi -family 
utilization.  Specifically  Lot  1 thru  7 inclusive,  the  west  side  of  the  subdivision, 
would  be  designated  for  either  single  family  or  duplex  residential  construction. 
Inasmuch  as  the  protective  covenants  stipulate  that  any  "duplex"  would  have  no 
more  than  5 bedrooms,  it  is  apparent  that  this  type  of  multi-family  unit  would  be 
only  slightly  larger  than  the  usual  single-family  residence.  A single  septic  tank 
would  accept  waste  from  either  residential  types,  and  a single  drainfield  would  be 
required,  based  as  before,  on  the  established  design  rate  of  1.5  gallons  per  square 
foot  per  day.  Properly  constructed,  this  Department  can  see  no  significant 
difference  between  a 4-5  bedroom  duplex  and  a 1-4  bedroom  single  family  residence. 

Slope  is  the  sole  field  condition  which  might  provide  some  difficulties.  Overall 
the  irregular  hillside  terrace  slopes  as  high  as  15-to  257.;  however,  with  the  lots 
in  the  ^ acre  size  range  all  lots  also  have  flatter  sections  which  offer  drainfield 
sites  in  an  acceptable  7 to  15%  range.  Waste  disposal  in  such  ground  should  not 
create  a public  health  hazard. ...If  waste  system  sites  are  approved  by  the  County 
Health  Department  prior  to  the  actual  commencement  of  construction. 

Solid  Waste : Lakeside  is  now  being  served  by  containerized  field  service  site. 
Homeowners  will  be  able  to  utilize  this  facility  themselves  or  they  can  make 
use  of  the  route  pickup  already  available  in  the  area.  In  either  case  ultimate 
disposal  of  solid  waste  will  be  made  to  the  Flathead  County  Landfill  site. 
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Storm  Runoff : Except  for  the  possibility  of  the  "peak  48  hour  ten  year  storm 
runoff",  surface  waters  from  storms  or  snow  melt  is  not  a serious  consideration. 
Most  precipitation  will  be  recharged  into  the  subsurface.  Roads  are  also  to  be 
constructed  in  such  a manner  as  to  intercept  most  excess  runoff  both  from  this 
project  and  from  the  new  subdivision  further  up  the  slope.  Direct  discharge 
I into  surface  water  simply  cannot  be  foreseen  as  an  adverse  impact.  It  is 
I possible  however,  that  any  massive  runoff  of  storm  water  could  discharge  out 

onto  the  flat  area  at  the  toe  of  the  slope,  and  pond  on  property  other  than  that 
owned  by  the  people  in  the  project  area. 

! ENVIRONMENTAL  CONDITIONS 

j Geogrphically  the  entire  area  is  simply  a terraced  hillside  which  has  been  shaped 
out  of  glacial  debris,  lake  bed  and  alluvial  fan  material  which  has  been  laid 
j|  down  over  a massive  limestone.  Soil  is  thin,  but  the  subsoil  debris  of  silty 
I sand  and  gravel  is  thick  enough  that  bedrock  is  not  visible  by  field  examination, 

I or  encountered  in  the  mandatory  test  pits  which  were  opened  up  to  investigate 
!|  bedrock/ground  water  occurrences. 

I 

lj  The  area  has  been  long  since  logged  of  any  good  merchantable  timber,  and  the 

I ground  cover  is  now  a mixture  of  patchy  fir  and  brush  (20-257o)  with  many  grassy 

II  shruby  slopes  (507o)  . 25-307,  of  the  area  has  already  been  cleared  in  incremental 

amounts  down  through  the  years  in  order  to  provide  impromptu  roads,  trails,  fire 
breaks,  or  facility  sites. 

The  owner  has  also  maintained  a park  like  quality  through  the  area  by  removing  as 
much  dead  wood  and  brush  as  possible  in  order  to  control  the  degree  of  fire 
hazard.  This  area  can  and  does  become  very  dry  on  occassion,  and  fire  danger, 
a direct  function  of  rainfall,  should  be  a consideration. 

No  flood  plain  violations,  ground  water  table  encroachments,  or  water  channel 
road  crossings  are  anticipated  as  a result  of  this  development.  Roadway  and  access 
routes  have  been  given  careful  scrutiny  by  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  and 
recommendations  made  by  this  group  are  being  followed  in  order  to  control  access, 
improve  safety,  and  minimize  disruptive  site  impacts. 

No  surface  water  of  any  kind  should  be  effected  except  to  speculate  as  to  the 
ultimate  fate  of  nutrients  discharged  into  the  soil  system  from  hillside  absorption 
fields.  Direct  surface  contamination  or  slope  runoff  into  surface  water  is  very 
nearly  impossible  in  considering  the  topography  and  field  conditions. 

ADVERSE  IMPACTS 

A public  hearing  was  held  on  October  12,  1974  following  notification  by  the 
Areawide  Planning  Organization  of  the  Sunrise  Acres  #2  proposal  to  those  groups 
or  organizations  required  to  provide  public  or  social  services  to  the  eventual 
homeowners.  From  this  procedure  it  was  determined  that  the  available  facilities 
in  Lakeside  make  it  very  likely  that  the  impacts  on  schools  and  other  services 
such  as  fire  protection,  police  protection,  would  be  minimal  and  within  acceptable 
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Conflicts  with  the  naturally  occurring  uses  of  the  ground  for  winter  game  range 
or  timber  management  were  also  considered  to  be  nominal  and  within  acceptable 
adverse  impacts.  Aesthetically  the  project  is  difficult  to  fault  because  much 
of  the  ground  is  open  space  and  capable  of  utilization  without  gross  removal 
of  the  existing  vegetation. 

Because  the  proposal  has  passed  through  the  various  local  planning  board 
procedures,  and  because  the  concepts  for  the  development  of  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  are  within  acceptable  limits;  it  is  the 
intention  of  this  office  to  make  a statement  of  approval  as  soon  as  the 
engineering  aspects  of  these  systems  have  been  submitted  and  accepted  as 
satisfactory . 

Therefore,  This  Division  Action  Is  Considered  To  Be:  NOT  SIGNIFICANT 

A statement  of  approval  defining  the  conditions  will  be  attached  to  the  plat 
at  the  proper  time.  A letter  concurring  with  the  action  has  already  been 
received  from  the  Flathead  County  Health  Department. 


This  Negative  Declaration  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E.,  a Public  Health 
Engineer  on  the  staff  of  the  Kalispell  Regional  Office,  Water  Quality  Bureau, 
Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  That  data  required 
by  law  was  provided  by  the  Doyle  Enterprises  Surveying  firm  in  Kalispell,  Montana, 
and  from  Mr.  Bill  Brass,  owner  and  developer  of  the  proposed  subdivision  tract. 
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A Subdivision  in  Lake  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504  (b)(3); 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for 
subdivision,  Section  69-5001  to  5005;  and  i^he  act  to  control  water  pollution. 
Section  69-4801  to  4827,  the  following  Negative  Declaration  is  prepared  by  the 
State  Department  of  health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  concerning  the  proposed  Swan  Site^i  III  Subdivision  located  near  Swan 
Lake  in  Lake  County,  Montana,  for  which  a request  has  been  received  requesting 
certified  subdivision  approval. 


GENERAL 

The  purpose  of  a negative  declaration  is  to  inform  interested  agencies  and  or- 
ganizations of  a State  agency's  intent  to  not  write  a full  environmental  impact 
statement . 

Swan  Sites  III  is  a proposed  third  block  of  subdivision  located  near  the  outlet 
of  Swan  Lake,  and  is  preceded  by  Swan  Sites  I,  already  developed,  and  Swan  Sites 
II,  presently  in  the  process  of  submittal  and  approval.  The  land  is  owned  and 
being  developed  by  Stoltze  Land  & Lumber  Company  of  Columbia  Falls,  Montana. 


LOCATION  AND  SIZE 


Swan  Sites  III  is  shown  on  the  attached  map.  The  subdivision  consists  of  three 
strips  of  land  including  some  155  acres  to  be  subdivided  into  26  lots.  The  lots 
would  vary  in  size  between  5.1  and  8.0  acres,  so  all  are  quite  large. 

Swan  Sites  I,  a legally  recorded  subdivision  presently  mostly  sold,  largely  sur- 
rounds the  strips  of  land  involved  in  Swan  Sites  III.  Swan  Sites  III  includes 
no  river  frontage,  as  that  area  was  previously  subdivided  as  Swan  Sites  I. 


REASONS  FOR  NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


As  mentioned  above.  Swan  Sites  III,  while  involving  155  acres,  is  essentially 
surrounded  with  existing  subdivision.  The  roads  are  largely  already  in  exis- 
tence, the  lots  are  all  over  5 acres  in  size,  and  no  waterfront  lots  are  in- 
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A Negative  Declaration  for 
Swan  Sites  III  Subdivision 
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volved.  Percolation  data  submitted  by  the  developer  indicate  that  the  soils  are 
suitable  for  septic  tank  use.  Water  table  is  not  a sewage  disposal  concern,  and 
water  supply  availability  has  been  proven  with  filed  well  lo8s  of  existing  wells. 
With  the  existing  surrounding  development,  the  environmental  impact  of  Swan  Sites 
III  on  the  area  is  not  felt  to  be  significant. 


THIS  NEGATIVE  DECLARATION  HAS  BEEJ?  PREPARED  BY: 

David  Nunnallee,  PSCE,  MSCE,  PE,  Public  Health  Engineer  for  the  Montana  State 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  Related  experience  includes 
six  years  of  work  as  a sanitary  engineer  for  the  States  of  Washington  and 
Montana . 


COPIES  SENT  TO; 

1.  Stoltze  Land  6e  Lumber  Co.,  Attn:  Mr.  Dennis  Swift,  Columbia  Falls,  MT  59912 

2.  Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

3.  Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept.,  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Helena,  MT  59601 

4.  Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

5.  Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 

6.  Montana  State  Dept.,  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  & Economic 

Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 

7.  Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 

8.  Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 

9.  District  Forester,  Swan  Lake  Ranger  Dist.,  Bigfork,  MT  59911 

10.  USFS,  Forest  Supervisor,  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

11.  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lake  County,  Poison,  MT  59860 

12.  Ralph  Campbell,  M.D.,  Lake  County  Health  Officer,  Finley  Point,  Poison,  MT  59860 

13.  Mr.  A1  Hawkaluk,  Lake  County  Sanitarian,  Box  1210,  Poison,  MT  59860 

14.  Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

15.  Mr.  John  Cochrane,  Flathead  Lakers,  Inc.,  Box  447,  Big  Arm,  MT  59910 

16.  Dr.  Lawrence  Sonstelle,  President,  Flathead  Valley  Community  College  Ecology 

Club,  Box  1174,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

17.  Poison  Outdoors,  Inc.,  Box  1432,  Poison,  MT  59860 

18.  Student  Envrionmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 

19.  Mr.  Bob  Muth,  Montana  Wilderriess  Association,  Flathead  Chapter,  Rt.  4,  Kalispell,  MT 

20.  Dr.  John  Tibbs,  Director,  U.  of  Montana  Biological  Station,  Yellow  Bay,  MT  59911 

21.  Trout  Unlimited,  c/o  Mr.  Gary  Hanson,  Secy.,  136-lst  Ave.  West,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
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STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


June  3,  1974 


John  $.  Anderson  M.D. 
DIRECTOR 
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State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  Co.  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Health  Department,  Room  205 — Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Plaiming  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Mr.  Raymond  Gerringa,  T-Bone  Feeders,  Inc.,  Box  44,  Shepherd  59079 
Ray  Kinghom,  Shepherd 
John  Kinghorn,  Shepherd 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Kelly  Botsch,  Shepherd 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

T-BONE  FEEDERS,  INC. 
FEEDLOT  NO.  2 


MONTANA  3^4*?  '-IDRARV 
9 JO  Eost  lyneuiv'  Avenge 

Helena,  Mcjnfana  59601 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  T-Bone  Feeders,  Incorporated,  Feedlot 
No.  2 and  their  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation 
northeast  of  Shepherd,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to 
comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  that  time. 

T-Bone  Feeders,  Inc.  currently  operates  a confined  livestock  feeding 
operation  having  a capacity  for  approximately  30,000  head  of  cattle  at  their 
Lot  No.  2 location.  This  feeding  operation  encompasses  approximately  140  acres 
and  has  the  following  legal  description:  the  SW  H,  of  Sec.  19  and  the  NW  of 
Section  30,  Township  3 North,  Range  28  East  of  Yellowstone  County.  The  loca- 
tion of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  area  has  been  modified  to  provide  a relatively 
uniform  southeasterly  slope  of  approximately  5 percent.  Extraneous  drainage 
from  the  area  above  the  feeding  operation  is  prevented  from  reaching  the 
feedlot  area  by  a water  storage  reservoir.  The  surface  water  contained  in 
this  reservoir  is  used  as  a partial  supply  for  watering  the  livestock. 
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Surface  runoff  generated  within  the  confined  feeding  operation  is  routed 
through  open  channels  to  a large  retention  pond  located  southeast  of  the 
feeding  area.  This  retention  pond  has  a storage  capacity  in  excess  of 
700  acre  inches.  The  runoff  which  accumulates  in  this  retention  pond  is 
then  disposed  of  as  necessary  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Waste  material 
is  removed  from  the  feeding  area  itself  twice  per  year  and  again  spread  on 
agricultural  land  in  the  area.  Numerous  acres  of  land  are  available  for 
waste  disposal  as  any  of  the  farmers  which  provide  silage  for  the  feeding 
operation  will  utilize  large  quantities  of  waste  material  as  fertilizer  on 
their  fields. 

Dust  from  the  confined  feeding  operation  is  contained  by  periodic 
sprinkling  of  the  pens  and  roadways.  Flies  in  the  area  are  controlled  by 
a bait  program,  together  with  routine  spraying  and  fogging  within  the 
confinement  area.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  the  local  rendering 
company. 

Any  livestock  operation  of  this  size  will  have  an  effect  on  the  sur- 
rounding environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized 
through  a good  waste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program 
as  outlined  in  the  application  is  adhered  to,  the  problems  of  air  pollution 
and  odors  should  be  minimal  for  the  surrounding  area.  To  date,  our  office 
has  received  no  complaints  of  odors  from  this  confined  livestock  operation. 

The  only  alternative  which  would  be  open  to  the  T-Bone  Feeders,  Inc. 
would  be  the  relocation  of  an  existing  operation.  Such  relocation  would  be 
extremely  costly  and  a more  acceptable  site  might  be  quite  difficult  to  find. 
If  odors  have  not  been  a problem  in  the  past,  such  relocation  would  not  be 
economically  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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cc:  Air  Quality  Bureau 
Ben  Wake 
Dan  Vichorek 


Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIM A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 
KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISIELL,  m 59901 


December  17,  1973 


Mr.  George  Risi,  1305  Hickory  St.,  Melbourne,  FL  32501 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  flT 
Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  5c  Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  Area-wide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
B .C . McIntyre,  M.D.,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish,  MT  59937 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Dept,  of  Health  6c  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and  Economic 
Development,  Helena,  MT  55601 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  5^'601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  MT  59601 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Mr.  D.  Marquardt,  Engrs . 6c  Suirveyors,  809  1st  Ave.  East.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Forest  Supervisor,  Flathead  National  Forest,  Kalispell,  MT  59901,  Attn:  Wild  River 
Study  Section 

Montana  State  Highway  Dept.  6th  Ave.  E.N.  6c  Montana,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 


Gentlemen : 


Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  bean  prepared  for  the  Tea  Fettle  Subdi- 
vision near  Coram  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water 
supply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  pro- 
ect  and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval 
ithout  the  development  of  an  Impact  Statement.  In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  in- 
tended to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within 
the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subdivision 
Law . 


^i^lbucc^-'.  Aikin,  P .E  . 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Kalispell  Regional  Office 
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A Negative  Declaration 
for 

TEA  KETTLE  SUBDIVISION 


DIVISION: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION:  '.dmin  istia  - 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Alkin 

12/17/73 

tive  Approval;  Subdivision 

LOCATION:  a proposed  residential -commercial  subdivision  shown  on  plat  to  consist  of 
seven  (7)  lots  in  a triangular  7.5  acre  block  contingent  to  Highway  2 at  a point  on  -half 
mile  south  of  the  unincorporated  community  of  Coram,  Montana.  Martin  City,  Montana , is 
one  mile  to  the  south  of  the  subdivision.  Lots  are  all  approxinuitely  one  acre  in  size. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION;  Action  would  approve  the  following  planning  concepts; 
Water  Supply ; To  be  provided  by  private  community  system.  Such  a plan  is  feasible  be- 
cause adequate  water  of  good  quality  is  very  highly  probable  from  a drilled  well  source 
in  the  area.  Flow  should  be  encountered  at  from  125  to  175  feet  from  an  aquifer  V7hich 
appears  to  be  sealed  off  from  the  immediate  surface. 

Sewage  Disposal ; Individual  septic  tanks  with  absorption  trench  effluent  disposal  is  to 
be  the  developers  method  of  choice  for  the  treatment  and  elimination  of  sanitary  sewage. 
Eighty-five  feet  of  trench  per  bedroom  will  be  required. 

Solid  Waste ; Lot  owners  will  have  the  right,  and  responsibility,  to  use  the  approved 
Martin  City  (satellite)  landfill  site,  two  miles  to  the  south  of  the  subdivision. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION: 

' Topography ; The  Tea  Kettle  Subdivision  area  is  up  on  an  intermediate  river  terrace  wliich 
is  generally  flat;  grading  variably  to  the  southwest  on  a 0 to  57o  slope.  Lots  are  an 
absolute  minimum  of  60  verticle  feet  above  any  possible  Flathead  River  flood  elevation. 
Soils ; The  area  subsurface  is  composed  solely  of  undifferentiated  glacial  silts,  clays, 
drift  and  gravel.  Locally,  gravelly  constituents  predominate  and  percolation  rates  are 
very  high.  Seepage  pits  will  not  be  permitted. 

Vegetation ; The  area  is  presently  75%  covered  with  a Lodgepole  Pine  and  Western  Larch 
mix  of  somewhate  small  size  diameters.  The  remaining  25%  is  grassland  which  has  been 
.used  in  the  past  for  grazing.  The  forestry-agricultural  potential  of  this  ground  does 
not  have  a specified  capability  evaluation  but  the  extreme  rockiness  of  the  soil  does 
not  suggest  any  high  value.  Forest  fire  danger  to  this  cover  is  thought  to  be  low  be- 
cause of  the  good  accessibility  and  proximity  to  equipment  of  the  Coram  Fire  District. 


This  project  has  gone  to  public  hearing  and  has  been  returned  to  the  developer  for  modi- 
fication. The  primary  environmental  reasons  for  this  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  original  proposal  included  two  lots  east  of  Highway  2 which  were  platted  on  a 
long  45%  hillside  slope.  The  opinion  that  these  lots  were  unbuildable  was  upheld  in 
learing,  a point  with  which  this  office  concurs.  The  developer  has  agreed  to  omit  these 
lots  from  the  plat. 

2.  Highway  2 which  bounds  the  subdivision  on  the  east  has  been  tentatively  scheduled 
ifor  new  (wider)  construction.  Any  significant  lateral  expansion  of  the  highway  would 
i'/irtually  eliminate  the  use  of  at  least  three  lots  for  residential  purposes.  A new  lot 
jdesign  has  been  requested  which  will  accommodate  this  impending  alteration.  It  was  also 
j|i8ked  that  the  new  lot  layout  also  consider  the  matter  of  designing  access  roads  (and  of 

Iriveways)  which  would  recognize  the  needs  of  reasonable  highway  safety. 

lecause  of  the  elimination  of  the  controversial  features  of  this  project,  a Negative  State- 
lent  has  been  judged  acceptable  in  meeting  the  requirements  of  the  Montana  Environmental 
luality  Law. 
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Pige  Two 


COMMENTS: 


1,  EJnvlronniental  Impact  The  impact  of  this  subdivision  should  not  be  significant 
because  of  the  small  aumber  of  residential  lots  and  their  proximity  to  both  Goram  and 
Martin  City.  The  impact  on  wildlife  and  vegetation  will  not  be  beneficial  but  it  should 
not  be  undii^  severe.  Increased  demand  for  community  services  will  result  but  existing 
facilities  should  be  able  to  accomodate  such  a modest  demand.  In  the  economic  analysis 
submitted  to  the  Area-wide  Planning  Organization,  the  developer  postulated  that  this  sub- 
division should  in  theory  generate  enough  revenue  to  support  a pro  rata  share  of  personnel 
and  equipment  costs.  The  safety  risk  owing  to  the  need  for  turn-offs  onto  Highway  2 exists; 
however,  this  is  being  reduced  by  redesigning  the  access  road  to  make  optimum  use  of 
existing  sight  distances. 

2,  Adverse  Environmental  Effects  Visual  impact  is  the  one  possible  adverse  effect. 

The  proposed  block  of  ground  is  within  the  (proposed)  Recreational  River  Management  Zone 
of  the  Flathead  National  Forest  Wild  and  Scenic  River  Study.  Such  inclusion  is  tenuous 
because  the  river  is  not  accessible  from  the  subdivision  at  this  time.  In  addition,  the 
building  sites  are  high  above  the  river  and  not  necessarily  visible  from  the  river,  and 
unless  there  is  a massive  removal  of  vegetation  there  should  be  no  problem  from  that 
quacter.  However,  because  the  ground  is  in  private  ownership  it  is  possible  that  the  po- 
tential for  adverse  visual  impact  will  exist.  This  factor  is  heightened  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  no  protective  covenants  included  in  the  proposal. 

3.  Alternatives  (A)  Water  Supply:  Two  existing  systems  now  serve  the  nearby  town 
of  Coram.  One  does  not  have  the  physical  capability  to  serve,  and  the  other  is  more  than 
1000  feet  away.  Because  of  the  distance,  cost  comparison  with  the  proposed  system  suffer 
badly.  The  proposed  concept  is  approvable  and  will  be  approved  as  soon  as  plans  are  pro- 
vided for  review  and  found  acceptable.  (B)  Sewage  Treatment;  Because  of  great  porosity 
in  this  ground,  septic  tanks  are  not  without  criticism  and  must  be  considered  temporary. 
However,  parcels  are  large  and  on  very  high  ground,  lot  density  is  low  in  area  and  no 
public  health  problems  should  ensue.  Concept  is  acceptable  since  there  is  no  clearly  de- 
fined reason  to  considered  alternatives. 

4.  This  Division  Action  Considered:  Significant  ( t Not  Significant  [ ^ 1 

Basis  for  Decision:  The  decision  to  approve  the  water  supply,  sewage  treatment 

and  solid  waste  concepts  for  the  Tea  Kettle  subdivision  was  made  because  said  plans  have 
been  reviewed  and  found  to  be  within  the  statuatory  requirements  of  the  Montana  State 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences.  The  plans  are  not,  as  yet,  complete, 
and  written  approval  will  not  be  made  until  the  engineering  details  of  the  proposed  com- 
munity water  supply  are  approved.  The  concurrence  of  the  Flathead  County  Heal  th  Depart- 
ment is  also  required  before  the  approval  can  bo  forwarded  to  the  Area -wide  1 lanning 
Organization  for  inclusion  in  the  final  recommendation  to  be  made  to  the  Flathead  Board 
of  County  Commissioners. 
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NOTE  CHANGE: 


Lots  1 6c  2 have  been 
deleted  from  the  submitted 
plan  because  of  their  ^reat 
steepness  - 45  to  48%.  The 
enclosed  statennmt  applies 
only  to  those  lots  west  of 
Highway  2. 
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STATE  PJCUMENTS 


^QQrtment  or  Hea  th  and  Emronmental  Sciences 

w/iy  8 


STATE  OF  MONTANA  Helena,  Montana 
May  3,  1974 


59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


^ Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
John  Herndon,  Co.  San.,  Box  504,  Chinook 
Mike  Mariani,  City  Clerk,  City  of  Havre,  Havre 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Walt  Robinson,  Havre 
'-^tate  Library,  Helena 

Del  Bloom,  Water  Quality  Bureau  Regional  Office,  837  3rd  St,,  Havre 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  TREASURE  STATE  TESTING  STATION 


Pursuant  to  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following  negative 
declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences  concerning  the  Treasure  State  Testing  Station  operated  by  Mr.  Irvin 
Meiwald  and  his  request  for  a livestock  waste  control  facility  permit  for 
this  operation  near  Havre,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  negative  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you 
care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  the 
allotted  time. 

Mr.  Meiwald  currently  operates  a beef  testing  station  where  feeder 
cattle  or  bulls  are  fed  a specific  ration  and  their  performance  as  far  as 
weight  gain  continually  monitored.  This  operation  is  located  adjacent  to 
the  northwest  city  limits  for  the  city  of  Havre.  The  legal  description  for 
this  operation  would  be  the  N.E.  1/4  of  the  S.E.  1/4  of  Sec.  6,  T.  32  N. , 

R.  16  E.,  of  Hill  County.  The  approximate  location  is  in  indicated  on  the 
attached  map. 

Beef  animals  are  placed  in  this  feeding  operation  in  the  fall  of  the  year 
and  are  fed  as  earlier  described,  a specified  ration  and  their  performance 
monitored  throughout  the  winter  months.  These  animals  are  then  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  during  late  spring.  Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the 
feedlot  surface  is  removed  each  spring  after  the  livestock  is  gone  and  disposed 
of  on  numerous  acres  of  agricultural  land.  Most  of  the  waste  material  is 
disposed  of  on  land  at  the  Montana  State  Experiment  Station  southwest  of 
Havre . 


Treasure  State  Testing  Station 

Page  2 

May  3,  1974 

Due  to  the  relatively  flat  topography  of  the  feeding  area,  all  manure 
and  surface  runoff  is  contained  within  the  area  with  no  discharge  to  the 
adjacent  Milk  River.  If  necessary,  the  natural  drainage  which  exists  within 
and  adjacent  to  the  feeding  area  will  be  diked  to  prevent  the  discharge  of  any 
waste  material. 

Any  confined  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  environment, 
but  adverse  effects  can  be  minimized  through  a good  waste  management  program. 
While  flies  and  odors  have  been  a problem  on  occasion  in  the  past,  these 
problems  should  be  eliminated  since  livestock  will  not  be  held  in  the  confine- 
ment operation  during  the  summer  months. 

The  only  alternative  which  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Meiwald  would  be  to 
relocate  this  existing  operation.  Such  a relocation  would  be  quite  costly  and 
would  not  be  warranted  unless  significant  odors  and  other  problems  continue 
to  exist  even  though  no  livestock  are  held  in  confinement  during  the  stimmer 
months . 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Attachment 
cc:  Ben  Wake 


Dan  Vichorek 
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jeparlrnent  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 
KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE-Box  1 031 -Kal ispell , MT  59901  , 

John  S Anaerson  M D 

DIRECTOR 

June  17,  1974 

1 9 1974 


COPIES  TO: 


Mr.  D.  Worley,  Box  124,  East  Glacier,  MT 

Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Box  215  Capitol  Station,  Helena 
Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept.  Mitchell  Bldg,  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Helena 
Montana  State  Highway  Dept.,  Kalispell  Division,  6th  Ave . E.N.  & Montana,  Kalispell 
State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Attn:  Mr.  Art  Clarkson,  Helena 
State  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Development, 
Capitol  Station,  Helena 

Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave.,  Helena 
Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.,  Helena 
USDA  Forest  Service,  Hungry  Horse  Ranger  District,  Flathead  Nat’l  Forest,  Hungry 
Horse,  MT  59919 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  Ford  Bldg.  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  MD,  Flathead  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427  Whitefish 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  RS , Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919  Kalispell 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.  Box  4 Kalispell 
Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Regional  Planning  Assoc,  of  Western  Montana,  133  W.  Main  St.,  Missoula 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Ms.  Kathy  Thompson,  President,  Box  173,  BigforkMT  59911 


Gentlemen : 

The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Three  Forks  Outfitters 
Campground . a proposed  public  facility  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and  agencies 
of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve  this  proposal  without  developing  a full  impact 
statement . 

Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  herein,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 


Public  He'a-tth  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

WOA : jh 
Enclosure 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  Eost  Lyndoia  Av^ue 
Halana,  Mofitoma  59601 


2TI^3-CDfia  3IAT3 


^ n ?!!»::  i5WHT!T,.^., 

<»iiK«»w^,Miiai  A;»ATMCiM^ci3lwra< 


,<J 

•9>nim  • 


b 

ioece  JM®SXXaqii^  tdAH 


i 


;:i 

T 


A^<>1  AfltiL 

I t ^ 


4..  --'^  iS^imXO  ;Je.«a' ,^£liixofi 

l0.tlq*O  tilS  xofi  ,Xi3£iV(i»0  Iit3adoftol!ivo2  **fA3n<^- 

ftii9i«fr  ,atjXw990l  toil,  .iM  ainJjA  XX»rfj?3XM  ,3^90  ^90  ^ riei,*?  oojundlf 

(la^nilB-4  ,Bnm3n(^,  A »H,3  ♦avA  ^noiilv.KX  Il5qall»2  y^wft^iK  s3*38 

*J3oai'iflJ'3  i^A  ii,,.3H  '5o  < 3 <|iCri 

,3j9Hiqoi«v3<I  aimoooaa  Z gninosH  3o  \Via  ^saoX^alaH  Ja3/r!wi»rj9vogT93nI  io  .aqafl  »3*i]R 
^ (£  ' MtalaH  ,noi3£32  Xo4iqa^ 

!g  snalsH  ,.ovA  AiRfcniYJ  .3  ,y.'X«ir<Ji4  aaeaS’ JUjaiooM^ 

^ B119J9H  ♦«via  «s3a9i32  :,e3i7Q<R»otl\rfli  «^aW /:92 

f3«»iol  ^'3a|S  b*»rf36l3  ,33lir3aiQ  asiofl  y^rgoulj  ,«>ivia2“3e»io^  AdC 

I ^ TH  ,9810H 

^ Xl»q»l|pJl  ,3»«uoil3tuor)  'iJflwD  ha4»ri3»i^  ,^gi»«oX«aiflwoO  f3»uo3  lo.  biaoji- 
- fl  XluqtilA^  .8bl2  tttio'i  ,ncl38SXn6g30  gfliiinaD  »bJ;v's&‘rA« bssdialil 
TW  »>«  ,Tre3l5?U  d^X4^^4H  ySm/oO  bawdail  ,clM  ^-tyaoJoM  .0  -f 
XfaqaXXi^  ?X9  xoH  yJnooO  bju»rt1«13  ,82  (bnsl»qa3  8«J  .ill 

XXiNjalXa^f  A JToa  ♦ 3flrl  ,siifblXW  baarfiail  ,i»wi|>l84Tr^  inwcrjaH  eo^ftW  .^Kt 
V 9ittiam*fH  ,7336mD  97uXaaV  SlU  cnxaJI  , 193^95^ rfsTAmlaA  fB3ndffif?oiivftai309bu32 
cJtio«fti:K  «*38  oisM  .W  CCt  .fiiraancM  ir3»3ft9WJ|o  <tqofi«A  grtioflaXt^Xanoiga*' 
liW8  Wsf'io^kgXa  ,£VX  xo®  ,an9b>*93d  ,noeqinoi{T  yrf3*Y  /*M  ,wo3io<aoT  bMaipaXt 

va*X; 

_ JJ5  ,,r  *'  ' 1»* 

83 033X1  JuQ  »A3  loS  baicqiivq  a»aK<  lAri  aoJtSaiaaiaoO  9vX3Bg»K  hatoX3m|  e 

JMruiitQll  bMdsaX^  ai  v^JiXidfit  oiidtjq  boabqoyq  a 


q«ilc^ff»gfi  b;>A  flXjttiblvlbdJ  bo3ai»t»3aX  lia  iiol3irxBX;>ab^Bi{f3  )o  qiaq  « 

Jsaq«l  XXi^^  a snl«^u|i&v9b  iuoriaiw  Xaaoqcaq  «ld3'^  i^voiqqa  o3  3n«3n|  anoliiivlb  8^4^ 

.Jrroma. 

.i*  .1...^ 

V ,» 


lo 


V Ik  ' ■■■■  t 

ttolSGmolxti  »ii7  03  eooiaqooxo  3b^e3jM«t(^  .SiroXiesop  yrra^'afiyad  o<3x  IX  ,o3ol#Tttidl 
® .ooillo  »l/f3  3093000  03  9335  X»ti  9«ft4lX<)  ,OX919d  booisj'i 

a . ® B tfS- 


A NEXiATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 

THREE  FORKS  CAMPGROUND 

A Proposed  Licensed  Campground  Facility  Near  Glacier  Park  in  Flathead 

County,  Montana 


DIVISION:  Montana  State  Dept,  of  Heal  th 
and  Environmental  Sciences 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Licensing  of 
Campground  Facility 

PREPARED  BY:  Wilbur  0.  Aikin^  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 

Kalispell  Regional  Office 

DATE: 

June  10,  1974 

A 40  acre,  40  space  (25  travel  trailer,  15  tent  site)  campground  facility 
with  comfort  station,  sanitary  (dumping)  station  and  headquarters  building. 

Managerial  residences  and  livestock  corrals  are  contingent  with,  but  external  from 
the  40  acre  platted  tract,  A complete  master  plan  is  not  yet  available,  but  the 
developer  has  expectations  of  eventually  developing  the  facility  to  100  spaces  if 
and  when  economic  conditions  warrant  expansion. 

LOCATION : The  NE%  of  the  NE%  of  Section  24,  T 29  N.,  R 13  W.  Area  is  between 
East  Glacier  (19  miles)  and  West  Glacier  (36  miles)  adjacent  to  the  south  boundary 
of  Glacier  Park.  The  Snowslip  Inn,  a well  known  local  landmark  is  less  than  one 
mile  to  the  southwest.  The  Fielding  Campground  (USFS)  is  one  mile  to  the  northeast. 

ACCESS  ; The  north  boundary  of  the  ownership  is  directly  contingent  to  Highway  2 
in  the  Theodore  Roosevelt  Pass  section  of  the  road.  The  Burling  Northern  right-of- 
way  is  also  less  than  one-half  mile  away  along  the  Park  boundary. 

USE:  For  commercial  use  during  the  summertime  recreational  season  and  during  the 
fall  hunting  season.  In  time,  a limited  winter  sports  (snowmobile)  use  might  be 
developed . 

OWNERSHIP:  Mr.  D.  Worley,  Three  Forks  Outfitters,  Inc.,  Box  124,  East  Glacier, 

Montana  59434 

INTRODUCTORY  NOTE : This  proposal  has  been  under  sporadic  review  for  very  nearly 

two  years.  The  problem  has  been  the  incompleteness  of  plans  and  the  failure  to 

document  ground  water  conditions.  During  the  interim  the  developer  has  continued 

to  complete  a sizeable  part  of  his  facility  and,  in  a sense,  this  statement  is 

being  made  after  the  fact,  despite  verbal  and  written  requests  to  withhold  any 

heavy  investment  until  after  the  evaluation  of  the  Flathead  County  Areawide 

Planning  Organization  and  the  State  Department  of  Health  had  been  made  and  attested  to. 

WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPT: 

Water  Supply:  The  40  space  phase  1 portion  of  the  project  will  be  supplied  from 
an  existing  4 inch  drilled  and  cased  well  40  feet  deep  and  equipt  with  a 
submersible  pump.  Peak  demand  is  estimated  to  be  65  gpm,  a rate  which  may  or 
may  not  be  available  from  this  source.  Bacteriological  quality  however  is 
satisfactory. 

The  system  will  consist  of  a 300  gallon  pressure  tank  or  an  equivalent  membrane 
pressure  tank,  a single  distribution  line  with  risers  for  25  spaces,  and  lateral 
take-offs  to  the  comfort  station,  disposal  station  and  office  building. 
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A seasonal  high  capacity  well  will  be  drilled  before  any  further  expansion 
takes  place,  thus  providing  adequate  yield  and  reliability  to  an  otherwise 
marginal  system. 

Sewage  Disposal ; No  sewage  disposal  facilities  will  be  available  for 
individual  trailer  sites.  The  only  significant  waste  disposal  will  be  from 
the  comfort  station  and  to  a lesser  extent  from  the  dumping  station.  .In  terras 
of  plumbing  fixtures  the  central  service  building  will  be  built  to  the  same 
level  of  magnitude  as  if  the  park  had  100  parking  spaces.  Disposal  will  be 
by  septic  tank  and  absorption  trench  drainfield. 

Percolation  rates  have  been  reported  as  unmeasurable  in  conventional  terras  because 
of  extreme  porosity  and  permeability.  Therefore,  a maximum  rate  of  1 minute  to 
the  inch  has  been  assumed  for  design  purposes.  A 5000  gallon  septic  tank  system 
with  315  linear  feet  of  drainage  tile  has  been  submitted  to  satisfy  sewage 
disposal  requirements. 

Solid  Waste : Two  container  approved-type  racks  will  be  available  between  every 
two  camping  spaces.  Refuse  will  be  transferred  to  the  nearest  approved  landfill 
at  West  Glacier  by  the  operator.  The  developer  has  committed  himself,  in  writing, 
to  an  understanding  that  all  solid  waste  will  be  transported  in  covered  or  closed 
containers  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  roadside  waste  being  blown  free. 

TOPOGRAPHY  CONDITIONS  AND  PROBLffliS 

Topography  and  Flooding:  The  entire  project  area  is  uniquely  flat  with  a slight 
grade  to  the  northwest.  No  strong  topographic  features  break  this  regularity 
except  for  a series  of  rock-strewn  overflow  channels  located  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  plat.  These  normally  dry  water  courses  originate  up  grade  on 
Giefer  Creek,  a small  stream  which  emerges  from  the  mountain  front  and  enters 
the  main  drainage  above  the  Three  Forks  Campground  as  one  of  the  main  forks  of 
Bear  Creek. 

During  the  spring  run-off  these  overflow  channels  are  extremely  active  streambeds 
owing  to  the  sheet  run-off  from  the  broad  slopes  (Slippery  Bill  Mountain)  east  and 
south  of  the  campground.  In  the  past,  this  short,  dramatic  spring  time  run-off 
has  occassionally  turned  the  field  the  campground  is  sited  on  into  a natural 
flood  irrigated  hay  field. 

To  meet  this  problem  the  campground  developers  have  already  excavated  drainage 
ditches  up  grade  to  divert  and  control  surface  water  before  it  enter  the  plat 
area  and  causes  short  term  elevations  in  the  ground  water  table  which  are 
inconsistent  with  the  State  and  County  regulations  regarding  the  location  of 
drainfields.  It  is  also  the  condition  which  has  caused  this  office  to  withhold 
judgment  on  the  method  of  waste  disposal  until  more  definite  field  evidence  is 
obtained.  To  be  objective  we  also  recognize  that  this  is  a very  short  time 
phenomena  which  also  often  takes  place  in  May  before  the  campground  experiences 
any  significant  occupancy.  1974  field  inspection  by  both  this  office  and  the 
Flathead  County  Sanitarian's  office  has  indicated  that  the  drain  ditch  strategy 
has  been  successful  inasmuch  as  test  holes  were  dry  despite  the  wetness  of  the  yea 
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Vegetation  and  Soils  ; Soils  are  the  sandy  loams  atop  a subsurface  that  is  an 
unconsolidated  assorted  mix  of  sand  and  gravel;  apparently  outwash  debris  of 
comparatively  recent  origin.  The  well  profile  indicates  that  this  stream 
laid  material  is  deeply  saturated  and  of  great  thickness. 

In  terms  of  existing  vegetation,  the  locale  is  primarily  open  grass  land  or 
pasture  with  lodgepole  pine  stands  scattered  about  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
aforementioned  dry-wash  stream  bed. 

ADVERSE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT 

The  most  serious  adverse  impact  is  surely  aesthetic  or  visual.  There  is  no 
other  campground  or  recreational/residential  development  of  this  magnitude  from 

East  Glacier  to  West  Glacier--the  entire  southern  Glacier  Park  boundary that 

would  be  as  completely  and  totally  visible  from  the  highway  as  this  one  will  be. 

Ground  water  contamination  or  nutrient  degredation  could  also  become  an  adverse 
factor  because  of  the  unusual  high  porosity/permeability  rates  which  exist  in  the 
subsurface.  Surface  water  might  be  seasonally  affected  if  the  diversion  plans 
are  allowed  to  fall  into  disrepair  or  if  heavy  flooding  took  place  during  the 
spring  run-off.  Any  surface  disruptions,  some  of  which  exist  such  as  the  up- 
grade drain  ditch,  could  be  considered  adverse  in  an  area  as  environmentally 
fragile  as  this  is. 

ALTERNATIVES ; The  range  of  alternatives  considered  in  the  past  year  have  been 
many  and  varied,  however  this  situation  has  been  considerably  simplified  now  that 
it  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  drainfield  problem  (high  spring  water  table) 
are  controlable  and  that  conventional  systems  are  possible  within  State  and  County 
standards . 

Complete  detailed  plans  and  specifications  are  not  yet  on  file,  however  the 
only  problems  remaining  are  minor  conceptual  details  which  are  purely  design 
standard  matter. 

NOTE ; The  land  use  recommendation  relative  to  the  land  use  and  density  decision 
has  not  yet  been  completed  by  the  Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Organization. 

IRREVERSIBLE.  IRRETRIEVABLE  COMMITMENT  OF  RESOURCES  AND  LONG -TERM -SHORT -TERM  RELATIONSHIPS 

Consideration  of  these  points  is  difficult  because  of  the  abstract  scenic  values 
which  are  the  heart  of  the  matter.  In  itself,  the  campground  is  a short-term 
usage  which  is  not  irreversible.  The  campground  also  fills  a need  which  is  said 
to  exist  for  facilities  adjacent  to,  but  not  within,  the  boundaries  of  Glacier 
National  Park.  And  since  the  long-term  use  of  the  area  is  scenic  and  recreational 
with  an  existing  major  highway  providing  convenient  access,  it  might  be  that, 
properly  consumated,  the  project  is  compatible  with  existing  objectives  on  all  counts. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Three  Forks  Campground 


June  10,  1974 
Page  Four 


It  would  seem  that  given  existing  authority  the  question  is  more  specifically 
one  of  achieving  a completion  which  is  in  the  best  reasonable  harmony  with  its 
surroundings . 

THIS  DIVISION  ACTION  IS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE:  NOT  SIGNIFICANT 

A recommendatio  n for  approval  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Organ- 
ization as  soon  as  all  plans  are  received  and  approved  and  written  agreement 
with  these  findings  provided  by  the  Flathead  County  Health  Department.  A 
recommendation  for  actual  licensing  will  not  be  made  until  the  Areawide  Planning 
Organization  and  the  Flathead  County  Commissioners  formally  accept  the  plat  or 
master  plan. 


This  declaration  was  prepared  by  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E.,  a Public  Health  Engineer 
in  the  employ  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 
Kalispell,  Montana. 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


Deportment  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 

STATE  QF  MONTAN  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

KALISPELL  regional  office,  box  1031,  KALISPELL,  MT  59901  john&And*«x,M.o. 


January  30,  1974 


Mr.  Earnest  Helseth  and  Mr.  Charles  Beck,  Rt . 2,  Kalispell,  MT  5^901 
Mr.  A.  Putnam,  119  Main  St.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr  Fletcher  Newby,  State  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale  Ave . , Helena,  59601 

Mr.  Ben  Waie,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Flathead  County  Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Columbia  Falls  City-County  mianr^ing  Board,  c/o  G .T . Hanson,  Hwy.  2 S.,  Columbia  Falls  59912 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
i Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula,  MT  59801 
Mr.  Wayne  Herman,  President,  Flathead  Wildlife,  Inc.,  Box  4,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Regional  Planning  Association  of  Western  Montana,  133  West  Main  St.,  Missoula,  MT  59801 


i Gentlemen : 

I Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  the  Tri-City  Ranchettes 
j Subdivision  near  Columbia  Falls  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 


|The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of  water 
isupply,  sewage  disposal,  and  solid  waste  systems.  This  declaration  defines  the  pro- 
ject and  specifies  those  conditions  under  which  the  subdivision  will  receive  approval 
Without  the  development  of  an  Impact  Statement.  In  doing  so,  the  declaration  is  in- 
tended to  assure  all  groups  and  agencies  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within 
the  intent  of  both  the  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Act  and  the  Montana  Subidivisbn 
Law . 


Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

j/OA/kmh 

Enclosure 

1 


k 


X.V  ^ 


' G ^ ’■  i 

‘‘  '-, -r^C'A 

t •■%  •■:''l,j  '■  (1  vi5^IW' 

biTitoine 

t>r  ,.ija’taxiA3i  , ttoj.  mn 


’>• 


lOe^e  'M  .jfoft'fl  ioXtillp  , 

® ^ .Xi»qi^Ji/iC'f  . . Jft  olrM ‘!?ii  A 

lOdee  IM  ^Ji9fl»»d3  vall««p  U3o«m«->’*iVaa  »3ft4S  ♦ 

XPd02  TH  ,3rfiiioJ‘5«q®<J  *bi»0  ^i  ffilt  .aPlwatol^aXt^,^ 

' > rcd»2  3H  . •■9aolfi»t^'Ia?ii«t*oo'xlvn8  a /U  JBdH  5o  3n«n3:»Aq^"o3«^2  w 

' /,  b«A  ^oJLnoiH  5o  uoiftlvlO  .anoi^dlaXJ  l*.inwifnsvog7ft3nr  !to  SiiaenmiqaQ  a.-i^r  w 

‘ -“  ■ : TK ' * losiquO  , 3aiwnqoj9V9ar.3i(lK>no3^ 

■Mli;.?prvr  sOd^l  .*.■ ‘«vA  aJaber^J  >a 

lOd??  3V  .croiaiviKl  iftodataE  l«v3oflBiaoiiv/ja  .:fo3in3iijfilnit>A  %94aW  ot><  j 

lC?n  ^aaiiorfa-yuoO  ;ij7»0  7lBali«w3  Y3ftuoO  tn  Ml^aR  x^auop  bMtUij 

3H  . $(>iS  Mo"?  C <tGllA»inAS^  Snlnoalt  » ivAo3^  baadX 

•Ilfil  afdteuteO  ,,a  £ -xwtf  T.  0 oVdT^bieoa  «IIaX  aJArf 

J09H  V4  ,U9qHilM)f  uroff  »nmi'3r«3i^taa  haarfJai^  ,bbaX*qidl 

408«4  TM  ,*ri?ot»iM  ^tr«3n»&  *->u^mV  ;Si£  ilooXJ  iit*3(i»0  rid^a»aajl  USn^amoTlViSI  3a«^ 
row  IH  ,n!»q«lj»a(  .a  wa  ,.00l  baaiJ3ai^i:»3d»bi»o»TV'aawaH  iityair] 

ir8e2  IK  ^aXuoaiOl-!  ,*32  alMH  3«»W  C£l  ,ana3oftW  irrasiMiV  ^0  ncilSulno^^A  gnXr/ial5 

3 


^1*1  «»''■  *.  ',' 

Milii^Jiit  »jrl3  ToJ  b»7*q»3^  na»d  « ad  3 arts  fl''>|3BinXbm  aviiagiiili  a «J:  n»i 

.»fl»30OiM  ,y*«'3o3  •iXet  »ld(«wk3  7*©xi  ' 'niBid*! 


, > 


*iaiKW'^i>  Iwoiqqa  toI  ft3Xa»H  fo®^aflttfi3-J*q9ti  6*13  o3  hassiradi/#  aaad  wfirf  npX«Xvlbc«wtt.,| 
-oTq  9if3  •aiii3»6  ii«3J*Talodb  BXifT  w>#3*yb  e3*avkbt4dB  bda  » fa«oq«lb 
Xs^/OTqqa  avl»>d*T  JTJtv  ij^XalYlbdoB  airf3  Haldyf  labmi  anoiaibis^oa  ^ao/l?  l»4ia_ 

>»0i  Ml  iKjlJrjBisob  fiH3  .on  ^i«Xob  nl  iiv3fl«aJ«3Aia  ipaqol  ua  axrflicqolsvab 

3#i»ddt  golad  ti  lavpiqqa  «Xii3  3ari3  Baionag*  boa  eqiiotg  Xle  04“  J 

anaSnoM  «di  b«a  3aA  Xa3MC»floilvna  aaaJiioK  6d3  3««Jitj 


WoXaXvlP  aat>r»33a  .U3/vifflW^ivfiii 


.lii 


.a.*!  .ttXHXA  0 
taattigHS  tHinaH  aiidul 


.i 


'iaJ 


‘ If 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
for 

TRI-CITY  RANCHETTES  SUBDIVISION 


ISION 


PREPARED  BY  DATE 


TYPE  OF  ACTION:  Administrative 


ironmental  Sciences  Wilbur  0.  Aikin  January  30,  1974 


Approval;  Subdivision 


VTION: 

7 • 

KIMITY : 
ESS  : 


jjXxO  • 

7EY0RS : 

! 


West  one-half  of  N.W.  one-quarter  of  Section  24,  T.20N..  R.21W. 

12  lots  on  56 .40  acres ; minimum  lot  size  is  4.52  acres 

Site  is  3.5  (road)  miles  S.W.  of  Columbia  Falls,  Montana 

West  side  of  subdivision  fronts  on  Montana  206  - The  LaSalle  Highway 

Developer  views  property  as  having  residential  potential 

Ernest  Helseth,  Kalispell  and  Charles  Beck,  Spokate,  WA 

Putnam  and  Associates,  Kalispell 


’.RIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION:  Action  would  approve  the  following  planning  concepts: 

'.r  Supply 

To  be  provided  by  individual  drilled  well.  Such  a plan  is  feasible  because  adequate 
water  of  good  quality  is  very  nearly  assured  from  Deep  Level  Aquifer  (130  to  250  feet 
;deep)  underlying  this  area.  Water  is  also  available  from  a "first  water"  shallow 
aquifer  (12  to  20  ft.);  however,  this  source  is  notoriously  unreliable  and  is  often 
ijof  poor  quality  and/or  strongly  contaminated.  Wells  in  this  surface  aquifer  are  not 
approvable  and,  if  used  for  drinking  water  purposes,  will  be  in  violation  of  the  Sub- 
division Approval  Agreement  which  will  be  attached  to  the  plat. 

|fie  Disposal 


Individual  septic  tanks  with  absorption  trench  effluent  disposal  is  to  be  the  accepted 
means  of  treating -disposing  sanitary  sewage.  This  plan  is  reasonable  inasmuch  as  soils 
fare  all  loams,  or  gravelly-sandy  loams.  Distances  between  high  ground  water  elevations 
land  designed  absorption  trench  bottoms  is  specifically  greater  than  six  feet.  The 
p.C.S.  Report  also  cites  ground  water  pollution  limitations  as  being  slight.  A minimum 
35  ft.  of  trench  per  bedroom  will  be  allowed.  Area  is  also  well  above  areas  of  pre- 
Hctable  flooding. 

[ 3 Waste  Disposal 


Jltimate  disposal  of  solid  waste  will  be  to  the  main  Flathead  County  Landfill  site. 
Responsibility  of  pick-up  is  not  yet  fixed.  Haulers  are  available  at  a fee,  or  in- 
lividuals  can  dispose  of  waste  to  either  the  landfill  site  or  the  nearest  "green  box" 
:ontainer.  Covenants  include  provisions  as  to  how  solid  waste  should  be  handled. 
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lllTINENT  INFORMATION 


I^Lographv 

I The  area  platted  as  the  Tri-City  Ranchettes  is  extremely  flat.  A pre-existing  sand 
and  gravel  excavation  along  the  highway  is  the  only  significant  typographical  variation 
I in  the  entire  block. 


» face  Water 

I 

Turnbull  Creek  is  one-quarter  mile  to  the  north  and  west  with  the  mainstream  of  Flathead 
River  one  mile  to  the  east. 


Ipetation  and  Agricultural  Capability 


Area  has  long  since  been  cleared  and  turned  to  cultivation.  Approximately  50%  is  good 
capability  class  unit  II  with  the  remainder  in  class  capability  unit  IV  (good  only  if 
irrigated).  Ground  would  be  rated  medium  for  timber  production.  Area  is  surrounded 
by  private  land  now  devoted  to  agriculture. 

ilife  Evaluation 


I In  the  present  state,  wildlife  is  not  significantly  impacted.  Fisheries  are  not  di- 
1 1 rectly  implicated  and  game  range  is  not  involved. 


i (Subdivision  involves  three  new  traffic  access  points  onto  the  LaSalle  Road.  All  roads 
I jare  to  be  50  feet  wide  and  private.  Design  is  said  to  have  been  approved  by  the  county 
■ road  department,  fbccept  for  highway  turnoffs,  culverts  or  large  cut  and  fills  are  not 
P.  indicated . 

iii|m  Sewage 

'Soil  in  area  has  capability  of  absorbing  large  amounts  of  storm  runoff.  If  roads  are 
Iditched  and  crowned  no  problem  should  be  encountered.  Such  soils  as  these  are  an  easily 
leroded  type  however,  and  do  need  stabilization  where  disturbed. 

ajpants 

kestrictions  specify: 

I.  Land  use  including  specifications  against  commercial  use 
Livestock  densities  and  farmyard  architure 

3.  Nuisances  and  a definition  of  this  meaning  with  respect  to  air  pollution,  noise,  etc. 
K Mobile  home  standards  as  to  size  and  emplacement 
r> . Sewage  system  and  solid  waste  standards 


Services 


;he  land  is  already  classified  by  the  county  appraiser  as  a subdivision  tract,  so  any 
ncrease  in  property  taxes  will  be  directly  attributable  to  homes  placed  on  the  land, 
ssuming  most  will  be  mobile  homes,  a $10,000  and  under  category,  a new  "residence" 

I ill  probably  average  about  $200.00  per  year  in  new  tax  monies.  The  Flathead  County 
lill  levy  average  for  1973  is  approximately  170  mills. 

*s  to  services,  the  + -'i-O  additional  new  people  should  not  be  a problem  because  of  the 
mall  number  involved.  The  main  highway,  the  LaSalle  Road,  is  already  fully  maintained, 
f the  12  lots,  four  are  in  the  Kalispell  school  district,  eight  are  in  the  Columbia 
alls  school  district.  Both  parts  would  be  on  school  bus  routes.  The  number  impact 
aould  not  be  severe  on  either  district. 
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HRONMENTAL  IMPACT 


1.  Loss  of  56  acres  of  agricultural  land  to  other  uses 

2.  Visual  or  aesthetic  impact  owing  to  closeness  to  a major  roadway,  the  lack  of 
screening  from  said  highway  and  the  flat  topography. 


Ll'ERMTIVES 

r; 

I None  were  considered  once  it  was  established  that: 

1.  The  project  has  the  conditional  approval  of  the  Columbia  Falls  City-County 
, j Planning  Board.  Stated  conditions  have  been  satisfied. 

, 2.  The  project  has  the  conditional  approval  of  the  Flathead  Board  of  County 

Commissioners.  Once  again  conditions  are  now  satisfied. 

, 3.  The  project  now  has  the  approval  of  the  Areawide  Planning  Organization. 

! 4.  Soils  are  capable  of  safely  assimilating  the  amount  of  sanitary  sewage  implied 
I;  by  the  scope  of  the  project. 

is.  A good  water  supply  is  readily  available  to  any  home  owner  without  significant 
impact  to  the  aquifer. 


5 division  action  is  considered  to  be  NOT  S IG N IF ICANT . 


Ijipproval  statement  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  will 
■ rafted  and  attached  to  the  proper  plats  as  soon  as  practicable.  Approval  is  contingent 
■ver  upon  written  concurrence  from  the  Flathead  County  Health  Department. 
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Department  or  Heath  and  EnVironmenta  Sciences 

'STATE  QF  MOIMTANA  Helena, Montana  5960i 
May  7,  1974 


STATE  DOCUMENTS 

MAY  9 1974 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Big  Horn  County  Courthouse,  Hardin 
City- County  Planning  Board,  Big  Horn  County  Courthouse,  Hardin 
City- County  Health  Department,  Box  T,  Hardin 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
William  E.  Redden,  Hardin 
Mr.  Dave  Weigers,  Box  525,  Hardin 

A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

TREASURE  STATE  CATTLE  FEEDERS,  INC. 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Treasure  State  Cattle  Feeders,  Inc. 
Feedlot  and  a request  by  Mr.  Dave  Weigers,  manager,  for  a livestock  waste 
control  facility  permit  for  his  operation  located  northeast  of  Hardin, 

Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  inpact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care 
to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  the  allotted 
time. 

Treasure  State  Cattle  Feeders,  Inc.  proposes  to  construct  a confined 
livestock  feeding  operation  having  a capacity  for  5,000  feeder  cattle.  The 
proposed  feeding  operation  encompasses  approximately  50  acres  and  would  be 
located  in  the  SW  1/4  of  the  NE  1/4  of  Sec.  17,  T.  IS.,  R,  34  E. , of  Big  Horn 
County.  The  location  of  this  feeding  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  area  under  consideration  for  a confined  feeding  operation  consists 
primarily  of  gently  rolling  hills  with  a southwesterly  exposure.  Considerable 
extraneous  drainage  originates  above  the  feeding  operation  but  will  be  pre- 
vented from  flowing  onto  the  feeding  area  by  diversion  structures  located  on 
the  north  and  east  of  the  feedlot  area.  This  drainage  will  then  be  discharged 
into  the  natural  drainage  courses  below  the  confined  feeding  area.  All 
surface  runoff  and  manure  from  the  feeding  area  will  be  contained  in  one  or 
more  retention  ponds  which  will  be  constructed  on  the  natural  drainage  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  feeding  area.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates  in  the 
retention  ponds  will  then  be  removed  by  a floating  pump  and  disposed  of  on 
surrounding  agricultural  land.  The  solid  material  which  accumulates  in  the 
bottom  of  the  retention  pond  will  be  periodically  removed  and  again  spread  on 
adjacent  agricultural  land. 
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Waste  material  which  accumulates  on  the  feedlot  surface  will  be  removed 
each  time  a pen  of  cattle  is  sold.  This  waste  material  will  be  hauled  to 
adjacent  agricultural  land.  Area  farmers  have  indicated  a desire  to  utilize 
this  waste  material  as  fertilizer  and  several  thousand  acres  of  agricultural 
land  could  be  available  for  waste  disposal.  The  feeding  area  will  be  periodi- 
cally sprayed  with  an  insecticide  and  bait  will  also  be  used  to  control  the 
fly  population  in  that  area.  Death  losses  will  be  disposed  of  through  the 
services  of  a local  rendering  plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  of  this  magnitude  will  have  an  effect  on  the 
surrounding  environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  may  be  minimized 
through  a good  waste  management  program.  The  manager  of  this  operation  has 
indicated  that  the  grain  to  be  used  for  feed  for  the  livestock  will  be 
processed  in  such  a manner  that  it  is  more  palatable  and  digestable  and  will 
therefore  result  in  less  grain  in  the  waste  material  and  should  reduce  some- 
what the  odors  which  can  be  expected.  The  waste  management  program  which 
has  been  outlined  in  the  application  should  also  significantly  minimize  the 
problem  of  air  pollution.  The  limited  wind  direction  information  which  is 
available  for  the  Hardin  area  would  indicate  that  the  three  most  prevalent 
wind  directions  would  be  from  the  north,  southeast,  and  south,  with  winds 
blowing  in  the  direction  of  the  City  of  Hardin  only  a minimal  percentage  of 
the  time. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  the  Treasure  State 
Cattle  Feeders,  Inc.  would  be  the  selection  of  an  alternate  site  for  the 
proposed  feeding  operation.  While  a more  remote  area  might  be  found,  it  is 
difficult  to  select  a location  which  provides  the  necessary  utilities,  access, 
and  most  importantly,  a good  water  supply.  If  the  proposed  waste  management 
program  is  adhered  to,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  should  be  quite 
minimal,  and  relocation  would  not  be  necessary. 


iL. 

Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

SLPivlf 
Attachment 
cc:  Ben  Wake 


3 


STAJE  mEBB 


Department  oi  Heath  and  Enfironmental  Sciences 


JUN  1 9 1974 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA 


June  17,  1974 


59601 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D, 

DIRECTOR 


'State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  County  Courthouse,  Wolf  Point 

EnArironmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  James  Walikonis,  Reserve,  Montana  59258 


NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR 

THE  WALIKONIS  FARMS 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  a request  for  a livestock  waste  control 
facility  permit  for  the  Walikonis  Farms  located  west  of  Medicine  Lake, 

Montana.  This  request  was  submitted  by  Mr.  James  L.  Walikonis. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's  intent 
not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration  will  be 
circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  the  application 
for  a permit,  please  do  so  within  the  alio ted  time. 

Mr.  Walikonis  currently  operates  a total  confinement  swine  operation 
having  a maximum  design  capacity  of  approximately  500  head.  The  confined 
swine  operation  is  located  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northeast  quarter 
of  Section  25,  Township  32  North,  Range  53  East,  of  Roosevelt  County.  The 
location  of  this  operation  is  approximately  22  miles  west  of  Medicine  Lake, 
Montana,  and  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

This  confined  swine  operation  consists  of  a farrowing  operation  and  a 
finishing  unit.  The  swine  are  held  within  confinement  buildings  and  the  waste 
material  which  is  produced  drops  through  the  slatted  floors  into  a manure  pit 
located  beneath  the  building.  This  liquid  manure  pit  has  the  capacity  to 
store  in  excess  of  120  days  waste  production.  Waste  material  which  accumu- 
lates in  the  manure  pit  is  periodically  removed  and  spread  on  adjacent  agricul- 
tural land.  ^Approximately  1,000  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal. 

Flies  in  the  area  around  the  confinement  operation  are  controlled 
through  a spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  burial. 

While  any  confined  livestock  operation  ma)^  have  an  effect  on  the 
surrounding  environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized 
through  adequate  waste  control  facilities  and  a good  waste  management  program. 


Walikonis  Farms 
Page  2 
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In  the  case  of  this  existing  operation,  water  pollution  problems  should  be 
eliminated  or  minimized  through  the  management  and  operation  of  the  existing 
control  facilities.  This  waste  management  program  should  also  greatly  mini- 
mize the  air  pollution  or  odor  problem.  Due  to  the  somewhat  remote  location 
of  this  operation,  the  air  pollution  problem  should  be  further  minimized. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Walikonis  would  be 
to  relocate  his  existing  operation.  It  is  doubtful  that  a better  site  could 
be  located  as  this  site  is  quite  removed  from  streams,  homes,  etc.  To  our 
knowledge,  this  operation  has  not  had  significant  adverse  environmental 
effect  on  the  surrounding  land  and  therefore,  relocation  does  not  seem 
justified. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 
Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Department  of  Heath  and  Enfironmental  Sciences 


'STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 

Januaiy  6,  1975 


John  $.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


STATE  DOCUMi 


State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Hill  County  Courthouse,  Havre 
Mr.  John  Herndon,  County  Sanitarian,  Box  504,  Chinook 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Ralph  J.  Anderson,  Vita- Rich  Dair)p  Inc. , Box  790,  Havre 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

VITA-Riai  DAIRY,  INC.  FARM 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmiental  Sciences  concerning  the  Vita-Rich  Daiiy  and  their  request 
for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  their  animal  confinement  facility 
located  east  of  Havre,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  infoin  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  negative 
declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a 
decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should 
be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit, 
please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

The  Vita-Rich  Dairy,  Inc.  currently  maintains  a dairy  operation  with 
approximately  220  cows  at  a site  approximately  eight  miles  east  of  Havre, 
Montana  on  U.  S.  Highway  No.  2.  The  animal  confinement  facility  is  loca- 
ted in  the  SWh,  NEh,  Sec.  3,  T.  32  N. , R.  17  E. , of  Hill  County.  This 
location  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

Most  of  the  livestock  at  the  dair>'  are  held  within  a recently  con- 
structed controlled  environment  building.  Within  this  building,  waste 
material  which  is  produced  drops  through  slatted  floors  and  is  contained 
in  a concrete  pit  located  below.  This  waste  material  is  then  periodically 
removed  and  disposed  of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Some  replacement 
cattle  are  held  in  open  lots  in  that  same  area.  In  the  past,  surface  run- 
off from  these  open  lots  has  been  allowed  to  flow  directly  into  the  Milk 
River.  Effective  May  1,  1975,  that  area  will  be  modified  so  that  any 
surface  runoff  would  be  contained  on  the  applicant's  property  rather  than 
being  discharged  to  the  river.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates  on 
the  feedlot  surface  is  removed  at  least  once  per  year  and  again  disposed 
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of  on  adjacent  agricultural  land.  Precautions  will  be  taben  to  insure  that 
the  waste  material  which  is  being  applied  to  this  land  is  not  carried  by 
irrigation  return  flow  into  that  same  river. 

Flies  and  odors  sliould  not  constitute  a problem  for  the  surrounding 
environment  due  to  the  type  of  animal  confinement  facility  and  the  fly 
control  program  that  is  followed.  IVhile  any  livestock  operation  may  have 
an  effect  on  the  surrounding  environment,  the  adverse  environmental  effects 
can  be  minimized  through  an  effective  waste  management  program.  The  waste 
control  facilities  and  waste  management  program  outlined  for  this  animal 
confinement  facility  should  provide  adequate  environmental  protection. 

The  only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  the  applicant  in 
this  situation  would  be  to  relocate  the  existing  operation,  The  recently 
constructed  controlled  environment  building  represents  a substantial 
investment,  and  represents  one  of  the  best  types  of  animal  confinement 
facilities  currently  available.  Relocation  of  such  an  operation  does  not, 
therefore,  seem  justifiable. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Planning  Board,  YelloTvstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 

City- County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 

Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  James  Weber,  Route  1,  Box  301,  Billings 

Mr.  Ray  Zeiler,  Route  1,  Billings 

Mr.  Bill  Weil,  Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 

Mr.  George  Walter,  Route  1,  Billings 

Mr.  Harold  Walter,  Route  1,  East  Lane,  Billings 

Mr.  Art  Quanburg,  South  Frontage  Road,  Billings 

Mr,  Sam  Procive,  Mullowney  Lane,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

WEBER  AND  SONS  ANIMAL  CONFINEMENT  FACILITY 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  die  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Weber  and  Sons  animal  confinement 
facility  and  a request  by  Mr.  James  Weber  for  a waste  discharge  permit 
for  this  operation  located  south  of  Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau' s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  i\^hich  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  alio ted  time. 


Weber  and  Sons  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement  facility 
having  a capacity  for  approximately  650  feeder  cattle.  This  feeding 
operation  encompasses  approximately  4 acres  and  is  located  in  the 
N1V%,  NE^,  Sec,  19,  T.  IS.,  R.  26  E,,  of  Yellowstone  County.  The  location 
of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  extremely  flat  with  slopes  of 
approximately  0.3%.  Extraneous  drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the 
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feeding  area  due  to  the  extremely  flat  topography  and  the  physical 
barrier  of  a feeding  alley.  Minimal  runoff  should  result  from  an  area 
such  as  this  and  any  runoff  which  might  occur  would  be  routed  southeast 
onto  adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  runoff  should  be  contained  on 
property  ov'med  by  the  applicant  with  little  possibility  of  ever  reaching 
state  waters.  Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feeding  area  at  least 
once  per  year  and  spread  on  agricultural  land  owned  by  the  applicant. 
Approximately  180  acres  of  such  cropland  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
routine  spraying  and  the  pens  are  heavily  bedded  to  hold  down  dust.  Dead 
animals  are  disposed  of  in  a local  rendering  plant. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  imste  managoment  program.  If  the  waste  management  program  as 
outlined  in  this  application  is  adhered  to,  the  problem  of  air  pollution 
should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  the  applicant  would  be  the  relocation 
of  an  existing  operation.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an 
agricultural  area  and  is  a part  of  a farming  operation.  Our  office  has 
never  received  complaints  of  either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this 
animal  confinement  facility.  In  view  of  such  facts  and  the  costs  involved 
in  relocation,  such  action  does  not  appear  warranted. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


SLPrvlf 
Attachment 
cc : Ben  Wake 

Dan  Yichorek 
Air  Quality  Bureau 
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Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 

STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  59601 

S 

_STATE  DOCUMENTS 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


May  15,  1975 


1 6 1975 

State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Lewis  & Clark  County  Courthouse,  Helena 

City-County  Health  Department,  201  S.  Main,  Helena 

City  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

County  Planning  Department,  38  S.  Main,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Mr.  Wesley  M.  Johnson,  2580  Lincoln  Road  East,  Helena 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

WES  JOHNSON  DAIRY  AND  FEEDLOT 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environm.ental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  an  existing  animal  confinement 
facility  operated  by  Mr.  Wesley  M.  Johnson  of  Helena,  Montana.  Mr.  John- 
son has  made  applicatim  fora  waste  discharge  permit  for  his  dairy  and 
confined  feeding  operation  located  northeast  of  Helena. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement  regarding  this 
animal  confinement  facility.  This  declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a 
period  of  ten  days  following  which  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  whether 
or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued.  If  you  care  to  comment 
on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  operated  since  1956  a dairy  and  confined  feeding 
operation  having  capacity  for  approximately  900  animals.  This  facility 
is  located  in  the  SE%,  SE%,  Sec.  15,  T.  11  N.,  R.  3 W.,  of  Lewis  and 
Clark  County,  approximately  nine  miles  northeast  of  Helena.  The 
location  of  this  facility  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

Process  generated  wastewater  consists  of  surface  runoff  from  the 
approximately  five  acre  open  lot  area  and  overflow  of  milk  house 
v/ashwater.  Washwater  approximating  1 ,000  gallons  per  day  is  discharged 
into  a large  septic  tank  and  is  periodically  removed  from  that  tank  and 
disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  During  periods  of  incle- 
ment weather  the  overflow  from  the  septic  tank  will  be  discharged  to  the 
livestock  waste  control  facilities.  Likewise,  surface  runoff  from  the 
approximately  five  acre  open  lot  feeding  area  during  periods  of  heavy 
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precipitation  will  be  discharged  to  the  same  livestock  was'e  control 
facility.  Extraneous  drainage  from  above  the  animal  confinement 
facility  does  not  come  in  contact  with  livestock  waste  due  to  a diversion 
which  has  been  constructed  above  the  feeding  area. 

The  process  generated  wastewater  will  be  collected  and  transported 
via  buried  pipe  to  a two-cell  retention  pond  capable  of  retaining  all 
flow  and  providing  for  disposal  of  the  liquid  waste  material  through 
evaporation.  There  should  be  no  discharge  from  this  livestock  waste 
control  facility  to  state  waters.  Livestock  waste  accumulating  on  the 
surface  of  the  feeding  and  holding  area  together  with  the  solid  waste 
material  which  accumulates  in  the  collection  basin,  will  be  periodically 
removed  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land.  Approximately 
900  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  this  animal  confinement  are  controlled  through  a 
combination  baiting  and  spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of 
at  the  county  sanitary  landfill. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  such  as  this  will  have  an  effect 
on  the  environment.  Adverse  effects  can,  however,  be  minimized  through 
location  and  a good  waste  management  program.  The  animal  confinement 
facility  in  question  is  quite  well  removed  from  any  developed  area,  and 
as  such  odors  from  the  animal  confinement  facility  should  not  constitute 
a significant  problem.  Adherence  to  the  waste  management  program  which 
has  been  proposed  should  result  in  no  discharge  of  pollutants  to  state 
waters  and  minimal  nuisance  conditions  from  this  waste  material.  The 
only  alternative  that  would  be  available  to  Mr.  Johsnon  would  be  the 
relocation  of  the  existing  facility.  The  animal  confinement  facility  is 
a part  of  an  overall  farming  operation  and  livestock  have  been  held  in 
confinement  at  this  location  for  quite  some  time.  As  long  as  the  waste 
material  is  managed  in  such  a manner  that  it  does  not  create  nuisance 
conditions  and  the  process  generated  wastewater  is  contained  in  the 
proposed  livestock  waste  control  facilities,  such  relocation  of  this 
f aci 1 i ty  does  not  s aem  j us t i ri abl e . 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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^'^^portment  of  Health  and  Ei^ronmental  Sciences 

'state  of  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA, MONTANA  59601 


KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE -Box  1031-Kalispell , MT  59901  johnS  And.r«x,MD 

DIRCCTOK 


April  26,  1974 


COPIES  OF  WESTERN  ACRES  SUBDIVISION  TO  THE  FOLLOWING : 

Mr.  Conrad  Peterson  1014  2nd  St.  W.  Kalispell 

Mr.  William  Doyle,  Doyle  6e  Associates , Glacier  Bldg,  Kalispell 
Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Montana  Fish  & Game  Dept.  Attn:  Mr.  Jim  Posewitz  Mitchell  Bldg.  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept,  of  Health  & Env.  Science,  Attn:  Art  Clarkson,  Helena 
Montana  State  Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Div.  of  Planning  & Economic  Dev. 
Capitol  Station,  Helena 

Mr.  Ben  Wake,  Administrator,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.  Helena 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County,  Kalispell 
Flathead  County  Areawide  Planning  Board  3 Ford  Bldg,  Kalispell 
B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.  Flathead  County  Health  Officer  Box  427  Whitefish 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919  Kalispell 
Honorable  Larry  Bjorneby,  Mayor  City  of  Kalispell  City  Hall  Kalispell 
Mr.  Max  Lauder,  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  Kalispell 

Regional  Planning  Association  of  Western  Montana  133  W.  Main  Missoula 
Flathead  Tomorrow,  Ms.  Kathy  Thompson,  President  Box  173  Bigfork 
Montana  State  Library  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena 


Gentlemen : 


The  enclosed  Negative  Declaration  has  been  prepared  for  the  Western  Acres 
Subdivision,  a proposed  residential  land  division  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested  individuals  and 
agencies  of  this  divisions  intent  to  approve  this  proposal  without  developing 
an  Impact  statement. 

Therefore,  if  you  have  any  questions,  comments  or  exceptions  to  the  information 
contained  in  this  statement,  please  feel  free  to  contact  this  office. 


Sincerely, 


Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


FOR 


VTESTERN  ACRES 


A Proposed  Subdivision  Adjacent  to  Kalispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana 


DIVISION : Environmental  Science 

Kalispell  Regional  Office 


PREPARED  BY:  Wilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 


TYPE  OF  ACTION  : Subdivision  Approval 


DATE: 


April  26,  1974 


I SIZE : Eleven  lots  and  a park  (lot)  on  11.4  acres.  Seven  of  these  lots  are  one-half 
acre  or  slightly  larger  with  the  rest  in  the  one  to  two  acre  range.  The  lot  being 
dedicated  for  parkalnd  is  1.8  acres  in  size.  Project  is  a replat  of  a portion  of 
j three  larger  lots  in  an  old  subdivision  known  as  Sunnyside  Park. 

[ LOCATION  : Just  beyond  the  edge  of  the  Kalispell  City  Limits  in  the  southwest 
!,  corner  of  town.  Project  is  separated  from  city  by  a 400  foot  strip  of  ground. 

According  to  the  developer,  annexation  for  this  area-“and  adjacent  residential 
I areas --has  been  refused  because  of  technical  problems  which  the  city  has 
,|  assessed  and  found  to  be  extraordinarily  expensive  and  difficult  to  overcome. 

I Ashley  Creek  bounds  the  subdivision  along  the  entire  west  edge. 

ACCESS : By  existing  county  road  which  is  an  extension  of  7th  Avenue  West.  An 
interior  road  with  cul-de-sac  built  to  county  specifications  will  provide  access 
|:  to  the  back  row  of  lots. 

I USE : Presumably  for  residential  use.  Proprietory  restrictions  have  not  been 
I included  as  part  of  the  submittal,  and  the  preliminary  approval  of  the  Areawide 
L Planning  Organization  was  granted  without  a request  for  such  restrictions.  Adjacent 
area  is  a mix  of  residences,  mobile  homes  on  foundations,  mobile  homes  on  wheels 
and  small  ranchette  acreages  with  livestock.  Existing  use  is  open  space  grassland 
I or  pasture.  Agricultural  capability  is  Class  III. 

I TOPOGRAPHY : Residential  area  is  generally  flat,  sloping  slightly  to  the  southwest. 

I On  the  west  edge,  the  ground  breaks  down  over  a moderate  stream  terrain  onto  the 
ii  Ashley  Creek  bottom.  For  those  lots  on  the  Ashley  Creek  side,  residential  building 
[ might  conceivably  be  built  on  fill  material  deposited  on  ground  at  or  near  floor 
plain  elevations.  However,  disposal  systems  can  and  will  be  located  in  undisturbed 
li  terrace  soil  at  a distance  more  than  100  feet  from  surface  waters. 


STORM  DRAINAGE  AND  FLOODING:  Problems  can  be  anticipated.  Soil  does  not  accept 
surface  seepage  well  and  any  heavy  runoff  can  be  expected  to  follow  road  drain 
ditches  to  an  Ashley  Creek  discharge  with  possible  minor  ponding  inadjacent 
low  area  . 

Flooding  can  be  expected  in  subdivision  plat  area,  however,  the  only  lot  seriously 
effected  is  that  lot  to  be  dedicated  for  park  usage.  The  three  other  lots  touching 
on  the  creek  are  all  large  with  typical  lot  layouts  specifying  areas  of  effluent 
disposal  to  be  on  that  portion  of  the  river  bank  terrace  well  above  flooding  and 
capable  of  maintaining  the  required  trench -ground  water  spring. 
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A Negative  Declaration 
Western  Acres 


April  26,  1974 
rage  Two 


OWNERSHIP : Mr.  Conrad  D.  Peterson,  1014  2nd  St.  West,  Kalispell,  Montana 
WATER  QUALITY  PLANNING  CONCEPTS; 

Water  Supply  - To  be  supplied  by  private  Homeowners  Community  System. 

System  is  to  consist  of  an  existing  well  (108  ft.  deep,  20  gpra,  heavy  clay 

seal  from  69  feet  to  98  feet),  a 4 inch  supply  main  and  500  gallon 

hydropneumatic  tank.  Upon  utilization  of  entire  subdivision,  flow  will  be 
adequate  for  domestic  household  use  only.  Lawn  and  garden  irrigation 
water  will  not  be  available  unless  an  additional  source  is  obtained  or  the 
existing  well  developed  for  high  volume  flow. 

Sewage  Treatment  - Septic  tank  and  drainfield.  Soils  are  Kalispell  silty 
loams  with  heavy  subsoil  and  slow  percolation  rates.  Basic  design  parameter 
will  be  130  linear  feet  of  drainfield  per  bedroom  excluding  laundry  water 
or  garbage  grinder  waste  which  must  be  discharged  to  a separate  system. 
Seepage  pits  are  prohibited  and  the  installation  of  individual  sewage 

systems  will  not  be  accepted  by  the  Flathead  County  Sanitarians  Office  if 

placed  in  unconsolidated  fill. 

Solid  Waste  - Ultimate  disposal  will  be  to  the  Flathead  County  Landfill 
via  personal  conveyance  or  private  pickup  service. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT:  Impact  is  considered  to  be  insignificant  owing  to 

project  size  and  its  proxemity  to  the  city  and  the  existing  services.  Adverse 
impacts  will  arise  at  a later  date  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  extend  city 
facilities,  primarily  sewer  and  water,  into  the  outlying  residential  areas. 

No  further  alternatives  were  considered  as  soon  as  the  developer  agreed  to  accept 
the  option  of  limiting  his  Ashley  Creek  frontage,  and  redesign  his  plat  to  a 
large  lot  layout  pattern  which  would  lessen  the  general  impact  on  Ashley  Creek 
and  environs. 


DECISION : Project  will  be  approved  upon  written  concurrence  with  the  Flathead 
County  Health  Department  office.  The  Areawide  Planning  Organization  has  already 
acted  on  the  land  use  decision  in  accepting  the  preliminary  plat  application. 
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STATE  DOCUMEN 1 ^ BID  4 W4 


department  of  Health  and  Er^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  Helena,  Montana  5960i 


John  $.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


November  25,  1974 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 
Camona  Hills  Properties,  Inc.,  c/o  Survco,  Inc.,  103  Commercial 
Drive,  Bozeman 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
City-County  Health  Department,  Box  639,  Bozeman 
Gallatin  County  Attorney,  Courthouse,  Bozeman 
Jim  DeWolfe,  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Bozeman 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning, 
Helena 

Department  of  State  Lands,  Helena 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena 
Department  of  Highways,  Helena 

Perry  Nelson,  Gallatin  Sportsmen's  Association,  526  North  Bozeman 
Avenue,  Bozeman 

Louis  Moos,  Sacajawea  Audubon  Society,  712  South  13th  Avenue, 
Bozeman 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 
Dr.  Richard  Ritter,  Box  1170,  Bozeman 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Gallatin  National  Forest,  Federal  Building,  Helena 
Charles  Bradley,  1105  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 
Northern  Rockies  Action  Group,  #9  Placer  Street,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Ken  Porter,  502  South  Grand,  Bozeman 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212  Venture  Center, 
University  of  Montana,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 

Doris  Milner,  Montana  Wilderness  Association,  Route  1,  Box  1410, 
Hamilton 

Bozeman  Public  Library,  Bozeman 

Environmental  Studies  Department,  University  of  Montana,  Missoula 

Consumer  Advocate,  Governor's  Office,  Helena 

Dorothy  Bradley,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Rick  Applegate,  Box  931,  Bozeman 

Elizabeth  Smith,  2311  Highland  Court,  Bozeman 

Joe  Sabol,  27  North  Tracy,  Bozeman 


' , Lyndaie  Avenue 
neleno,  Monfano  59601 
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Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Helena 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena 
Paul  T.  Richards,  902  North  Park,  Helena 

Dan  Smith,  Citizens  Alert  for  Guided  Growth,  812  South  Eighth, 
Bozeman 

C.  W.  Gonder,  823  East  Call  Street,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Winifred  Lucky,  420  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Mrs.  Vel  Jansen,  430  South  Sixth,  Livingston 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 
Jim  Goetz,  15  South  Tracy,  Bozeman 


Enclosed  is  a negative  declaration  that  has  been  prepared 
for  Wheatland  Hills  Subdivisions,  a proposed  subdivision  in 
Gallatin  County,  Montana.  This  document  is  being  sent  to  you 
for  your  information. 

The  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences  for  approval  of  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations for  the  water  supply  system  and  the  sewage  dispgsal  system. 
This  declaration  is  intended  to  insure  all  concerned  groups  and 
individuals  that  this  approval  is  being  sought  within  the  intent 
of  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  and  the  Montana  subdivision 
and  platting  laws. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D.  G.  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW;APK:sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Terry  Carmody 

Ben  Wake 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 

November  21,  1974 

A Negative  Declaration 
for 

WHEATLAND  HILLS  SUBDIVISION, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana 

Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504 
(b)  (3),  R.C.M.  1947;  the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private 

water  supply  and  sewage  disposal  for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001 
through  69-5009,  R.C.M.  1947;  and  the  act  controlling  water  pol- 
lution, Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  R.C.M.  1947,  the  follow- 
ing negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences,  Environmental  Sciences  Division, 
concerning  Wheatland  Hills  Subdivision  in  Gallatin  County,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau's  intent  not  to  prepare  an  environmental  impact  statement. 
This  document  will  be  circulated  for  15  days. 

This  development  would  consist  of  84  lots  ranging  in  size  from 
1.002  acres  to  2.757  acres.  The  total  area  covered  by  the  lots 
would  be  99.448  acres  of  the  total  149.019  acres  within  the  sub- 
division. The  remainder  of  the  land  would  be  left  as  open  space. 

Water  supply  would  be  through  wells,  either  individual  or  with  up 
to  eight  homes  per  well.  An  existing  well  on  the  property  pro- 
duces 57  gallons  per  minute.  Five  gallons  per  minute  is  deemed 
adequate  for  the  average  household  water  supply.  The  aquifer 
is  sufficiently  deep  to  be  protected  from  contamination  by  septic 
tank  drainfields.  No  water  was  located  in  10-foot  deep  test 
holes,  and  the  first  water  encountered  in  drilling  the  well  was 
52  feet.  There  is  no  surface  water  on  the  property.  The  soils 
are  suitable  for  use  of  septic  tank  drainfields  as  proposed. 

A refuse  hauler  is  available  to  service  the  subdivision.  The  trash 
would  be  disposed  of  in  the  Bozeman  sanitary  landfill. 

The  major  access  road  from  Bozeman  is  paved  as  would  all  streets 
in  the  subdivision.  Therefore,  little  increase  in  air  pollution 
from  dust  would  be  detected. 

The  primary  game  species  using  the  land  at  present  is  the  pheasant, 
of  which  there  are  very  few.  The  loss  of  game  habitat,  therefore, 
is  not  a serious  environmental  impact. 
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Children  of  residents  in  the  subdivision  would  have  to  be  bussed 
approximately  4.5  miles  to  school  in  Bozeman  but  the  cost  would 
be  less  than  the  increased  tax  revenues  that  would  result  from 
conversion  of  agricultural  land  to  a subdivision. 

It  appears  that  the  environmental  impacts  that  might  be  considered 
significant  are  the  loss  of  dryland  agricultural  production  and 
the  aesthetic  impacts  of  additional  housing  in  an  area  where 
there  is  presently  a scattering  of  subdivisions. 

Therefore,  in  view  of  the  minor  impacts,  this  department  does  not 
intend  to  prepare  an  environmental  impact  statement  unless  con- 
vincing response  to  the  contrary,  supported  by  concrete  data, 
is  submitted  within  15  days. 


This  negative  declaration  was  prepared  by  Daniel  Vichorek, 
Technical  Writer  for  the  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  from  information  submitted  by  the  developer. 
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Derartmentof  Health  and  Er^lronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MONTANA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


KALISPELL  REGIONAL  OFFICE,  BOX  1031,  KALISPELL,  MT  59901 


November  15,  1973 


Mr.  Clyde  Wilson,  Rt . 2,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 

Mr.  Fletcher  Newby,  Montana  Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Station,  Helena,  MT 
Mr.  Jim  Posewitz,  Montana  Fish  & Game  Department,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Flathead  Areawide  Planning  Organization,  3 Ford  Bldg.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Mr.  Les  Espeland,  R.S.,  Flathead  County  Sanitarian,  Box  919,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
Water  Quality  Bureau,  State  Department  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT 
Dept,  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  & Economic  Development, 
Helena,  MT  59601 


Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  a Negative  Declaration  that  has  been  prepared  for  Wilson  Heights  Sub' 
division,  a small  subdivision  west  of  Kalispell  in  Flathead  County,  Montana. 

This  subdivision  has  been  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  approval  of 
the  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  and  solid  waste  systems.  If  there  are  any 
questions  relative  to  the  contents  of  this  declaration  or  the  stated  decision 
to  approve  these  plans,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  this  office. 


?ilbur  0.  Aikin,  P.E. 

Public  Health  Engineer 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 


for 


WILSON  HEIGHTS  SUBDIVISION 


DIVISION  OF: 

PREPARED  BY: 

DATE: 

TYPE  OF  ACTION: 

Environmental  Sciences 

Wilbur  0.  Aikin 

November  15,  1973 

Administrative  Approval 
of  Subdivision  Facilitie 

LOCATION 

A rectangular  block  of  4.6  acres  one  mile  west  of  Kalispell  near  the  base  of  the  rising 
foothills  of  the  Lone  Pine  State  Forest.  Access  to  the  proposed  development  is  off 
of  an  excellent  paved  county  road  which  is  usually  referred  to  as  the  Foy's  Lake  Road. 
Area  is  in  the  Ashley  Creek  drainage  basin. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  PROPOSED  ACTION 


A subdivision  of  5 lots  (to  be  filed  as  the  Wilson  Heights  Subdivision)  has  been 
proposed  for  this  block  of  ground.  Four  of  the  lots  are  approximately  3/4  acres  in 
size  and  the  fifth  is  1.4  acres. 

The  area  adjacent  to  this  block  is  generally  subdivided  into  less-than-ten-acre 
irregular  parcels  and  smaller  (uniform)  lot  grids.  A pre-existing  land  use  com- 
mitment to  residential  living  is  therefore  well  advanced.  The  was  accomplished 
before  the  advent  of  a planning  authority  however,  and  some  earlier  decisions  may 
have  created  potential  problems.  The  interior  road  at  the  subdivision  is  only  30 
feet  wide  and  below  county  standard.  Yet  it  is  the  projection  of  a similar  road 
from  an  adjacent  area.  Approval  will  create  either  a 30  foot  private  road  with 
impact  for  the  future  or  force  enlargement  and  easement  in  that  area  already  divided 
and  developing. 

Proximity  to  the  city  also  suggests  that  this  area  could,  in  time,  become  part  of  the 
Kalispell  proper.  Good  planning  dictates  that  this  roadway  problem  be  taken  into 
consideration  before  approval  is  granted. 


PERTINENT  INFORMATION 

Topographically  the  ground  is  on  a 5 degree  slope  to  the  NW.  Local  undulations  of 
up  to  10  degrees  are  possible.  No  surface  water  and  or  ground  water  problems  are 
to  be  anticipated.  The  nearest  potential  water  would  be  400  feet  to  the  north  in 
a dry  stream  course  which  has  been  known  to  carry  intermittant  near  surface  under- 
ground flow. 
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Soils  are  all  (Prospect)  Stony  Loams  which  show  only  moderate  limitations  insofar 
as  the  proposed  septic  tanks  and  drainfields  ystems  are  concerned.  These  limita- 
tions become  "severe"  however,  in  areas  of  greater  than  5 degree  slope.  Part  of 
this  problem  relates  to  the  inordinate  amount  of  gravel,  cobble  or  stone  to  contend 
with  in  this  area.  Building  site  locations,  roads,  parking  and  landscaping  show 
similar  "moderate"  limitations.  Soil  erosion  and  dust  pollution  potential  is  low 
to  moderate. 


Water  Supply  from  individual  drilled  wells  is  the  proposed  water  supply  scheme.  This 
is  possible  (but  not  assured)  because  other  such  wells  exist  in  this  area.  They  are 
unusually  deep,  the  nearest  is  producing  an  acceptable  flow  at  450  feet.  Experience 
has  shown  that  in  areas  of  high  cost  water  such  as  this  is,  small  3,  4 or  5 user 
systems  on  a single  well  evolve.  Such  systems  must  be  constructed  to  standard  but 
they  are  unregulated  because  of  their  small  size.  The  one-well  on  each  lot  plan 
shown  by  the  typical  lot  layout  may  or  may  not  occur,  however,  the  concept  of  a 
drilled  well  source  is  feasible  within  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

Solid  Waste  will  go  to  the  County  Landfill  Site.  "Green-box  receptacles"  are  not 
being  used  in  this  area,  however  an  MRC  licensed  hauler  is  available  to  meet  the  needs 
of  this  provision. 

The- Agricultural  Capability  of  the  land  is  class  5 and  6,  a low-potential  evaluation. 

Environmental  Conditions  are  already  partly  controlled  because  the  area  is  within 
a valid  Zoning  District  (Resolution  95)  which  defines  specific  restraints  with  re- 
gard to  land  use  and  construction  practice. 

Ore  unusual  factor  which  has  grown  out  of  the  APO  review  is  the  recognition  that  this 
area  has  a prior  record  of  seismic  activity.  The  developer  has  been  asked  to  investi- 
gate the  past  meaning  and  future  potential  of  this  designation  (on  or  adjacent  to 
an  earthquake  epicenter)  prior  to  approval. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT 

Impact  from  this  development  should  be  slight,  slow  and  controlled.  High  value 
aesthetic, agricultural  or  wildlife  land  is  not  involved,  and  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  known  adverse  effects  other  than  those  already  noted.  Nor  is  there  any 
controversial  commitment  of  natural  resources. 


ALTERNATIVES 

A public  hearing  has  been  held  following  the  submission  of  plans  and  review  of  the 
preliminary  application  by  the  APO.  Environmental  and  administrative  alternatives 
had  been  considered  and  a conditional  approval  granted.  Thus  the  land  use  decision 
has  already  been  made,  however  ultimate  approval  rests  on  the  developers  ability 
to  satisfy  the  conditions  requested  (roads,  parks,  covenants,  etc.)  plus  facility 
approval  of  water,  sewer  and  solid  waste  plans  by  the  State  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

This  division  action  is  considered  to  be  not  significant . A "Certificate  of  Sub- 
division Approval"  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Areawide  Planning  Office  for  considera- 
tion and  inclusion  in  the  Final  Plat  Review  and  APO  recommendation. 


BASTS  FOR  DECISION 

The  documents  and  data  required  by  Section  69-5001  through  5005,  R.C.M.,  and,  the 
rules  and  regulatiotB  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  made  and  promulgated  pursuant 
thereto  have  been  submitted  and  found  to  be  in  compliance. 
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STATE  DOCUMENTS 
Department  of  Health  and  Emronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIM  A HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


JUN  2 0 1974 

John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 


Honorable  Thomas  Judge,  Governor,  State  of  Montana,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Helena 

City-County  Planning  Board,  38  South  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena 

City-County  Health  Department,  201  So,  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena 

Henry  B.  Pfeson,  219  Vawter  Street,  Helena 

Menasco-McGuirm  Associates,  2717  Airport  Way,  Helena 

Mary  Lee  Reese,  29  South  Alta,  Helena 

Consumer  A.dvocate,  Governor’s  Office,  Helena 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Fish  and  Game  Department,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Helena 

Student  Environmental  Research  Center,  Room  212,  Venture  Center,  Missoula 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 
Rick  Graetz,  Box  894,  Helena 

Soil  Conservation  Service,  Capitol  Plaza  #203,  515  No.  Sanders,  Helena 


Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  the  negative  declaration  for  York  Gulch  Minor  Subdivision, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County,  Montana. 

All  questions  or  comments  should  be  received  within  ten  days. 

Sincerely  yours. 


D,  G,  Willems,  P.E.,  Chief 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

DGW:AJG:sh 
Enclosure 
cc:  Dan  Vichorek 
Terry  Carmody 

MONTANA  SI^aTE  l.BRaKV 

930  Eost  Lynda4Q  Avenue 
Helena,  Montana  59601 


MONTANA  STATE  DEPARTNIENT  OF  HEALTH 
AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


June  19,  1974 


A Negative  Declaration  for 
YORK  GULCH  MINOR  SUBDIVISION, 
a proposed  subdivision  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County,  Montana 


Pursuant  to  the  Nfontana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  Section  69-6504 (b)  (3) ; 
the  act  controlling  both  public  and  private  water  simply  and  sewage  dis- 
posal for  subdivisions.  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005;  and  the  act 
controlling  water  pollution.  Section  69-4801  through  69-4827,  the  fol- 
lowing negative  declaration  is  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  Environmental  Sciences 
Division,  concerning  the  proposed  York  Gulch  Minor  Subdivision  near  York 
in  Lev/is  and  Clark  County,  Montana,  for  which  a request  has  been  received 
requesting  subdivision  plat  approval. 


The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  the  concerned  public  of  the  Water  Quality 
Bureau’s  intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This 
declaration  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  10  days  at  which  time 
the  York  Gulch  Minor  Subdivision  will  be  reviewed  in  light  of  comments 
received. 


York  Gulch  Minor  Subdivision  is  an  8.44  acre  tract  of  land  located  in  a 
portion  of  Sections  16  and  17,  Township  11  North,  Range  1 West,  MPM,  Lewis 
and  Clark  County,  Montana.  The  five  lots  would  be  served  by  individual 
water  and  sewer  systems.  The  property  is  presently  unused  and  accumulating 
public  trash.  All  lots  exceed  one  acre  in  size.  All  lots  are  relatively 
flat. 


Individual  wells  would  provide  a domestic  water  supply.  Adequate  wells 
are  found  on  neighboring  property.  Foundation  and  Materials  Consultants, 
Inc.,  Helena,  Montana  has  determined  that  no  groundwater  on  June  13,  1974 
was  found  at  depths  of  test  holes  of  12  1/2  and  15  feet.  Percolation 
test  holes  by  the  sam.e  firm  on  all  lots  indicate  an  average  percolation 
rate  of  six  minutes  per  inch.  This  engineering  data  shows  that  satis- 
factory individual  sewage  systems  can  be  used  on  all  lots  with  required 
minimum  separation  distances  between  drainfields,  watercourses,  and  wells 
provided. 

A contract  garbage  hauler  is  available  to  service  the  area.  Residents 
of  this  subdivision  can  make  provisions  to  have  their  solid  waste 
satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

Probable  impacts  of  this  subdivision  would  tend  to  minimize  the  general 
use  of  this  area  as  a convenient,  illegal  place  to  throw  junk. 


The  long-term  worth  would  be  to  allow  unused  land  to  become  available 
as  a subdivision. 

Building  materials  would  be  used  in  providing  buildings  as  in  all  develop- 
ments. Breaking  the  land  in  a multiplicity  of  ownerships  will  make  it 
difficult  to  restore  the  land  as  a single  parcel  in  the  future. 

Alternatives  available  to  this  division  are  to  grant  subdivision  plat 
approval  or  refuse  to  grant  said  approval.  It  appears  the  information 
submitted  will  be  in  compliance  with  Section  69-5001  through  69-5005, 
R.C.M.  1947. 


This  statement  is  prepared  by  Albert  J.  Gasvoda,  Architect,  from  information 
submitted  by  the  developer. 
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department  of  Health  and  Ef^ronmental  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTAIMA  HELENA,  MONTANA  59601 


June  24,  1975 


John  S.  Anderson  M.D. 

DIRECTOR 


U.S.  SHajSSMB 
MOKIANA  STATE  LIBa:Aiti 


JUN  2 B 1975 

State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Flathead  County  Courthouse,  Kalispell 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Room  3,  Ford  Building,  Kalispell 
City  Clerk,  City  of  l-thitefish,  Whitefish 

B.  C.  McIntyre,  M.D.,  County  Health  Officer,  Box  427,  Whitefish 

County  Sanitarian's  Office,  Box  919,  Kalispell 

Dave  Munnallee,  Branch  Office,  Box  1031,  Kalispell 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 

Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Roger  W.  Nielsen,  Route  1,  Whitefish 

Kitty  Willette,  Highway  93  West,  Whitefish 

Frank  Hatfield,  Whitefish 

Paul  Lowry,  Highway  93  West,  Whitefish 

Firth  Womack,  Whitefish 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

ROGER  W.  NIELSEN  SWINE  OPERATION 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  proposed  Roger  Nielsen  swine 
operation  and  his  request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  that  same 
facility  near  Whitefish,  Montana, 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  t^'me  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  a waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 

Mr.  Roger  W.  Nielsen  proposes  to  construct  an  animal  confinement 
facility  having  capacity  for  approximately  40  sows  with  litters  and  135 
feeder  pigs.  The  animal  confinement  facility  will  be  total  confinement 
in  nature  vrith  all  livestock  contained  within  buildings.  The  animal 
confinement  facility  will  be  located  in  the  NE%,  SW%,  Sec.  33,  T.  31  N., 
R.  22  W. , of  Flathead  County  approximately  3-1/2  miles  v/est  of  Whitefish, 
Montana.  The  approximate  location  of  this  proposed  facility  is  indicated 
on  the  attached  map. 


Roger  W.  Nielsen  Swine  Operation 
Page  2 

June  24,  1975 


As  indicated,  all  animals  will  be  confined  within  a building.  The 
waste  material  which  is  generated  as  well  as  apy  washwater  which  would 
be  used  drops  through  slatted  floors  and  is  contained  in  two  liquid 
manure  pits  located  under  each  building.  These  pits  provide  storage 
capacity  for  a minimum  of  180  days  waste  production.  The  waste  material 
which  accumulates  within  these  pits  will  be  removed  as  necessary  to 
maintain  adequate  storage  capacity.  The  waste  material  which  is  removed 
will  be  disposed  of  on  approximately  37  acres  of  agricultural  land. 
Calculations  indicate  that  the  amount  of  v-zaste  material  which  is  to  be 
expected  can  be  adequately  disposed  of  on  that  property. 

Flies  around  a total  confinement  facility  such  as  this  are  normally 
not  as  significant  a problem  as  would  be  found  with  an  open-lot  type 
feeding  operation.  Flies  around  this  facility  will  be  controlled  through 
an  electric  fly  catcher  within  the  building  and  through  general  good 
housekeeping.  Dead  animals  will  be  disposed  of  at  the  Flathead  County 
sanitary  landfill. 

Any  animal  confinement  facility  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  waste  management  program.  A total  confinement  swine  operation 
such  as  this  which  is  properly  managed  should  result  in  minimal  adverse 
envi ronmental  effects.  Odors  from  this  type  of  facility  can  normally 
be  easily  contained  except  during  the  periods  when  waste  material  is 
disposed  of  on  the  surrounding  property.  If,  during  application,  the 
odors  become  significant,  an  injection  system  will  be  used  for  waste 
disposal . 

This  proposed  operation  appears  to  be  located  in  an  agricultural 
area  and  if  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in  his  application 
is  adhered  to,  minimal  problems  should  result.  The  only  alternative 
available  to  Mr.  Nielsen  would  be  the  selection  of  an  alternate  site. 

The  site  for  the  proposed  facility  is  owned  by  Mr.  Nielsen  and  the 
selection  of  an  alternate  site  does  not  appear  warranted  as  minimal 
adverse  environmental  effects  are  anticipated. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmentu 1 Sciences  Division 

SLP:vlf 
Enclosure 
cc:  Ben  Wake 

Air  Quality  Bureau 
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I; Released:  June  24.  1975 


MONTANA  CROP  AND  LIVESTOCK  REPORTING  SERVICE 

P.  0.  Box  1726  - Helena,  Montana  59601 


MONTANA 


EGG  PRODUCTION  DOWN  SLIGHTLY;  Laying  flocks  in  Montana  produced  52  million  eggs  during 

the  March  1 to  May  31,  1975  quarter — dovm  less  than  2 per- 
cent from  the  same  period  last  year. 


As  of  June  1,  1975,  the  rate  of  lay  increased  to  69  eggs  per  100  layers.  This 
compares  with  66  eggs  per  100  for  the  corresponding  date  in  1974. 

Hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  were  estimated  at  836,000  on  June  1.  This  is  a drop 
of  6 percent  from  1974 ’s  894,000  layers. 

EGG  PRICES;  Montana  poultrymen  received  an  average  price  of  52.8  cents  per  dozen  eggs  in 
May  1975.  This  is  a 5.7  cent  decrease  from  March  1975  but  an  increase  of  3.7 
[cents  per  dozen  over  May  1974. 

, The  mid-month  egg  feed  ratio  (pounds  of  feed  equal  in  value  to  one  dozen  eggs)  was 

6.0  pounds  in  May — an  increase  of  .1  pound  from  May  1974. 


QUARTERLY  EGG  PRODUCTION 


Month 

MONTANA 

UNITED  STATES 

No.  of  lay- 
ers on  hand 
(thousands) 

Eggs  laid 
per  100 
layers  1/ 

Total  eggs 
produced 
(millions) 

No.  of  lay- 
ers on  hand 
(millions) 

Eggs  laid 
per  100 
layers  1/ 

Total  eggs 
produced 
(millions) 

March  1 

Dec. -Feb. 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

915  865  62.8  63.2 

53  46 

296  281  63.4  63.3 

16,579  16,052 

June  1 

Mar. -May 

894  836  66.0  69.0 

53  52 

283  270  64.8  64.3 

17,121  16,187 

Sept.  1 
June-Aug . 

819  64.5 

51 

275  63.0 

16,407 

Dec.  1 

Sept .-Nov. 

805  58.8 

44 

285  62.3 

15,938 

U Eggs  per  day  per  100  layers. 


Daniel  L.  Herbert,  David  M.  Ranek, 

Agr.  Statistician-in-Charge  Statistician  Trainee 


iStatistical  Reporting  Service 
lU.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


and 


MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


UNITED  STATES 


EGG  PRODUCTION  AND  LAYER  NUMBERS:  The  N,ntion'.s  laving  flock  produced  ''.40'^  million  eggs 

during  M3y--3  percent  less  than  'in  if.iy  1974.  Layers 
on  hand  during  May  averaged  272  million — dnvfr.  5 pert,  enf  from  a year  ar  ! ■>'-.  The  average 
rate  of  lay  during  the  month  was  dovm  1 percetit  from  a year  earlier. 


Layers  on  farms  June  1,  1975  totaled  270  million — down  4 percent  from  tlie  283  million  a 
year  earlier  and  1 percent  below  a month  earlier.  Rate  of  lay  on  June  1 averaged  64.3  eggH 
per  100  layers — down  from  64.8  a year  earlier  but  up  from  the  64.0  on  May  1,  1975. 

On  June  1 pullets  three  months  old  and  older  not  of  laying  age  totaled  46.4  million  lay-  i 
ers — 3 percent  less  than  June  1,  1974.  Potential  layers  (hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  | 
plus  pullets  three  months  old  and  older  not  of  laying  age)  totaled  317  million — down  4 peri 

cent  from  the  same  date  a year  earlier.  ; 

i 


PRICES  RECEIVED  AND  PRICE  RATIOS 


Month 

MONTANA 

UNITED  STATES 

Mid-month  prices 
received  for  eggs 

Mid -month  egg-feed 
price  ratio  1/ 

Mid-month  prices 
received  for  eggs 

Mid -month  egg-feed 
price  ratio  1/ 

March 

April 

May 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

1974  1975 

Cents  per  dozen  Pounds 

Cents  per  dozen  Pounds 

59.9  58.5  6.7  6.7 
56.7  51.0  6.6  5.8 
49.1  52.8  5.9  6.0 

56.6  54.1  7.5  7.6 

50.4  47.4  7.0  6.5 

42.0  47.6  6.2  6.6 

YEAR 

57.8  6.4 

52.8  6.8 

V Pounds  of  laying  feed  equal  in  value  to  one  dozen  eggs. 


CHICKS  HATCHED  BY  COMMERCIAL  HATCHERIES—UNITED  STATES 


Month 

Broiler-type  chicks 

Egg-type  chicks 

All  chicks 

March 

April 

May 

1974  n l975 

1974  1975 

1974  1 1975 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

296,473  277,407 
288,923  274,479 
297,533  283,707 

46,201  46,009 
54,587  48,052 
52,074  48,422 

342,674  323,416 
343,510  322,531 
349,607  332,129 

UNrrED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
STATISTICAL  REPORTING  SERVICE 
AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICIAN 

P.  O.  BOX  17X6 
HELENA.  MONTANA  89601 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


FXNA1.TV  PON  PWVA1S  USB.  $»00 


930  E LYNOALE 
HELENA 


59601 


Deportment  OT  Heath  and  En^ronmenta  Sciences 


STATE  OF  MOIMTANA  Helena, Montana  5960i 


John  S.  Anderson  M . D. 

DIRECTOR 


June  13,  1975 


SBTH  DGCUMENTS 


JUN  1 9 1975 

State  Library,  Helena 

Board  of  County  Conimissioners , Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
City-County  Planning  Board,  Yellowstone  County  Courthouse,  Billings 
County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 

Messrs.  Robert  and  Edward  Lenhardt,  4345  King  Avenue  West,  Billings 

Larry  Stahly,  Route  1,  Billings 

Harly  O'Donnell,  Route  4,  Billings 

Roy  Zahn,  Route  4,  Billings 

Martin  Williams,  Route  4,  Billings 

Jim  Glenn,  Route  4,  Billings 

Arthur  Dyke,  King  Avenue  West,  Billings 

Larry  Cramer,  King  Avenue  West,  Billings 

Gilbert  Amen,  King  Avenue  West,  Billings 

Dick  Hardt,  Route  4,  Billings 

Dave  Bell,  Route  4,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

LENHARDT  BROS.  FEEDLOTS 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Lenhardt  Bros.  Feedlot  and  their 
request  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  their  operation  located  west  of 
Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau’s 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision  will 
be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be  issued. 
If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit,  please  do  so 
within  that  allotted  time. 


Lenhardt  Bros.  Feedlots 
Page  2 

June  13,  1975 


Robert  and  Edward  Lenhardt  currently  operate  animal  confinement 
facilities  at  three  locations,  having  a total  capacity  for  approximately 
1,675  head  of  cattle.  These  feeding  operations  cumulatively  total 
approximately  7-3/4  acres.  These  animal  confinement  facilities  are 
located  as  follows;  Lot  No.  1 - SE%,  NE%,  Sec,  13,  T.  1 S. , R.  24  E., 
Feedlots  2,  3 and  4 located  in  the  NE%,  SE^^,  Sec.  13,  T.  IS.,  R.  24  E., 
and  Feedlot  No.  5 located  in  th  SE%,  SW%,  Sec.  10,  T.  1 S,,  R,  24  E., 
all  in  Yellowstone  County.  The  location  of  these  animal  confinement 
facilities  is  indicated  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  for  Lots  No.  1 and  5 is 
relatively  flat  with  slopes  of  less  than  0.5%.  As  such,  extraneous 
drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the  actual  feeding  area.  Minimal 
runoff  should  result  from  the  feeding  area,  and  any  runoff  which  would 
occur  would  be  routed  to  adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  runoff 
should  be  contained  on  the  applicant's  property  with  little  possibility 
of  ever  reaching  state  waters.  The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  in 
Lots  2,  3 and  4 varies  from  0 to  a maximum  of  25%.  Extraneous  drainage 
does  not  reach  the  confinement  facility  due  to  physical  barriers  and  the 
generally  flat  topography.  Surface  runoff  which  is  generated  from 
precipitation  falling  within  the  animal  confinement  facility  is  contained 
in  two  retention  ponds.  Each  pond  is  capable  of  retaining  the  runoff 
which  can  be  expected  from  the  contributing  drainage  area  following  a 
10-year,  24-hour  rainfall  event.  The  waste  material  which  accumulates 
in  these  retention  ponds  is  periodically  pumped  onto  adjacent  agricultural 
land. 


Manure  is  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  animal  confinement  facilities 
at  least  once  per  year  and  disposed  of  on  surrounding  agricultural  land. 
Approximately  335  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste  disposal. 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
a routine  spraying  program  and  by  keeping  the  pens  as  clean  and  dry  as 
possible,  ko  rodent  problems  have  developed.  Dead  animals  will  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Billings  Rendering  Service. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  v/aste  management  program.  If  the  waste  management  program  as 
outlined  in  this  application  is  followed,  environmental  problems  associated 
with  these  animal  confinement  facilities  ':hould  b>  minimal.  Wliile  odors 
cannot  be  totally  eliminated  from  this  type  of  operation,  a good  waste 
management  program  and  good  housekeeping  can  significantly  reduce  the 
duration  and  intensity  of  odors.  Dust  from  these  facilities  is  controlled 
through  sprinkling. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  the  Lenhardt  Brothers  would  be  the 
relocation  of  these  existing  facilities.  These  operations  are  all  located 
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in  an  agricultural  area  and  are  a part  of  an  established  farming  operati 
In  view  of  such  facts  and  the  cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action 
does  not  appear  warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of 
either  air  or  water  pollution  from  these  animal  confinement  facilities 
and  it  appears  that  the  waste  management  program  and  waste  control 
facilities  currently  provide  adequate  environmental  protection. 


Steven  L.  Pilcher 

Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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County  Health  Department,  Room  205,  Courthouse,  Billings 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena 
Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena 

Department  of  Intergovernmental  Relations,  Division  of  Planning  and 
Economic  Development,  Helena 
Billings  Regional  Office,  Box  20296,  Billings 
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Mr.  Ralph  Amen,  Route  4,  Central  Avenue,  Billings 


A NEGATIVE  DECLARATION 
FOR  THE 

RALPH  AMEN  FARMS 


Pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  the  following 
negative  declaration  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Ralph  Amen  Farms  and  a request 
by  Mr.  Amen  for  a waste  discharge  permit  for  this  operation  located 
west  of  Billings,  Montana. 

The  purpose  of  this  negative  declaration  is  to  inform  all  interested 
governmental  agencies  and  public  groups  of  the  Water  Quality  Bureau's 
intent  not  to  write  an  environmental  impact  statement.  This  declaration 
will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  ten  days  at  which  time  a decision 
will  be  made  as  to  whether  or  not  the  waste  discharge  permit  should  be 
issued.  If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  application  for  a permit, 
please  do  so  within  that  allotted  time, 

Ralph  Amen  Farms  currently  operates  an  animal  confinement  facility 
having  a capacity  for  approximately  600  head  of  feeder  cattle.  This 
feeding  operation  encompasses  approximately  two  acres  and  is  located  in 
the  SEh,  Sec.  5,  T.  IS.,  R.  25  E. , of  Yellowstone  County.  The 
location  of  this  operation  is  shown  on  the  attached  map. 

The  topography  of  the  feeding  area  is  relatively  flat  with  slopes 
of  less  than  0.5%,  Extraneous  drainage  is  prevented  from  reaching  the 
feeding  area  due  to  this  flat  topography.  Minimal  surface  runoff  should 
result  from  the  area  and  any  such  runoff  which  should  occur  would  be 
routed  to  adjacent  agricultural  land.  This  runoff  should  be  contained 
on  the  applicant's  property  with  little  possibility  of  ever  reaching 
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state  v/aters.  Waste  material  is  removed  from  the  feeding  area  once  each 
year  during  the  fall  and  spread  on  agricultural  land  owned  by  the 
applicant.  Approximately  160  acres  of  such  land  is  available  for  waste 
disposal . 

Flies  around  the  animal  confinement  facility  are  controlled  through 
a spraying  program.  Dead  animals  are  disposed  of  through  the  Billings 
Rendering  Company. 

Any  livestock  operation  will  have  an  effect  on  the  surrounding 
environment,  but  adverse  environmental  effects  can  be  minimized  through 
a good  waste  management  program.  Ample  straw  is  used  for  bedding 
within  this  animal  confinement  facility  during  wet  conditions  to 
minimize  odors  and  the  corrals  are  sprinkled  as  necessary  to  control 
dust  emissions.  If  the  waste  management  program  as  outlined  in  the 
application  is  followed,  environmental  problems  should  be  minimal. 

The  only  alternative  available  to  Mr.  Amen  would  be  the  relocation 
of  this  existing  facility.  The  operation  in  question  is  located  in  an 
agricultural  area  and  is  part  of  an  established  farming  operation.  In 
view  of  such  facts  and  the  cost  involved  in  relocation,  such  action  does 
not  appear  warranted.  Our  office  has  never  received  complaints  of 
either  air  or  water  pollution  from  this  animal  confinement  facility  and 
it  appears  that  the  waste  management  program  being  followed  provides 
adequate  environmental  protection. 


Agricultural  Wastewater  Specialist 
Water  Quality  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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